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PREFACE. 


UNDER  the  appear aftee  of  an^vel^^ 
a  Book  of  feal  intrinfic  value  ii 
here  offered  to  the  public.  It  h  publifbed 
in  this  manner,  partly  in  compfiance  witit 
the  tafte  of  the  times,  and  partly  for 
rfeafons  of  a  mote  private  nature,  relpefting 
the  edixof .  It  ha^  been  thought,  foiriethiftg 
Kke  an  apology  ifi  needlafy  fcr  pngfixing 
a  new  name  to  af  book,  that  i^  indeed  only 
a  tranflation  of  Barclay's  AitGBHiiS  r  A 
work  of  fingukf  merit,  ftyfe,  aftd 
character.  It  is  a  romance,  art  aihgory, 
and  a  fyftem  of  politics.  In  it  the  vari^ 
ous  forms  of  government  are  inveftigated, 
the  caufes  of  faction  deteded,  and  the- 
remedies  pointed  out  for  mod  of  the  evils 
that  can  arife  in  a  ftate. 

A  3  This 


PREFACE- 

This  book  has  been  highly  celebrated 
in  former  times,  and  is  thought  by  many 
perfons  of  indilpu  table  j  udgemcnt  to  deferve 
a  revival,  as  well  as  any  of  the  works  of 
genius  that  are  held  in  the  higheft  efti-* 
mation.  It  has  been  tranflated  into  mod 
of  the  living  languages,  and  twice  into  our 
own  i  the  firft  time  by  Sir  Robert  le  Grys, 
at  the  command  of  king  Charles  the  Firft  ; 
the  poetical  part  by  Thomas  May,  Efq. 
a  poet  of  fome  note  in  thofe  days,  as  ap- 
pears by  hb  being  competitor  with  Sir 
William  Davenant  for  the  place  of  poet 
laureat  after  the  death  of  Ben  Johnfon, 
though  the  fuperior  intereft  of  the  latter 
prevailed.  The  fecond  tranflation  was  by 
Kingfmill  Long,  Efq.  in  1636.  It  might 
feem  at  firft  view,  that  Mr.  Long  was 
ignorant  of  any  other  tranflation; 
but,  upon  farther  examination,  it  ap-^ 
pears,  that  he  was  extremely  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  former,  which  he  fome^ 
times  follows  clofely  in  the  profe,  and 
has  adually  taken  May's  verfion  of  the 
poetry  verbatim.     Both  thefe  tranflations 
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arc  now  grown  oblbkte,  but  in  the  cdJ* 
tor's  opinion,  the  firfi:  is  ftill  greatly  pre- 
ferable. There  is  in  the  ftyle  a  fimplicity 
that  is  plealing,  and  even  refpedable; 
while  in  the  latter,  there  is  a  kind  of 
affedtation,  that  in  fome  places  rifes  to 
bombaft,  and  in  others  defcend^  to  vul- 
garity. However,  there  is  one  remarkable 
circumftance  in  Mr>  Long's  tranflation: 
he  has  divided  the  work  into  chapters  % 
but  the  author  himielf  divided  it  into  books ; 
and  in  this,  the  prefent  editor  has  diought 
proper  to  follow  him. 

Both  thefe  tranflations  ar^  but  little; 
^known  to  the  prefent  generation,  though 
the  original  is  to  be  found  in  moft  of  the 
libraries  of  the  learned  and -curious.  The 
editor  has  made  ufe  of  both  the  former 
tranflations  occafionally,  and  whenever  a 
doubt  arofe,  had  recourfe  to  the  original. 
She  has  endeavoured  to  reform  the  lan- 
guage, without  deftroying  the  fimpliciiy 
of  the  ftyle,  and  has  aimed  at  a  language 
fuitable  to  the  fubjed,  believing  that  a 
medium  between  the  former  antiquated 
A   4  one,. 
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Mty  and  the  pf  efent  fafhioaabfe  one,  would 
beft  anfwer  that  pufpofe.  She  thought 
her  favourite  herb,  Poliarchus,  would, 
appear  to  greater  advantage  in  the  mz^ 
jeftic  finiplicitjr  of  a  plain  habit,  than 
in  the  aflFeded  garniture  of  a  modern 
Beau  ;  or,  in  other  w^wds,  fhe  is  of  opinion 
that  our  language  has  not  gained  any  ad- 
vantages by  the  innovations  that  have  been 
made  in  it  within  the  laft  twenty  years  i 
that  it  has  loft  more  in  ftrengtb  and  con^ 
cifemefs,  than  it  has  gamed  in  fweetnefs  and 
elegance.  For  the  firft^  fhe  appeals  to  die 
writings  of  our  beft  divines  and  moral 
philofophers  j  for  the  laft,  -  to  die  moft 
eminent    poets^   in     whofe     writings  the 

^andard  of  language  is  moft  certainly  ta 

be  found.  Batrclay  is  rather  prolix  in  his 
manner;  tiidrefbrcy  inHead  of  pratStifing 
fhe  moderfr  art  of  wire-drawing,  the  chief 
labour  of  the  editor  has  been  to  contrafi: 
this  work  into  as  fmall  a  compafs  as  was 
poflible>  without  injuring  the  fcnfe  of  the 
author.  The  former  tranflators  have 
followed  the  literal  fenfe  very  clofe,  and 

fometimes 
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fometimes  too  much  fo.  In  their  days 
they  had  no  notion  of  giving  the  fcnfe, 
rather  than  the  words  of  an  author;  for 
which  reafon  their  tranflations  are  moftly 
very  flut,  the  fpirit  generally  evaporating 
by  the  way,  and  leaving  only  a  caput  mor- 
imm^  as  Sir  JohnDenham  has  very  happily 
exprefled  it/In  the  poetical  part  of  Argenis 
by  Mr.  May,  it  is  tranflatcd  line  by  line 
throughout,  which  puts  fuch  fetters  uport 
the  writer,  th^t  it  is  impoflible  he  (hould 
ever  exprefs  himfelf  wit.i  eafc,  freedom*,  of 
the  true  fpirit  of  poetry.  But  as  the  old 
tranflators  followed  the  author  too  clofely^ 
fo  the  modern  ones  have  frequently  taken 
as  great  liberties  :  they  have  taken  the  ad 
libitum  in  too  large  a  fenfe,  and  ufed  it 
too  freely.  The  editor  has  aimed  at  the 
medium  in  this  reljpedt,  as  well  as  in 
thofe  before  mentioned  ;  how  far  flie  has 
fucceeded,  is  left  to  the  judicious  reader  to 
determine,  whofe  candour  is  hoped  for 
in  this  and  other  points. 

But  it  is  Ukely,   that  the  reader  may 

ddire  to  have  fomc  account  of  the  author 

of  this  work,  as  well  as  of  the  tranflators. 
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John  Barclay  was  a  gentleman  of  Scotch 
parentage,  but  of  French  birth  and  educa*- 
tion;  he  was  born  January  28,  1582,  and 
died  Auguft  12,  162 1.  His  merits  are 
celebrated  by  moft  of  hi3  cotemporaries  \ 
but  there  needs  no  other  evidence  of  them 
than  this  work :  the  man,  capable  of  writing 
Argenis,  muft  have  been  eminent  for  wif- 
dom  and  virtue.  We  may  alfo  difcover,. 
that  he  was  ignorant  of  no  kind  of  learning 
or  accomplilhments  ;  he  was  alfo  the  au- 

-  thor  of  another  work  of  the  fatirical  kind^ 
called  Eupbormio.  Barclay  wrote  his  Ar- 
genis in  Latin,  on  which  the  following 
diftich  was  compofed  by  Grotius  : 

Gente  Caledonius  G alius  natalibus  hie  eft» 
Romam  Romani  qui  docet  ore  loqui. 

Which  may  be  thus  paraphrafed : 

Barclay,  from  Caledonia  fpning, 

France  claims  thy  labours  and  thy  birth> 

-  Thou  cou'dft  teach  Rome  her  native  tongue,. 

And  the  whole  world  proclaims  thy  worth. 

For  the  plan  and  intention  of  thiswork^ 
the  reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  XIV.  of 
the  fecond  book,  where  the  author,  under 

th^ 
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the  charafter  of  Nicopompus,  explains  his^ 
defign, 'in  a  manner  far  more  fatisfaftory 
than  any  thing  that  can  be  faid  by  a  tranf- 
lator,  or  an  editor.     But  notwithftanding 
every  tranflation,  and  every  edition  of  the 
original,  have  fomething  prefixed  to  themy 
called  a  clavis  or  key,  to  unlock  the  au- 
thor's intention.      That  Barclay  intended, 
under  feigned  names,   to  draw  the  real 
charafters  of  many  great  perfons   of  his 
time,    is  indifputable ;  but   as  commen- 
tators^ generally  go  far  beyond  their  author's 
meaning,  fo  thefe  explainers  of  Argenis 
have  laboured  to  find  out  perfons  to  fuit 
every  charadter  in  the  book,   and    thus 
would  reduce  it  to  a  mere  allegory :  wherea3 
the  author  himfelf,  in  the  chapter  referred 
to,  declares  thofe  perfons  to  be    equally 
wrong,  who  fhould  apply  all  the  perfons 
and  fadls  to  real  hiftory,  with  thofe  who 
fhould  apply  none.      However,  as   there 
are  fome  charafters  univerfally  allowed  to 
be  defigned  for  particular  perfons,  it  is 
necefTary  to  point  out  the   moll   ftriking^ 
tefcmblances,  and  fuch  as  relate  to  the 
A  6  *     principal 
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principalperfonages,  countries,  and  events. 
,For  the  reft,^  if  every  individual  mentioned 
in  the  work  had  allufion  to  fome  perfon  at 
that  time  living,  it  would  not  at  this  day  be 
likely  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  reader,  and  the  fcholar  may  always 
recur  to  the  originaL 

By  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  France  is  de- 
fcribed,  during  the  time  of  the  civil  wars 
under  Henry  the  Third,  and  until  the  fixing  ' 
the  crown  upon  the  head  of  Henry  the 
Fourth.  By  the  country  over-againft 
Sicily,  and  frequently  her  competitor, 
England  is  fignified.  By  the  country, 
formerly  united  under  one  head,  but  now 
divided  into  feveral  principalities,  the  au- 
thor means  Germany,  i.  e.  MERGANIA. 
Several  names  are  difguifed  in  the  fame 
manner,  by  tranfpofmg  the  letters. 

In  the  next  place  come  the  principal 
perfons  defigned.  By  Aquilius  is  meant 
the  emperor  of  Germany,  Calvin  is 
USINULCA,  atd  the  Hugonots  are  called 
Hyperephahii.  Under  the  perfon  and 
charafter  of  Poliarchus,  Barclay  undoubt- 
edly 
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i  edly  intended  to  defcribc  th^it  real  hcro^ 

Henry  of  Navarre,  as  he  has  preferved  the 

^  hkenefi  even  to  his   features   and  com- 

I  plexion/    By   his  rivals    are   meant    the 

leaders  of  the  different  faftions  5   by  Ly- 

}  cogenes  and  his  friends,  the  Lorrain  party, 

with  the  duke  of  Guife  at  their  head. 
Some  features  of  Hyanilbe's  charader 
are  fuppofed  to  refemble  queen  Elizabeth 

I  of  England  ;  Radirobanes  is  the  king  of 

Spain,  and  his  fruitlefs  expedition  againft 
Mauritania  is  pointed  at  the  ambitious 
defigns  of  Philip  the  Second^  and  his 
invincible  armada.  Under  Meleander, 
the  character  of  Henry  the  Third  of 
France  feems  intended  ^  though  the  rcfem- 
blance  is  very  flattering  to  him.  The 
key-makers  could  never  find  out  exaftly^' 
whom   the  author  defigned  by  Archom- 

I  brotus  -,  but  ibme  of  them,  thinking  it 

necefTary  to  guefs,.  very  wifely  fuppofed, 

that  Henry  of  Navarre  was   meant   by 

him,    as  well  as  Poliarchus-,  which  ab* 

-  furdity  is  alone  fufficient  to  make  one  tired 

r  of  fuch.  expofitors,  fince  rather  than  any 

thing 
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thing  ftiould  cfcape   their  fagacity,  they 
would  make .  a  man  his  own  rival,  and 
•contend  with  himfelf  for  a  kingdom.     By 
Britomandes  and  Timandra,   the  parents 
'  of  Henry  of  Navarre  are  fuppofed  to  be 
pointed  out ;  and  by  Anerasftus,  pope  Cle- 
ment the  Eighth.     There  are  fomc  other 
pl^ufible  guefles,    for  which   I  refer  the 
reader,  whofe  curiofity  wants  to  be  farther 
gratified,    to  the  Latin   clavis.     At  the 
fame  time  he  will  obfcrve,  that  fome  cha- 
rafters   might  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
the  forming  this  ftory  into  a  Romance, 
even  though   they  had  no  cxiftence  in 
hiftory,  and  confequently  all  attempts  to 
decypher  fuch,  muflr  be  equally  fruitlefs 
and  perplexing.      The  ftory   is  of  itfelf 
fufficiently  interefting,  the  condu6t  amaz- 
ingly    artful,     the    leffons    it     contains 
equally  applicable  to  all  times,   and  all 
people,  and  perhaps  never  more  fo  than 
at  this   moment,    and    in  this   country. 
Since   England    is  become    a  nation  of 
politicians,    and   men   of  all  ranks  and 
degrees   believe    themfelves    capable    of 

inveftigating. 
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invcftigating  the  art  of  government,  and 
fince  women  have  written  with  fucce6 
upon  the  fubjedt,.  the  editor  has  thought 
herfelf  at  liberty  to  aim  a  blow  at  popular 
error,  from  behind  Barclay,  like  Teucer 
from  behind  the  ihield  of  Ajax. 

'Tis  not  the  wholefome  (harp  morality^ 
*Or  modeft  anger  of  a  fatiric  {pint. 
That  hurts  or  wounds  the  body  of  a  flate ;, 
But  the  finiiler  application 
Of  the  xnaUelous>  ignorant,,  and  ba(e 
Interpreter,  who  will  dillort  and  drain 
The  general  ftope  and  purpofe  of  an  author^ 
To  his  particular  and  private  ipleen. 

£e/t  Johnfitu 

To  conclude:  Barclay's  Argenu 
affords  fuch  variety  of  entertainment, 
that  every  kind  of  reader  may  find  in  it 
fomething  fuitable  to  his  own  tafte  and 
difpofition:  the  ftatefman,  the  philofo- 
pher,  the  foldier,  the  lover,  the  citizen, 
the  friend  of  mankind,  each  may  gratify 
his  favourite  propenfity  ;  while  thfe  reader, 
who  comes  for  amufement  only,  will  not 
go  away  difappointed^ 
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ji  ftr anger  arriving  in  Sicily  ^  a  Jadj^  nquefls 
bim  to  fuc€Our  PcUarcbus^  who  was 
attacked  hy  five  nsmt  whom  hi  after-' 
wards  vanquijhed. 

TP  E  world  had  not  y? t  ivorfliipped 
t[ieRom^  cagl^  jjjiQrthe  ocean  paid 
txibute  CO  Tiber,  .>vh^  upon  the  coaft , 
Qf  Sicijy,  where  the  river  Gelas  difcharges 
Yot.I.  B  itTelf 
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it&lf  into  die  ocean,  a  youitg  man  of, 
excellent  beauty  and  deportnicnt  "was 
landed  from  a  foreign  veflel.  His  fcr- 
varits,  affifted  by  the  mariners,  brought 
his,  arrfs  aid  b^ga^'  o'rv  fliorc  ;*  w We 
he  hitiifclf,' fatigued  with  the  niofion  of 
the  Ihip,  lay  dowq  amowg,  the  baggage, 
and  fought  refrelhment  in  the  arms  of 
fleepr  but-  he  was  fdon  difturbedby  a 
fhrill  clamour,  whicl}  filled  his  mind  with 
unquiet  thoughts  -,  aha^  as  the  noife  drew 
nearer^,  it;  awakened-  hith^ .  W^thiir  figh|: 
was  a  >Vood  of  large  and  widc-fpreading 
trees,  though"  thinly  fcaiiei  ed  ;•  btit  under 
their  fhadc  grew  thick  flif ubs  and  bufhes, 
whofe  darknefs  feemed'a  fit  Harbour  for 
ttc$cteraus'sdcGgQ)ai>:  buii  o^  ^  Mdca 
ruibed  out  a  wonaan  '  of  g^odly^  couote- 
iwncei  bad. it'  not  .bwen  diftoKti;d*  by  grief, 
anddifguifed  with  tearji.  Her  h^jr  was 
diflievelled  as  at  a  funeral,^  and  (he  /Con- 
t|nufed  (Hriekiitg  ia9e  a^iurikts^'Bat^Sfnir* 
Herhbrfc,  dimigfr  miged  te^l^^  tic 
Whip;  did  nor-keep^titne^th  K*  impa*^ 
dcnce.  yifc  ytrung  ftrangcr  *^as  ^tQo^^%- 
:  .'  .l*i  the 
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Ac  'relpeft^  Hfc  bore  to'  h^  fex,  the  bkttt^ 
nefs  df  her  grief, 'and^  befides-,-  tHc  natv\rai*' 
htimahiiy  lif'^his-  heart;  evtif  inclined-  to»* 
pelievc  tfie-c^lftr^flfed',  pfortiptcd  him  to  afllfl^ 
hef;*  Moreover^  "he  thbiij^^  it  omiribus, 
that  this  Ihropld  be  his^  firiS  adventiice  \vi 
Sicily,  atiddotibced  whatsit  fanightpi^fage.^ 
#  As  foon  ar  Ihe  canie  within  hfcaring,  fhe? 
dills  addi^ffed'him  : '"  Whb^er  thoir'art, 
if  thdu  arr^ai  ffiertd^  to  virtue,  ^ oh 'lend* 
thy  aid  tof"  Sicily!*  >vhidfi  rfow  fuffers  iri 
theperforf  of  a  iTiafr>^liatit  and'6ctdlent 
man,'  wHo'^s  bafely^  attaclied  by  tfcieves, 
l^he  urg^nfcy  of  the  cafe  will*  not  ftiffer 
me  to  makd  long  intreaties*:for  Pdliarchus:' 
even  now  h^  is ,  uhexpc^dedly  befet  by  af 
fiirrous  bind  tifrobbersl  In  thi;  tlftnirit;'  1 
have  efcaped,  and  have^  hi^pily'met  with 
^ou,  jJcrhaps  eqfuaH^  for  your  glory  and 
his-  deliverance/'  While  ffie  fpokI^,i  her 
fervants'  came  uptothbm/  "  Thfefe-alfo^ 
ferd  (he,  ftiall  affifr  yoii''in  Whatever  irian-i 
her^Ofa  pfcafftemakeiile'of  theni:  tak* 
tKeth*  therijf6te\tib*^-fiikre'  ^ith^  yt^u- irt  f<i 
piotis  att-^  ofi&ct**'  Mating^  Wtered  theft 
B  2  words. 
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vords,    fhe    remained    breathlcfs.     The 
ijtranger  tock  up  his  helmet  and  fword, 
and  whilft  his  fcnrants  were  leading  his 
horfe  ta  him,  he  thus  replied:  **Ladjr, 
I  am  but  juH  now  landed  in  Sicily,  and 
being  a.  ftrange^-,  may  ^11  ftand  excufcd' 
for  not  knowing  the  name  of  Poliarchus  ; 
but   I   ihall    think    myfelf  indebted   to 
fortune,   if  my  arrival  fhould  prove  the 
means  of  deliverance  to  fo  gallant  a  gen- 
tleman .  as  you  l]ave  reported  him  to  be.'* 
Thus  faying,  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and 
entreated  the  lady  to  direft  him  on  the 
way.  He  had  only  two  fervants  with  him  ^ 
one  being  armed,  followed  his  rnaft^r,  the 
other  w^    left  to   guard   the   baggage^ 
which  could  not  be  packed  up  for  car* 
riage  upon  fo  Ihort.f  notice* 

And  now  being  come  to  the  wood's 
fide,^the  entrance  dividing  itfclf  into  feyeral 
paths,  fo  confounded  the  lady's  memory, 
that,;  doubtful  ^whichrway  fbe  i^oiild 
take  to  find  Poljarchus^  ^e  began  a  fref|> 
lamentation,;  The  ftranger  being  ftartled, 
jpras  in  doubt  whether  to  ftpp  or  to  go  for- 
wards. 
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wards,  when  fuddehly  the  wood  refoitnded 
with  the  cries  of  men,  clafhing  of  arms, 
and  trampling  of  horfes,  which  recalled 
to  his  mind  the  prdent  danger  j  for  three 
armed  men  came  forward  fpurring  their 
horfes,  with  looks  befpeaking  extreme 
fear  or  defpei^te  courage.  He  fufpefting 
treachery,  and  doubtful  of  the  lady's 
faith,  demanded  if  thefe.were  the  aiTaiTins 
flie  mentbned.  Then  raifii^  his  fpear, 
which  no  man  better  knew  how  to  ufc, 
aimed  it  diredly  at  them,  refolving  that; 
at  leait,  he  would  not  fall  unrcvenged ; 
but  they,  who  fought  only  to  cfcape  from 
their  conqueror,  turned  away,  and  betook 
themfelves  to  flight :  and  that  Poliarchus, 
far  whom  the  lady  was  fo  anxious,  fol- 
lowed tht  chace  alone,  and  overtaking  the 
hindxnoft,  ibruck  him  with  fuch  fprce, 
thgt  he  clove  faim  from  the  neck  down 
to  the  waift.  He  fell,  and  the  vidbor 
eagerly  purfued  the  others  -,  but,  gallop^ 
ing  over  rou^  and  uiieven  ground,  his 
horfe  fl;umbled,  ^nd.jgave  hirn  a.  fudden 
Jbut,a  harmlefi  faiU  The  lady  fpeedily 
B  3  kape^ 


;le^ped  from  Jtier  horfe,  md  csme  tx>  his 
^ffiftaiice*,  but  h^,  feeling  oeither  his 
.fdi,  f)or  tWi>  wou&ds  he  had  '^ce^fc^ 
in  the  fights  rofe  v^  hghtlK«  With,  his 
iword  in  his  hand,  aed  karokg  itom 
TknocJca,  .  (for  that  was  the  lady's.  aamcQ 
thow  (he  had  met  with  )the;  ftrrag^c,  and 
dtow  ireadiiiy  ixe  had  .o^ed  ixis  <.afiiftafim, 
^delayed  not  cto  pay  ;hk  ackmnriodgmetxas 
/or  fo  great  -a  .£aviour  ^  but  the,  .quitting 
,hiff  .hor4e,  faiuced  Foiiancfaus,  iiayiiig, 
<^  Molt  ^valiant  iir,  had  I  >known  your 
'^wor^h,  i  ihould  ha«e  blamed  this  lady% 
ifear  and  anxi^^ty,  ^v/^hkh  4iblige$  mc  to 
aik  your  pardon  for  prefoming  M  ^jSeT 
cDeedkis  alTiftance  to  fuch  ^Nwincible  >cou^ 
Tageras  youps.  Yet  the  viftory  you  obtain- 
^  oyer  three  armed  men,  ^diough  it  be  a 
^great  action,  'is  thekfs  wond^ful,  wterit 
confider^ith'What^force  you  puniSied  tte 
iiindmofty  ^and  how  jxiifl:  a  reafon  thfc 
others  had  for  tJicit  fi^ht.^^'  JP<)liw^s, 
436ing  i^iml^lf  moft  courted^,  -'thaiiked  the 
Ikranger  >for  his^iA^ded  afliftance,  ascrib- 
ing^ fligfac  of  his  eilemies^O  fheif  C0i«^ 

ardicc. 


flTidiee,  rmi^er  tthan   to  his  own  ;vcalour. 

After  this  thicy  mutually  embraeed  aessd. 

Mwsed'^idi  otHer-,  and  now,  ha^^g  lei* 

fure,  they  began  to  obferve  ndt  ^nly  wh^t 

ihey  faid,  ^but  to  whom  they  were  fpcak- 

ing,  and  were  each  of  them  ftruck  with 

admiration   ^t  the  J[imilar   qualities  they 

perceived  in  each  other:  theif  age,  beauty,, 

'iond  Lgradefiil  &ape,  rtbefpidt  thatihone 

ib  ixhfik  toytts,   and,  :thou^  m  different 

{pc^OQs^  tte&me^iQ^eftyof  dcponmont: 

)ibdiibea(»ty  ftCQompanted  wiiSi  fi^ch  qualj-- 

du^s  JtvBS  .aflmoft  miracukan*  Timoclea  alio 

-fidsnimd,  that  tfostune  ih^Quld  bviog  tioge- 

ahffc  >^ah  jSL/pzit  by  rfuch  an  zacidemtj 

>flcchriog  tiiat,  yaith  -their  pf&aiiStm^  ihe 

wxmld  dedicais  a  table,  with  the  :pot*trai<- 

jiures  of.  bach,  done  by  the  mofk  Wilful 

.  faiotcc,  to  ihe  templeof  ¥eiM;is  Ericyna  ; 

dond,  thiau^  isanyaccidenfis tdefenced  ihe 

:^nforpBWCC.tefihis'vowK,  ftyeakngtime 

a&er  ..paid. it  .^iJAsfm^Uy,  -and/underaeaii^v 

iid^j&^K^mgi^^^  ?were  infcrihed.. 

Sutfh  nMjrcheekS,'^!^  Yrorrts,  aird  ratllirnt  ejf«,. 
^cth-per&ft  •FdMn8*i^e<Vitw  •with'i;lad  %cpr*^^ 
B  4  'Tis^ 
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^15  more  than  human  beauty  :  not  more  bright 
Shines  glorious  Phcebus  at  meridian  height ; 
Nor  Laeda's  fons,  whofe  aid  amidft  the  waves 
The  finking  mariner  devoutly  craves^ 
Not  brighter  Mars,  when  clad  in  Lemnian  arms^ 
Or  when  enraptur'd  with  fair  Venus*  charms* 
In  tbefe  fair  portraits  flull  to  ages  Ihine, 
The  form  majeftic,  and  the  face  divine. 

When  die  young  men  had  fatisfied 
their  curiofity  in  viewing  each  other>  Poli-t 
archus  familiarly  jefted  with  the  lady 
xoncerning  her  fright,  and  afked  after  the 
Servants  that  were  miffing.  WhiUt  jQbe 
was  giving  an  account  of  theie,  the  freed- 
jman  of  Poliarchus,  and  two  meniervanta 
.of  Timoclea,  returned  out  of  the  wood; 
.and  at  a  diftance  they  ^elpied  the  ntiaid 
Servant^  unaUe  to  govern  her  hbrie»  and 
beating  it  to  no  purpofe.  They  could  not 
but  fmile  at  the  fight,  and  yet  they  made 
Kafte  to  aflill:  her.  The  ftnuiger,  in  the 
mean  time,  enquired  of  Poliarchus,  what 
was  tixe  caufe  of  his  being  thus  attacked 
in  the  wood,  whether  the  villains  were 
inftigated  by  hatred,  or  fet  on  merely  l^ 

the 
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the Jh'ope  of  plunder.     But  Timocle^  pre- 
vented   further    difcourfe    at  this    time, 
obferving,    that    reft   Was    neccffary  for 
then>  both,    one  coming  from  fea,   an4 
the  other  from  fighting.     •*  My   houfe  is 
not  far  off,  faid  fhe ;  tiiere  you  Ihall  repofe 
yourfelves,  and  may  have  leifure  for  cont- 
verfation/* .  They   were   eafily   intreatcd 
by  her  who  advifed  fo  well ;  and  fending 
for  the  fervant  that  was  left  to  guard  the 
baggage,    they  fet  forward   together  to 
Timoclea's  hpufe.     By  this  time  growing 
familiar,    Poliarchus    told    the    ftranger, 
that  he  came  from  the  king's  camp  early 
that  morning,  and  was  going  to  Agrigen.- 
tum  upon  bufmefs';  but  that  in  the  way 
he  met  with  this   lady,    who  was  well 
known  at.  court,  and  was  returning  from* 
vifiting  the   king's   daughter,   when  the 
fervants,  riding  carelefly,  miftook  the  way, 
and   loft  themfelves  in  the   wood,    only 
Timoclea  with  her  woman  fervant  keep- 
ing in  the  fame  path  with  him;    when 
fudd^nly  five  men  ruflied  out  from  a  crofs 
pathj^and.^a^aultcd  him,  whilc^  the  lady, 
B  5  through.; 
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through  her  own  and  her  fervant*s  fright, 
^«rrang  afide,  had  irtoft  liappily  lifted 
on  a  ftranger  fo  flill  of  valo^Hr  and  coui^ 
tefy,  as  the  pcrfon  to  whom  he  was 
addrefling  Jiimfelf.  «  But  (contioiied  he) 
either  tny  good-ferturte,  or  their  widced^ 
tiefs,  caufed  their  blow^  to  faifl  of  fuccefs. 
Wkh  my  javelin  I  flew  the  firft  tfeK: 
encountered  me;  the  fecond  with  iM 
fwordr  cafed  the  outfide  ctf  my  right 
thigh;  another  gave  me  a  flight  wound 
in  my  fide,  whom  I  facrificed  to  my  pakv 
and  indignation:  I  then  ftruck  another 
upon  the  head,  when  the  reft  turned  tJicir 
reins,  and  fkd  as  cowardly  as  they  hM 
aflaulted  me  fcafcly.  Then  I  turned  and 
followed  one,fo  dofely,  that  your  eye$. 
were  witneffes  of  the  chaftifcment  he 
received  at  my  hands,  till  at  length  my 
horfe  failing,  gave  the  other  two  an  oppor- 
tiinity  to  efcape. 

But  who  thefe  men  can  be  I  cannot  fut 
pedt,  but  conjefture  they  are  either  fcouts 
from  the  camp  of  Lycogencs,  who  ob- 
fcrved  my  coming;  or  eife  common  rob- 

htrsy 


bers,  who  lie  in  wait  for  all  fuch  tra- 
vellers as  pais  throi^h  this  wood,  in  order 
to  enrich  thcmfelves  ty  their  fpoil  and! 
jpliqid«% 


'  .'  > 
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CHAP.    IL 

Poliarcbus  and  Archomhrctus  ctmtraB  « 
mutual  friendftnp  while  tbey  remain  at 
Timocka's  boufe-.  —  The  farmer  gives  an 
account  of  thefiate  of  Sidfy^  and  of  Lyco^ 
genets  rebellion. 

WHILE  Poliarchus  was  Ipeaking, 
they  arrived  at  the  lady's  tnanfion^ 
which  was  npt  far  from  Pthinthia,  upon 
the  banks  of  the  river  Hymara,  bounded 
•on  one  fide  by  the  river^  on  the  other  by 
a  grove.  The  houfe  itfelf  was  high  and 
well  built,  commanding  a  beautiful  pro- 
i|)e6t  of  the  river  and  adjacent  fields,  while 
the  v^XKid  and  neighbouring  hills  added 
to  the  pleafentncls  of  the  fituation.  The 
family  was  large,  and  accommodated  with 
fuch  fervants  as  became  a  lady  who  waa 
herfelf  an  example  of  virtue  and  chaftity: 
She  had  lately  buried  her  hufband;  and 
her  behaviour  as  a  widow  added  to  the 
luflrc  o^  her  charadcr. 

Thi* 
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This  lady  put  an  end  to  the  'convei^- 
fation  between  her  guejfts,  by  her  kind 
greeting  and  grateful  faofpitality  >  and  thfe 
•decfinfe  of  the  day  prevailed  oh  them  td 
itcccpi  btv  tckxitcffj  and  to  fup  and  lodge 
there.  While  the  iupper  was  preparing, 
Foliarchus  walhed  h^  wounds  i^th  yinc- 
gar  and  wates,  to  prevent  their  inflaming, 
and-  aiterwaitift  anointed  them  with  oil  in 
which  the  flowers  of  afcyrbn  had  been. 
Heepcd^j  thinking  •  himfcif  fafer  in  ufing 
known  and  cafy  remedies,  than  in  the 
hands  of  iiich  furgeons  as  often  make  their 
gains  by  an  artful  Jand  unheccflaiy  delay. 

Supper  beklgbrdugRt  in,  and  alt  being 
fit  down  together,  Timocfea  enquired 
with  politeiieJs  and  ^fcretion  of  the  ftran* 
ger  concerning  his  name  and  country,  and 
whether  he.  cime  to  Sicily  by  chance  or 
defign  ?  He  anlwered,  that  he  was  of 
'Africa^  biit'  tkat  his  parents  had 'enjoined 
hini  to  cbnceal  his  name  and  family,  and 
till  his  teturn  home  he  wa^  commanded  to 
tali  himfclf  Archombrbtiis ;  but  for  the 
itft>  hfe  cciiicfl^^frtely'^hatlie  was  not 

'  compelled 
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MmpeH^  bf.  coMr^y  wiads  to  feek  the 
jcp^  4)f  Sicily,  but  c^uQe .  volimtar^y,  hi 
jot^qc  to.  ipfTprpve  hiff^flf  by  *he  ipc^ty 

^dd  reported ^  t^j  Iti^up^^  ifi.it^s  4cii^o$q. 
Fa^af chvs  ,  <^>  Tinpoqlea  vfete  equa% 
iurfH'izild  diat>  ^r^ea  ^uld  ^^o^cfs  » 
jwith  ipf  %-lj  i»5C  .b€^y^  10.  lyU^f  h^  he 
/aij.jC33i$lie4.  i^  K9P0*rym«.|,/b©ftde$»j^ 

Jus  xoaiury  out  4)f  la  ^fipp.  to  .ii^pcfii^ 
Hmifif  ki  virtuous.  <apd  la^udable  kWw* 
to%e. '  4fter  jj^ifjw,  ^^j^^^r^  ^  Jbis 
turja,  ;j3eg3n  to  ^enquire  ^  goUttdijj^, 
Jbow:iC7;hfyg)(^n(;d  ^itb^t  .Sicily  was  ^^fiktcd: 
•iK^thTo^>ber3'?-Tr^^.4Jw^^X^^  was 

jfuppofcd  to  comei.  »-^~-;,;Ai?d  what  .was 
•the  iUte^£  £k%;  .^B^  wix^t  ygfj^vs-^f^w^^ 
^\ed  it?  .     _    ..  :  r  .      . 

r  When  they  ;  were  4<)tired  to  feft,  •  (jfor 
ihiey^  4eilij^„  ^  1^^^  ^^^^)  Poliar- 
,^us  therefojne  bqgdJQ  to.  opjen  to  him  the 
jgfiiefcnf  ftate .  of  *afiau:s  ,19  Sicjlj.  ,  Af^Py 

rate 


xaije  kto  vices  ^  ^4  wfeat  j^  mofe  fti»ngfi^ 

cjjidraxaers  of  the  tin^^s^.iappiear  jjither  yh- 
jtufes  ^r  vk^*--^Mdca»d9r  (as^  I  f^j^^^jt 
ypia  »nnpt  bp  igfiprwt)  Jiow  fii^wrsf  the 
nrp^ri  <Df  5Scay.-^A  priace  of  a  mild  and 

lieait-^^dervea  from  thc^v  JRerhaps.it ^ 
no  contradiftion  to  &y  chat;  Aus  ripi,si<»w 
it^oes  aroie  fi-i^m  too  m^Ach  ha|>pAni6fS),  as^ 
/Scfcoefe  4oe6  fQpi^diaf>e&  #Qni  t(EK)  gmar^ 
^o^  Qf  fecakh.  .:,,.. 

In  >chc  h^w^iiag  ^f  feis  rdgo,  6n(dii^ 
^.iWiiigp  ii>  ;a  ftat^  -of  peaw,  he  gav^ 
^9ife]f  4}p  ^  his  pleaAires^  I)iirm}ie&. 
Qf\t%ii\^^^  aad&ch  gs  are  c^^naoo  ^k 
priftcep  i  feut  yet  ewn  jthefe  fcr^cd  i»  .<K£. 
xwc^  ihc  eafiaeii  of  jiis  i^^tupe;,  and  *h^ 
ie  mi^  be  iflf^fcd  oa  with  impumtR. 
He  was  immoderately  foi>d.  of  ton  ting, 
-a^d  by  tfee  digerj^at  4j;mds  erf  it  he  difti«r 
gliiiffa^  .the  4caibi^,  He  made  ^iendihfpf. 
JK^Mfefid^raHAy,  attd  J^^wfu^d  thein  withpi^ 

^difcretioiK 
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difcretion.  Prodigal  in  hk  bounties,  inr- 
patient  of  bufinefs,  he  (hook  ofF  the 
•weight,  leaving  it  to  men  incapable  and 
iinworthy,  without  gratitude  or  fidelity. 
—  I  would  to  heaven,  Archombrotus, 
thefe  things  could .  be  concealed  5  yet  I 
would  rather  you  fliould  hear  an  account 
from  me  than  ftom  common  reporr ;  for 
the  king^s  enemies  aggravate  thefe  mat- 
ters, and  make  them  appear  much  worfe 
than  in  reality  they  are. 

From  fuch  beginnings  have  proceeded 
nil  the  mifchiefs  which  have  fmce  fallen 
upon  the- head  of  this  good  kiftg ;  chiefly 
by  the  envy  and  ambition  of  a  certain 
man,  named  Lycogenes,  whai  treacheroufly 
laid  in  w^ait  ta  take  advantage  of  the 
king's  errors.  This  man,  proud  of  his 
defcent,  which  he  derives  from  antient 
kings,  was  ever  impatient  of  any  fupe*- 
rior;  a  man  equally  capable  to  advife 
and  execute  j  with  feigned  humility  court- 
ing the  favour  of  the  people  by  his  flat- 
tcries,  yet  upon  occafion  exceeding  ^  all 
mtw   in  pride,    crueUy,    and  falfehood* 

a  Hi 
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He  cafily  deceived  Mcleandcr,  a  prince 
of'  a  gentle  and  ingenuous  difpofition; 
and  while  the  king  retired  from  bufinefs 
and  cares,  Lycogenes  filled  the  couft 
with  men  of  his  own  faction  ;  beftowed 
public  offices  upon  all  friends,  as  if  every 
thing  was  in  his  difpofal ;  and  infinuated 
all  that  could  be  faid  to  the  king's  di£^ 
advantage,  till  at  laft  no  part  of  the  king- 
dom rem^uned  iree  from  the  infeftion* 

And  now  pride  and  ambition  amoed 
the  traitor  againft  his  ibvereign,  only  not 
openly  declaring  himielf.  At  length  Me- 
kander  awakened^  and  recolkfted  himlelf^ 
and'  the  duties  of  a  king ;  in  greatnefi  of 
Ipirit  inferior  [to  none  of  his  predeceflbrs, 
when  he  pleafes,  of  a  deep  apprehenfion^ 
and  not  to  be  deceived  but  by  his  own 
eafinefe  of  dilpofition*    ' 

I  cannot  fufficiehtfy  deicribe  the  in. 
ftances  he  hath  given  both  of  valow  aiid 
prudence,  fince  the  vices  of  others  have 
compelled  him  to  make  ufe  of  his  own 
virtues.  However,  though  he  wias  cei-- 
tain  of^  Lycogenes^s  treafonablt  prifticc^, 

he 
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Jic  forbore  10  uSsim  pawer  to  da  himfelf 
jufticse ;  thiaking  it  Sufficient  for  him  Xf> 
:fru^^^  this  ememy's  4de%n$0  and  to  draw 
^oflT^oipc^  of  his  friends  ^  as  he^eveo  fome- 
:  lifnes  ^oped  by  favours  to  «re;claim  4h^t 
i^pgrtte&l  ^n^n  {bimTcif ;  but  be,  diidaifx- 
[ifl&  .If)  iPCQf^t.pf  jardon  from  any  ,oae^ 
if^tAy  dpct^oed  war  .. agaiinft  his  pniKie  v 

tioiVir-T.Ae:  kfflg;:h#  rAi9^  W\y  rdwj^ty^ 

t^clf  ^olv?  -7-  W,oi4d  jfou  Jthink  i^  Arf  hoiw- 
.]0KQtp^.?r,^he  had  th^^k^ldu^  4»/afpii;)e  {o 

,iH»jfte*ldl  :    '..'  •.>  ...    I    -'•.'  :■.-  -1 

^j:.  ;U;^?e^|i6,  »  jc^e  At  ;Ja]e  w^tuh  of  it^e 
^,ri\^r..AUl?us,.:#wE^rp  the  ^pri^eis  ^t  that 
time  refided ;    thithpr  4-1^^^^ :  ^^^^  yt 

.  ^^-A^  -aftd  ^»i>vda;ughteri,.^ut  thi§  jtr«- 
J^  ^QO^  ,np  c^]^,  4hp  .vilhins,  ,peri(bj^ 
4n j;li^  .^tieinptj.  Mek^aiii^er  affributcs  >U?e;r 
dfsliv^ance  to  tht^  go44^&  ;^^U^.  "^^^ 
ii^^tes,  id^  tb«fe,ry|: 

fiana 
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fian$  -were  overthpown.  He  thcrefofe 
ihews  eveiy  rmark  of  gratitude  to  ho'i 
he  commands  her  fymbol  to  be  ^$iDp(Q4 
ypOQ  his  cofto^  ^ad  cvicr  .^Aace,  M  .all 
j;),«bik:  feftjA^als,  lie  ^wears-no  other i<t£Ows 
i>ut  .a  W'Fe^h  i^  o]iv^. .  £ut  .udiat  i^ 
4nore^ihQWiS  his  aoUe'  aad  J)riaiaely':]|^r^ 
he  hssiievm^  hi^only  sda^ght^r^  (ib  fof^g 
,^  . Ae  ^^Hi^ios  >wtat)«(t;n€d»  i^  jdhje,  4iirfii^i: 
xtf  ith^  jg^<tts,i  aw^  yjsM  .^i^y  tfee>  h*r 
w  \f  uWicxdays,  c^lofhed  m  4kc  y^mmu 
^f  ,a  pmeftoft;  (yQu  "Oii^y  ^qe  riat^r  (£»lr 
jToynci^d  -jby  a  <}hok  >Qf  .ppicAs  ^  Mirgin^b 
jK^offryiffig  (he  iiolyiisitos ^f  jhe,(god&^ 
'Y^,  i8!t)iiid:  rftot '«hi$  ifavi^a  toiteawon 
•ftMCftt  the  >Mrt»s  5if.  -ft  icivtt  aiwr.  ^or 
^is  Ai^awiw^aiid  unpar^Qii^ble  ^tempt 
^Ihyc^g^msi  ivafi.f^Mpwod  kgr  n»ropc» 
4fid  violent  jisofc^tiioni  JUe^  oon^bandL 
-thas  bimfeGf,  ^dndyE«te$rtKrfoa{i»  nms  perfi^ 
ifitoted'hjriih^'iRii^i'  im^eafof^  ^{[i^ticmdii 
-not  /be  pfoaned  agaififti  bkxiv  rJie  ^alfoi  itifijk 
fiuated,  tliaic  ti|e  ^seoples  i^roogs  ^veiie 
^fiipfjoftdbli^,  tmfi  that  -they  ^t^  'not 
a:«d«^  jfbe  aiijuvk«''^fi  thoife^  j99Ilo  irfiflstft 

the 


the  king  but  by  taking  arms  agaihft  him. 
He  was  very  ptfWerftd  in  faction  and 
followers. 

Ok)6demus,Erifthenes,and  Menocritus'^ 
govcrnOTs  of  great  provinces,  were  of  his 
party.  •  Many  out  of  levity  of  mind 

oppofed  the  king,  but  more  won  by  the 
diffimulation  of  this  man,  who  pretended 
that  he  only  fought  forredrefs  of  grievances. 
At  length,  fwoln  with  infolence  and  pre* 
iumption,  he  ofiered  battle  to  the  king^. 
ilrho refufed  not  the  challenge.  It  isnow 
but  fifteen  days  fince  we  met  in  the 
fields  of  Gelas  ^  the  engagement  waa» 
bloody;  for  the  rebels  fought  ift-bravtty 
in  defence  of  their  wickednefi^  as  we  for 
tiie  iafety  of  the  ftate.  Towards  <?v«eniftg 
the  vi6koFy  inclined  to  the  king»  whto 
iLycc^nes  founded  a  retreat  to  his  £rat^- 
icped  troops^  that  inftead-  of  flying,  they 
tnighft  appear  to  retire  in  good  ordek:  *,  and 
the  king  fufFeredthem  to  retreat,  withi- 
put  purfuing  his  advantage  farther  ^  either 
defiriag.to  fyii^the  blood  erf"  his  people, 
or  elfe  fearing  ambu&es  in  ithe  lai^t^ 
;  ;?  perhaps 
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perhaps  alio  he  hfidcaufe  to:fufp^£fa|e, 
faith  of  fome  about  bim^  fpr  Ly^cpgefii^s. 
had  many  fecret  as  well  as  declared  parti-. 
fans;  there  are  many  abput.  the.  court 
who  fecredy  favour  the  fadipn^,  though 
they  appear  on  the  .^de  of  the  king* 
Thus  is  Meleander  every  wa.y  perplexed  % 
the  couniels  of  .his  nqbility  fufpicious,  his 
fecrets  betrayed  to  his  enemies,  and  no 
leis  treachery  againft  him  in  the  court  than 
in  the  field.  ^  He  therefore  applied  himlelf[ 
to  a  treaty  of  peace,  not  confiding  in  his 
vii^ry;  and,  as  if  the  war  were  ftill 
going  on,  ren^ainingyet  in  his  encampment. 
Several  meffengere  ,now-  pafled  between 
the  two  armies.  Lyco^enes  fenteipbaiTadgr^ 
to  the  king,  in  appearance  to  obtain  burial 
for  the  dead,  but  in  reality  to  treat  of 
peace;  which  they  found  fo  welcqme  to 
the  king,  that  thcfe  infolent  petitioners 
perceiving  their  own  confcquenccj  dared  to 
prefcribp  the  conditions  to  their'  con-: 
quecor.  ^  -Meleander  was  glad  to  give  them. 
peace  upon  any  termi^  thinking'  if  the 
people  miikd  t^  Lycogenes  were  once 

difperfed, 
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dli^^ed,-' it  would  b^  dlflfttilt  txy'geft 
tfttbk  tbX  jtoSrttbfe'  aganr,  'antf*  that  time 
giving  TelpitCi^  tfte'-feftbn-  would  oF  ItMP 
TttAt  away  ta  nothing,  or  grow  odio«$  tor 
the'pebpk- ;  or  ^elfe,  -  that;  grown^  weary  of 
rtC|vrfties;-thepeo^  ihight'of  thcttrfel^res' 
itttf/ri'ttj^tftek^bbcdierice:  •  <i  ;•.    * 

'  i  •t^6n^,''Ai^choiiibfbtas,  I  did-  not 
ipprdve  of  trhis  pfeact;  Btit  myybtith^  and 
AetobfideratfenroF'my  country  'mader' Ad' 
ftirftrl' to^  lyy-any^Mrg^  a^ainff^  ky  foir 
f  M\airt'a  *ftfa1n^ei*''like  yourfelf^  and* 
ribthin^*  made  me  take  *the  part  bf '^e- 
teW(f(irv'  biiif  that  hiis'  rhisfortune  is'  an 
di^Sifipl6^  to^  atf  nitiOhs,*  w1i6  tali  li'evef  ^dftjoy 
^^ftrtlfed:  p^^a^cev  ^^"tfee  fiibjea  may  openly 
<!hfetk:^  hf^'prihte  for  his  faiilb,^  while  ^  he 
Ta^s  fiiares  for  his  virtues.*.  '  Therefore 
^hilV  this  "uncertaih  peace  i^  eoriclUding,^ 
f  bhtyfexd  go  td  Agrigentum,  f  am  ^uridu^ 
it\  the  chbice  of' arms  and'  weapons,  and 
r^teve  heard  that  exccftent  ohe§  are  thadi 
Al^fe  by  a  itranger,  a  native  6r£  *  •' 
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Archonihdtus  ytijpe^s  Tolidrttfufs  (mfiVi^t^ 
teacons.  are  fired.  An^  account' of  tbai^ 
cu^om. .  Tiniocka  fehds^h  '  ehi^ltire''ihlf 
occajion.  of 'ihdM0f^  alarm.     "     "'         '-' 

ARCHOMB5«Oq?U^Si.gt«ddilf-db> 
^roared  tM  fp^e^i'df  Pftliflttilnuv  «* 

taidmgthe  p^vr  of  WkV^^Mit^l  f^vA^h^^^ 
ihveigtiing  agamfl?  tlfe*  f&^ohr^^  Kb  '^^ftWJ^i 

King's  dirtigHtetnWas,^  wfiort^tttis  feifeiidJfeteb 
intended  to*  rtak^  hx^  fkf  •,  ^«  6>ir\  •  faid) 
he,  r  havt-lledrrflfl^'AfScfei-•fha«^feer:.Ifl«Wi 
i$  AtgedtsV  and'  tH^  fft^  i^^cpj^fll^j^oiiioi 
beautf  and'^viftae,'*^^  AS  thfefo^WE*as^<iiiw> 
*cifiis^  'Was-  feized  i*ith » a'  titrnWlingj-  audi 
caf&ng  down  *iiii^  ejMS^  -'liiillPeMdr:  .¥^ 
fa^hefiktioi);^'  tHa«  ik^  y^^^i/bo^tflmMjt 
years;of  ^t/^  1^  fl*ri*g«ni  t^awgrnotiod 

deflrotoifr^if^ove^  th^^e^wtle  l>I  kiahao^ 

«       --    i  and 
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and  of  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  and  perceiving 
th^t  Poliarchus  had  recollected  himfelf^ 
he  again  turned  the  difcourfe  to  Argenis» 
CPquirij9g»  whether  her  beauty  and  accom- 
pliijiments  were  equal  to  their  fame ; 
when,  feeing  Poliarchus  as  much  difcon- 
xcrtcd  iat  the  fecond  attack,  as  at  the  lirft, 
being  fatisfied  in  a  fufpicion  he  had  con- 
ceived, he  endeavoured  to  divert  the 
converiafion  to  other  fubjeds.  He  then 
aflced  him, .  who  were  the  friends  of  Mele- 
andcr  ?  Xh^Cods,  replied  the  youth,  have 
BQt  yet:  |b;:eniirely  abandoned  Sicily,  but 
that  there  are  feme  amongft  them  worthy 
of  their  high  rank,  and  the  King's  favour. 
Among  nhe  jpoftjqnin^nt  is  Cleobulus, 
a  ^nian.;eKceUeni:  in^  counfel^  Eurimedes 
and  Arlidas.  ai-e  famous  warriors,  and  no 
Ie&;a]ble  ftatefmens  there  are  alfo  two 
fbreignecs  of  the  prder  of  Priefthood,  true 
friends  to  SicUy,  Ibburemes  andDimal- 
lKus^r.wk^  njediation  the  King  chiefly, 
«fed,,that.h(^  n]u^t.,npt  frem  to  yield  to. 
diihon0ura]>le  conditions  with  Lycogenes, 
l-omti^mxtc  Qthti^f  i^hgfe  Joyaky  reoiaina 
ij  .;  unihakei^ 
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unfliaken  to  their  Sovereign;  but  thefe  you 
will  diftinguifti  from  the  reft,  by  their 
virtues  and  loyal  deportment,  when  you 
flxall  have  refided  fome  time  in  this  court. 

It  was  now  grown  late,  and  both  being 
weary,  they  went  to  bed  $  but  though  they 
kft  off  talking,  yet  did  not  their  fecret 
cares  fbrfake  their  minds.  Archombrotus 
ruminated  upon  the  late  battle,  and  grieved 
at  the  approaching  peace !  Where  fliould 
he  now  cxercife  himfelf  in  feats  of  arms  t 
how  recommend  his  fpirit  and  courage  to 
the  notice  of  Meleander !  Then  he  reflefted 
upc»i  the  behaviour  cf  Poliarchus,  admiring 
why  he,  fo  bold  and  dauntlefs  in  fight  and 
fortunes,  (hould  be  abalhed  at  the  napie  of 
a  virgin,  fince,  though  his  merits  were 
great,  yet  neither  his  birth  nor  fortune 
feemcd  fufficient  to  encourage  him  to 
think  of  fuch  a  marriage :  yet  again  he 
refle6bed,  that  if  a  private  man  loves  the 
princefs,  there  is  no  doubt  but  a  man  in 
love  forgets  every  danger,  and  when  a 
lover  is  afllired  of  a  return,  he  will  run 
all  hazards  to  deferv^is  fortune. 

Vol.  I.  C  -    As 
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As  for  Poliarchus,  he  was  racked  be* 
tween  his  fears  and  hopes,  and  long  lay 
in  a  moil  uneafy  ftate  of  fufpence :  at 
length  they  both  fell  afleep ;  but  in  a  fhort 
time  were  difturbed  by  the  noife  of  people 
running  ^  up  and  down  in  the  houfe,  and 
foon  after,  fome  of  Timoclea*s  fervants 
called  at  their  door,  and  told  them  their 
lady  was  coming  to  the  chamber.  Alio* 
niflied  and  heavy  with  their  firft  fleep,  they 
arofe  haftily,  and  put  on  their  clothes,  when 
ifluing  out,  they  met  Timoclea  in  their 
way,  who  excufed  herfelf  for  difturbing 
them  at  that  time  of  night  "  There 
is  fome  bufinefs  of  great  importance  on 
foot,  my  guefts,  faid  (he,  and  fo  it  is 
much  the  more  alarming  in  that,  being 
night,  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  get  any  cer- 
tain information  of  it.  The  beacons  are 
lighted  upon  the  hills,  which  it  is  death 
to  fire  unlefs  by  the  king's  orders,  and 
when  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  requires  the 
utmoft  dilpatch.  So  faying,  fhe  led  them 
up  to  the  top  of  the  houfe,  which  was 
flat  roofed,  for  the  ^leafure  of  walking, 
.  .  from 
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from  •whence,  the  fky  being  clear,  and 
the 'moon  not  fliining,  they  faw  plainly 
the  fires,  which  blazed  \ipon  the  fummits 
of  the  hills.  They  had  not  gazed  long, 
when  from  the  neighbouring  town,  the 
confufed  murmurs  of  mens  voices  ftruck 
their  ears,  difturbing  the  filence  of  the 
night.  The  ftrangers  now  advifed  that  the 
gates  fbould  be  locked,  to  prevent  robbers 
from  taking  advantage  of .  the  tumult,  to 
commit  fome  outrage  ;  but  Timoclea  ob-_ 
ferved,  whatever  bufinefs  it  might  be,  that 
was  thus  publicly  divulged  and  notified, 
they  could  not  be  too  foon  informed  of  it : 
"  The  town  of  Phthinthia,  faid  fhe,  is 
near,  -whither  (if  you  my  guefts  approve 
it)  I  will  fend  a  fervant  to  learn  the  truth.'* 
They  approving  her  counfel,  came  down 
with  her  to  the  gate,  and  fent  away  Iier 
fervant,  with  a  command  to  difcover  the 
caufe  of  this  upro^.  In  the  mean  time 
they  went  into  an  apartment  on  the  firft 
floor,  and  placing  the  lady  between  them, 
they  afked  her,  what  was  that  cullom  in 
Sicily,  and  the  ufe  of  it.  "  I  have  lived 
C  2  about 
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about  a  year  in  Sicily,  faid  Poliarchus, 
and  this  is  the  firft  time  I  have  feen  it." 
**  Have  you  not  ohfcrved,  returned  Timo^ 
cica,  that  upon  the  fununit  of  every  high 
faillatree  is  let,  like  the  maft  of  a  ifaip,  and 
on  its  top  a  cavity  bound  round  with  iron 
hoops  ?  I  have,  faid  Poliarchus.  Thcfe, 
flie  proceeded,  are  the  public  trees,  upon 
which  fires  being  lighted  by  the  King's 
commands,  give  fignal  to  the  people  to 
hold  themfelvcs  in  readinefs  to  execute 
his  orders.  They  are  called  beacons,  and 
the  peopk  who  firfl:  fee  them,  light  up 
others  upon  the  next  hills,  by  which  thofe 
ftill  further  off,  receive  warning,  until; 
with  admirable  celerity,  the  alarm  jun% 
through  the  whole  ifland.  The  people, 
in  the  mean  time,  arm  themfelves, 
and  ftand  ready  for  the  king's  fervice, 
until  a  meffenger  arrives  from  the  king, 
declaring  his  pleafurc.  From  thence  the 
citizens,  upon  frefh  horfes,  ride  poft  to  the 
next  towns,  and  fo  to  other  cities,  with 
the  fame  expedition.  Thus  the  whole 
iQand  is  quickly  raifed,  and  ready  to  afiift 

the 
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the  king/  Neither  are  thefe  fires  lighted 
without  fome  great  neceffity.  Once  before 
i  have  feen  them,  when  fearch  was  made 
for  traitors,  who  aflaulted  the  king.  The 
gods  grant  that  they  be  not  now  kindled 
for  fome.  more  fhockii^  caufe,  and  that 
they  have  not  effefted  their  intended  mif- 
chief!"  Poliarchus  did  n6t  allow  of  ti^ir 
utility,  and  only  faid,  fmiling,  ^'  I  expeft- 
ed,  lady,  that  you  would  have  derived  this 
curious  Cuftom  from  the  moft  ancient  tra- 
dition of  the  lights,'  which  Ceres,  when 
robbed  of  her  daughter,  kindled  from  the 
vapours  of  mount  ^tna:  But  can  this 
Hidden  tumuk  benefit  the  ftate  ?  and 
wherein  is  the  prince  better  ferved  by  con- 
fufion  in  the  night,  than  by  regular  and 
orderly  direftions  in  the  day  ?'*  The  lady 
replied,  **  This  mititution,  Poliarchus,  is 
not  fo  ufelefs  as  you  fuppofe :  Even  the  *- 
governors  of  the  fea-ports,  warned  by 
thefe  fires,  cham  up  the  harbours,  and  make 
ready  their  gallies,  in'  cafe  they  fhould  be 
wanted  for  a  fea-fight.  The  people  like- 
wife,  under  their  offi(^ers»  frand  to  their 
C  3  arms; 
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arms ;  fo  that  if  an  enemy  fhould  pafs  by 
thofe  at  fea,  they  find  them  prepared  by 
land.  There  is  alfo  anodier  ule  of  thefe 
public  fires,  —  if  any  delinquent,  who  is 
obnoxious  to  the  laws,  endeavours  to  fly 
out  of  Sicily  to  efcape  jufticc,  he  is  there- 
by prevented ;  for  after  the  beacons  are 
fifed,  it  is  treafon  for  any  man  to  fet  fail 
from  the  ports ;  and  whofoever  harbours 
the  criminal,  becomes  liable  to  the  fanae 
puhifhment." 

From  this  difcourfe  of  Timoclea,  they 
fell  into  other  fubjeits,  queftioning  among 
themfelves,  what  might  be  the  caufe  of 
this  tumult.  Poliarchus  feared  the  worft ; 
Lycogenes  was  not  to  be  trufted,  and  Me- 
leander  lay  open  to  treachery,  as  well  from 
the  infidelity  of  his  fervants,  as  from  the 
greatnefs  oif  his  own  ipirit^  difdaining  to 
fear,  though  upon  juft  grounds,  and 
neglefted  to  ufe  fuch  precautions  as  ia 
his  fituation  were  become  neceflary. 

While  they  were  thus  difcourfing  of  the 
mifchiefs  of  civil  war,  Timoclea  fliowed 
her  guefls  the  following  verfcs,    which 

Nico- 
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Nicopompus,  a  man  eminent  for  learning, 
and  greatly  in  the  king's  favour,  made 
againft  Lycogenes,  inveighing,  with  the 
freedom  of  a  poet,  againft  his  pride  and 
prefumption,  in  afpiring  to  the  crown  of 
Mekander,  and  the  hand  of  Argenis,  his 
daughter. 

What  plague  inlefts  ttie  peace  of  worldly  ftates. 
And  threatens  Orowns  and  heaven-born  potentat^ij 
What  fury  does  the  people's  rage  provoke. 
That  thos  they  rufh  into  a  tyrant's  yoke ! 
Difdaining  to  fubmit  to  lawfal  fway. 
To  lawlefs  faction  all  their  homage  pay. 
Faith,  troth,  and  loyalty,  to  heaven  are  fled. 
And  rage  and  difcord  govern  in  their  dead. 
So  when  proud  Earth,  from  her  dark  bowels  freed 
Her  giant  brood,  fhe  urg*d  their  impious  deed. 
Shewed  them  the  heav'nly  manfions  from  afar. 
And  urg'd  the  monilers  to  provoke  the  war; 
Who  hop'd  to  heav'n  by  hills  on  hills  to  cox^ie ; 
But  Jove's  own  bolts  their  monftrous  bulks  entomb^ 
And  hide  again  in  their  proud  mother's  womb. 
And  thou,  this  kingdom's  ominous  portent  ( 
Like  the  new-horn'd  Ceraftes  violent ! 
The  land's  difturber,  wilfully  mifled 
To  feize  the  father's  crown,  the  daughter's  bed, 
Shalt  feek  in  vain ;  and  to  thy  more  difgrace, 
Ixion  like,  an  empty  cloud  embrace. 

C  4  Mu<4 
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Macl^  (hak  tbou  fulTer  liere,  and  aftet  deai^ 

Thy  ibul  ta  •»dkfs  tortures  ihtll  bequeath ; 

Thy  trembling  limbs,  bound  to  the  racking  wheel. 

On  liver  (hall  th'  infernal  vulture  feel  ; 

On  thy  vile  corpfe,  ftruck  by  the  Thunderer 

^tna,  the  tomb  of  mongers,  fliall  inter  ; 

Whet«  flames  Enceladuis  ^U  breathing  yields. -«n». 

Oh  Phoebus,  if  Pclorus'  flowery  fields 

Repos'd  and  fed  thofe  facred  herds  of  thine  ! 

Herpules,  Ceres,  Venos  Ericyne  ! 

Ye  foreign  gods,  ye  native  deities, 

To  whom  Sicilia  offers  facrifice  ! 

Proted  the  cao(e  of  lawful  kings,  that  thty 

May  fafely  houoort  to  your  altars  pay  I 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Vmockds  fervjgnt  firings  tidings  ^  that  PoU-^ 
arthus  is  prodaimed  s  traitor^  and  thdit 
the  beacons  vxn  fired  in  crder  to  take 

WHILE  they  were  reading  thefe 
lines,  news  was  brought,  that 
Timoclea*s  meflenger  was  returned.  All 
the  family  flocked  about  him,  defirous  to 
know  rfie  truth  of  what  they  yet  feared  to 
enquh-e  about;  but  the  fervant  deenoing 
it  improper  to  publifh  the  news  he  brought 
before  the  ftrangers,  called  his  lady  afide, 
and  to  her  difclofed  the  fecret.  She  was 
amazed,  and  the  man  himfelf  trembled : 
at  length  Timoclea,  being  endued  with 
great  prefence  of  mind,  took  him  into  an 
inner  room,  that  his  fellows  might  not 
queftipn  him,  and  defiring  her  guefts  to 
follow  them,  fhe  Ihiit  the  door,  and  com- 
manded her  fervant  to  relate  before  them 
what  he  had  heard.  **  When  I  entered 
the  towa  (feid  he)  I  met  with  many  going.. 
C  5  to 
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to  and  froj  fcarcely  knowing  whither  they 
went.     At  every  door  was  a  light,  and  the 
pcop^Cj    gathering  in  circles,    flood  like 
men  ftruck  dumb  with  furprife.     I  joined 
myfelf  to  the  firft  company,    and  heard 
them   fay,    that  Poliarchus  was  charged 
with    treafon,    and    foiight    for    to    be 
puniflied,  and  for  this  cauife  the  beacons 
were    fired.      I,    thinking    they     might 
miftakc  the  name,  afked  what  Poliarchus 
this  was,  and  what  might  be  his  offence. 
They  told  me    it    was    Poliarchus    the 
ftranger,  who  had  lived  above  a  year  in 
Sicily,    famous  in  arms,  and  till  now  in 
high  favour  with  the  king.     Of  his  fault 
they  were  ignorant;    but  knew  that  he 
was  condemned  by  the  king,  and  by  his 
order  fought  for  every  where  with   the 
Vitmoft  diligence.     Pafling  on  to  another 
company,  I  found  they  all  agreed  in  the 
fame  ftory  :  fo  thinking  the  matter  certainly 
true,    I  made  hafte  home  to  give  you 
information.'* 

At  this  report  Archombrotus  and  Ti- 
moclea  fixed  their  eyes  upon  Poliarchus : 

he 
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he  pale  and  trembling,  hot  with  guilt  or 
fear,  but  (corn  of  the  danger  and  impa^ 
tience  of  the  itproach,  afked  the  feryant 
if  he  ipoke  the  truth,  and  then  enquired 
of  the  lady,  if  her  fervant  were  in  his 
right'  mind.  He  walked  about  in  a 
ftrange  perplexity,  like  a  man  m  a  dreamy 
but  kept  filence  fome  moments,  left,  in 
fo  great  a  conflidt  of  mind,  he  might  let 
fall  from  him  words  of  complaint  againft 
fortune,  or  difrefpedful  words  againft 
the  king ;  but  as  the  importance  of  the 
bufinefs,  and  the  doubt  whether  he  could 
truft  to  that  houfe  for  his  fafety,  would 
admit  of  no  delay ;  at  laft,  lifting  up 
his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  "  Ye  gods 
of  Sicily,  faid  he,  and  all  ye  heavenly 
powers  that  protect  virtue ;  ye  genii  and 
houfehold  gods  of  Mcleander,  who  hav« 
received  and  entertained  me  as  a  gueft, 
I  invoke  and  adjure  you,  I  call  you  to 
witnels,  if  I  have  any  wa/ wronged  the. 
king  or  the  ftate  of  Sicily ;  if  on  my  part 
I  have  forfeited  the  privilege  of  hofpitality„ 
or  in  apy  refpeft  defcrved  to  be  ftigmatifcd 
C  6  with 
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with  this  public  mark  of  treaibn  ahd 
infamy.  If  I  have  been  guilly,  then  do 
you  give  me  up  to  punifliment,  and  let 
me  perilh  by  a.  (hamcful  death,  by  the 
hands  of  my  bittereft  enemits  I  But  if  I 
have  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours  and 
abilities  for  the  good  of  this  kingdom,  and 
this  calamity  falls  upon  nie  undefervediy, 
then  grant,  oh  ye  gods,  that  I  may  prove 
my  innocence  both  to  the  king  and  people, 
and  depart  this  ifland  in  peace  and  fdfety, 
not  leaving  behind  me  a  bafe  and  art 
ignoble  name  and  memory!  For  you, 
lady,  I  will  by  no  means  involve  you  in 
my  danger ;  but  this  very  night  I  will  go 
forth  into  the  fields,  and  free  your  houfe 
from  the  infeftion  of  my  misfortunes.*^ 
Archombrotus  at  this  was  plunged  in 
anxiety,  ^  and  fb  far  had  one  day's  ac- 
quaintance endeared  Poliarchus  to  him, 
that  he  offered  to  run  all  hazards 
with  him.  By  their  countenance;  fpeech 
and  geftures,  one  could  not  difcover 
whofe  was  the  danger,  only  Archom- 
brotus feemed  by  far  the  moft  angry. 

The 
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The  lady,  diflembling  her  thoughts, 
faid  fhe  wouU  fead  again  £^r  a  more  cer- 
tain account.  In  the  mean  time  Ihe 
ordemd  ^hsr  fetvant  to  ftsgr  in  that  room^ 
sftd  coaveytd  her  guefts  inta  a  more 
prtvace  one,  »  advift  further  witb  t^ . 


38 
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CHAP.    V. 


Timclea  courttoujfy  offers  her  aJfi/taiKe  to 

prefervt  Peliarcbus.    Preteniif^  to  leave 

bery  be  iefcMs  into  a  vault  hlot^gh^  to 

the  beufe,    which   leads    to    the    river 

Hymara, 

BEING  retired  from  obferving  eyes, 
Timoclea  gave  vent   to  her  grief, 
and  lamented  the  hard  fate  of  Poliarchus, 
of  whofe  innocence  (he  doubted  no  more 
than  of  the  truth  of  the  king's  difpleafure  -, 
for  ihe  knew  the  difcretion  of  her  fervant 
too  well  to  doub.t  of  the  certainty  of  his 
report.     She  fi«:ly  offered  her  houfe  and 
affiftance  to  Poliarchus  in  whatever  manner 
he  pleafed,  to  ufe  both  for  his  fafety :  "  But 
alas  1   faid  (he,  recollciaing  herfelf,  what 
can  this  houfe  or  its  miftrcfs,  or  the  aid 
of  Archombrotus,  do  againft  the  king  ? 
the  foldiers  will  foon  be  here  in  arms,  and 
breaking  open  the  houfe  difcover  us,  or 
beat  it  down  and  bury  us  in  the  ruins : 

we 
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we  cannot  hope,  that  all  my  £unily 
will  keep  the  fecret,  but  that  feme  one, 
if  you  remain  here,  will  difcover  it.  Yet 
I  have  ftill  a  refource  for  you,  Poliarchus, 
if  you  Will  accept  it,  that  will  be  the 
means  of  concealing  you  till  this  danger 
ispaft.  The  firft  builders  of  this  houfe 
contrived  a  vaulted  room  under  ground, 
that  is  this  day  unknown  to  any  but  myfelf  * 
there  are  three  different  p^fTages  to  it, 
which  have  as  many  trap-doors  opening 
into  the  fields  :  there  molt  eafily  may  you 
lie  concealed,  and  efcape  the  defigns  c^ 
your  enemies,  I  would  have  you  pretend 
to  take  leave  of  me,  as  if  affrighted  at 
this  rumour,  and  feem  to  depart,  to  free 
me  from  the  danger  of  harbouring  you, 
and  yourfelf  from  that  of  being  taken  as  a 
criminal.  As  foon  as  you  pais  my  gates, 
there  is  a  row  of  trees  that  lead  to  the  river 
Hymsera,  and  which  will  diredbyou  to  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  which  is  near  the  river 
fide.  I,  without  any  one's  knowledge,  will 
come  thither,  by  the  paf&ges  from  my 
houfe,   with  a  lighted  torch.     There  I 

wiU, 

-    a      •  . 
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vrin,  t^  the  help  of  the  gods,  iccdve  aod 
prefervc  you  in  fafety  till  this  ftorm  ir 
blown  ovtn  I  jtidgc  it  proper,  that 
Archombrotu^  jfhduld  be  privy  to  thi& 
fecret,  it  being  impoffibfe,  that  a  man  of 
his  generous  difpoRtion  jfhoukl  betray  us  v 
but  I  think  it  ihould  not  be  difcorcred 
ISO  your  fiwd-man,  left  by  the  fear  of 
punilhmeht,  or  hope  of  reward,  he 
Ihoiild   prove  falfe  and  difcover  yon,*^ 

Pbliarchus  gave  thanks  to  Timoclea  for 
her  friendihip,  and  accepted  her  ofier  for 

,  that  night  only ;  for  that  he  would  ftay  no 
longer  in  the  cave,  than  till  he  had  disco- 
vered what  infernal  fpirit  had  been  at  work, 
to  ftir  up  the  king  and  all  Sicily  againft  him : 
but  he  could  by  no  means  conlent  to  conceal 
this  fecret  from  his  freed-man,  of  whofe 
fidelity  he  was  fecure,  and  whofe  fer« 
vices  at  this  time  would  avail  him  very 
much.  As  to  Archombrotus  he  would  not 
fo  much  as  a(k  hhn  to  be  filent,  thinking 

[  himfelf  worthy  of  a  worfe  misfortune,  if  he 
could  have  actoubtofhis  honour  anxiiidelity. 

Having^ 
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Having  thos  dctermt»cds'they  feft  the  room, 
and  foon  afcer^  PoKarchus,  compleatly 
a-med  as  for  filing,  went  out  at  tHe  gate. 
The  fenrancs  enquiriDg  among  themdelves 
the  reafon  of  his  iuddeh  departure,  he  told 
them,  that  thofe  beacoos  were  fired  to 
raife  a  fearcb  for  hkriy  and  that  he  fled, 
left  they  fhookl  dther  be  forced  to  betray 
him,  or  dfe  to  Ibfier  with  him :  then 
taking  a  formal  leave  of  Timoclea  and 
ArchcHnbrotus,  he  mounted  his  horie,  as 
intending  for  a  long  journey,  and  his 
fervant  following  ham,  he  took  the  way 
which  the  lady  had  direfted. 

The  fucJdennels  and  extremity  of  the 
danger  and  th^  ihame  attending  it,  greatly 
i^fted  the  young  Poliarchus.  "Oh 
madman  that  I  was,  Gelanorus,  faid  he,  to 
put  this  life  into  any  man-s  power  I  Why 
fliould  I  thvis.  in  a  manner  and  drefa 
iiniuitabk  to  my  birth  and  ijration  wander 
about  in  a  ftrange  country?  What  elfe 
doth  the  fable,  teach  us  by  Lycaon's 
treacherous  defign  to  nrurther  Ji^iter  his 
ttokaowa  gueft,  but  that  princes  come  ta 

•  untimely 
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untimely  ends  by  trufting  themielves  in  the 
power  of  ftrangcrs,  not  more  through  the 
wickednefs  of  fuch  than  through  their  own 
folly  i  I  have  laid  myfelf  open  to  injuries, 
and  I  fufFer  but  what  I  have  deferved/* 

While  he  ipoke  thus,  he  called  to  mind 
the  cauie  of  his  ftay  in  Sicily,  and  deeply 
afiefted  with  the  recoUedbion,  he  feared 
diat  he  had  offended  in  compl^ning  of  the 
danger  that  was  excited  by  fb  dear  a  h(^; 
he  therefore  paufed  and  kept  filence,  till 
Gelanorus,  alarmed  at  his  lord's  danger, 
advifed  him,  without  further  diflimulation, 
to  difcover  his  birth  and  fortunes  to  the 
king,  urging,  that  if  he  fhould  throw  off 
the  mafk,  and  aflume  his  own  greatnefs, 
Meleander  would  remit  his  fentence,  and 
his  enemies  aflc  pardon  for  the  affront  they 
had  put  upon  him.  "  Thcw  art  miftaken, 
anfwered  Poliarchus;  after  the  injury  I 
have  received,  it  concerns  me  ftill  more  to 
be  concealed :  the  knowledge  of  my  quality 
would  but  inflame  them  the  more  againft 
me,  and  thinking  that  I  could  be  but  once 
releafed,  but  Ihould  never  forgptthe  injury." 

To 
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To  this  obfervation  Gelanorus  made  no 
reply,  being  uncertain  what  was  beft  to  be 
done :  looking  up  he  invoked  all  the  liars 
that  then  (hone  upon  them,  to  direft  and 
aflift  himfelf  and  his  lord. 

In  the  mean  time,  Timoclea  ordered  her 
gates  to  be  Ihut,  and  her  fervants  to 
go  to  bed,  faying,  fhe  would  have  no 
further  difturbance  that  night,  but  in  the 
morning  they  fhould  enquire  into  the  truth 
of  thefe  reports.  Afterwards  Ihe  went  into 
all  their  chambers,  as  if  to  give  orders 
about  her  houfehold  affairs  ;  but  inde^ 
to  prevent  any  one  from  prying  into  her 
fccret  deiign*  Then,  when  all  was  quiet, 
Ihe  went  with  Archombrotus  into  a  cloiet, 
in  which  the  cunning  artificer  had  concealed 
the  private  paffage  into  the  cave.  The  room 
was  boarded,  the  planks  feemingly  joined 
together,  but  two  were  left  loofe,  that 
they  might  eafily  be  taken  up,  and  over 
thefe  flood  a  long  table  to  prevent  treadii^ 
upon  them,  left  any  one  fhould  difcover 
the  fecrct. 

Removing 
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.  Removii^  tbis,  and  taking  up  the  boafds, 
(he  opened  the  mouth  of  the  vault,  and 
lighting  up  torches  Oit  defcended  the  flairs. 
Archomhrotus  foDows  with  his  fword  ia 
his  hand  for  their  defence.  There  were 
twenty  fteps  into  a  kind  of  gallery,  which 
after  advancing  a  little  way,  appeared 
divided  into  three  different  paffagcs :  fo 
that  in  cafe  one  avenue  were  befet,  there 
was  ftill  a  hope  left  to  efcape  by  the  others. 
The  foil  was  remarkably  proper  for  the 
work,  being  fo  firm,  that  where  it  was  dug 
nothing  would  fall  away  j  neither  were 
there  any  ftones  to  hinder  the  pionew",  nor 
fand  to  fruftrate  his  labour.  This  long 
cave,  with  aa  arched  roof,  fuftained  tte 
whole  weight  of  the  hcHife;  yet,  in  fo  many 
yeat^  was  not  injvired.  In  the  entrance 
It  was  plaiftcred,  that  k  might  be  onta- 
meftted  by  piftures  and  devices,  alluding 
to  the  place  and  purpofe ;  but  the  moifturc 
of  the  air;  never  vifited  by  the  celeftial 
lights,  had'  defaced  moft  g£  the  figure*. 
There  was  yet,  however,  to  be  feen  the 
defign  of  an  altar,  and  a  man  calling  incenfe 

into 
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into  the  flame  of  it,  over  which  the  fol- 
lowing verfes  might  with  Ibme  difficulty  be 
made  out. 

Ye  gods  below,  that  here  your  worfhip  have  I 
Be  this  Jove*s  palace,   or  grim  Pluto's  cave  j 
Or  if  the  pow'r,  whofe  blue  arms'  do  infold 
Earth's    globe,     his^  three-fold    fepter    here 

doth  hold  ! 
This  vault  ftill  faithful  to  its  lords  maintain, 
Nor  theft,  nor  treachery,  its  darknefs  ftain. 
Hence  fly,  ye  furies,'  with  terrific  light  ! 
No  horrid  fhapes,  nor  hideous  noifc  affright ! 
Let  peaceful  reft  and  filence  ftill  appear^ 
While  this  chaftie  family  burn  incenfe  here. 
All  guilty  fouls  let  hell-born  horrors  fright. 
While  virtue  here  enjoys  a  quiet  night ! 

Archombrotus  read  thefe  lines  haftily; 
for  his  thoughts  being  employed  on  Poli- 
.archus,  foon  withdrew  him  from  ^further 
obfervations. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

A  difccurfe  between  Arcbtmbrotus  and  TV- 
mocleaj  concerning  courtiers  and  kings 
favourites. 

ARCHOMBROTUS  enquiring  of 
Timoclea  concerning  Poliarchus, 
0ie  told  him,  that  Poliarchus,  from  his 
firft  arrival  in  Sicily,  had  been  very  highly 
beloved  and  trulled  by  the  king,  and 
had  fo  behaved  himfelf  as  to  efcape  the 
envy  and  jealoufy  of  all  the  good  men 
in  Sicily.  "  But  I  think,  continued  fhe, 
an  ill  fate  commonly  attends  the  favourites 
of  princes."  "  That  is  true,  faid  he  5  and 
the  caufe  of  their  ruin  arifes  fometimes 
from  themfelves,  and  fometimes  from  their 
mailers  -,  but  this  man,  of  fo  great  merit 
and  virtue  himfelf,  and  ferving  fo  good 
and  juft  a  king,  fee  what  fortune  hath 
befallen  him!  We  might  eafily  quote 
examples  of  fuch  men  as  abufing  their 
mafter's  favour,  and  infulting  the  people^ 

have 
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have  juftly  deferred  the  fate  that  over- 
took them:  but  what  are  thefe  to 
Poliarchus,  whofe  virtue,  like  a  fun, 
enlightened  all.  the  fphere  of  Sicily  ?  If 
princes  reward  Aeir  moft  faithful* fervants 
in  this  manner,  they  deferve  not  the 
fervices  of  men  of  honour  and  ability,  but 
to  become  a  prey  to  wicked  and  defining 
men.  But  then,  faid  ArchombrotUs,  you 
would  leave  no  privileges  to  princes,  if 
they  may  neither  chufe  nor  change  their 
minifters.  This  is  not  denied  to  private 
men,  and  royalty  without  it  would  be 
infupportable.**  "Truly,  faid  Timoclea^ 
you  cannot  in  thefe  cafes  acquit  either 
princes  or  their  favourites  of  blame;  for 
fuch  kings^  (if  we  may  Ipeak  the  truth) 
who  are  given  to  make  favourites,  are 
generally  as  fond  of  changing  them. 
They  bellow  their  favour  ralhly,  and 
take  it  away  without  a  caufe.  When  they 
grow  fick  of  old  friendlhips,  they  refrelh 
themfelves  ynth  new  ones  :  they  are,  like 
men  in  an  ague,  fubjed  to  fits  of  heat 
and  cold,  and  hatred  is  fure  to  be  the  end 

of 
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of  their  loves.  Agajity  there  are  fome» 
who  continuaUy  raife  new  favourites  with« 
Gilt  riuniag  old  ones,  and  l>y  tbi^  method 
fill  their  courts  with  envy,  ffadion,  and 
contefts.  They  arc  the.  mpft  conftapt 
maftcrs,  but  not  the  fefefl:  or  beft,  who, 
knowing  themfekes  unfit  ibr  bufinefi,  1 
;md  unable  to*  bear  the  burthen  xsf  ftate  '  I 
aflFairs,  chufe  fomc  man  tjf  ability,  and 
lay  the  whole  weight  of  govcnQment  on  I 

him,  trufting  not  only  the  ftatc,  but 
themfelves  in  his  hands,  and  commonly 
with  great  unhappinefs  to  both,  often  to 
their  ruin  5  and  this  becaufe  they  had  no 
more  judgment  in  chufmg  a  man  to 
govern  for  them,  than  they  had  in 
governing  for  themfehres  :  in  confequence 
of  which  conduft,  they  firft  diflike,  then 
fear,  next  fufpe6t,  and  laftly  hate,  the 
perfon  whom  they  have  thus  fet  above 
themfelves.  The  favnurite,  on  his  part, 
in  time  forgets  that  he  is  but  a  fcrvant, 
grows  infolent  and  4>ppreffive,  and  at 
length  intolerabte  bod\  to  king  and  people ; 
or,  if  he  be  blamclcfs,  the  king,  out  of 

the 
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the  fame  wcaknefs  of  judgement  by  which 
he  chofe  him,  grows  tired  of  him,  and 
inclines  to  another.  You  fmile,  my  noble 
gueft,  to  hear  a  woman  argue  upon  thde 
fubjeAs;.  but  our  public  difturbancet 
have  made  fuch  arguments  fo  comhion, 
that  moft  women  apprehend  them,  and 
even  difcourfe  upon  them  with  propriety.'* 
Archombrotus  being  an  advocate  fof 
kingly  power,  defended  it  on  this  occaiion* 
«*  I  confefs,  lady,  faid  he,  that  kings  ofteh 
err  in  the  choice  and  the  treatments  of  their 
favorites  ^  but  how  often  do  they  by  their 
mifconduft  pull  down  ruin  upon  them- 
felveS  i  Some,  not  rightly  confidering 
their  maf^t^s  difpoiition,  are  negligent  in 
improving  thofe  qualities  that  firft  recom- 
mended them  to  his  favour,  or  die  Uy 
inceflant  importunities  for  themfelves  and 
their  friends  furfeit  the  ftomach.of  their 
patron.  Others  are  loft  by  their  infatiable 
defires,  who  though  they  are  overwhelmed 
with  their  mafter*s  bounty,  grudge  every 
thing  that  goes  befide  them,  and  endeavour 
to.tic  up  th'eii*pnnce*s  haiidis  wifli  regard  to 
i^     .    youL         "    D  ^  *  otheri. 
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others.     Thus   it    happens,    that   thbfc 
who  might  retire  from  publick  employ- 
ment to  an  honourable  retreat  feem  as  if 
they  chofe  rather  to  be  difgracefuUy  driven 
away  from  court.     When  this  honour  is 
conferred  upon  men  of  a  weak  brain,  it 
prcfently  overturns   them.      You   know 
how  well  Phaeton  ufcd  his  chariot,  and, 
Icarus  his  wings  •,    yet   no  man   blames 
Jupiter  or  Phoebus  for  their  punilhrnent.** 
*'  But,  faid  Timoclea,  whether  they  ftand 
or  fall  is  of  little  confequence,  if  compared 
with  the  mifchicf   this   blind    partiality         * 
©ccafions  to  princes,  upon  whom  depends 
the  fafety  or  ruin  of  a  ftatc.  I  was  bred  up 
in  a  court,  and  have  been  told  by  the  beft         j 
and  wifeft  of  men,  that  a  prince,  confci-         ] 
ous  of  the  importance  of  his  own  ftation         ' 
and  abilities,  ought  never  to  favour  any         [ 
2>erfon  fo  much  a?  to  condefcend  to  take         i 
(the  fide  of  a  party  or  fa^on  :  for  when 
men  become  objefts  of  the  public  envy  or 
hatred,    by  too  great  power,    and    are 
protefted  by  their  fovereign,  h  that  they 
cannot  be  wounded  but  throughr  his  fides, 

*         th« 
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the  dilbrder  continually  increafes,  till  at 
length  the  king  himfelf  is  blamed,,  and  his 
name  infulted ;  becaufe  thofe,  who  dare 
boldly  accule  him,  depend  upon  his 
wea]^ie(s  in  bearmg  injuries  as  well  as 
on  chufing  favorites.  But  nothing  can  be 
more  lamentable  than  the  efFe&s  of  human 
blindneis :  kings  think  to  make  themfelvet 
friends  by  their  immoderate  bounty  i 
whereas  their  gifts  too  often  extihguilh  the 
flame  of  true  loyalty ;  for  fo  long  as  men 
jare  unsupported,  and  like  ivy  want  a  tiee 
to  leap  to,  fo  long  will  they  fupport  the 
king ;  bat,  lifter  they  are  ^own  ilroi^ 
.enough  to  fupport  themielves,  they  relf 
on  their  own  greatnefs,  and  loofe  their  - 
jboughs  from  the  tree  that  fuilained  them, 
that,  in  cafe  it  fhould  fall,  they  may  ftand 
fafely.  To  fpeak  plainly,  they  feparatc 
their  intereft  from  their  prince's,  and  what 
they  owe  to  him  they  pay  to  themfelves  : 
for  they  know,  that  if  the  king  Ihould 
withdraw  his  favour,  he  may  come  to  fee 
Ills  errors,  and  fear  the  power  he  has 
raifed^  it  lias  been  often  feen,  when 
D-  a  a  favour 
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a  fa^vounte  has  hem  nifed  too  high  hy  his 
kbg»  thatoneoftheMomuftfaU.  There- 
£Ke^  no  wonder  if 'fiich  men  wUkHy  conliik 
their  own  ialbcjr^  anticipate  the  fiifpicions 
that  may  arbfe,  and  make  ufe  oaf  their 
infliie&oe  ia  the  ftate  to  pfoiride  &r  their 
own  feourity.  Thus  do  th^  betny  dKir 
ftnaftv  Md  the  honour  of  thoirkifig^  Some^ 
tiiKiea  ihdstd^  but  ^eiy  mr^j^  tbene  is 
§Mnd  a  virtue  that  this  fiirtune  cannot 
CQSTupty  and  of  thi$  Poliardins  ft  aifia*- 
^gidar  laOance ;  who  neidier  Aained  his 
teisth  or  loyalty  to  the  king,,  nor  grew 
infiricnt  with  the  ivusoum  of  fortune :  S> 
thatj  in  this,  his  great  omfbrtone^  1  can 

loniy  Uaole  deftin^.'t 
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CHAP.    VII. 

Timoelea  end  Ancbamir^us  ticrivi  PioU^ 
arcbus  into  the  cave,  ^bey  dihM$  icm 
cemmi  bis  4:<mduff.  Gelancrus  adir^n 
bis  hrd  ta  remmn  amteakd^  and  fi^ 
bm  te  fyrud(,tbe  tjfpmrt  ijjf  Ins  dt^i 
^bitbis  innrndiaUfy  fUt  i»  fraSfi^u 

m 

WITH  lucb  diicoudes  thqr  begutkd 
the  way^  umdl  Timoclea  ihbwed 
AiichQaktirottts  the  mouth  oS,  the  cavc^ 
which  wa$  eafily  &fes^  Two  bars  oa 
cbe  if^de  h^  tbe  ftc^iefo  faftenediato  the 
grottnd,  that  qo  force  from  without  could 
reoioYe  it  %  ^ut  thpfe  wiUiin  could  with 
cafe  lift  them  fideways  out  of  the  groovy 
in  which  they  were  lb  fixed^  thtf  they 
could  cot  flip  from  th^  wei^t  of  the  doof« 
Having  then  drawn  the  bars,  and  rolled 
the  ftooe  afide,.  Archombrotus  opened 
the  cave^  w^  Timocka  going  out  waved 
the  torch  in  her  hand»  the  fignal  agreed 
upon  with  PoHarchuS)  and  immediately 
D  3  hid 
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hid  its  light,  left  fhc  fliould  give  notice 
to  feme  unwelcome  gucft*  He  ftood  hf 
the  river's  fide  expeding  the  token,  which 
bbing  givcn^  he  approached  the  lady ;  but 
was  doubtful  how  to  difpofe  of  his  own  and 
his  fervant's  horfes,  till  Gelanorus  advifed 
him  ta  go  into  the  cave,  and  confult  what 
Vf'ds  'beft  to  be  doite,  "  and  till  you  refolve, 
faid  he,  about  the  hoifes,  they  Ihall  ftand 
tied  upi  among  yonder  alder-trees.'* 
While  Poliarchus  defcended  into  the  cave, 
Gelanorus  tied  up  the  horfes  and  came  to 
them.  Having  received  him,  and  made  faft 
the  door,  they  betook  themfelvcs  tocofianfcl, 
l^)liarchus  thought  itbeil  tdfbnd  his  f^Tvant 
abroad,  to  make  enquiry  after  the  ftate 
"of  his  affairs,  to  know  what  crhne  he  was 
charged  with,  what  caufed  this  rigorouf 
treatment  from  the  king ;  and  above  all,  to 
know  what  friends  in  this  danger  con- 
tinued faithful  to  him.  "  You  advifc 
well,  faid  Timoclca,  if  you  did  not  know, 
that  the  firft  queftion  men  will  alk  Gela- 
norus will  be,  where  you  are  concealed. 
I  doubt  not  his  fidelity,    but  if  he  fall 

among 
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among  your  enemies,  perhaps  they  may 
by  tortujcs  extort  the  fecret  from  him. 
Gelanorus  anfwered,  fcornfuUy,  that 
where  his  lord's  fafety  was  concerned,  no 
racks  or  tortures  ihould  force  any  thing^ 
from  him. 

Then  he  told  them,  he  had  thought  on 
a  device  to  delude  his  enemies  ^  which  was,i 
that  he  ihould  behave  like  one  under  a 
great  confternation,  and  if  any  fufpeded 
perlbn  ihould  enquire  after  Poliarchus,  he 
with  a  comitenance  and  tone  proper  to  ex- 
prefs  his  grief,  would  fay,  that  Poliarchu* 
his  lord  had  left  this  light,  as  indeed  he  had» 
If  they  enquired  what  kind  of  deathj  he 
would  frame  this  ftory,  that  affrighted  at 
the  proclamation  he  fled,  and  crofling  the 
river  Hymaera  he  fell  from  his  horife,  and 
being  loaden  with  his  armour  was  fwallowed 
up  by  the  waves.  (For  it  happened  at  this 
time  that  the  river  was  fwelkd  above  the 
banks,  as  if  on  purpofe  to  give  colour  to 
the  tale.)  I  will  add  further,  faid  he,  that 
I  faw  byt  cpuld  give  no  afliftance  to  my 
lord,  who  was  by  the  furious  torrent 
p  4  carried 
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carried  into  die  feu  By  this  fiftioo,  the 
report  of  your  death  will  be  Ipread  abroad, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  conve** 
nient  for  onr  affairs.  It  will  f^asfy  and 
irfTuage  the  fury  of  your  enemies,  and 
raife  compaflion  in  many  others,  who^ 
although  they  envy  Tirtue  in  prolpcrity, 
:wiU  fpeak  glorloufly  of  it  when  undcfcr- 
vedly  ruined.  After  this  is  bcKcvcd,  the 
cmbat^o  upon  the  fhips  in  port  will  bp 
difcharged,  and  you  may  either  Ke  con* 
ceafed  or  efcape  from  Sicily  :  nor  can  wp 
contrive  any  faferkind  of  deaths  (iian  th» 
which  leaves  no  remains  of  you.  I  w^H 
alfo  let  your  horfe  go  where  he  wiH,  as  if 
his  mailer's  death  had  given  him  hi$ 
liberty.**  This'  intention  of  Gelanofus 
pleafed  them  all  j  but  PoKarchus  toM 
him,  if  he  fhouH  meet  with  Arfida^,  whom 
of  aH  the  Sicilians  he  moft  loved  and 
trufted,  he  fhouH  tell  him  all^  and  intreat 
him  to  vifit  and  comfort  on?  fo  opprefled 
with  injuries  :  or  if  he  could*  not  do  thati 
atleaft,  that  he?  would  tnifir  to  OefeAorus 
to  tefl  him,  what  it  concfcrn^ed  him  td 
know. 
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Ait^faoitd^rocw  adiriied  Gdanerus.  norto 
return  10, the  cstve,  but  to  cotnc  to  Thno- 
cleai's^  hcsi>lir,  ufing  the  fatnc  deception  to 
her  ferramls  sift  t&  oth&v,  and  by  Tlcnoclea'k 
help  he  fiK>uld  be  brougbt  to  Poliarchiia 
They  alfo  coitfuki^  fWrther  how  to  diQ}ofe 
0f  the  houle,  fHrnitttre,  and  icrvants  of 
Pbitarchus  $  Ibr  he  had  ftrmifiied  a  hou& 
fit  for  i  noblemati,  and  cme  higk  ia  thfe 
king's  favour.     He  could  haive  no  coiu 
fidence  in  hb  heufehold  JervantSy  being. 
Sicilians,  only  Gelanorus  was  oi  his  own 
country  j  ^neither  took  he  miKh  eare  for 
his  goods,   ufing  always  ta  tarry  about 
hSm  jewels  of  great    ral^,    and  mUck 
goM  in  private  pockets  in  his  dothcs^  ai 
not  knowing  what  need  he  might  have  of 
them;    therefore^    if  Meteander   fhcmki 
confifcate   his   goods,     or    hiy    fervamj 
plunder  them,  Gelanonis  (houkt  take  n» 
notice,    any    ferther    th«n  to^  withdraw 
himfelf  as  from  the  ruii^  of  Or  faUilfg 
houfe. 

Furniflied  with  thcfe  inftrudions,  they 
fent  him  away.     Gelanorus,     Archom- 
D  5  brotusj 
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brotus,  and  Timoclea  could  make  no  k)ng 
ftajr  widi  Poliarchus,  fearing  the  fufpi- 
cions  of  the  fervants  now  rifing  to  their 
hou&hold  duties,  who  are  generally  moft 
diligent  when  one  leaft  defifes  it;  for 
them  to  difcover  their  lady^s  care  of  Pq- 
liarchus  would  be  at  once  to  ruin  both. 
They  therefore  intreated  him  to  make 
Virtue  his  companion,  which  can  neither 
dcferve  affliftion,  nor  be  dcjedcd  under  it 
when  undefcrved.  Then  promifing  him 
their  company  at  all  convenient  oppor- 
tunities, the  lady  fliewed  him  a  couch 
to  It^  down  upon,  and  gave  him  lights  ; 
for  ihe  had  brought  many  •,  which  done, 
they  retired  to  their  refpeftive  apartments. 
•  How  Poliarchus'  thoughts  were  employed 
you  may  underftand  by  this,  that  he 
thought  not  fo  much  of  prefcrving  his  life, 
9fi  of  fome  ndbik  way  to  lofe  it,  his  chief 
concern  being  only  that  he  knew  fome 
lives,  that  he  prized  far  above  his  own„ 
depended  upon  his  fafety. 
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CHAR  vm, 

Afk  account  cf.  thofi,  men.,  whom  Poliarcbur 
jffew^     Gelanorus   deceives  Timonides  by^^ 
a  feigned  account  of  his  mafter^s  death  j 
hut  afterwards,  reveals  the  whole  truth  - 
to  Arjidas. 

AFTER  Gelknonis  Had  fet  his  maff'er's- 
horfe  at  liberty,  he  mounted  his 
own,  and  fet  forward  on  his  appointed 
way.  Being  come  almoft  to  the  'wood 
where  Poliarchiis  had  fought  the  day  before^ 
he  perceived  three  littt*.,  with  men  on 
horfeback  attending,  followed  by  a  com- 
pany of  foot.  As  he  greatly  defired  to 
know  what  this  folemn  pomp  might  be, 
he  approached  them,  and  foon  difcovered 
that  it  was  a  funeral  Iblemnity,  and  the 
men  in  mourning..  Struck  with  this 
tragic  omen,  he  demanded  of  one  of  the 
train,,  whofe  obfequies  they  then  cele- 
brated* He  anfwered,  they  were  for 
the,  bodies  of  the  anlbaflkdours,  whom 
D  is  Poliarchus, 
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Foliarchus,  the  day  before,  againft  the 
laws  of  natims  h^  (lain.  Gelanorus 
was  amazed,  and  wondered  within  himfelf 
what  funeral  rites,  or  what .  fraud  this 
might  be ;  and  defirous  to  know  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  mafter's  offence,  and  his 
enemies  devices,  he  joined  die  company, 
till  he  perceived  the  dead  body  of  him 
whom  Poliarchus  had  flain  at  the  wood's^ 
fide  as  he  fled,  taken  up  into  one  of  die 
litters.  Then  it  appeared  ptainly,  that  the 
men  who  attacked  Poliarchus,  were  iildeed 
the  ambafladours  of  Lycogcnes  to  Mele- 
ander.  But  why  was  the  revenge  to 
follow  fo  fuddfenly?  Why  Ihould  not 
Poliarchus  be  allowed  to  anfwer  for  himfelf? 
Art  then  ambaffadburs  privileged  td  be 
rolibers  and  affafllns  ?  Or  was  the  king 
more  favourable  to  his  enemies  th^  hfe 
friends  ?  Ought  not  rather  the  viftor  to  be 
rewarded  for  his  valour,  and  the  bodies  of 
thefe  infamous  ambalTadors  to  be  hung 
upon  a  gibbet,  rather  than  to  be  honoured 
with  a  pompous  funeral?  Thefe  thoughts 
<?xcited  the    rage    and  choler  of  Geia- 

norus. 
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norus,  mfomuch  that  he  could  fcarcely 
fbpprels  his  emotions,  and  fearing  left  hh 
voice  or  countenance  fhould  betray  htm, 
ke  thought  it  beft  to  leave  that  fpeftacle, 
which  fi)  much  offended  him  :  execrating, 
therefore,  his  mafter*s  enemies,  he  took 
tfie  fhorteft  way  to  the  camp  of  the  king: 
Being  come  to  the  other  fide  of  the  wood, 
he  met  many  on  that  road  5  for,  hf 
reafon  of  its  neighbourhood  to  the  camp, 
it  was  much  frequented ;  at  length  he  met 
Timonides,  a  man  of  note  in  the  king's 
houfehold,  and  of  high  efteem  in  the  Court : 
he  alfo,  careful  for  Poliarchus,  came 
abroad  pufpofely  to  learn  what  was  become 
of  him.  Knowing  Gelanorus,  he  thus 
faluted  him  :  «*  Oh  happily  met !  tell  m6 
where,  during  all  this  tumult,  is  our 
Poliarchus  ?  But  he,  remembering  the 
part  he  was  to  aft,  hardly  lifting  up  his 
dejefted  eyes,  briefly  anfwered,  PoKarchus 
is  no  wore  !  "^  At  this,  love  and  pity  over- 
coming all  fears  in  Timonides,  and  Hand- 
ing Kke  one  ready  to  prophefy,  with  many 
fighs    he    broke  out  into  thele  words, 

"  Unfor- 
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*^Unfortunape  Melcander!   unhappy    Sf- 
cily!"  then  turning  his  horfc  rode   away, 
leaving  Gelanorus^^to  whom  it  was  no  fmall 
comfort  to  fee  his  lord's  feigned  death  fo 
finccrely  lamented.  But  Timonides  had  not 
tode  far,  whea  he  turned  back  again,  fay- 
ing, •*  Tell  me^  Gelanocus^.  what  was  the 
fetal  end  of  the  nphleli  and  worthieft  of 
men  ?"      jGelanocus  anfwered  him  with 
the  concerted    ftory,     and  how  he   was, 
drowned  in  the  river  Hymaera.  Timonides 
burft  afrefli  into  grief,  and  full  of  thofe 
heavy  tidings,  returned  to  court  to  relate 
the  niatter  to  the  king.     He  had  not  rode 
fiar  before  he  met  with  Arfidas,  to.  whom 
he   imparted  this  ftory,  filling  hrm  with, 
horror  at  the  recital.     This  faithful  man 
then    demanded  wher^  Gelaoorus     was,* 
and  Timonides  fhewcd  him  coming  on  the 
way :    then  fpurring  his  horfe  he  made 
hafte  to  reach  the  camp,  whilfl:  Arfidas . 
meeting  Gklanorus,     and    faluting    him 
haftily,  l^gan .  to  enquire  after,  his  lord*. 
The  fervant  told  him,  that  he  brought  a: 
fecret  for  his^car,  but  that  place  was  too. 

public. 
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public  for  it ;  but  if  he  would  turn  aCde 
out  of  the  way  of  ohfervation,  he  would 
follow  liim.  Arfidas  conlented,  and  now 
began  to.  entertain  hope^  becauie  Gelar 
norus  had  not  yet  mentioned  any  thing  of 
his  mailer's  death. 

They  then  withdrew  feparately  to  a 
iblitary  place  in  the  next  valtey:  being 
xnct^  Gelanorus  began^  "  Oh,  ArjQdas; 
Pbliarchufi  lives  1  hut  he  defires  earneftly 
that  none  but  yourfelf  may  knqw  it. 
Briefly,  he  is  concealed  in  a  cave  under 
the  lady  Timoclea*s  houfc  by  her  kindr 
nefs  and  .fidelity:  he  »lent  me  to  feek 
you,  and  to  learn  what  wind  hath  rai&d 
this  tempcA  againft  him ;  and  if  you 
difdaia  not  a  man  in  afflidion,,  he  greatly 
defires  to  fee  you/'  Arfidas  anfwered, 
that  he  would  meet  any  danger  to  fee  his . 
beloved  friend,  and  defired  Gelanorus 
to  lead  him  direftly  to  the  cave.  Nay, 
faid  the  prudent  fervant,  we  /nuft  firft  ] 
ufe  fome  art  to  deceive  Timoclea*s.  atten- 
dants, left  they  fhould  fufpeft  Poliarchus 
to  ho  there  concealed,  and  fo  the  fate  of 

^3.  fo 
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fi)  exctllent  a  man  (hould  depend  upon  the 
fakh  of  bafe  peafancs.  I  will  go  beforci 
and  i^gn  to  lament  hb  death,  while  you^ 
Arfidas,  deceive  all  thok  you  meet  wklk 
die  feigned  ftory  you  heard  :  about  noon 
you  may  cometoTimocIea'shaufe,a8  if  t6 
reft  yourfelf  durmg  the  heat  of  the  day  j 
lience  it  can  raiie  no  fulpidon^  for  you  to 
come  to  vifit  a  lady  fo  long  and  well  known 
10  you.  One  thing  more  I  muft  adrertife 
you  of,  there  is  a  young  man,  who  but 
yefterday  arrived  in  Sicily,  if  he  ^aks 
trvHf  he  comes  from  Africa :  when  you  fee 
him  you  will  admire  his  perfon,  when  you 
hear  him  ^>eak  you  will  more  admire  his  unt- 
derftanding;  his  love  to  Potiarchus  exceeds 
belief,  to  whom,  upon  one  day's  acquain- 
tance only,  he  adheres  moft  firmly  in  this 
his  diftrefs.  His  behaviour  is  fuch  as  mroffi 
banilh  all  fu^icion  of  his  faith  both  wkh 
you  and  my  lord  •,  he  is  fully  acquainted 
with  niy  cofnmiflion  to  ybu,  and  is  one  of 
our  bcft  advifers  on  this  perilous  occa- 
fion.** 

Thcfe 
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Thefe  things  beii^  fettk4  diey  patted^ 
Gdanorm  caking  the  flioitdt  way  to 
Timociea's  houfe^  Ar&ia$  move  leUur^ly 
keeping  on  in  tlie  high  road.  la  cbr 
mean  timey  TinxHudes  ^mad  every  wher^ 
the  tra^cat  news,  idttiag  all  he  met  die 
Aory  of  PdiarchwV  death ;  the  report  of 
vAid^  was  variwny  iieceived»  aocording 
as  the  hearers  weif  inclined^  with  ex^ 
treiM  joy  or  ft^fow.  MeleaadiM^  had 
a^|K)fiBJl)ed  that  day  to  crois  the  rivet 
H^ia^  aad  go  to  M^Ua,  to  meet  ht$ 
daughter  Argeiii^  mho^  ^y  his  command^ 
trai(;6«iiP  tlftdier  fiom  ^yracufe^  While 
Aey  wem  pieparing  lor  the  jpurney,  the 
kitig  wa&ed  in  a  valley  hard  by,  accom^ 
panicd  by  his,  m^hks^  hioifelf  £a\i  of 
doubts^  that  aaaiyyi^  afil^^d  him  oat 
of  dusty  iiwre  ftiretl^r  bi&  ei^Ga»5» .  When 
TtmonideS'  caine^  w  the  Jpyal  tent,  an^ 
tsid  hh  fcend»  9i4|^  be  had  heard  of  the 
death  of  Poliarohw^  the  report  wa$  prer 
koAy:  Q»re^  m  the  ^rmy^  aM  fafily 
bdievsd^   At  impk  Tmxddes^  wgfi 

by 
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by  his  grief,  went  and  fpoke  to  the  kinge 
"We  have  great  reafon  to  be  fiire  now, 
fire,  to  be  thankfuL  to  Lycogcnes,  (faid 
he)  Pbliarchus  is  dead.**  The  king  at 
« theie  words  flood  amazed  and  perplexed 
with  varidiis  thoughts  and  paffions.  The 
lois  of  this  excellent  young  man  the  more 
afflided  him,  for  that  he  feared  that  his 
hard  fate  would  be  imputed  to  himfeMv 
At  length  his  tears  burfl:  out,  a  prefage 
of  his  evil  fortune  to  come;  yet  he  thought 
it  dangerous  to  lament  him  pubUckly, 
becaufe  many  of  Lycogcncs'a  friends  were 
prefent  to  obferve  every  look,  word,  Md 
gefture.  Compofing  his  countenance^ 
therefore,  he  retired  to  his  tent,^  enquiring 
by  the  way  die  particulars  of  the  izxc  of 
Poliarchus,  being  certain  that  none  would 
rejoice  at  this  event,  but  thofe  who  fought 
alfb  his  own  ruin.  The  king's  prefence 
reftrained  the  foldiers  from  public  lament 
tadons ;,  but  many  of  the  nobility  with 
fighs  declared  their  concern,  that  ifaidk 
a  man  Ihould  be  ib  caft  away.    The  king 

carefully 
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carefully    diftinguifhcd    thefe    from    the 
reft,  as  moft  worthy  of  his  love  and  truft. 
He  could  hardly   behold  them  without 
bluCbingy  apprehending  their  thoughts  of  j 
him  as  the  murderer  of  Poliarchus. 
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C  H  A  P.    DC. 

Vberep6ftiif  PoUarebus^s  death  €9fnesta  tie 
earsofArgms^  tbi  kkifs  daughttr.  Her 
grief  and  defpair.  Seknijfa  prevents  ber 
lojfing  violent  bands  on  herfilf. 

WHILE  the  army  were  preparing 
for  their  march,  the  report  of 
Poliarchus's  death  fpread  quickly  among 
the  people,  and  reached  as  far  as  Magella. 
The  princefs  was  fitting  in  her  chamber, 
dreffing  herfelf  among  her  attendants,  not 
with  to  much  ftate  apd  grandeur  as  was 
ufed  in  peaceable  times,  yet  in  a  manner 
not^nbccoming  a  princefs.  Selcnifla  was 
governefs  to  Argenis,  and  was  privy  to 
all  her  fecrets,  and  was  bufy  in  plaiting 
her  hair,  when  one  of  the  maidens  came 
in  with  the  report  of  the  death  of  Poli- 
archus,  which  Argenis  at  firft  heard 
not,  being  in  difcourfe  with  Seleniffa  con- 
cerning the  firing  of  the  beacons,  and  the 
malice  of  Poliarchus's  enemies :   but  the 

maiden's 
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maiden's  words  ftruck  SetehifTa  widi  fear 
and  aiix>nifliment.  She  fecretly  maile  figos 
to  the  women  to  ipe^  lower ;  but  dkeir 
whtfperings  by  this  time  had  JiUed  the 
chambor* 

The  ^ineeft,  ftruek  with  hiMcav  c» 
quired  wliai:  UI  news  they  wece  louttering 
amcx^  thentfelfvses.  :&kmffii  picffcmtd 
likAv  aniwer,  %inS9  they  bad  Imken  a 
fine  vafe»  which  tte  king,  Jbtr  htbrnty 
prdented  tx>  her  on  Jher  birtb^day^  and  the 
iear  of  dieir  hdfa  anger  kept  tkem  whti^ 
pering.  Bat  Aiigems^  now  'ftrucfc  with 
jfeara  and  doabts,  wsaM  not  be  fo 
iatisfied:  fbe  tbeoefiMe  ^m^  iram^  her 
ieat,  and  catsMng  the  maid  by  ^  hand, 
wiio  brought  the  news,  looking  at  her 
with  ^Maiding  eyes,  **  If,  faid  fhty  thoa 
diuncft  tell  me  a  falfehood)  know  this  for 
tlie  laft  day  thou  Hudt  e?er  CMie  in  nry 
£ght«  .Tdl  me  then^  mfbntly,  whether 
thou  haft  heard  any  ill  tidings  cxHicernmg 
the  king/*  She,  mUing  to  c?omfore  her, 
-aniwerc^  '^  No^  madam  t  aft- th^t  we 
JbaroEihe Jsiiig  is^  thar  he^is  wefi,-  and!^a 

conqueror. 
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.  conqueror,  and  will  (bon  be  here ;  but  to 
feafon  this  great  felicity  we  muft  bear  with 
a  lofs ;  Poliarchus,  alas !  is  410  more."— « 
Never  was  any  one  io  confounded  as 
Argenis^  never  did  any  one  ftruggle  more 
to  conceal  it.  She  called  up  all  her  ipirits, 
tit  the  fame  moment  refolving  and  defer- 
ring her  own  death;  and  becaufe  fhe  would 
not  give  any  caufe  for  fufpicion  to  her 
woman,  (he  thus  replied,  <^  I  doubted  not 
diat  the  gods  would  take  care  of  the 
king,  and  that  he  would  put  an  end  to 
all  our  difturbances ;"  but  (he  durft  not 
mention  Poliarchus,  left  his  name  fliouM 
oyetcome  her  refolution ;  but  finding  Ihe 
could  no^  longer  difiemble  her  grief,  (he 
withdrew  haftily  into  her  clofet,  (hutting 
the  door,  left  any  fhould  prevent  her 
fatal  intention:  but  Selem(ra  followed  her 
clo&ly,  and  withheld  her  hand  from  the 

'  bolt,  and  under  a  (hew  of  (ervice,.(hut 
herfelf  in  with  her  lady. 

Then  Argenis  gave  vent  to  her  grief. 
She  burft  into  tears,  (he  tore  off  her  lovely 
hair,  and  (battered  it  on  the  ground.  There 

ftood 
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ftood  a  couch  of  ivory  covered  with  purple^ 
upon  thisT  ihe:  thsew  herfelf  in  all  th^ 
agonic  of  grief  aad  defpair.  Setenifla 
kept  fiknc^  waiting  till  this  florm  ihould 
fublide,  biit  when  ihe.  faw  her  grief  grow 
greater,  and  perceived  her  lift  up  her 
hancis  and  eyes  ^to^heaven,  fpeaking  in- 
wardfy  to  herfelf,  and  at  iaft  holding  a 
iharp  knife  to  her  throat;  fhe  ran  up  to 
her  in  the  midft  of  agony/  and  held  her 
arm  in  her  trembling  hand  j  (he.  endea- 
voured to  chide  her  raftincfs  as  it  defcrved, 
but  hei'  continual  fighs  and  fobbings  pre- 
vented her  fpe^th.  •  They  remained  ibme 
time  in  this  wretched  ftate  5  the  one  not 
able  tq  ufe  the  weapon,  nor  the  other  to 
take  it  away  j  both  fe^nrngly  refolute,  and 
with  eyes  fixed  on^  each  other.  At  length 
the  princefs  reclihed  her  head  upon  her 
(houlder,-and  looking  caielefsly  on  Sele- 
'nifla,  cried,  "  It  is  to  no  purpofe  that 
you  prevent  my  purpofe,  I  can  find  means 
to  die! — Hith^to  yoil  have  taught  nie 
well,  to  be  cotvftant,  grateful,  and  pious. 
^--Why  do  you  iiow  go  about  to  alter  my 

refolution? 
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fviblttdon  ?  It  oug^t  to  be  a  comfwt  aw) 
M  honour  bodi  to  yom  and  nie»  tktt  I 
go  with  my  £uth  and  cliafticf  uid|xitied 
to  my  grM&  Thiidc  you  that  I  will  wit^ 
live  Poliardius  f  He  prnftrved  me  fi^Ma 
Lycogenet)  and  I  will  sopay  h«ii  with  tny 
life.  Is  it  not  I  that  have  kilkd  Pcto^ 
chus  ?*^  hair  been  the  catife  of  his49atht 
and  I  will  expiate  it  with  my  <fWi  blood* 
»^What  had  he  to  do  io  Sicily^,  but  £>r 
Argtnis  P"*-*-^  thcfir  wofda  flie  fmxiMd 
away,  oppfidt  with  ^cicf^  the  knile  fell 
£rom  her  hand,  aad  Ihe  £uiitod  on  Sete- 
niila,  who  could  fcarotiy  fupport  her. 
£nt  ihe  uTed  every  ai^gucseat  (bfi  oould 
ihiidc  of,  lamenting  her  fituinoni^  ypt  Cdil 
lielieving  that  her  grief  would  abate  a&er 
;it  had  vented  itfelf «  obferved  lier  lady> 
and  put  her  in  oiind  that  her  father's  life 
dqaended  upoa  her^s  i  for  that  if  (be  died, 
he  who  was  already  broken  widi  cares  and 
pubbck  forrows,  would, quiiskly  follow  to 
the  grav^  She  told  b&r  (he  wafi  4$  (bs 
purpde  and  fa£al  lock  of  Imr^  u^cm  which 
depended  the  lafety  of  Jknfafhcr,  ^  ihe 

.  kingdoms 
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kingdom;  which  if  fhe  fhould  cut  off,  as 
Scylla  did  that  of  Nifud,  for  the  love  of 
Minos,  fhe  would  be  guilty  of  a  double 
parricide.  And  affced,  if  fhe  did  not 
thmk  that  fame  would  not  report  ill  of 
that  chafiity,  that  could  not  out*Iive  fb 
violent  a  paffion':  but  all  this  was  ipoken 
to  deaf  ^ars.  Perceiving  the  princefi  ob- 
flinate  in  her  fatal  refolution,  Ihe  teils  her 
ihe  will  not  Hand  by  and  fee  her  ad  this 
tragedy,  and  unlefs  (he  would  promife 
to  live  (lie  would  call  for  help;  fo 
(aying,  fhe  goes  towards  the  door,  when 
licr  miflrefs  pulling  her  back  by  her'^ 
garment,  embracing  her ;  '*  Oh !  my 
mother,  faid  fhe,  why  will  you  not  fuffer 
me  to  efcape  fo  great  a  Ibrrow  ? — Do  you 
think,  if  I  were  dead,  Poliarchus  would 
outlive  me? — ^You  cannot  deceive  me, 
^elnifTa ! — I  have  from  my  infancy  been 
obet^ent  to  your  advice,  to  your  precepts 
—add  that  which  you  now  forbid  me, 
being  done,  you  wiH  approve. — If  ought 
of  humsm  form  furvives  on  the  tomb, 
Poliarchus  ftUl  furvives,  and  flill  loves 
'Voul.  E  me; 
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Aie  i  I  &aU  go  to  the  embraces  M  wf 
IxuibaDd,   and  imt^wt  icnvj.  our  ^ghafb 
ifaftU  be  umted  in  tbc  (hades  ^bobw;.    if  I 
^hus^efcai^eihaine  aodifoKrow,  I  ihdlirac 
^I  citHf)bk>to  {jpcsk  it  \^  ifiball  JDOt  knad 
xothecQiwdeferofi^Qliarduis/!  Tfiu^knoBr 
Mrell  fc^r  y^hc^  cOtnmattdtihc  JbeacsDs  wene 
fired,  can  you  ^vbt  item,  iriienoe  his 
xleftrofUon  proceeded  I^iBut  he   is  .mf 
father,  and  it  wese  kopious  in  jne  ix>  hate 
iucn.*,  io  I  will  'divide  my  love  .betrnwu 
;Dy  father  and  my  lovei;,   laj^ing  idovm 
my  life  ibr  .bc^ria,  becwfc  J  can  neitbCT 
Jxate  nor  favour  either."    >&lemfla,  on -her 
^iart,  ;urged  the  ,bafenrfs  of  felf-^Sttirrficr^ 
proceeding iromdifeBpointcd dove;  aadftF 
laft,   iighting^  upon  .a  happier  ithougbr, 
^'  Wh)5,  faid  ihe,  do  we  kmer«  PjoJian- 
chys  as  certainly .de^d  ?   ^SUvy. believe  jni> 
mour,   which  io  often  is  ^prpved  a  comr 
nion  liar  i  Have  you  ;iat  jread  of  the  I^ad 
error  ^f  Bytamus,  a  ff(ble  ^oqapo&d  oa 
purpofe  to  ihew  the  .dnng^  of  <£^'tiig  a 
raih  refolittion  upon  lan  uncetfai^^^iN^rttiS 
Who  kiDOws  J)ut  ypv  «piigh(  btwig  Arfir 


archp3  to  the  (^c  ftte,  ,tp  which  ^Pyramug 
Jjcwgtit  his  Tjb^fbe.  I^fJedt  Mw  mw/ 
^fSalfe  -x-iMpqurs  a^Cjabroad.  Who  few  ,hi$ 
,h|ody  ?  W|ip  jkflPY^s  whjit  was  the  RiapiKr 
of  his.ckath  ?  f  er^aps  l^e  is  pp^r  \n  fykty^ 
and  ^e^iAng  the  dii^^ts  of  his  ^i^fK^.- 
^en4»  .at  If  aft,  forae  one  who  m^y  bring 
la  (pore  certain  account,  ^nd  con^nt  t^ 
live  for  this  purpofe,  left  bjy  yojLir  deatji 
^pu  fhpuld  dcftroy  him  living." 

Argenis  upon  this  raifqd  ^hqr  hca^^  ^n4 
feid,  with  a, melancholy  air,  "Widiwb^t 
vginjhope  doft  thoii  prolong  myforroMr ! 
.thou  mayeft  not  with  this  invention  Receive 
Xhyielf  nor  me.  Yet  thus  mugh  I  wJU 
give  to  Epliarchus,  or  rather  to  the  .gpds-s 
I  ij?jll  raJUy  believe  that  fee^vep  wqu14 
permit  ;fo  .vile  an  .^dbion,  uppn  this  cpor 
ditipn,  that  when  we  (hall  knpwhim  tp  ^ 
be  certainly  dead,  you  fliall  ^ipt  Jitfidv 
me  from  following  him.**  The  old  woman 
rejoiced  at  this  beginning,  k'nowing  that 
delperate  refolutions  are  generally  only  to 
be  feared  at  the  firft;  when  they  begin 
to  paufe,  they  abate,  and  at  length  vaniih 
E  2  of 
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of  tbcmfelves.  But  (be  prevailed  on  Ar* 
genis  to  take  an  oath,  by  all  the  gods 
and  goddcffes,  but  efpccially  by  the  genius 
of  Poliarchus,  that  for  two  whole  days  to 
come,  whatfoever  (he  might  hear  or  fce» 
flic  would  offer  no  violence  to  her  life. 
The  young  lady  having  fworn  to  thefe 
conditions,  Selenifla  advifed  her  to  bind 
up  her  diflieveled  hair,  and  to  drcfs  her- 
felf  as  ufual,  left  any  one  fliould  obferve 
a  forrow,  that  it  concerned  her  h  much 
to  conceal.  Though  the  beauty  of  Argc- 
nis  was  great,  yet  the  greatnefs  of  her 
fpirit  furpaflcd  it ;  which  now  ferved*  her 
to  fmooth  her  rufBed  mind,  at  leaft  in 
appearance,  and  to  compofe  her  counte- 
nance, which  feemed  nearly  the  fame  as 
before,  only  her  eyes  were  red  with  weep- 
ing, which  Ihe  affwaged  by  bathing  them 
with  cold  water. 
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Mekander  returns  to  Magella*  His  difccurfe 
with  bis  daughter  on  the  ftate  of  the 
kingdom^  wbo  fuddenff  fwoons,  away  in 
bis  prefence. 

ARGENIS  had  now  recbllcaed 
herfelf,  and  alTumed  a  more  chear* 
ful  countenance,  when  one  of  her  women 
knocked  at  the  door,  and  told  her  the 
king  was  at  the  caftle-gates.  She  pre- 
fently  returned  into  her  apartment;  as  if 
ihe  had  been  otherwife  employed,  and 
with  a  more  iprighdy  air  than  common ; 
from  thence  flie  went,  attended  by  the 
guard,  through  the  court  of  the  palace 
to  meet  her  father,  who  was  now  approach- 
ing. She  kneeled  and  kifled  his  hand  •,  he 
raifed  her  up,  then  lightly  ftroking  her 
cheek,  afked  after  her  health,  obferving 
her  palenefs,  arid  telling  her  that  the  fears 
and  dangers  of  the  war  had  impaired  her 
beauty«  She  anfwered,  that  when  her 
E  3  father 
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father  was  in  the  camp,  it  was  her  duty  to 
follow  him  with  tears  and  prayers.  With 
that  fhe  let  fall  fome  tears,  and  repreffcd 
many  more  that  were  ready  to  burft  forth; 
But  the  kiqg  bid  her  be  of  good  cheer, 
faying,  that  the  gods  had  heard  her  pray^ 
crs,  and  the  approaching  peace  flioold 
reftore  that  beauty,  which  the  troubles  of 
the  times  had  injured.  Tfec  people  carfte 
flt:)ckiBg  r<>uhd  them,  admiring  the  beawt]^ 
^d  viftite  of  Argeftisi  and  fcVbrJft^  the' 
comely  grey  ha*s  of  Meleandei^.  She 
alfd  dif^rfcd-hei*  looks,  fmiles,  and  nAtSces,  • 
fo  atffolly,-  ^hftt'fhe  |)e6p!e  ikt-  ifef rtv  lo*^^ 
a€cknaa#i6n^ ;  and  amortg  tM  n^^Ui^V 
not  6ne  thought  himfelf  ^  n*glcft*d  or'' 
omitted  by  the  princels.  The  king,  fttt- 
ifeuftdcd  with  petitioners,  ftayed  a  whife 
in  fhe  eotlrf,  Ikt  which  there  was^  a  fotnf^ 
tiain,  no  lefs  famous  for  its  wafer,  than 
for  the  feuJpfure,  whieK,  as  was  faiid, 
Daedalus  carved  for  his  hoft  Coccahis. 
The  water  being  railed  to  the  top  of  the 
fountain,  threw  itfclf  into  various  fo^ms  i 
thcti  deicCncfing  infta  a  bafon  beneath,  by 

the 
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the  force  of  its  fall  knitated  the  foaming 
of  the  iea:.  In  the  midft,  Galatea,  as  ia 
the  iea,  lamenting  over  her  Acis  newly 
flain,  who  lay  on  the  ihcffe,  a^d  as  if  be 
were  now  difiblvki^  into  a  rirer^  poured 
forth  two  ftreams,  one  at  his  ftiooth,  the 
etber  at  his  wound.  On  the  brink,  of  the 
waters  the  image  of  the  furious  Cyclops 
ky  behind  a  rock^  aiming  another  ftone 
at  the  jfecure  Gsdatea,  wha  feemed  to  be 
vttering  thcfe  ver&s^  which  the  artift  had 
engraren  on  the  marble  below*    . 

MonHer  mete  4inty  than  the  flone  that  kfll'd 
My  AtAs ;  tfian  th«  iavage  beafts  more  wild  : 
A  0<S^(hzll  plague  thee,  whom,  ttaALiIl^cf  in  fate, 
T&ea  wOtt^'ft  not  ftHTer  inr  a  mortal  fhue, 
Acisr  a  God«  lives  in  the  fouiviaih  here  ; 
yaiA  is  tiiy  fage;  no  threats  theTe  waters*  fear  ^ 
His  faithful  heart  is  a  ckar  fpuutain  noWj, 
Pure  as  roy  Acis,  do  the(e  waters  flow. 
His  locks  as  formerly  f!iir  curling  (prihg, 
Atd  make  witMf>  the  fidating  tvaves  a  rtrrg. 
How  tidi  a  Uu^  from  cho^  blue  veins  is  fi«df 
Tho'  cold  hiB  blood  his  paffioiv  is  BOt  dead.  > 
Yet  Ad»  gone  !  his  mortal  beauties  eyer  fa<ie^ 
And  not  without  a  lofs  ^  Deity  is  made. . 
Ah  \  let  hiff  wt)und^  mdrtalhy  deda're;    * 
With  fpced  the  holy  facrifice  prepare  I 

E4- 
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This  objcd  reminded'  Argenis  of  her 
lofs,  and  while  the  king  was  fpeaking  to 
thofe  about  him,  fhc  fed  upon  her  iblitary  , 
grief.  She  feemed  to  herfelf  to  be  Galatea, 
lamenting  a  better  Acis;  but  who  waa 
Polyphemus  ?  Though  fhc  by  that  coni- 
parifon  pointed  out  Lycogcnes,  yet  her 
father's  fault  would  in  fpite  of  her  endea- 
vours intrude  upon  her  mind.  But  now 
they  entered  the  caftle,  and  the  nobles  reti- 
ring  to  refrelh  thcmfelves,  Meleander  was 
lek  alone,  excepdng  thofe  who  belonged 
to  his  houfehold.  The  king,  glad  of  this 
privacy,  drew  Argenis  afidc.  "  Daughter^ 
faid  he,  thy  youth 'and  fcx  might  cxcufe 
thee  froni  public  affairs,  if  both  thy  fpirit 
and  education  had  not  qualified  thee  for 
great  matters  j  and  although  thou  art  a 
woman,  the  fortune  of  Sicily  depends  on 
thee,  and  thou  muft  learn  to  rule  over 
men.  Accuftom  thyfelf  therefore,  to  thofe 
cares  whilfl  I  am  living,  for  without  them 
the  royal  dignity  cannot  be  fupportedj 
and  praftife  a  guality  moft  requifite  in 
princes,  learn  to  be  fecret.     We  are  in  a 

bad 
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bad  fituation,  my  Argenis,^  unlefs  we  can 
bear  our  injuries,  fo  as  to  appear  infenlibk 
of  them.  If  we  fcem  to  bend  under  the 
burthen  that  oppreiTes  us,  we  may  be 
cruflied  beneath  its  weight.  Thou  knoweft 
that  Lycogenes  rebelled  againft  me,  and 
that  many  cities  took  part  with  his  fadion* 
But  far  worie  than  this,  I  find  in  my  bofom 
thofe  that  watch  my  counfels  and  defigns, 
and  treat  me  more  like  a  prifoner  than  a 
king.  The  battle  I  fought  with  Lyco- 
genes fhowed  him  what  I  was  able  to 
do,  and  had  not  darknefs  befriended  him, 
his  intrenchments  could  not  have  withflood 
the  valour  of  my  foldiers.  Then  it  was 
that  I  difcovered  that  many  of  the  nobi- 
lity and. of  my  council,  were  difafFeftcd 
to  me :  they  were  urgent  with  me  to  make 
pe^e,  faying,  that  great  part  of  the  peo- 
ple favoured  Lycogenes,  and  that  it  waa 
an  a<3t  of  parricide  to  drive  them  to  delpe- 
ration,  and  to  each  others  deftruftion.  They 
even  dared  to  fpeak  in  favour  of  Lyco- 
genes himfelf,  faying,  though  he  werq 
overcome  in  a  Ikirmiih,  the  war  was  not 
E  5  finilhcd^ 
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finifticd,  and  that  if  he  were  conqiiefed  H 

Was  not  expedient  to  rain  him  utterly,  fyt 

With  what  an  eye  would  the  Sicilians  look 

tipoh  hihij  who  had  robbed  them  of  their 

favowitef  ?  That  therefore  I  ought  to  feizi 

the  oppdrtuftity  while  I  was  matter  of  tht 

field,  and  while  the  people  would  receive 

fee  peace  ii  a  beriefit  from  me.   I  Wtfl  «ot 

diflemble,   my  daughter,    I    was    mucR 

more  affrighted  at  thefe  fpceches,    than 

when  Lycc'gehes^s  banners  Were  difpfayed 

in  the  field.   I  found  rity  dignity  betrayed^ 

ind  feared  a  greater  mifchief,  rf  I  refufed 

io  be  deceived   by    them.      Thou,    my 

daughter,  wert  the  caufe  that  I  dc^red  to 

hold  my  crown  upon  any  condition^,  fa- 

ther  than  by  an  bbftinate  defence  of  tnf 

prerdgatives,  to  ha^ziard  thy  being  deprived 

af  thy  right.     Keither  would  the  rebel* 

iceept  of  conditions  from  me  their  king 

and  conqueror,   but  brought  ihe  articles 

frbm  Lycogenes  to  this  effedl. 

«  KirtgMeleartdfcf  Ihall  enJ6y  fhe  cfOwfi 
of  Sicily:  LycCgerteS  Aall  hold  the  fam6 
^face  in  his  favour  ^s  before  thefe  troubles  i 

he 
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iic  jball'  be  admiral  and  governor  of 
Syracufe ;  and  the  country  belongiog  tx> 
ik^  andbeihali  keep  Erbeflm  knd  Heracl^a^ 
with  gftrriiQn3  for  his  iecimty)  befKles, 
they  put  in  a  claufe,  that  all  injuiiea; 
ihpuld  be  f(»gotten,  and  na  man  called  tQ» 
accou&t  for  a^y  thing  done^  during  the 
tfouUes^"    •  . 

**  It  fbood  not  wi A  my  honour,  my 
Afgenisy  tx>  feceive  thefe .  condicidns:  of 
peaGe^  jh^  w.ith  my  fortunes  t()  refufe 
them.  I  was  in  .doubt  vvhich  courie  toi 
take;  when  Ibburanes  and  Dimalbius  did 
me  Worthy  fervice^chift  I  might  not  appear 
to  pte}udtcc  the  royal  dignity.  They 
\rent  between  us,  fooitetimes  to  me^  Ibme- 
lames  tt>  LycQgenes>  &enling  to  cotnpeli 
both  fided  to  dd.  i^ht^  they  mofk  deiired.. 
So  (  agf^d  to^the  ^pnditions^  but'withb^ 
thi»  fimk^cHi;  tim  the  garrifons.  in^ 
Efbefliaa  and  Heraclea  ibould  be  no  more 
liiaa  two  bands  *,  left,  under  colour  of 
ga»'ifons»  he  fiK>ukl  keep  whole  legions 
there^i  ceady  ac  aaj(  tifnf  to  ferve  agabft: 
W»  i  ai^  P^4%  ai^r  lei(t,  my  lenity  Ihould 
Ed  bft 
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be  fufpefted  in  yielding  to  all  the  dcfires  ' 
of  my  enemies.  I  Cbmmanded  the  am- 
bafTadors  to  fignify  this  to  Lycogenes,  and 
if  he  approved  the  coildition  to  return  to 
us  the  following  day :  they  did  fo,  but 
unfortunately  in  the  way  they  met  with 
Poliarchus/*  Argenis  trembled  at  this 
circumftance,  and  to  conceal  her  emotion, 
felt  into  a  violent  ifit  of  coughing,  that 
her  change  of  countenance  might  be 
imputed  to  that  difordcr.  Meleander 
(pauQng  till  Ihe  had  recovered  herfelf) 
thus  proceeded,  "  By  mc^  unhappy  fate, 
Poliarchus  met  with  thefe  amb^adors, 
whether  by  chance,  or  on  purpofe  I  know 
not,  but  he  fpared  them  not :  three  out 
of  five  of  them  he  flew  -,  the  two  furvivors 
came  to  me  hot  with  their  flight  and 
rage  :  they  filled  my  court  with  their 
complaints,  and  lamented  the  fate  of  their 
companions,  calling  my  faith  in  queftion. 
i  fummoned  the  nobles  together,  and 
found"  them  moftly  inclined  to  throw  the  . 
blame  on  me ;  and  the  people  joined  in  the 
clamour,  calling  out  that  Poliarchus  muft 

be 
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be  puaiflied,  or  elfe  it  would  be  thought 
that  I  lent' him  toaEault  thofe  who  came 
dependthg.on  my  faith ;  and  that  nothing 
Ids  than  hta  head  could  atone  for  hi$ 
ceEenoc.  Thefe  thuiga-they  urged  more 
like  commanders  than  counfeUofs.  But. 
the  merits  of  Poliarchus  pleaded  (6 
ftroDgly  for  him,  and  lus  approved  virtue 
would. not  aUow  cf  the  fu^cion  of  lb 
meananadion,  thatCleobuIus,Eurimedes, 
and  many  other  faithful  friends,  thought 
this  aft  incredible.  They  were  of  opinion^ 
that  he  fliould  be  heard,  and  that  he 
would  clear  himiHf  from  this  charge,  I 
therefore  promiled  that  I  would  fend  for 
him,  to  plead  his  own  caufe }  for  it  would 
be  without  example,  that  a  man  Ihould  bq 
condemned,  without  being  allowed  to 
defend  himfelf. 

^'  His  eneniieshearing  this  were  ftillmore 
enraged;  they  exclaimed,  that juftice was 
deferred  only  in  order  to  give  Poliarchus 
rime  to  efcape;  that  unlefehewcrcprcventr 
ed,  he  would  leave  the  land,  and  boail  in  hU 
own  country,  that  he  had  infulted  Sicily, 
and  efcaped  without  puniflxment^    When 

they 
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ihtf  thus  perikuf ed  me  widt  tbenr  ime&M 
impcfruxrmisi  I  demaodcd  whst  xhtf 
ttqixkt^A  of  iMr  .  Tbdlt  Poliirdms?  wato 
ibfenty and  itwal in  raifttd  gke icMenctf 
ft^ainft  a  iMn  ooo  of  mf  pcNvvr.  Thejrthat 
air  with  ^n^  -MfSHi  critfd  ooi  th»kb  fliglA 
flk)utd  bt  pMV<»md< .  b^  ordBHiig  tte 
be^c()!h»  to  iM'ft-ddy  tffld  «ht^ '  pofti  ^  hmi^ 
fiiut  'u|y^  Ik  Would  Afdn  bd^  t^Qcn;  and 
f^ade  9S^  ei^mi^e  to  all  ftrangers^  ^^mk 
wh^fig  trim^K^  ^e  commitxed,  tbsf  majfr 
tfMb  be  pumiked*  I  thought  it  expedkim 
M  ghre  Wsly  to  them  for  Foliarchus's  ^fcty^ 
iefty  by  i%f\irmg  to  ptocesd  ag»fxft  himy 
I  ihoUld  kcerife  them  t6  be  the  miniftei^ 
iA  their  own  venguuic* :  wiieneaa  tf  he  camd 
fefdif  to  bift  ciiaV  many  things  trright 
fiAp^m  6>  delfmt Ikim  fbomth^ir  ragr and 
cruelty.  In  the  beginning  €fS  the  ni^it^ 
tile  btteoiil^wafe  stccbtfdiA^y  lighted^  and 
)v  was  a  ^eac  coi^orc  w  me  to  obfi^rve 
ant  flkaife  the  i^diers  took  in  thediingcf  of 
P«di»rchu)$ :  bvt  nbw^  whillt  I  hdped  for 
bettfsrtl^mgH  Timolnidef  caiAe  die  aaihoc 
ef  ift4idb^4)  WaA  »Uiiiie  that  Folorcbtttt 
fMiftdcadJ**    . 

Here 


tHfe    I'HCEKiX.       if 

I^M*6  Argef^»  <30Hld  hd  loAg^  coffiffiiM^I 
hef  gri«f^  bite  w«»  ^liife'  evitf £oMe  ^  ft« 
fetcHdd  a  d^  figh,^  ftiftk  oft  her  kile^y  «s<t 
Hte  dhe  etpbru^g  M  huk  ok  {kg  g(t»unA* 
Mefe^nider  ti\itd  tvttf  mA  th«  ^temknttt 
AHirtirig  !n,  f^  Wa«  fupporMd  bf  hM 
wotiiai  j  aik!  hid  Q^  tf  be4.  The  kii^ 
flttrt  ettqolrtd  «»f  ^l*tttmi  ^hst  kted  6f 
fftakdy  this  W4*i  and  Trhethcr  Ri*  itM^tet 
wert:  ffabj(t6t  to  k.  Sfekftilfe  dffleittbBn^ 
(h«f  c'iOfe,  tdld  him  that  flie  had  fcafc* 
tatetl  any  thbig  fof  fevcf^t  day&  paft»  tifld 
<hat'  ihd  fe^'ed  fhe  wasf  mtobled  4yifcfi  it 
/W  ft^ei'j  bat  that  this  f^fttShg^WWia 
iUm  be  oiret,  and  that  n6  ill  CdAfiifqifeiicd; 
iteed  be  apjjWhended.  ' 

While  the  wdthfeil  ^t(c  ettij^syed  J»  ftj* 
cOVefiffg  tfce  tjrtnddsv  fettert  l^Crc  Bwagftt 
froriT  Lycogeftefe  tathe  fcl%,  figfti^lligj 
that  he  would  foOft  be  thet«,  that  i!he  pti^ 
ftright  be  i^6th  and  Wtified  !rt  fh*  fertple 
rf  Pdlis,  ivWeh  the-  king  held  ift  gitene 
.  tenerMoiT.  Th6  klr%  fetnmed  fa*  iirf^fij'i 
thaft  ft  Jjleaftd  Mtt  tfxoetdiftg  Nveft,, 
ifld  liisc  hd  ilA)dd  ttpiSc  him  6il  th« 

morrow. 


88        THE    PHCENIX. 

morrow.  The  meflfenger  being  difinifled^ 
he  called  for  Eurimedes,  a  man  both 
valiant  and  fortunate  i  for  whilft  a  youth 
he  bad  been  crowned  both  at  the  lilhmian; 
mid  Olympic  games,  to  the  honour  of 
his  country.  He  was  highly  efteemed  by 
the  king,  and  captain  of  his  guard ;  he 
was  always  governor  of  that  city  or  caftlc 
where  the  kmgrefided,  andhaddiftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  his  unlhaken  fidelity  in  the  late 
war.  To  him  the  king  gave  fuch  orders 
as  he  thought  expedient ;  that  the  watch 
(hould  be  carefully  kept,  and  the  guard 
doubled  that  night,  compofed  of  fuch 
bands  as  were  mod:  faithful  and  trufty ;, 
and  to  be  careful  left  Lycc^nes's  coming 
fliould  caufe  any  difturbance ;  for  that  it 
appeared  his  coming  fo  boldly  was  not^ 
fo  much  in  confidence  of  the  peace,  a&  of 
the  ftrength  of  his  fa£i:k)n. 

Thefe    orders    being    given,    he  went 
to  fupper  in  the  apartment  of  Argenis  ((hq 
being  now  fomcwhat  better)  there  to  relax" 
his  mind,    opprefled    with    public    and 
private  cares.    The  reft  of  the  night  he 

gave 
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gave  to  flecp,  fo  far  as  his  cares  permitted 
him.  In  the  mean  time  grief  fuggeftcd 
many  cruel  purpofes  in  the  heart  of  Ar- 
genis,  neither  was  that  night  pleafing  or 
feeure  to  Poiiarchus,  Timoclea's  houfe 
being  troubled  with  frefh  difturbanoes. 
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CHAP.    XL 

Gdanorus  reiarnr  t^  ^imaclea^s  btmfe^  n^ 
porting^  bis  majfer^s  death,  wbotm  Arfiidt 
vifits,  and  adtnfts  ta  km;e  Sidif* 

WHEN  Gelanorus  parted  from 
Arfidas,  he  went  the  fliorteft  way 
to .  Timoclea's  houfe,  and  there  to  the 
lervants'  artfully  lamented  the  death  of 
his  matter.  The  lady  feconding  his  in- 
tention, afked  him  before  her  people  the 
particular  circumftances  of  the  death  of 
Poliarchus,  Archombrotus  came  in  at 
that  inftant,  and  affumed  the  voice  and 
countenance  of  grief.  While  this  fcene 
was  afting,  Arfidas  arrived.  When  the 
lady,  being  told  of  his  approach,  met 
him  at  the  gate,  he  apologifed  for  prc- 
fuming,  upon  their  former  acquaintance, 
to  come  uninvited  to  her  houfe.  Timoclea 
told  him,  he  had  done  her  much  honour, 
and  thanked  him  for  the  vifit.  They 
entered  the  houfe  together,   and  coming 

to 
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tSo  Arfefedmbfotud,  Arfldas^  fafeced  him^ 
fiYft  as  ar  fttlaHgef ^  It  ^as  dbi^ut  ditiAeif** 
tttiftid,  Which  the  Si^ilkins^  obfcrved  with 
more  delicacy  than  any  other  Gf recks.  The' 
repaft  bfeing  ended,  the  fervaftts  i^eciped. 
Timoclea  fir-ft  ^oke,  faying,  •*  I  koow,- 
AvfidB&i  that  yoU'  are  come  bitinsr  tch  d& 
a  piotA  offlic^ey  andy  i!h\c^Bgh  und^r'  ^6 
irtflueil6«  of  OA  ^rei-fe  fortune^  that?  yoti> 
ftiil  teve  and  feefe  ydur  Pbliifchtw.  Hd 
fe  e<^te4l€d  widi  mev  a^  I  fttppdfe  Gtla^ 
flortn^  hi^  infomied  yovK.-  I  witt  net  tio^ 
^ncj&kt  froMft  tvheHcQ  tAiiS  mifchirf  p#<)*^ 
cefed*  *j  for- 1  Aall  Und^attd  il  frbm*  ^diT 
ii¥  hi^  ^^felic'd."  0?f  this^  Ai^fidas  feiVf; 
«^  Wfelf  the  god^  p^^4=  u§  in  thh  con-^ 
c^^dfttft?  C«fifcernirtg  thf  fecfiJt  that  we 
|Jfderv*,  riO-fatkii^  dge  ffiaJl  be  fifenc  of. 
i^t,  la^,  tRe  foftfiSne  of  thy  bottfe  is^ 
6^Gerta:Jft :  ^  it  ifeaj*  k^  its  tftift  iit 
^{€tfj  Md  at  a  prefer  fifhe'  fefbrfci  tins 
pkdgs  6f  virtue  to  th«  wofld,  it  IfeaK  be' 
Jteld  in  fo^  ffegafd  by  p«6fterfey,  is  Italy- 
fot  the  J)r«fefVaft:feli  6f  Satwh  j  '  b€rt  if 
vlnck^  y6u*  r<S)of  PoU*cki$  ijo^lol  find  ^ 

grave. 
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grave,  it  y^Wi  then  be  held  polluted,  and 
all  the  dire  monfters  fpoken  of  in  Sicily, 
will  be  thought  to  have  their  abode  ia 
this  place." 

Timoclea,    replying   nothing  to    this, 
lighted  a  torch,  and,  led  the  way  into  the 
cave  to  Poliarchus.     They  were  not  long 
there  before  they  faw  hifn  rtfing  from  his 
couch,  being  alarmed  by  the  light.  When  he 
perceived  Arfidas,  juft  faluting  the  others,, 
be  leaped  into  his  arms,   and  prai(ed  his 
fidelity,  alking  him  if  he  would  acknow* 
ledge  this  Poliarchus^  a  man  profcribed  in 
Sicily,    and   obliged  to  bide  hb   head: 
then  turning  to  Timoclea,  *^  See  you  this 
lady,  Arfidas  ?    If  I  be  guilty,  Ihe  cannot 
hope  for  pardon ;  but  if  by  this  conceal* 
ment  my  life  is  preferved,  I  owe  it  to  her: 
file  has  compelled  me  in  this  ftorm.  of 
fortune  to  fhelter  myfelf  with  her.    But 
tell  me,  Arficks,  by  what  offence  am  I 
become  detefted  in  Sicily.     Is  the  king 
from   a    Meleander    become  a  Bufiris  i 
or  are  the  Sicilians  worfliippers  of  Diana 
Taurica,  and  will  they  fprinkle  her  altar 

with 
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with  the  blood  of  their  guefts  ?"    Arildas, 
lamenting  the  fortune  of  Meleander,^  told 
him   what  a  tumult  and  almoft  fedition 
was  raifed  in  the  camp  by  the  mef&ngers 
from  Lycogenes,  together  with  the  beha- 
viour  of  the  faithlefs   nobles;    adding^ 
that  the  king,  overcome  by  their  impor- 
tunities, and  fearing  an  in{urre£bion,  had 
confented  to  have  the  beacons  fired,  hoping 
that  in  the  mean  time  Poliarchus  might 
eicape.     He  heard  Arfidas  with  fome  im- 
patience, c^ten  changing  his  place,   and 
attehipdng  to  fpeak ;  and  when  he  had 
done,  taking  Timoclea  by  the  hand,   "  I 
call  thcc  to  witnefs,   lady,    (for  though 
the  gods  are  alvi^ays  prefent, .  they  do  not 
at  all  times  punifh  the  wicked,  nor  juftify 
the  virtuous)  J  call  thee  to  witnefs,  Timo- 
clea,  who  waft  prcfent  at   the    a6tion : 
thou  faweft  me  fight:    Did  I  lie  in  wait 
f<»-thefe  men?     Did  I  fcek  a  quarreW 
Bid  I  provoke  them  to  be  my  enemies? 
They  let  upon  me  unawares,  and  I  muft 
either  have  fallen  under  their  hands,  or 
if  I  overcame  them  all  Sicily  muft  be  up 

in 
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in  ^fxx\fi  agjiinft  mc.  Wh?t  jpropf  js  thctp 
pf  ,any  ^lufchief  ,prcmcdit^ic|d  by  gof 
^gwil  them  ?  ,  I  ?jva^  ^cponjpawiJBD^  g^j 
]by  fliis  l3,<J>i  a  popr  ^fliftant  in  ^  cngjig^ 
mem.  Her  fcryabts  ^i^d^minc  were  ^jpn^ 
forward  i|i  tbic  wpod,  fo  ^V  tj^^t  jii^ey 
heisu-d  not  ti^e  noife  of  9»r  ^ncQUQt^T- 
ftut  w  vh*t  fi  A»tc  JbHth/qrtian^  ^rixon 
jtbis  whappy  ^jng!  He  .(^fpsSjis  rtite 
^efiengecs  /ro^i  traijipi?  ^d  rpl^^s  i^ 
lawful  ^mbaA^^QTs ;  with  .his  ffjkod'^ 
iblood  he  wrould  iatj^fy  hi^  wejiH^  de- 
panels^  ^pd  prqfer^  thqr  frq^a^tiop  ^^J;^ 
pwi  hpnopr  ^nd  jjufl;i<;e."  i 

Poli^rc^us  w^;^bont  .to  i^jc  ftjfl-  njoce 
fn^ly^  ..as  jhis  ,gckf  gRd  Wtfgijity  .ijipYfid 
|iim;i  bttt  4»5fi4?s  iawrnuptii^,  .tftld^hinOt 
be  opgb(t  ^ot.  jto  ..c^tt  jn  queftioo  the 
juftiee  of  tJie^puWic  in  his  cafe  4  ibr,that 
«11  ^npj^n^  ;e:{CQptipg:lhc  ia^ftion  i3f£:Ijfea^ 
geo€^  .^dn^Ved  l|is  xalour,  £noe  ^being 
gbne,  j^d  pr^paj»drfor  a  journey  rather 
ihm  a  fight,  .bp  .(kould  .come  .oflria^caa- 
^VieKOf  r^ofn  .|he  dffiack  of  Ave  men  ; 
li»tjjx^  il^^rc^llaugh^  MJibc  /furvavois 

for 
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for  bafcly  complaining,  that  five  men  were 
attacked  by  ^ope.     <^  Jn^^^,  (added  this 
faithful  friend)    we  aire  the  perfons  who 
Jiaw  ^QW&  ^o  w»ipfeiq^-^t,  ,w  ,<*^ngs 
>oow  ii^ftd,   $«%    15  iun\«>i:rfjy    of  thy 
'.vkt^e,    5]L??Fe  jt,  ^l^c^qs!?,  ^  .g  $ime^ 
and  lay  the  king  under  this  ot;4i^t9on» 
that  he  be  not  compelled  to  proted:  thee 
<widiJdange^:to*femftl!f,  ^nir  (filhoneurjibly 
«to  igive^fbce  ^p  *into  4he  ^hands  «f  ritinc 
^enemies.    'If  thou  corifidd*  ^His  'fituation, 
4hs  -dFeBfCC  may  %e  dexcufed-;  ^fbr  ancient 
«afl»m  is  here  fo  ^ftrong,  4liit  -naughtttr 
rftt«ftH<ither  be'^ufiiflied^  juftificdfeefore 
«he  3«idges-,  •Infemutih  <hat*Mars  ^Hinifeif, 
as  Aey  fay,  *er  Mffing-Halirrtiothras,  was 
•^bligfed  tP  -ajypear  'before  the  fltreopagus. 
©epiiiit  then,   'Pdliardius,  tmd  ^fu^r  fK>t 
l?his  'ifland  to  be  totaHy  wicked/*    Poli- 
lai^hus  enJwered,  that  he  would  be  gone, 
Aice  ^diis  Bngrateftrl  country  «paid  iiis 
ftrv^fjes  %y  cWigtng  him -to  ^kaare  it  pri* 
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CHAP.    XI. 

ApUafant  fit^  of  a  thief.  Timoclea  gives 
'  Peliarcbus  a  dijguife^  who  entreats  Arfidas 
40  djfure  the  princefs-  of  bis  health  and 
fafety. 

THEY  then^  confulted  together  on 
the  fafeft  method  for  Poliarchus's 
^  efcape  out  of  Sicily.  Arfidas  had  married 
a  wife  from  among  the  Brutians,  and  he 
propofed  to  fend  him  from  Meflina  tx> .  his 
father-in-lawy  difguifed  like  a  peaiant, 
and  alio  in  his  own  fhip  would  convey 
him  to  Italy.  Timodea  ihulin^  laid  ihe 
would  fiirnifli  him  with  a  di%uiie  that 
flipuld  baffie  his  purfuers.  '<  In  the 
diflxift  irf  Panormus  (faid  ihe)  there  was 
a  thief,  who  by  a  fubtle  contrivance, 
efcaped  puniihment  ibr  a  long  timp;  for, 
according  to  the  fabulous  account  of 
Geryon,  he  had  three  different  faoe^. 
He  was  a  middle-aged  man,  his  hair  and 
beard  brown  and  thin  s  but  in  his  pockets 

he 
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he  had  two  falfe  heads  of  hair  with  beards 
»  them,  one  long  and  white,  like  an  old 
man's,  the  other  black  and  fhort,  like  a 
youth's.  Thus,  if  he  had  robbed  like  % 
young  man,  he  woiiW  meet  his  purfuers 
as  an  old  one;  and  again,  if  the  grcjr 
iDeard  had*  committed  any  roguery,  he 
would  put  on  the  young  man's,  and  efcape* 
By  this  delufioii,  he  even  cfcaped  fulpiciort 
as  well  as  puniftiment.  My  father  was 
ithen  governor  of  Panormus,  and  by  his 
vigilance  this  camelion  was  detefted  and 
pVit  to  de^th ;  but,  admiring  the  cunning. 
of  the  man,  he  commanded  the  fifticious 
hair  and  beards  to  be  preferved  in  his  houfe. 
J  will  fetch  thim,  and  we  will  try  them 
upon  Poliarchus.'*  Having  thu§  faid^ 
Ihe  went  out  of  the  ,cave,  and  prefently^ 
rewrncd  with  thefe  two  artful  dilguiles 
of  youth  and  age.  They  put  one  of  them 
upon  Foliarchus  (who  however  inly  grieved 
^t  being  thus  obliged  to  ufe  tlie  contri- 
vance of  a  villain  for  his  fecurity)  when 
lie  appeared  fo  transformed,  that  even 
Argenis  could  not  have  known  him. 
Vol.  I.  B  And 
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Now,  wilhing  good  foccefk  to  this, 
deception,  they  earneftly  entreat  hifn  rg% 
continue  wearing  it,  and  Timocleai  pi»*. 
ttiifed  to  bring  him  a  dtef$  futtable  to  k;^ 
£:>r  it  <;oncerned  PoUarchag  ta  be  dtf^ 
guifed,  though  ia  a  caY«,  that  if  curiofitf^ 
fliould  bring  any  pevfen  thither,  he,  trafi^ 
ing  in  his  drefs,  qoight  efcape  into-  the 
fields.  As  they  were  taking  teave,.  Pbli- 
archus  called  Arfidas  afide,  ex€uAng 
himfelf  ta  Archombrotus  and  the  lady, 
for  fpeaking  a  word  in  private  to  him. 
Arfidas  was  the  only  friend,  who  kn«w> 
the  fecret  love^  between  him  ai^  Argcnis  : 
he  therefore  entreated  him  not  to  debif> 
going  to  that  princefs,  being  much  mor& 
grieved  for  her  fake  than  for  his  own  :  he 
feared  greatly  the  effed  that  the  peport? 
of  his  death  might  have  upon  her,  know- 
ing that  fhe  would  not  willingly  furvive- 
him.  He  therefore  enjoined  Arfidas  tx> 
haften  to  comfort  her,  left  Aq  fl^uW» 
kment  white  he  was  in  peace  and  fa&ty, 
ikyk^,  if  the  gods  gnanted  him  a  free 
paflage  out  of  Sicily,  h&  wouU  attend 
3  ^^. 
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ha  commands  opoa  the  ceaft  of  Itaif^ 

cfT  l£  k  was  her  pleafore  to  fee  him  fir^^ 
Ite  wouM  hazard  a  vifit  through  every 
<itanger« 

,  Time  would  not  aHow  him  ix>  faf  any 
more,  lufit^  would  he  commk  anf  more 
in  charge  to  his  friend,  who  promifed  his 
afliftance  to  the  utmoft.  And  Timoclea 
perfuading,  and  Foliarchus  not  forbidding^ 
he  confented  to  defer  his  journey  till  the 
nekt  morning.  They  promifed  to  return 
after  fupper  with  the  drefs  for  Poliarchus': 
he  in  the  mean  time  eat  fparingly  of  fuch 
things  as  the  lady  had  brought  him, 
while  Arfidas  jelled  with  him  to  divert 
his  thoughts  from  his  troubles.  **  Why, 
noble  fir,  faid  he,  Ihould  you  be  grieved, 
that  a  cave  or  a  difguife  Ihould  conceal 
you  from  your  enemies?  You  being 
alone  fly  from  a  multitude ;  but  when 
Typhcus  only  purfued  all  the  gods,  they 
were  not  afhamed  to  fly  and  hide  them- 
felves  in  Egypt  under  the  fliapes  of 
various  birds  and  beafl:s.  Your  familiar 
friend,  Nicoppmpus,  has  made  bold  to 
F  2  rcprefent 
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reprefent  them  with  the  bills  of  birds  and 
faces  of  beafts  upon  their  divine  counte- 
nances." With  that  he  delivered  him  a 
book  of  poems,  and  deiired  him  to  divert 
himfelf  with  them;  and  then  they  all  left 
Pdiarchus,  and  retired  tothehQuie.. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

A  converfation  between  Archombrotus  and 
Arjidas^  concerning-  the  abilities,  of  men. 
^hat  perfons  of  firji-rate  talents  are 
rarely  founds  and  of  the  different  degrees 
cf  genius  among  men*  The  charaRer  of 
Ibburanes. 

IN  the  mean  time,  Archombrotus  an^ 
Arfidas  walked  in  the  garden,  and  the 
evening  bein^'pleafant  pafled  fome  time 
there  converfing  on  various  fubjefts.  From 
commending  Poliarchus,  they  took  occafion 
to  fpeak  of  fuch  men  as  excelled  in  genius, 
virtue  and  fpirit,  what  rare  ornaments  of- 
fociety  they  are,  and  yet  how  frequently 
overlooked,  or  de  pifed  by  fuch  minds  as 
are  made  for  fubjeftion,  and  yet  afllime  the 
command  over  people  of  free  and  generous 
fpirits.  While  they  were  thus  difcourfing, 
the  love  of  virtue,  and  diflike  of  the  prefent 
ftate,  fo  tranfported  Arfidas,  that  he  affirmed 
with  fome  warmth,  that  fuch  excellent  meri 
F  3  could 
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could  not  be  neglefted  without  injufticc^ 
and  even  danger,  and  that  It  was  the  mofl: 
mifchievous  cruelty,  to  negleft  that  merit 
:which  ought  to  be  difUnguilhed  and  re* 
ivarded  ia  the  fight  of  the  world.  **  For* 
tune  of  late,  faid  he,  hath  taken  a  nnofl: 
i^bfurd  courfe  i  for  k  is  almoft  taken  for 
a  proof  of  fupcrior  worth  to  be  driven 
from  a  court,  or  elfe  flighted  and  negledked 
there.  The  cowardly  and  barbarous  vices 
of  the  great  feek"to  difarm  Virtue,  aa  if 
they  thought  to  raiie  diemfelt/es,  by 
{>roudiy  af&ding  ^trample  Her  under 
their  feet/'    • 

Archombrotus,  whether  deCirMs  » 
draw  more  inftruftion  from  ArfKias,  m 
aiming  to  take  the  part  rf  kings,  replied^ 
that  in  Poliarchus*s  cafe,  he  detefted  the 
injuftice  of  fortune  ;  but  in  general  it 
^as  no  wonder,  that  kings  Ihould  over- 
look fuperior  talents  or  merits,  being 
engaged  in  fo  many  cares,  and  burthened 
with  fo  many  expences,  that  it  would  not 
benefit  the  puWic,  if  fuch  m6h  *>wcp6  to 
become  burthcnfome  to  the  reft,  and-  the 

beft 
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bcft  gifts  of  nafture  wtt'e  to  be  paid  for  out 
t^f  the  public  treafury.  "  Biefides  (con- 
timi^  he)  it  frequefttly  happens  that 
%hof^  accomplilhments  we  fo  much  adtme, 
ure  of  lYO  ufe  to  kihgs,  nor  any  way  jsrofifc^ 
table  in  ftate  employments;  as  hmt 
fruits  are  pleafant  to  the  eye,  and  yet 
neither  whokfome  nor.  agreeable  to  the 
tafter 

Arfldas  at  firft  fmiled  rather  difdainfully^ 
fceming  to  rejcdl  his  defence  of  fuch  ail 
WHJuft  deftination,  till  perceiving,  by  the 
modeft  countenance  of  Archombrotus, 
tiiat  he  was  not  unwiHing  to  be  confuted^ 
AAd  that  hi  expe6ted  his  anfwer,  at 
teftgth  ht  fpdl*  thtis  :  «  Why  do  you 
ubjea  tihe  ftattfi  of  kbgH  td  my  ai^iment  P 
At  if  it  ou^t  not  to  be  oAfe  of  theil- 
^ritidpkl  CAr^s,  todiftinguifh  fuch  men;, 
4ind  to  draw  ih«fi  ^boitt  them-  They  are 
inot  fo  common  th^t  they  need  fear  the 
nufxlber)  infomu^h  that  I  oan  hardly  eon^ 
idemn  him^  that  fought  for  one  of  thenl 
'witil  A  t^chihojjen  ikyligiit.  But  yo\i 
fear  the  ftate  will  be  over-charged  with 
F  4.  them^ 
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them.  Oh  careful  and  vife  ceconomy ! 
Are  not  princes  folicitows  to ,  have  a  fine 
ftablc  of  horfes  !  To  have  fine  hawks  and 
hounds,  and  all  thofe  things,  which  are 
more  for  plcafure  than  ufe,  they  think 
it  a  difgrace  to  princes  to  omit.  They 
think' nothing  of  the  money,  that  is  fquant- 
dered  this  way,  nor  of  the  worthlefs  men 
who  are  maintained  out  of  it ;  hut  ttf 
provide  for  excellent  perfons  they  think  i 
great  burthen  :  here  they  ftudy  parfimony,^ 
here  theexchequer  fails.  No,  Archombrotus,- 
ic  is  their, virtue  that  fails  on  thefe  occa^ 
fions.  Suppofe  the  king  does  not  delight 
in  ,the  company  of  fuch  men.  Po  wf 
only  lay  up  among  our  treafures  fuclj 
things  as  wc  naturally  fancy  ?  Do  not 
the  wife  collect  alfo  fuch  things  as  dcfervc 
to  be  efteemed  for  their  own  iritrinfic 
value  ?  Neither  are  kings  fo  reftrained,  but 
that,  if  they  diflike  or  ftand  in  fear  of  fuch 
men,  they  may  lay  them  up  as  a  ftore  in  fome 
other  place  out  of  their  fights  nor  need 
you,  as  I  faid,  to  complain  of  the  number 

.      of 
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of  thefe  men,  fince,  chufe  never  fo  carefully 
you  will  find  but  a  few  of  them." 

"  But  whom  then,  faid  Archombrotus, 
will  you  place  in  this   rank  ?'*      Arfidas 
replied,     "  If  we   leave   particulars  and 
confider   this  matter   at  large,    I  would 
exclude  none  of  the  nobler  arts  and  fciences : 
one  man  is  famous  in    managing  horfes, 
another   for  the  ufe  of  weapons ;    fome 
excel   in    painting,  '  others  in   mufic,    in, 
mechanics,  or  in  architedure,  in  aquedufts,' 
or  in  other  curious  arts  -,  fuch  I  mean  as 
are  valuable  in  themfelves,    or  in   HigK. 
efteem  by  the  fafliion  of  the  times.     Let 
fuch  men  be,  paid  according  to  their  own 
eftimation,   if  they  cannot  be  had  at  a 
cheaper  rate:    the  bounty  of  their  pay 
will  commend    the  arjifts,    and   be   the 
glory  of  their  prince  befides  :  but  obferve, 
that  I  would  have  all  thefe  men  moft  ex- 
cellent in   their  way,    and  fuch   as  there 
are  but  few  of  to  be  found.     As  for  thofe- 
of  a  ftill  higher  fort,    whofe   abilities  re- 
fpedt  die  ^rts  of  war  and  peace^  and  men: 
eminent  for  valour  or  for  learning,  furely 
F  5  we 
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we  ought  to  fet  a  ftili  higber  irahie  upoo 
them;  nay  ve  ougltt  not  to  delay  the 
acquifitkm  of  them  at  any  rate.  Yet  I 
would  not  thus  honour  either  oiere  raih- 
hdCs  in  arms,  nor  the  commoa-place  know* 
kdge  of  fcfaolars;  but  iuch  heroes  as 
have  their  ardour  tempered  by  knowledge 
and  conduft)  and  are  favoured  tfy  fortune, 
efpecially  thofe  whom  fame  hath  recorded, 
which  often  infpires  low  minds  wkh  cou- 
rage, and  gives  fucceis  in  warlike  under- 
takings :  and  among^  the  learned,  diofe  c^ 
capital  merit,  who  are  i>  emkient  and  fo 
lew,  that  dieir  number  at  a  time  is  often 
k(s  than  that  oi  the  mules,  and  their  luftre 
&  great,  that  none  are  ignorant  of  it  but 
thofe  who  are  wilfully  blind.  Sonne  of 
thefe,  wh<»ii  I  have  enumerated,  are  ik 
to  manage  public  affairs;  but,  because 
the  ftate  knows  nd:  how  to  make  ufe  of 
thefe  blefllngs  of  the  gods,  they  oftea 
grow  rufty  in  difcontent  and  obfcurity, 
inftead  of  being  policed  by  ufe  and  em^ 
ployment.  For  the  reft,  that  feem  bom 
€iily  for  dicK-  books,   yet  how  great  is 

their 
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their  power  with^thc  pitfent  ige  and  with 
pofterhjr,  whett  Jteeording  to  their  favour 
W  pleftfWre  they  beftdW  ftfne  ahd  irtitttot- 
tftlity  tven  itpon  printer  artd  heroes.  Thfe 
pernor,  he  fhat  ^htffe*  C6  be  igtiditant  6fy 
*fetV€4  id  fdtX  aU  Hie  irtcdttvenleAcd  bf 
kli  6Wrt  experience*  We  af6  ft)  difpdfed 
1^  tt^mm,  ArchombrouTA^  that  every 
man  delights  in  fomething;  thofe  that 
uxaA  in  that  ftudy  or  art  we  are  fond  t)f» 
wigmoft  admtre.  Suppofe,  ^erefofe^  thac 
the  t¥X)(l  exceltent  men  in  arts  and  ari¥i$^ 
sftd  in  all  fdetites  and  mechanic  atts^  w^re 
all  aflembied  tdgether^  like  the  ftafs  in 
die  fky>  ia  one  empire^  and  under  one 
prince^  would  not  the  fame  of  that  court 
«ach  to  all  partd  of  the  >^orId  ?  Who 
frould  hi  ignorant  of  if  ?  Nay,  whd 
l»ould  noi  refp^a  the  temple,  in  which 
his  favourite  deity  was  placed?  And,  at 
to  the  prince  hktifelf,  how  l^gely  wotild 
be  be  repay^d  for  his  kboi^r  and  expene^ 
in  coilefting  them  ?  He  woiiW  e)(Cfcdd 
file  common  jhappiiiefi  of  mortality  •,  for 
fee  would  fee  himfetf  deified  whik  alive 
F  6  much 
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much  more  eflfedually,  than  by  a  cloud  o( 
perfumes,  and  the  phantom  of  an  eagle's 
efcaping  from  his  funeral  pile  after  hia 
death.  He  would  triumph  in, the  univerfak 
applaufe  ^  thefe  men  would  be  his  page-  , 
ants,  thefe  his  bed  fpoils  of  all  nations^i 
from  whom  he  had  gathered  fuch  flowers^ 
which  muft  form  for  him  a  wreath  of 
ipumortality." 

*'  But  thefe  things,  faid  Archombrotus, 
are  rather  to  be  wiflied  than  expe<Sted  y 
the  variety  of  employments  and  difpo- 
fitions  in  thofe  belonging  to  courts,  for- 
bid us  to  expcft  them:  befides,  fuch 
excellent  men  as  you  delcribe  arc  not 
always  to  be  purchafed ;  though  I  believe 
there  are  fom  fuch  in  courts,  and  in  the 
favour  of  kings,  and  thofe  who .  are  not 
fo  happy  ought  rather  to  complain  q£ 
fortune  than  .of  princes." 

*'  I  nether  believed,  returned  Arfidas^ 
that  this  fcheme  could  abiblutely  be  brought  ^ 
tp  effeft ;  but  as  knowledge  is  profitable, 
though  it  be  not  ftridtiy  reducible  tO 
pradice^  ib  in  this  cafe  it  would  be  right 


THE    PHCENIX.       109 

to  confider  it  as  prafticable,  that  we  mzy 
as  much  as  fortune,  and  the  ftate  of  our 
affairs  will  permit,  promote  all  opportuni- 
ties of  drawing  by  the  hope  of  reward,  if  not 
all,  yet  as  many  eminent  men  as  we  pQf^ 
fibly  can  to  the  court.  And  whereas  you 
fay,  that  kings  courts  are  not?  wholly 
deftitute  of.  fuch  men  as  thefe,  1  do  not 
wholly  contradi6t  you  here-,  but  mark^ 
Archombrotus, .  there  is  a  middle  rank  of 
men,  like  that  of  knights  among  nobility, 
greatly  inferior  to  thofe  we  have  beea- 
fpeakingofi*  men  of  moderate  parts  and 
abilities,  yet  capable  of.employm^t  and 
ufeful.in  affairs:  of  thefe  there  are  man;^ 
in  courts,  and  when  they  are  promoted  to. 
dignities,  they  ihine  with  the  borrowed 
rays  of  preferment,  fo  that  men  thmk 
them  the  moft  perfcdt  works  ofnatiu^,  as 
inferior  gems  receive  additional  luftre  from 
the  manner  of  their  fctring.  To  be  diligent 
and  prudent,  to  fpeak  nothing  rafhly,  to 
put  on  the  appearance  of  wifdom,  and  by 
that  means  to  hide. their  own  defeats  :  thefe 
things  may  be  pruftifed  by  a  man  of  very 

moderate 
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moderate  genius^  oad  thefeace  all  that  we  can 
find  in  many:  gre^  men  vfixa  yet  are  Inghly. 
extolkd  ^  but  tbc  afafence  of  vicis  b  mit* 
ttken  for  Ttrtuo,  and  a  privation  of  fblly  for 
yfiSiom  y  then  a  finail  mufet.paflcs  fbr  the 
ocean*  Cuftom  and  ofe  make  them 
able  and  ready  in  bofinefi^  and  this  bjt 
the  ifian^  is  taksn  fbr  the  ffA  of  natute 
and  greacnefs  of  dapQcky;  I  do  not  grudgor 
thefe  men  thor  due.  praifes.  It  may  be  na 
trifle  for  a  man  to  be  raifed  u>  hoiKnir^  and  to 
improve  by  ius  employment  r  but  theie» 
Archombrotns^  are  not  the  men  I  am 
j^Aaking  o£  Befyes^  thde  I  aHow  ther& 
asc  fbmc'  feir  fuperkr  ^Irits.  to  be  fiimnd 
ki  courts^  onck  kings  fsvdur:  for  Foliar*' 
dirxxB  east  tived  in  a  court,  and  was  re- 
^)efi;ed  there  ^  and  alfo  your&lf^  noble 
youthy  I  will  not  doubt  to  reckon  amon|^ 
lA&efe  ornaments  of  oatoce.  Mekandnr 
ba$  Cleobuks  and  Euf imidess  than  whom; 
what  w(»thicx  men  caft  be  fouod  ?  But  i 
do  not  therefipre  reckon  the  courts  of 
kifigs  juft  OF  kappy,  be<^aufe  out  of  ai 
itanty    number  of  excellent  oien  they' 

fometimes. 
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fometimcs  entertairt  a  very  few ;  for  I  could 
eafilf  name  many  more,  who  are  defpiied^ 
or  what  is  worfe,  infulted.  Sometimes  the 
fault  is  in  kings^  who  fear  virtue  and  hat<» 
admonitbn  ^  fomecimes  in  thofe  abo^H 
dicm^  if  nattire  has  made  them  favage^ 
happinefs  indc^m,  or  fortune,,  proud  • 
bcfides  many  great  peribns  think  it  their 
own  I0&,  if  any  man  befides  themlHves 
and  their  followers  are  enriched  by  the 
conrt-,  fo  merit  being  neglefted,.  they 
diftribute  the  favours  of  the  prince  {who 
perhs^s  is  ignorant  of  it)  among  their  ow)^ 
friends  and  followers*  Far  otheri^ife 
would  they  z&^  if  they  loved  their  matter 
fincerely,  or  thcmfelves  wifely  ;  for  what 
could  be  i^  glorious  to  them  as  tx>  gain  at 
the  ftate's  expence^  men  bom  for  the 
iX'namenCs  of  the  age  to  be  their  foUowersy 
who  wouki  doubt  whether  diey  owed  more 
to  the  kfaig,  than  to  them  by  whom  they 
were  recommended  to  his  notice*  Above 
aH,  I  cannot  but  laugh  at  their  blindnefs^ 
wIk>  negleft  the  praife  of  the  learned, 
which  will  outlive  th^ir  wealth  or  pleafures^ 

and 
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and  which  will  attend  only  thofe  wha 
truly  feek  it.  But  if  the  honey  of  thcfc 
bees  pleafe  you  not,  at  leaft  it  is  wife  tq 
avoid  their  ftings*  How  often  hath  one 
man,  either  a  foldier  or  fcholar,  revenged 
his  private  injuries  upon  the  whole  ftate  ? 
How  often  hath  one  headed  a  party,  one 
gained  a  vidtory  ?  Such  men  are  not 
provoked  with  impunity.  The  gods  grant 
that  Sicily  feel  not  the  revenge  of  Ppli- 
archus.  He  came  voluntarily  into  the 
king's  fcrvice,  fo  that  the  offence  is  the 
heavier,  in  that  we  fought  not  fuch  exalted 
merit,  nor  could  Entertain  virtue  when 
we  had  it.  .  Truly,  I  know  not  how 
Meleander  .will  excufe  himfelf  to  the  beft 
of  his  nobles,  and  efpecially  to  Ibburanes, 
who  they  fay  comes  to  him  this  day ;  for  he 
will  boldly  lay  this  error  to  the  king's 
charge,  being  a  ftranger,  and  privileged^ 
both  by  his  high  quality  and  his  familiarity 
with  the  king." 

Though  Archombrotus  could  not  diC- 
approve  of  this  difcourle,  yet  he  was  forry 
that  Arfidas  dwelt  fo  long  on  this  ftibjedt^ 
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for   he  rather  dcfired  to  hear*  of  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Sicilians,  their  manner 
of  living,   and  the  chief  exercifes  of  the 
court,  with  the  names  of  fuqh   as   were 
moft  eminent  either  for  merit  or  the  con- 
trary.     When    therefore  Arlidas  named 
Ibburanes,   he  took  occafion  to  enquire 
who  he  was,  and  by  what  virtues  Jie  was 
rendered  fo  refpc(5table.     **He  was  born 
in.  Lydia,    faid  Arfidas,    and   only  con- 
nedled  with  us  by  a  friendfhip,  which  the 
.courtefy  of    Melcander  hath    cemented. 
He  is  defcended  from  the  ancient  nobility 
of  Lydia,  and  being  early  initiated  into 
ilate  affairs,,  he  ftored   his   a£iive  mind 
with  ufeful  knowledge  \  and,  b?ing  pof- 
fefled  of  a  fortime  equal  to  any  dignity, 
he   chofe  very   young   %o   perforin  thofc 
offices  that  belong  to  the  fervice  of  the 
.gods.     Tet  was  it^Jater  than  his  friends 
>expe6ted  before  he  obtained'    the  fcarlet 
robe  •,  but  it  was  his  glory  to  deferve  the 
dignity  long  before  he  gained  it.     Since 
that  he  has  executed  high  offices  of  judi- 
cature,   embaffies,   and    governments    of 

provinces. 
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provinces,    purchafing    every    where  an 
hdnonrable  name  fbr  jaftice  and  clemency. 
He  h  the   favotirite  of  the  mtifes ;  he 
admits  them  to  his  txyanfels,  and  with  ft 
moft  deKghtftjl  wit  he  recites  their  m^pt- 
rations.     To  him  therefore,  as  a  fecond 
Phoebus,    do  fuch  refort,    whom  poetry 
'liath  exahed  above  the  vulgar ;  and,  left 
the  gods  Ihould  feem  to  deny  hfan  any 
thing,  they  have  united  his  family  in  tht 
ftrifteft  harmony  and  religion;    fo  that> 
«fter  his  example,  his  whole  family  re^ 
fcmble  im  afiembly  of  the  gods.     Indeed, 
it  was  not  without  a.  prefage  his  anCeftoft' 
gave  bees  for  thdt  device  from  whence^, 
as  the  time^  and  occafions  require^   pro^ 
'<:eed  both  hoftey  ^and '  ftidgst    I^«  thdb 
three  days  pad  this  liDburanes  has  been 
employed  in  negdciating  the  peace  with 
Lycogeftds,  which  being  now  concluded,, 
he  is  this  day  expe6ted  •  by  the  king*** 
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CHAP.     XIV. 

A  company  of  ruftics  break  into  Timocki^s 
boufe.  An  account  of  the  occafion  of  the 
tumult,  ^bey  apprehend  Arcbombrotus 
injiead  of  PoUarcbus. 

THE  pleafureof  conyerfation  beguiled 
the  time  till  fupper  was  ready.  The 
lady's  lervants  brought  in  the  repaft,  and 
Timoclea  called  for  her  guefls  \  and  now 
beginning  to  lay  afide  their  cares,  relying 
upon  their  fchetnc  £br  Poliarchus^s  Mq 
depaitiire,  the  bo^  was  circulating  amon^ 
them,  wiien  a  company  of  clowns  with  a 
dangerottfi  niden^  thundered  at.thegfliOes« 
*  The  porter  inCreated  thefe  furious  ruftics 
to  let  him  teli  his  lady  who  they  wov 
that  demandecl  entrance;  but  they  with 
ftubbom  pride  infifled  <ui  immediate  ad-^ 
million,  faying  they  came  with  autlK>ricy  9, 
and  prefllng  fiirioufly  upon  the  door,  they 
broke  it  down  and  rufhed  in^  yet  they 
had  only,  fucfa  weapons  as  chance  or.tbeit. 

,  occupatioa 
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occupation  afforded,,  and  none  of  thetn 
were  compleatly  armed.  When  they  en- 
tered the  apartment  wh^re  the  guefts  were 
fitting,  Timoclea  fainted  away,  but  Ar- 
chombrotus  and  Arfidas  leaping  from 
their  feats  drew  their  fwords,  refolving 
to  fell^  tlieir  lives  at  as  dear  a  rate  as  poC- 
fible.  " 

The  caufe  of  this  tumult  was  this.  A 
woman  of  the  next  town  having  feen  Gela- 
norus,  and  enquiring  who  he  was,  (he  was 
told  he  was  the  fervant  of  Poliarchus. 
As  it  was  a  feftival  facred  to  Ceres,  many 
peafants  from  the  neighbouring  villages 
were  affembled  together  in  the  town  of 
Pthihthia.  -This  woman  falling  into  comr 
pany  with./oroe  of  them,  had  raflily  told 
them  where  fhe  had  feen  PoU^chus*s  fer- 
vant ;  on.  which  one  of  them  ftarted  up, 
"  And  what,  laid  he,  if  Poliarchus  be  pri- 
vately hidden  there  ?**  Another  fi'c  for  fuch 
headlong  counfel,  added,  that  fo  ierious 
a  bufmels  was  not  to  be  negledted  -,  that 
the -whole  town  would  be  punilhed,  if 
Poliarchus  were  concealed  within  the  limits 

of 
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t£  it.  And  now  the  fame  opinion  poflef- 
fing  many  of  them,  and  the  report  gain-^ 
ing  ftrength,  they  foon  agreed,  not  as  to 
a  thing  doubtful  and  queftionable,  but 
affirmed  as  a  certainty,  that  Timoclea 
harboured  Poliarchus.  That  they  were 
all  fables  that  had  been  told  them  of  hi$ 
death,  and  refolved  that  he  fhould  be 
feized  and  brought  to  his  trial.'^  If  th© 
gods  had  not  preferved  him,  the  conjec- 
tures of  thefe  madmen  had  been  verified  y 
io  often  does  it  happen,  that  chance  and 
ralhnefs  difcover  more  than  doubtful  and 
diligent  wifdom  could  do,  upon  the  beft 
and  fureft  grounds. 

The  multitude  now  filled  the  market- 
place with  noifc  and  tumult,  ready  to 
follow  any  one  as  their  leader ;  and  whejj 
one  cried  out  they  muft  not  delay,  they 
all  ran  together,  and  breaking  open  Timo- 
clea's  houfe,  as  we  have  feen,  believed  they 
had  lighted  upon  Poliarchus  ;  indeed  none 
of  them  knew  him,  but  they  had  heard 
him  defcribed,  as  a  young  man  of  good 
iUture  and  p]tafing ,  countenance,  which 

<hin^ 
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things  were  vUlUe  m  Archombrocus  ;  and 
has  jforeign  Arek  cimficfned  their  opinion. 
Afftired  by  chefe  t^ens  they  Ibouted  £Dr 
joy,  and  if  they  had  hot  been  defirous  of 
t^ing  hitn  alive^  he  was  fikeiy  t&  have 
paid  the  debe  ol  another  man.  Rmt  wften 
they  peFceived  hkn  te^ftandf  on^  his  defence, 
he  whom  the  mob  had  chofen  for  ikek 
capuin  fpoke  thus^  ^^  Ne^,  l^^nchiis^ 
tisKM  art  twice  a  traycw  \  Firft,  in  hanging 
^iferweA  the  king^s  difjpleafiire,  and  fecond* 
ly,  in»  drawing  thy  fwoFd  agmnft  na  who 
txecMe  hisordeps^  Lay  down  thy  weapon 
inftamly,  aad  yield  thyfetf  our  prifem*  \ 
Timoclea  (hall  fufFer  the  fame  punifhmenc 
6}v  conceafiifig  thee.*** 

The  firli  having  d^us  ipoken^  the  p^ 
raifed  their  voices  and  bid  him  make  haibe. 
He  had'  no  time  to  exprels  his  wondei^, 
noar  to  aflc  whac  was  hrs^  fault  y  bur  oidy 
warmed  m^  youth#bl  courage,,  he  refolMd 
to*  reftft  thcBT  til^l^  death.  Bte  Af^fidas 
being  bovn  in  Sieily,.  and  iw&rftMding 
tkeirproviiicsalffeinguage^  ftoongfy  withliekl 
him;    ^  iMi^  bokl;t(^hudv  Archom* 

brotus ! 
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brotw  !    (&id  W)  doi  not  fpead  tky  valour 

ufwn  fiicfe  «3  th«fe»     Sbatt  tjiey  be  .thy 

CQoqiieiiQrs^  ^)kv  are  not  Mrorthy^  ne^  br  ¥aQ-> 

qiisBiod   b^  thoe  ?*  T  We  men9£^  are  ooi; 

imcwl^  ibr.  tbee^  k  19  J^^i^c^bqa  wii^xs^ 

dvey  fe^/*   Xh«a  ^urijiog  ^  hm  whp  le4 

t^.Kabbhs^  hf^!;i)141umtb«t^:W)<;hu^  could 

be  ^ne-'wellr.  ki^  ^inwilii:  i/9p94  sifl(ed  whys 

tivjjf  ibonuki  bQ  wgry  be^arje  itey  knew 

i^>ielYe3  ^e^i^ii  OP  the  kiag;  wtpoged; 

He  iihe«  withj  ma^y  fair  words  told,  tbis^ 

n^k^  ibae  bp  d^  not  do^bt  ^$  a  wore) 

fifpm  bitn  w^d  i^rab  ibeifr  f ury,,  s^d  ii^ 

hfr  ^WHiW  con»»ian4  th«m  »  N  qukt^  tbejj 

WHHd  all  ob^y  hio^.    Xbc  dow»?s.  prida 

l)^Ag:  fl^toned!  m^ith  tbe  uJ9Qx;pe<5bed  hcK 

^j^^rs  pai4  hip,  inore  like  a  cryer  tban.^ 

c^tdic^  convEn^nded  iUeia^e  among;  thqn. 

Th^  rtpik  b€»ng[  turned,  to- a  low  mur-^ 

mm,  j^Mna  d(ei|)anded  wbafC  had  b»c>i}^ 

t!0ggth€rr  fo  iiMPy  pqojdc  in  swm  ?   The 

M&»lmdw  wfwred,  Xbe.y  cansse  thitbec 

to!  S5>pf ehc8P(^  P^H«6hu^..    The*  Anfid^ 

^We:  fiitenmly.  ^3^:  ]Rol«a"i6hvs  was  nftft 

tbtfej^nos  didibti  fimraugHt  thatlfaSLkeew, 

enjoy 
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enjoy  the  light !  That  they  fhould  quiet 
Cheir  minds,  which  were  bent  to  do  the 
king  fervice,  but  indeed  lArith  a  rafh  and 
blind  devotion.  He  then  afked  if  any 
Itaan  prefent  knew  Poliarchus  ?  The  form 
and  features  of  this  young  man,  faid  he, 
<ire  quite  diflferent  from  his.  Here  even 
the  moft  mod^ft  of  the  clowns  fet  up  a 
hifs,  but  the  reft  broke  out  into  rage  and 
fury ;  crying  out,  *'  Carry  away  the  king'* 
.enemy."  Arfidas  made  flgns  that  he 
begged  to  be  heard  again ;  and  with  fome 
difficulty  they  were  once  again  hufhed. 
**  Take  heed,  faid  he,  ftill  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  the  leader,  that  you  be  not  held 
the  author  of  this  tumult !  It  is  not  lawful 
to  ufe  violence  to  a  ftranger ;  but  if  you 
be  refolved  to  (hew  your  loyalty  by  wrong- 
ing an  innocent  man,  he  (hall  yield  himfelf 
into  your  cuftody,  v>pOin  condition  that 
you  (hall  neither  bind  nor  fetter  him,  and 
when  it  is  day-light,  (hall  carry  him  to^ 
court.  There  let  thole  judge  his  caufe 
who  have  proper  authoiity,  and  let  him 
i^epunilbed  ;f  h^  have  deferved  it^  and 
^  .  let 
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let  Timoclea  remain  here  with  a  guard  to 
prevent  her  cfcaping,  till  it  be  krioWn 
whether  Ihc  is  guilty  or  not.  In  the  mean 
time^  thou  that  haft  the  power  keep  thy 
townfmen  from  doing  farther  violence  in 
this  houfe;  and  thus  wilt  thou  Ihow  at 
once  thy  wifdom  and  loyalty.*'  Btrt  while 
they  were  debating  upon  this  matter^ 
Archombrotus  refufed  to  yield  himfelf  to 
them.  "  What  (faid  he)  fhall  I  put  my- 
felf  into  the  power  of  an  enraged  rabble ! 
Who  would  truft  the  violence  of  the  mul* 
titude,  who  may  infult  and  injure  any 
man  without  controul  ?''  But  Timoclea 
falling  on  her  knees,  with  her  tears  and 
prayers  made  his  high  fpirit  relent ;  whilft 
Arfidas,  with  ftrong  reafons,  urged  that 
there  could  be  no  other  means  of  fafety, 
than  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  carried  to  the 
king;  for,  why  (hould  he  defire  to  die, 
and  what  comfort  could  there  be  in  hia 
end  if  he  (hould  perilh  by  fo  diforderly 
a  rabble  ?  Thefe  things  being  debated  on 
both  fides,  the  violence  of  the  ftorm  began 
to  abate,  ArchombrotUs  yielded  to  the 
YoL.  L  G  perfuafions 
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perfuafions  of  Arfidas  and  Timocleai  and 
the  peafants  were  appeafcd  when  they 
found  themfelves  conquerors.  Timoclea 
promoted  this  agreement  with  efFeftual 
arguments,  for  (he  commanded  feveral 
veflcls  of  old  wine  to  be  brought  forth, 
entertaining  the  clowns  alfo  with  her  pro- 
vifion  of  olives.  Afterwards  they  divided 
themfelves  into  feveral  ftations,  fetting  a 
watch.  Eight  of  them  lay  upon  ftraw  in 
Archombrotus's  chamber,  and  as  many 
more  at  the  door  of  Timoclea's  apartment. 
The  reft  were  difpcrfed  in  all  the  rooms 
and  at  the  gate,  except  when  their  drunken 
heads  were  overcome  with  fleep  ;  at  which 
time  they  were  in  the  power  of  their  prj- 
foners,  if  tTiey  defired  either  to  efcape,  or 
to/ecure  them ;  but  if  Archombrotus  had 
fled,  Timpcka  muft  have  been  anfwerable ; 
for  all  would  certainly  have  believed  it 
was  Poliarchus  who  had  fo  efcaped. 
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CHAP,    XV. 

\j/jrjida5  vijits  Potiarchus  and  carries  him  € 
difguife.  Argents  receives  the  news  of  his 
Jafety.  Archombrotus  is  brought  before 
the  king. 

ARSID  AS  was  not  watched  by,  thefc 
officious  friends  of  the  ftate,  becaufe 
they  knew  him  to  be  neither  Poliarchus  nor 
the  matter  of  the  houfe.  Therefore  after 
having  imparted  his  defign  to  Timoclea, 
he  retired  to  reft  in  that  chamber,  within 
which  was  the  clofet,  where  was  the  pat 
fage  into  the  cave  -,  and  making  faft  the 
chamber  door,  he  defcended  the  ftair's, 
carrying  with  him  the  clothes  which  the 
lady  had  provided  to  difguife  Poliarchus  ; 
who,  when  he  faw  Arfidas  alone,  he  began 
to  enquire  (not  without  a  preiage  of  fome 
mifchief )  why  Archombrotus  and  Timo- 
clea came  not  with  him  ?— His  friend  re- 
lated the  ftory  of  the  clowns  outrages  and  of 
the  dianger  of  Archombrotus,  at  which  re- 
G  2  port 
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port  he  trembled  till  he  heard  that  young 
man  was  in  lafety.  Then  putting  on  the 
clothes  which  Timoclea  had  fent  him,  he 
defired  Arfidas,  as  foon  as  day-light  ap- 
peared, to  go  to  Argenis,  and  to  return  to 
the  cave  with  the  fame  fpeed  and'diligeoQe, 
and  bring  him  her  commands. 

When  they  had  fpent  great  part  of  the 
night  in  converfation,  Arfidas  returned  into 
his  chamber,  hoping  to  take  a  little  reft ; 
but  the  fnoring  and  noifes  of  thofe  drunken 
peafants  fo  difturbed  him,  that  laying  afide 
all  thoughts  of  fleep,  he  curfed  thofe  ridi- 
culous foldiehs,  and  came  out  of  his  room. 
Then  calling  up  fome  of  the  principal  ones, 
he  told  them  he  was  going  to  the  court, 
whither  as  fbon  as  they  pleafed  they  might 
follow  Vith  their  prifonpr. 

It  was  about  twelve  miles  from  Timo- 
clea's  houfe  to  Magella,  which  having  rid- 
den fpeedily,  he  entered  the  palace  when 
fcarce  any  of  Argenis's  attendants  were  ftir- 
ring.  That  princeis  had  pailed  the  night 
4n  great  agitation,  and  Seknifia  m  extreme 
fear,  remembering  kcr  paiTion  the  preced- 
3      .  ing 
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if^  day,  and  ftill  dreading  the  cfftfts  of 
hi^r  grief.     She  ftapted  at  every  niotion  of 
her  lady,  enquiring  after  her  health,  and 
often  rifing  to  obferve  her  condition.     She 
vas  thus  employed  when  Arfidas  called  %%p 
the  guard,  and  defired  to  he  admitted  to 
Selenifla,     Thefe  told  the  women  fervants,  ♦ 
and  one  of  whom  that  was  allowed  to  do 
it,  opened  Argenis's  chamber  door  where 
Selenifla  lay,  and  told  her  that  Arfidas 
was  there,  and  defired  to  (peak  with  hcr.^— 
The  time  pf  day,  and  the  friendfliip  which 
£he  knew  fubfifted  between  Arfidas  and 
PoUarchua,    eafily  perfuadcd  her  that  he 
brought  news  coocerning  ttje  buHnefs  that 
bad  cauied  them  £>  mttch  trouble ;  but  if 
be  brcHighc  bad  tidings,  fhe  thought  Ar- 
gems  muft  by  no  (neana  hear  them.     She 
tdbeffcfore  bade  the  siaidea  ta  ihew  Arfidas 
into  the  next  room,  and  throwing  a  nigtit- 
gown  over  her,   flie  went  thither  immc^ 
diaJtdy :  as  foon  as  they  were  alone,  fhe  be- 
gan thus,  '*  I  know,,  Arfidas,  you  come  ta 
bring  news  of  Poliarchus;  fpeal^Ttben,  fhall 
we  Hve,  or  a>uft  we  die  w^thMm  ?"-^Ar- 
G  3  fidas 
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fidas  would  not  keep  her  any  longer  in 
fulpence,  hut  replied,  "  Poliarchus  lives  ! 
he  is  in  health  and  fafety,  and*  I  come  a 
meflenger  from  him  to  Argenis.'*  Seleniflki 
oveijoycd  at  thefe  words,  takes  Arfidas  by 
the  hand,  and  leads  him  into  the  bed-cham- 
•ber  of  Argenis  j  and  as  he  kneeled  down 
by  her  bed-fide,  Seleniffa's  joy  not  fuffer- 
ing.her.  to  ufe  any  ceremotiy  or  circum- 
ftance,  "  Madam,  faidfhe,  Poliarchus  lives ! 
Arfidas  aflTures  us  of  his  health  and  fafety.'* 
Argenis,  who  was  drowned  in  tears,  and 
lay  almoft  in  a  lifelefs  condition  when  Se- 
leniflli  came  to  her ;  being  now  ftruck  with 
unexpefted  joy,  flie  was  at  firft  more  dif- 
turbed  than  before  with  her  grief;  but 
wh^n  file  recovered  her  breath  and  fpirits, 
Ihe  fat  up  in  her  bed  and  defired  Arfidas 
to  tell  her  the  particulars  of  his  friend's 
concealment  and  efcape  •,  and  Ihe  was  in 
fuch  a  fufpence,  that  being  ftill  fearful,  flie 
obliged  Arfidas  to  confirm  with  an  oath 
the  truth  of  what,  he  had  related. 

He  then,  to  put  all  beyond  a  doubt,  af- 
fured  her  that  if  (he  pleafed,  Poliarchus 

himfelf 
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himfelf  would  wait  upon  her;  adding,  that 
he  had  difguifed  himfelf  with  falfc  hair  and 
beard,  and  was  drefled  in  the  Jiabit  of  2 
mean  peafant.  He  told  her  alfo  of  the  tu- 
mult of  the  clowns  who  interrupted  their 
repaft  the  evening  before,  how  they  were 
enraged,  and  how  pacified.  And  that  they 
were  bringing  a  prifoner  to  court,  a  nobk 
youth,  who  entirely  loved  and  was  beloved 
by  Poliarchus,  inftead  of  Poliarchus  him- 
felf, whom  yet  they  thought  they  had  ap- 
prehended :  afterwards  (he  defired  Arfidat 
to  go  to  the  king,  and  inforar  him  of  the 
intention  and  coming  of  thefe  men,  left  they 
Ihouid  offer  any  injury  or  indignity  to 
Archombrotus,  and  then  to  return  to  her 
again ;  while  in  the  n^ean  time  (he  confi- 
dered  where  Poliarchus  (hould  go,  and  what 
was  bt:ft  for  him  to  do. 

Scarcely  was  Arfidas  difmiffed  from  Ar- 
genis's  apartment,  when  thofe  rude  offi- 
cious aiftics  entered  the  city  with  Archom- 
brotus prifoner ;  and  when  the  guard  de* 
manded  what  they  would  have,  they 
anfwercd  they  had  apprehended  Poliarchus> 
G  4  and 


128      THE    PHCENIX; 

and  were  bringing  him  to  the  king.  Bein^ 
received  into  the  city,  they  canie  to  the 
caftle  V  where  die  gates  being  fliut,  Euri- 
mides  enquired  what  they  were,  and  whona 
they  brought  ?  They  anfwered  in  the  fame 
manner,  that  they  carae  to  deliver  up  Po- 
liarchus  to  the  king,  Eurimides  was  glad 
to  hear  that  Poliarchus  was  alive,  and 
grieved  to  think  of  his  danger  j  he,  how- 
ever, defired  them  toftiewhim  the  prifoneri 
at  which  they  d)}  pointed  to  Archombrotiis* 
The  gOivernfir  viewing  the  ftranger,  told 
th^m  th^t  ¥ir^  not  the  n\an  they  fpoke  of, 
a»4  ^fpc^iog  iomie  ill  delign,  comnianded 
th^n  iip^^««ly  to  furrender  their  arms  ^  for 
hj^  le^kced  tbtis  might  be  fome  mifcluef  of 
Lyci^nes's  c^Mitrivaoce*  Then  looking 
cavrne^lyupon  ArchOmbrocus, «  Whatfahk^. 
faid  he,  is  this  ?  and  why  doft  thou,  young 
jnw>  lirign  thyfctf  to.he  Poliarchus  ?■•  To? 
which  he  repKed,  that  he  never  took  that 
name  upon  him,  nor  came  thither  of  his 
own  ^cojd,  therrfore.the  efror  of  thofe 
clo^ms  was  not  to  be  imputed  to  him  aa 
a  f aulc 

WhUe 
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While  they  wore  fpeakifxg,  Arfidas  came, 
md  by  ccmmaEid;  froim;  IMtleandev  brought 
datttKkdiliMci  dtr  court  of  tbe^  palace.  There  ' 
Cle<4pi)hi^^-  prc&dbnn  ^  ^the  council,  told 
^em  in  tfae  Idng^^  oaioe,  (t«fao  novr  under-* 
ft^od  dkoir  m^ke)  idiai:  dm  kiq;  would 
always  leooembeir  tfa^ir  faith  amd. byalty 
tOj  him  at  d&is.  tin^e  -,  exhorting  them  at  all; 
mies  to  keep  heart$  and  hands  ready  for 
hifr  fervke,  which  owed  no  fuperior  duties 
Imt  to  the  gods  and  to  the  king.  Then, 
as  he  wa*  commanded,,  he  brought  Ar- 
ehombrotus  into  the  king's  prefence,  wha 
after  he  had:  made  due  obeyfance  thu$ 
ipake,  ^^  Let  it  not  ieem  an  ill  omen,  oh 
king  !  that  as  a  guiky  man  I  am  firft  pre- 
jknwd  to  you.  The  very  height  of  my 
wiflies  was  to  come  to  your  court,  and  to 
oflfcr  my  fervices  to  you.  For  this  purpofe 
I  left  my  native  covmtry  to  fcek  Sicily,  as 
the  happieft  of  all  lands  in  having  you  for 
its  monarch :  aiod  though  I  did  not  wifh 
to  be  brought  to  you  by  fuch  conduAors, 
I  cannot  brieve  thefe  things  have  happened 
without  the  appomtment  of  the  gods.  As 
G  5  far 
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far  as  I  can  underdand,  oh  king !  no  man 
.  was  a  truer  fervant  than  Poliarchus,  none 
more  faithful  m  counfel,  none  more  valiant 
in  the  field  ;  why  then  ilhould  I  not  glory 
in  being  thought  worthy  to  be  brought  in 
Im  place  ?  But  though  I  may  fall  fhort  of 
him  in  worth,  I  will  contend  with  him  in 
zeal  for  your  fervice.  Let  me  not  be 
thought  prefumptuous  in  defending  Poll- 
archus  ?  I  know  that  be  is  accufcd,  but 
not  yet  condemned,  therefore  it  is  lawful 
for  me  to  commend  him  and  proted  his 
fame.  In  the  mean  time,  if  it  fliall  pleafe 
you  to  make  ufe  of  this  hand,  you  fhall 
find  that  my  life  is  not  dearer  to  me  than 
your  commands.'* 

While  Archombrotus  was  thus  fpeak- 
ihg,  Meleander  fixed  his  eyes  upon  him 
ftedfaftly.  His  youth  and  beauty,  the  fire 
of  his  eyes,  his  behaviour  neither  bafliful 
nor  prefuming,  all  recommended  him 
ftrongly.  When  he  had  ended  his  fpeech, 
the  king  courteoufly  thanked  him  for 
choofing  his  court  to.  refide  in,  affuring 
him  that  he  had  found  by  experience  that 

none 
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none  were  more  faithful,  than  thofe  who 
brought  to  Sicily  that  virtue  which  was 
not  born  there,  and  therefore  owed  nothing 
to  the  foil  or  ftate :  and  fo  faying,  the 
king  gave  his  right  hand  to  the  young  man, 
who  refpedfuUy  killed  it.  Meleander  then 
raifed  and  embraced  him,  and  already  feem- 
cd  to  promifc  himfelf  great  things  from 
him. 

When  he  was  queftioned  of  His  country 
and  parentage,  he  only  anfwered  briefly 
that  he  was  born  in  Africa  \  and  though 
Meleander*s  defiie  to  be  informed  of  far- 
ther particulars  grew  ftronger,  yet  could 
they  get  nothing  more  from  him ;  but 
being  afked  more  peremptorily  how  he 
came  fo  well  acquainted  with  Poliarchus^ 
and  whether  he  were  his  kmfman,  country- 
man,  or  friend,  he  frankly  told  them  the 
whole  ftory,  excepting  what  related  to  his 
concealment  by  Timoclea, 


G6 


132      THE    PHCENIX. 


C  H  A  P.    XVI. 

Ohfervations  on  the  fa/hions  of  different  na-- 
tions.  Court  rumours  of  the  ap^rehenjion 
of  Poliarcbus.  The  firong  refolution  of 
yhgenis.  Herakon  is  taken  for  Poliarcbus. 

ARCHOMBROTUS  however  frcefy 
related  to  them  the  ftory  of  theclowns 
impertinence  5  and  while  they  were  fmiling 
at  die  miftake^  Meleander  fa^  that  b^des 
the  age  and  countenance  of  Archombrotus, 
his  foreign  dre&  had  contributed'  to' 
itftngth^  their  error;  diofe  ignorant  . 
people  foppefing,  that  becaufe  Poliarchus 
was-  a  ftranger,  he  muft  needs  wear  a  foreign 
habit  ^^  But,  faid  Archombrotus,  I  wili 
no  more  be  puniihed  for  the  faults  of  my 
country  fafhions,  fojc  I  will  wear  a'  cloak^ 
and  ac^ftom  myfelf  to  the  fi^ion  of  that 
country,  to  whofe  fervice  I  have  given 
myfelf  up  to  be  inftrufted  and  improved/* 
**  Nay  (faid  the  king)  ftay  till  you  are  bet- 
ter acqiuinted  with  our  cuftoms,  and  tiU 

your 
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^ur  eye  is  fam'diarifed  to  our  drefs :  at 
prefent  thcfe  mufl  iecm  ftrange  to  you,, 
and  you^  prefer  your  own  babit,  the  remem*^ 
brance  o£  your  country  being  ftrongly  im- 
prefled  upon  your  mind  5  but  after  you 
hove  WQC0  ouff  habit  for  a  tixxic,  you  will 
perhaps  much  diflikc  your  own«  X  leooenfK 
her,  whe»  a  young  mao,  I  wertt  into  Africa^ 
I  b^^isd  at  xbw  dvdk  lb  diSirent  fronc^ 
of^y  but  \^hen  cuftooi  had  reconciled  them 
tov  me>  and  i  returoi^d  again  to  Sicily,  I 
diiiiained  my  owa  country  fa&ions  for 
fome  time  alcerwards.  So  that  nothing  is 
more  unjuft  than  to  coxxlemn  thofe  tbmgs 
that  we  do  not  ourfelves  praftife,  or  have- 
not  fcen;.  eipeciaUy  when  whole  nations 
agree  in  them;  for  when  by  time  we  are 
brought  to  ^prove  them^  it  appears  that 
our  ignorance  only  made  us  dillikc  them. 
Befides^  it  is  agreeable  to  reafon,  to  believe 
that  every  people  under  heaven  fhould  have 
their  habits  and  their  manners  fuited  to 
their  country :  which  the  genius  of  the 
country  will  infufe  into  thee,  if  thou  flay 
long  enough  to  underfland  it.  Let  no- 
thing therefore,  but  virtue  and  vice  ftrongly 

move 
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move  thee^  either  at  home  or  in  a  foreign 
land ;  but  I  would  have  every  thing  here^ 
my  gentle  gueft^  regulated  according  to 
thy  own  liking,  and  the  cuftoms  of  thy 
country." 

While  Mcleander,  with  an  old  man's 
ambition,     thus    played  the   phifofopher, 
Arfidas  flipped  away    to    Argenis,    and 
commended  Archombrotus ;    becaufe,  at 
his  firft   appearance  before  the  king,  he 
made  honourable  mention  of  Poliarchuj. 
But    while    the   princefs     and    Selenifla 
greedily  liftened  to   this   account  of  the 
ftranger's     fortitude    and    generofity,    3 
fudden  report  was  fpread   in  the  palace,  ^ 
that.  Poliarchus  was   now    really    taken^" 
and  that  they  were  conducing  him  to  the 
king.     Argenis   was  not  alarmed,  believ- 
ing they    fpoke    ignorantly   of  Archom- 
brotus; but  one  of  the  maidens  afllired 
her,    every  body  knew   that   that   young 
ftranger,    brought   by   the  peafants,   was 
not  Poliarchus ;  but  that  it  was  reported 
for  certain,  that  Poliarchus  himfelf  was 
fuice    apprehended    by    other    peafants,, 

being 
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being  taken  in  a  ftrange  difgiiife  out  of  a 
cave,  where  he  had  hid  himfelf,  and  that 
fome  were  fent  before  to  certify  the  truth 
of  their  approach.  Argenis  flood  aftoniflied 
at  this  as  at  a  thunder-clap,  yet  fcarcely 
more  than  SeknifTa  and  Arfidas.  But  the 
latter  whilpered.  in  the  ear  of  the  princeft, 
"  The  malice  of  Fortune  is  beyond  all  our 
contrivances :  we  are  undone,  lady,  unlefs 
you  have  the  courage  openly  to  defend 
Poliarchus  from  his  enemies.  Since  I  hear 
of  the  cave,  and  the  dilguife  mentioned, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  the  report  is  too 
true.'* 

Then  fhe,  affuming  courage  in  this 
new  emergency,  replied,  "  Arfidas,  whea 
I  firft  heard  of  Poliarchus*s  death,  I 
feemed  paft  all  hope  and  comfort:  now 
when  he  lives,  and  is  only  in  ganger,  may 
the  worft  of  griefs  bcfal  me,  if  I  by  my  dili- 
gence .preferve  not  his  life,  or  elfe  perifh 
together  with  him !  I  will  go  the  king  : 
my  filence  would  now  be  criminal.  He 
fliall  know  .from  me  how  much  he  is. 
indebted  to  Poliarchus  5  and  even,  if  the 
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gods  unhappily  declare  againft  us,  h  ikall 
be  my  comfort  ta  kuaw,  that  I  h»ffe 
omitted  no  virtuous  means  to  Sivc  us  b^h 
from  deflnruftion.** 

Selenif&  was  amaaed  at  tbe  boUnefs  q£ 
her  m>ftrefs'i»  refolutioa,  ftariog  the  kieg^s 
difpteafxixe,  if  diofe  things  .flie  h^d  fb  long- 
concealed  from  kim  (hould  cooie  to  bis 
knowledge  by  the  conieffion  :o£  Argefiis.. 
But  there  was  neither  tkne,  nor  pbce,  m&t 
rieafbn  to  difiuade  her  :  all  muft  be  trufted 
to  fortune;  for  Argents,  was  already 
haftening  ta  Mefcander.  A  few  of  her 
train  went,  after  her,  as  on  a  fuddeit 
bufmefe,  and  prefently  after  Sdenifla.  fol- 
lowed them. 

The  king  was  then  in  the  garden  full 
of  cares  for  Poliarchus,  who  was  cer- 
tainly reporter}  to  be  in  cuftody.  Unhapjy 
old  man,  never  fuflfered  by  Fortune  to. 
take  any  repefe!  What  (hould  he  fey  ? 
What  do  ?  Every  thing  was  againft  him,  - 
all  things  confpired  to  bring  him  forrow ! 
It  was  but  two  days  fince  he  ,had  wept 
in  private  for  his  death>  till  he  feemed 

to 
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to  hBxc  drowned  his  fault  in  his  tears;, 
but  now  the  criiel  fates  had  brought  hia 
life  again  in  queftion.  Should  he  injure  - 
the  young  man  by  a  cruel  fentence,  or  by 
a  dangeroiis  afl:  of  juftice  cut  off  the  new 
fpringing  peace  of  Sicily  ? 

And  now  thofc  who  hated  Poliarchus 
were  got  together,  who  loudly  affirmed, 
that  while  that  young  man  lived  there 
would  be  no  quiet  in  Sicily.  Archom- 
brotus  was  by,  who  pitied  the  king  little 
left  than  Poliarchus.  He  watched  for 
the  breaking  out  of  the  wifties  of  men, 
that  he  might  know  the  friends  of  Poli- 
archus from  hia  enemies*  Ibburancs  was 
juft  arrived,  who  with  Dimalbius,  a 
prieft  of  lus  own  rank,  was  confulting 
how  they  might  defend  Poliarchus,  when 
fuddenly  Argenis  came  to  the  king  5  but' 
her  wifdom  fo  governed  her  grief,  that 
.flic  would  not  plead  her  caufe  before 
the  bufinefs  required  it.  The  death 
which  flic  rcfolved  on,  in  cafe  of  failure 
of  fuccefs,  gave  her  coyrage  and  fecurity; 

yet 
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yet  calling  her  eyes  upon  the  enemies 
of  Foliarchus,  (he  could  hardly  fupprefs 
her  indignation :  for  there  were  none 
prefent  but  fuch  as  loved  or  hated  »Poli- 
archus  to  the  laft  degree  of  extremity. 
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CHAP.    XVII. 

OhferOations  on  madnefs.      Who  Heraleon 
was.     The  coming  of  Lycogtnes. 

AND  now  whilft  all  flood  in  awful 
filence,  as  if  the  fate  of  Sicily  were 
depending!  attentive  to  the  doubtful  event, 
Eurimedes  entered,  leading  by  the  hand 
one  Heraleon,  a  man,  whole  madnefs  only 
had  made  him  known  at  court.  "  And 
this,  faid  he,  is  our  Poliarchus !  this  is 
Jie,  who  by  the  country  people  is  brought 
back  from  flight."  Then  Heraleon  falling 
on  his  knees,  and  holding  up  his  hands, 
aiked  pardon.  The  king,  now  fomewhat 
relieved,  demanded  fmiling,  what  was  his 
offence  ?  "  Nothing,  faid  he,  but  that  I 
am  Poliarchus." 

AH  prefent  burft  into  laughter  at  this 
declaration,  and.  the  king  aflced  Eurimides. 
if  this  were  done  in  jeft  or  in '  earneft  ? 
"  I  flood  at  the  cafUe  gate  (replied  he) 
as  your  majefty  xdmmanded,   to  receive 

Poliarchus ; 
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Poliarchiis ;  I  faw  a  company  of  peafants 
furrounding  this  man ;  he  that  feemed  their 
chief,  bragged  much  of  their  loyalty,  and 
of  their  diligence  in  taking  Poliarchus^ 
but  I  foon  faw  their  Poliarchus  was  Hera- 
leon.  I  .reftrained  my  laughter,  and  a(ked 
by  wha^  good  fortune  they  had  fallen  upon 
this  prey  ?  The  peafant  replied,  "  Suck 
^of  ua  as  were  early  at  work  this  mornings 
&w  this  man  fpurring  bisi  horik  along  the 
fields^  and  wondered  to  fee  him  ride  where 
there  was  no  path,  'n^akiiig  his  way  towaids 
a  hill  that  was  difficult  to  cUmU  We 
firft  thought  be  hud  k>ft  his  way^  but  aftef^ 
wards  fufpe&ing,.  we  reiblved  to  puf&ie 
bim.-  But  he  fhunning  all  inei\,  ftiU  turned 
hia  horfe  afkiov  titt  being  out  of  wind  h» 
could  ga  no  faxthcr  -,  then  efpykg^  a  cave^ 
he  ran  away  on  &iot»  and  there  hki  hini- 
felf.  A  good  many  of  us  being  by  this 
time  got  together^  entered  the  cave  and 
drew  him  forth,  'trcnabKag  and  crying; 
Beii^  aiked  who  he  was,  said  why  he  hid 
himfelf,  he  freely  confei&d  tiiat  he  was 
Poliarchusi*    His.  dooths^  i^er^  indeed  too 

mean 


THE    PHCENIX.      ^t 

mean  for  Poliarchus,  but  we  eafiljr  believed 
that  he  had  changed  them  m  order  to 
efcapej  we  bound  him  without  delay, 
and  as  you  fee  have  'brought  him  to  die 
king.^ 

I  praiftd  the  fidelity  t)f  the  peafants^ 
afld  ^mified  them  to  their  work;  and  thi^ 
man  I  have  brought  before  my  lord  die 
king,   that  he  may  pronounce  his  doom. 
While  Eurimides  was  Ipeaking,,  the  moft 
fcrious  in  company  could  not  refrain  from 
laughter,  for  they  knew  tliat  Heraleon'a 
Weak  brsttn  had  long  fince  taken  that  tumj 
that  he  commonly  called  higifelf  Poliar- 
chus.   Only  Archombrotus  was  ignorant 
of  it ;  wiiom  Meleander  beckoned  to  hhn, 
and  informed  him  concerning  Heralcon. 
"  This   man,   Archombrotus,'  (faid  he) 
whom  you  may  ^wonder  at,  ii  not  mad 
in  all  i^efpefts  •,  he  governs  his  family,  he 
remeinbers  hia  befinefe,  nor  doe^  he  feern 
^boli(h  in  converfintioA  except  you  menriori 
Poliarchw  \  then  he  tage!»,  and  exclaims 
thos  be  ^  PbliarcJius^  aivd  that  the  pr^fes 
^  la  Vk  nmit  ^it  tff^i>ft}y  transfer!^ 

to 
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to  another.    It  is  above  fix  months  fince 
fhis  conceit  took  pofleflion  of  his  weak 
mind.    It  is  likely  that  when  the  beacons 
were  fired  he    fuppokd   himfelf  vbught 
after,  and  fled  away  for  fear,  and  thefc 
ignorant  men,  taking  no  notice  of  his 
.  looks  or  his  madnefs,   have  iifed  him  like 
the  man  he  named  himfelf.     But  we  will 
hear  him  fpeak  for  himfelf.     "  Tell  me, 
Poliarchus,  what  made  thee  fly  ?'*   "  Nay, 
anfwered  Hcraleon,   what  made  thee,  O 
king,  forpe  me  to  fly  ?  Among  my  friends 
and  acquaintances,    there  was  none  but 
advifedme  to  fly,  and  Cinder  this  mean 
habit  I  thought  to  efcape.  Oh  !  that  I  had 
never  been  Poliarchus  !"  The  king  turned 
about,  being  ready  to  laugh,  but  ^as  fud- 
denly  moved  with  a  fenfe  of  the  miferies 
of  human  nature,  which  is  fubje£b  to  this 
additional  evil,   in  the  befl:  part  of  it,  be- 
fides  bodily  ficknefs,  and  the  injuries  of 
fortune.      The    king's  phyfician,    called 
Philip,    was   by,   who,    unrequeflied,   in 
order  to  difplay  his  learning,  gave  a  tedi- 
ous and  aflfcAed  definition  of  madnefs  ia* 

general. 
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general,  and  that  of  Heraleon  in  parti- 
cular. But  Meleander  interrupted  him, 
faying,  **  You  fhould  add,  that  this  kind 
of  madnefs,  in  feme  degree,  hardly  any 
man  efcapes.  There  are  few  who  do  not 
imagine  within  themfelves  Something  more 
foolifti,  or  more  dangerous  than  this  man's 
believing  himfelf  Poliarchus.  One  man 
thinks  there  is  no  God  -,  another,  that  all 
things  are  gods.  One  thinks  pleafure  is- 
the  chief  good ;  another,  that  the  gods 
cannot,  or  will  not,  puniflb  wickednefs. 
Finally,  moft  men,  in  fome  fenfe,  are 
more  mad  than  Heraleon,  only  their  frenzy 
is  more  concealed,  or  more  agreeable  to 
the  fafliions  of  the  world*  And  it  is  .fo 
much  the  more  to  ba  lamented,  becaufe 
they  will  not  be.  reftored  to  their  right 
minds,    but*  he  cannot. 

All  this  time  Heraleon  remained  upon 
his  knees,  thinking  the  king  turned  afide 
to  determine  his  punifhment.  There  weie 
many  who  perfuaded  the  king  to  fee  the 
fcene  go  forward,  and  of  thefe,  fome  pre- 
tended to  intercede  for  his  pardonj  others 

calling 
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calling  out  for  jufticc,  making  a  Iport  of 
his  hopes  and  fears.  But  Meleander,  who 
Shuddered  at  the  remembrance  of  Pc^- 
archus,  thinking  it  a  cruelty  to  fport  ;with 
chat  hefoe's  name,  whofe  fuppofed  death 
he  lamented,  and  accuied  htmfelf  as  guilty 
trf,  he  delivered  Heraleon  from  his  fears, 
telling  him  he  was  pardoned^  and  bidding 
him  go  about  his  bufmefs. 

And  now  they  were  informed  that  Lyco- 
genes  was  coming ;  the  king  confidering 
with  what  countenance  he  fliould  be  re- 
ceived, and  in  what  words  he  Ihould  ipeak 
to  him,  withdrew  into  another  room,  and 
reclining  on  his  arm,  began  purpofely  to 
talk  to  Argenis.  Lycogenes  entered  Ma- 
gella  with  a  fmall  retinue^  and  thoie  un- 
armed^ to  Ihow  his  confidence,  being 
proudly  fecure,  not  in  the  integrity  of  his 
lie^rt,  but  prefumiftg  on  the  king's  difpo- 
fttion,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  fa^lion^ 
ev^en  a^^ong  thoft  about  hkn«  SoiAe  of 
the  king's  friefids,  among  wh6m  was 
TifhOAides^  ^i^nt  to  meet  hiiti  as  Of  cheif 
<Mm  accord)  bill  kideed  b)r  order  6f  tht 

king, 
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lung,  and  brought  him^  fwelling  mth 
pride,  into  the  prefeocc  chamber. 

He  c«nc  in  with  a  cdnfideat  aU",  and 
fering  the  king  with  Argenis,  bowied  down 
to  the  ground ;  then  coming  forward  a 
Uttlc^  he  faluted  th^n  a  iecond  time  in 
the  fame  manner.  Meleander  as  yet  did 
not  vouchfafe  him  a  look,  *  feeming  to  be 
engaged  in  converlation  with  Argenis  ^  but 
when  Lycogenei  approached  within  a 
few  paces  of  the  king,  he  fuddenly  turned^ 
and  with  a  chearful  countenance  looked 
upon  him.  He  then  kneeled,  and  the 
king  gave  him  his  right  hand,  which  he 
killed;  after  this  he  was  welcomed  by 
the  king,  and  many  courtefies  pai]^  be- 
tween them.  Lycogenes  then  briefly 
excufed  the  ne{;eflity  he  was  under  in 
taking  arms,  as  being  driven  to  it  by 
thofe  who  laid  fnares  for  his  life  ^  and  faid^ 
he  would  not  have  waited  for  'public 
afiurances,  or  treaties  of  peace,  but  to  be 
Secured  from  his  enemies  that  were  about 
the  king,  Meleander  only  replied,  that 
all  hatfedmuft  now  be  forgot^  and  like- 
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wife  all  mention  of  it  forborne  -,  that  the 
next  day,  in  the  temple  of  Pallas,  the 
gods  fiiould  be  witneflcs  of  their  recon- 
ciliation. Afterwards , they  fell  into  other 
difcourfes,  both  feigning  a  pertedt  fatis- 
faftion  to  each  other,  which  is  one  of  die 
common  arts,  of  courts.  Eurimedes,  by 
the  king^s  command,  that  day  invited 
Lycogenes  and  his  chief  friends  to  dinner ; 
with  fome  of  the  nobility  of  the  othet-Tide 
to  meet  them ;  among  whom  was  Dunal- 
bins,  who,  though  he  were  a  foreigner, 
yielded  to  no  Sicilian  in  afFedion  -to  the 
king.  He  was  in  the  rank  of  noble  priefts 
of  the  fcarlet  robe,  and  had  adorned  this 
dignity  with  the  moft  excellent  endow- 
ments of  the  mind;  aftive,  and  fit  for 
bufincfs  J  happy,  both  in  making  friends 
and  keeping  them  5  being  moft  fihcerely 
free  among  the  virtuous,  and  of  a  moft 
happy  difpofition,  in  which  the  excellence 
of  his  learning,  and  the  prote6tion  of  the 
mufes  and  fciences  ftione  conlpicuoufly; 
none  of  which  were  excluded  by  his  more 
adive  talents  for  bulinefs  and  ethploy- 

•^    ments. 
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ments.  He  came  to  Sicily  when  the  trou- 
bles began,  and  was  nx>ft  uieful  to  the 
Icing,  both  by  his  afie£bion  and  abilities. 
Among  his  principal  friends  alio,  was 
Nicopompus,  whom  alfb  Euiimedcs  in- 
vited to  his  feaft. 
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CHAP.    XVIIL 

A  iifc&mfi  xm  govemmmt^  in  feg»i  ^  a 
^mmnwidtb^  anitj  ^UEHvt  kif^^ 

AT  the  feafl:  of  Eurimcdes  there  were 
many  free  difcourfes  5  and  taking 
occafion  from  the  mead  they  drank,  they 
talked  of  the  nature  and  government  of 
bees.  A  young  man,  called  Anaximander, 
nephew  to  Lycogenes,  either  thinking  to 
pleafe  his  uncle,  whom  he  knew  to  be  an 
enemy  to  the  regal  power,  or  to  make  a 
'  fliew  of  his  own  philofophy,  denied  that 
to  be  true  which  is  reported  of  bees,  that 
they  are  governed  by  a  king.  He  faid  it 
was  a»fi6lion  of  vain  and  credulous  anti- 
quity, to  be  compared  with  the  fable  of 
iinging  fwans,  or  of  9  lion  trembling  at 
the  crowing  of  a  cock,  with  many  other 
abfiirdities  which  the  tradition  of  our  an* 
ceftors  had  given  to  fame  for  truths  5  but 
that  all  creatures  naturally  defire  liberty, 
and  not  to  be  under  the  command  pf 
3  another. 
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another.  When  he  had  thus  Ipoicen,  the 
reft  feH  into  a  xsonsnon  argument,  €xm^ 
cernifig  what  kind  ef  gov^rninent  'was 
the  beft  and  moft  j«ift.  Here  Asasor- 
ffiander  did  ik«:  hc^tat^to  pcefer  ithat^ 
where  either  the  peopk  or  the  nohility 
governed^  to  monarchy*  Why  fhould  all 
things  depend  ^pon  one  man's  will  and 
pleafure,  wh<»n,  if  he  grow  wicl^d,  nd- 
^er  fear  nor  modefty  can  reftrain,  and 
^ho  1^  Ms  example  or  cruelty  may  deeply 
wound  the  commonMFeakh  I  ^  How  t&adsk 
fflOfe  cheaffoHy  would  the  people  (faid  he) 
jbring  their  money  into  che  puibKc  treafory^ 
w^ti  k  &all  be  fo  empbyed  Isy  the  iwif^ 
tlom  and  fidelity  of  many,  as  daat  every 
cnan  may  reckon  himfidf  itill  co  have  a 
r^t  land  intei^  in  it  ^  than  when  at  (he 
^estfure  of  the  prince,  itislavifhcd  upon 
fafvorites  and  worthlefe  men,  with  a  libe- 
rality ^its  improvident  for  himfelf  as  urguft 
mnd  cruel  to  the  pcoj^e?  How  many 
toore  men  \vould  qualify  thetnfelves  for 
lite  fcrvice  of  the  lla«e^  wafuld  iarich. 
-Ack  nmids  with  u&f»l  kftowjedge  in  the- 
K  3  ^rts* 
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arts  of  war  and  peace,  and  labour  to  be 
efteemed   by  their  fellow*citizens,   wheiii 
they  knew  the  rewards  of  virtue  and  th^ 
dignities  of  the  ftate  were  to  be  obtained 
by  their  fuffrages !    The  principal  honours 
of  a  republic  lie  open  to  merit ;  but  when 
their  difpofal  is  confined  to  one  houfe, 
they  are  fcarcely  ever  beftowed  upon  de-' 
fert,    or    upon    honeft    and'  able    men. 
Again,  is  it  poflible  there  fhould  be  as 
much  wifdom  in  one  king,  as  in  afenafi 
chofen  out  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  ? 
for  they  being  of  ripe  years  and  eminent 
virtues,  both  from  emulation  of  virtue^ 
and  fear  of  ihame,  will  advife  and  do  fuch 
things  as  are  bed  for  the  commonwealth. 
But  kings  are  generally  fpoiled  by  flattery^ 
and  often  their  difpofitions  are  fuch  as  will 
not  bear  admonition  ; .  their  minds,  even 
though  naturally  excellent  and  noble,  be- 
ing perverted  by  their  vain  conceit,   that 
how  worthily-foevcr    they   behave,    they 
have  no  higher    reward  to  obtain ;  and 
however  they  offend,  there  is  no  tribunal 
to  render  an  account  to.    We  muft  coo- 

clude 


rHE    PHCENIX.        J51 

dude  therefore  that  nothing  is  fo  defire-- 
able,  nothing  fo  agreeable  to  nature  as 
liberty,  which  they  only  could  be  laid  to 
enjoy  who  lived  according  to  their  own 
laws,  and  that  had  power  to  choofe  and 
to  punifti  their  own  magiftrates.  Nor  do 
I  forget,  added  he,  who  or,  where  I  am: 
I  know  that  J  am  fubjedl:  to  the  king  of 
Sicily,  and  that  kind  of  government  under 
which  a  man  is  born  pught  beft  to  pleafe 
him :  but  as  men  born  of  fickly  confti- 
tutions  mult  of  necefiity  love  and  cheriih 
their  own  weak  bodies,  yet  may. admire 
and  praife .  their  happinefs  whom  a  more 
found  and  healthy  conftitution  preferves 
from  maladies  to  .which  they  arc  fubjeft^ 
fo  do  I  honour  and  obey  tl^e  royal  dignity 
to  which  I  am  born  a  fubjeft ;  yet  I  never-> 
thcl?fs  admire  the  liberty  of  free  ftates, 
which  depend  only  upon  themfclves.  Nor 
in  this  do  I  wrortg  my  fovereign  Melcander, 
whofe  virtues  if  all  men  could  equal, 
nothing  were  more  divine  than  kings,  nor 
any  government  among  men  more  bene-* 
iicial  than  monarchy/* 

H  4  Anaximander 
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Amadraander  diiis  boidlf  £pcakmg^ 
^icopompus  oould  no  k)tigcrei3dure;  he 
iiras  bred^  to  kaming  from  his  childhood, 
and  difdainmg  to  be  confined  altogether 
to  book-knowledge,  lef^  fchool  yeiy  youi^ 
and  came  to  the  courts  of  kings  to  finifli 
iiis  educatioa,  and  lay  the  foundation  of 
4  public  life.  He  there  amppoved  his 
^kntis  both  by  fludy  and  en^oynient, 
being  by  birth  and  <}ifpofidon  fuited  to 
that  kind  of  life  -,  "well  deemed  by  the 
•great  ones,  and  cfpecially  by  die  king, 
^hofe  caiufe,  with  ^  f  eft  ef  princes,  he 
now  undertook  »  -ddferWl/  ^  What 
W)ukUl  th&a  do,.  Aiiaximahder,  (he  cat- 
claimed)  wndcr  a  poptsfar  gowmment,. 
vrho  tafctift  &  great  -a  !3>eity  bodi  xif 
thinking  aad  IpeAiing  here  P-^-^gJcScn:  iite, 
in  a  popular  ftate  yoviduiftnot  fafeedy 
pr^fe' monarchies,  sxs  yrm  havt  here  ex- 
«toiled  demoia'Acics  and  ariflx)cracics  •,  from 
<whence  you  may  tindcrftand  this  to  he  tbe 
imej  and  the  t5ther  oniy  a  fancied  Jibercy. 
And  fmct  you  aippeal  to  irature  "foV  the 
love  of  liberty,  you  may  as.  well  from  that 

argument 
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irgumeM  cry  dorni  adi  kmd%  of  govern^ 
-ment,  fer  4hcte  aire  laws  mvi  magitbaces 
to  %e  obefed  as  wdtl  in  cepoblics  as  m 
lyionfindiies,  '^k:h4ifiVr4!)Uft  in  tht  iatne 
'degrees  from  ISberty  df  nature..    If  ifian- 
tind  tf  tfccfe  owft  accord  -would  be  reth-air>- 
id  wi^in  the  botinds  of  jirffice,  aH  kind 
*ot  government  would  be  fuperfluous  and 
unjuft,  in.  compelling  men,  naturally  }Xi% 
to  an  unprofitable  fervitude;    but  fince 
from  the  wickednels  and  depravity  of  mea 
fc  great  a  Tiappinels  cannot  be  hoped  for^ 
.diat  form  of  government  muft   be  moft 
agreeable  to  nature  that  beft  reftrains  peo- 
ple from  wondericig  beyond  the  bounds  of 
virtue,  and  even  of  nature  itfelf.     The 
queftion  is  not»    whether  the  command 
fiiould  be  ia  the  hands  of  many  or  of  few^' 
but  .under  which  the  fubjed:  lives  moft 
uprightly  and. fecurely*     You  have  pkyed 
faft  and  loofe  in  confounding  democracy 
ftnd  ariftocr^cy^  which  in  themfclv)es  are 
fw  difiei^iit.    To  make  an  ^jftentation  <tf 
Ubcrty^  you  naoation  .the  5>©optes  |)ovver  j, 
tod  jCo  fliew  us  the  convenience,  you  fpeak 
H  5      "    ;  '     of 
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of  the  wifdom  of  the  fenate.  If  jrou  fpeak  of 
a  democracy,  what  can  the  wifdom  of  fena- 
tors  do  there,  where  the  people's  liberty 
beflows  ofEces  upon  the  ignorant  and  unr 
worthy,  and  where  their  giddy  heads  are 
carried  away  by  any  violence  and  faAion, 
infdmuch  that  it  is  become  the  fign  of  a 
virtuous  man,  to  be  perfecuted  by  the  ill 
judging  multitude.  But  if  you  prefer  an 
ariftocracy,  you  ought  to  blu(h,  Anaximan* 
der,  to  give  the  preference  to  fuch  a  ienate 
before  a  monarchy,  where  by  multiplying 
the  number  of  matters,  they  do  but  add  to 
,  the  bafenefs  of  fervitude,  for  inftead  of  one 
fovereign  you  have  as  many  as  there  are  fe* 
nators.  But  you  fay  the  induftry  of  youth 
hath  more  encouragement  to  labour  and 
ftudy,  and  commonwealths  abound  in  far 
m  us  men,  while  kingdoms  averfe  to  vir- 
tue and  ingenious  ftudies,  will  wither  and 
fall  t6  ruin.  In  which  ftate  is  this,  I  pray  ? 
But  in  either,  what  hope  of  this  kind  is 
there  that  is  not  greater  in  a  monarchy  ? 
But  let  us  for  a  moment  fuppde  that  a  re- 
publick  and  a  monarchy  are  fick  with  the 

vices 
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vices  of  their  governors,  in  which  will  you 
find  an  eafier  cure  ?  The  faxilts  of  a  king 
are  at  leaft  cured  bydeath,  and  better  things 
may  be  hoped  for  from  his  fucccffor  •,  but  ^ 
corrupted  lunate  cannot  be  purged  by 
many  deaths,  for  their  depraved  n^anners 
grow  worfe  and  worfe  -,  till  at  length  by 
their  fall,  they  crufli  the  commonwealth 
in  pieces." 

While  Nicopompus  argued  thus,  Lyco- 
g^nes  began  to  fear  that  ill-will  would  fall 
upon  hiih,  becaufe  his  nephew  hUd  fpoke 
too  freely  againft  the  royal  dignity ;  befide 
it  made  againA  his  own  defigp,  which  was 
not  to  abolifli  royalty,  but  ioenjoy.it  him- 
fclf.  Another  argument  feemed  more  to 
favour  his  purpofe,  which  was  to  accufe 
the  cuftoms  of  thofe  nations,  who  devoted 
themfelves  to  one  family,  and  to  extoU 
fuch,  as  after  the  king's  death  elefted  a 
fucceflbr.  And  this  bed  fuited  Lycogenes, 
who  aiming  at  the  crown  of  Sicily,  thought 
a  tumultuous  eleftbn  of  the  people,  his 
belt  chance  of  obtaining  it  j  and  alfo,  bc- 
i:aufc  Dinjalbius  was -there,  whq^hcproj- 
.  ^       '  H  6  inifed 
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fiiifed  Mmfeff,  iroffld  %c  tMi  "hk  fiJc,  %e^ 
caufe  ln*the  «ftegc  of  pfi^ffts  the  Wgfceft 
honour  is  not  tibt«Jied  hy  tilth,,  ^crt  hf 
dcdtion. 

^«  The  dajrw^iafl,%c?5)em,5tkdpo«ptM^ 
ffaid  he)  before  you  ^wotild  be  'Ale  t^ 
fpeak  all,  that  *may  be  faid  on  either^fidr 
©f  the  qtaefti^  5  for  ^iMhfch  of:  the  pMo* 
fophers.havc  not  found  fomethingto^y  in^ 
fevour  of  kings,  ^or  ^  cenfmofmealths.- 
I  myfdf  am  <tf  yo^r  opinkttt,^  Aat  a  ftatc 
is'beftgoverned  by  one  head  v  but 'here  a 
doubt  afifcs,-  whether  the^e^le  wotttd *d6^ 
bcttei;,  to  bind  their  aHegiantse  to  €frtt  fa-^ 
tnily,  or  "keep  in  their  own  hands,  a  power 
to  cleft  the  peribn  Whom  thcy^eftcem  the 
moft  worthy  of  ttH  others.  ^  For  why  Ihould 
tnf n  fticGeed  their  anceftors  in uhe  throne,, 
tirildfe  they  alfo  fucceed  fhfcmin  thofe  vir- 
tues, for  which  theyiw^ere  chofen  kings  ? 

Befides,  if  monAr<!hies  ^^^ere  fill  ete^Hife, 
kings  would  be  more  grateful  to  flieit 
people,  ftom  whom  they  receive  ihek 
iHrowns,  and  iife  their  authority  witfe  mo^ 
deration*    |Whcreas  now,  as  if  mcn^wrt 

borrv 
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fiforn  -their  laves,  when  the  fobjefts  -obey, 
Aem,  they  ^rc  not  thanked  w  rrfpefted  ^. 
and  if  they  do  not,  it  ts  a  -capital  crhnCk. 
And  ipeten  foitutie,  «  if  to  make  a  jcft: 
rf^Ts,,  phces  in  tSie  thwnc  an  infant,  of 
a  feol,  what  tan  be  more  miferablc  to  the* 
ftate  ?  Then-  all  that  arc  in  vfffict  reign^. 
all  oppfefs  tihe  people,  who  feeing  trodden* 
'Bpon,not  dnly  by  the  king,  tut  -by  trthers,. 
have  hot  eten  this  poor  icoidfort  left,  that 
they  arc  illufed  on'ty  by  prmtes.  If -we  do» 
not  fef  the  Ignorant  fon  of  a  pilot  in  his 
fether's  place,  left  he    caft  away  thofe^ 
whom  his  parent'U  (kill  hath  faved,  nor 
give  the  chair  in  a  fchool  of  philofophy  to^ 
the  matter's  next  of  kin,  but  the  neareft  to* 
kirn  in  wifdom ;  why  fhould  we  commit 
the  great  charge  of  governing,  to  thofe^ 
who,  if  they  reign  by  law,  by  the  fame  law 
we  are  ruined.    I  would  allow  of  this  con- 
ftitution,  if  I  could  believe  that  cities  were 
built,  and  people  created,  only  for  the  fake* 
of  kings  y  for  then  let  them  ovei:turn  and 
deftroy,  that  which  is  their  own,  and  let 
the  people  patiently  endure  that  fate>  which. 

"the 
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the  gods  have  ordained  them ;  but  if  this 
dignity  was  appointed  for  the  good  and  the 
prefervation  of  the  people,  I  wonder  our 
anceftors  did  not  take  care  to  gviard  againft 
a  worfe  evil,  than  this  power  was  thought 
neceffary  to  prevent :  but  thefe  things  I 
refer  to  thee,  Dimalbius,  for  a  fuller  dif- 
cuflion,  thou  as  thy  religion  teaches,  maye(( 
well  approve,  and  juftify  to  us  this  cuftom 
of  eledling  princes,  for  as  much  as  you 
obferve  the  fame  method  of  ele&ing  your 
high  prieft,  in  your  holy  confiftories. 
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CHAP.    XIX. 

An  argument  concerning  the  inconvemences 
of  eleSive  kingdoms ^  and  the  advantages 
of  making  the  crown  hereditary. 

DUNALBIUS,  who  was  ever  unwilling 
to  fpeak  in  public,  was  now  brought 
into  a  dilemma ;  for  he  muft  either  aflent 
to  Lycogcnes's  opinion,  or  dilpute  the 
point  with  Him  :  befides,  he  faw  the  eyes 
of  all  the  company,  and  particularly  of 
Nicopompus,  bent  upon  him.  He 
(hewed  by  his  countenance,  his  difappro- 
bation  of  Lycc^enes's  reafoning  ;  but  ob; 
ferving  the  obftinate  filencc.  of  all,  and 
their  looks  inviting  him  to  fpeak,  he 
thus  began. 

"  I  muft  believe,  '  Lycogenes,  that 
you  kave  Ipoken  thus  for  argument's  fake, 
rather  than  to  exprels  your  real  opinion  j 
unlels  reverence  to  our  proieffion  has  lo 
ihfiuenced  you,  that  becaufe  we  chufe  our 
high  pricfts  by  voices,  you  would  have 

the 


the  fame  mctl^od  obferved  in  every  order 
of  men.  But  j^qu  muft  not  confound  the 
rites  of  the  fcepter  with  thofe  of  the  prieft- 
hood^  icvdbfisrsre  the tfefiereaoe  ofxheife 
^andiuoes.  A  bw  «£  fadrad  antiqvdty 
forbids  us  tc^  tSRurjr ;  how  dien  caR  we 
feave  our  priefthood  to  our  children^ 
fiefides,  there  are  .many  rites  in  our  hcif 
offices,  which  the  priclte .  muft  thcmfelvei 
perform,  and  cannot  commit  to  others^ 
If  the  inheritance  of  this  office  were 
toidefcend  to  children,  wTiat  then  would, 
become  of  the  altars,  the  temples,  .and 
the  fervice  of  the  gods,  which  cannot  he- 
committed  to  profane  perlbns,  nor  to  any 
tut  Chofe  dedicated  to  this  fervice?  So* 
alTo  we  are  taught  not  to  labour  after 
worldly  riches,  nor  encumber  ourfelves 
with  earthly  cares,  but  to.  reckon  heavea 
tor  ourTioufe,  our  family,  and  our  pofte- 
idty,^  and  all  other,  things  that  we  enjoy, 
tiot  Our  Own  but  the  gods,  which  are 
only  adminiftered  by  us  their  officers^, 
iiut.  defcchd  riot  to  our  femfly..  If  the 
pxieftfiood'  IhouH   belong   only    to  one 

family^ 
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'^mily^  hmr  loag,  think  yoa,  vwAd  &qr 
iieimrmber  4Jh9t  they  derpM^ed  diea'.ga£at3ic& 
€fom  the  gods,  and  ^not  from  idBcmfeives  ? 
Or  how  leng  '^(mW  either  the  king  oc 
^jeopk  ^ndupe  the  pride  of  ^Ka  kindred, 
^bd  ix)w  iubrmt  to  tliem,  not  as  ooaitock 
^r^family,  hut  only  to  the  fafl<9»ty^  their 
place  ?  Bot  k  is  far  oth«rv9ife4ii  tem- 
poral ge^vcrnmenite)  which  ^re  Ibpported 
by  'ftfength  and  ^hes  ^  i^ioie  end  k 
^  keep  the  people  m  peace,  zai  to  cnarb 
<he  wicked  Jsy  the  power-of  laws.  In  dhefe 
-govemmefits,;fucc^ioB-is  itiore  baneficiol 
in  /many  ¥e<pe6ts.  One  of  the  principal 
is,  to  >diferm  the  ambmon  of  the  nobles^. 
¥fbOy  k  liQpe'  of  obt^ming  the  cro^fm, 
would  raife  combnftions  4n  theftaoe;,  and 
«gaiftft  the  icing.  Let  «s  imagine,:  tfber^ 
^ne,  thait  nhis  cuftom  4)f  elediDn  ihouid 
prevail  in  dbofe  iscavc  and  a3£^  nadons,. 
which  iao«r  qirirtfy  fwbank  to  hereditary 
prmces;  ^  what  xlin|&  yon  wotdd  thofe 
,  noUes  do,  who  now  can  hardly  enduoe  a 
fupcrior?  Evwy  one  would  dc%ifc  a 
km^  mbo  had  bem  «f  ddx  owacndc,. 

andi 
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and  would  leave  children,  who  Ihould  be 
their  equals ;  but  when  the  fucceflion  is 
grown  ancient  in  one  family,  the  reverence 
of  former  kings  lives  in  their  pofterity, 
fo  that  by  long  cuftom,  we  refpeft  even 
the  cradles  of  children  bom  to  a  crown; 
nor  do  ours  difdain  to  obey  thofe,  who 
before  they  faw  the  light  were  deftined 
to  command  them ;  and  it  is  likely,  that 
a  certain  greatnefs  more  than  ordinary  is 
inftilled  into  the  minds  of  fuch  as  are  born 
and  educated  to  fovereignty,  either  froni 
nature,  education,,  or  the  care  of.  the 
.gods:  for  certainly,  the  cuftom  of  being 
honoured  and  rcfpeded  takes  off  the 
edge  of  that  fupercilious  pride,  which 
iprings  from  fudden  fortune  and  advance^ 
menti  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  an 
equal  and  noble  confidence  is  attained  by 
them,  which  makes  their  commands  re* 
fpeded,  and  prevents  their  falling  into 
contempt.  Befides,  tliey  converfe  with 
the  nobility  in  an  eafy  and  familiar  manner, 
not  bluftiing  at  the.  remembrance  of  any 
former  inferiority  of  ftation :  they  accuftom 

themfclves 
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themielves  to  great  affairs,  and  fsdth&xlif 
labour  for  the  good  of  their  kingdom,  as 
being  the  eftablUhed  patrimony  of  their 
thildren. 

"  Now  he  that  is  raifed  to  this  dignity 
by   elcdion,   cannot  forget    his    former 
ficuation,    to    which   his    children   muft 
return :  (o  that  his  attention  is  drawn  off 
from  ihe  ftatc  to  cares  that  more  nearly 
concern  him,    in  making  friends  for  his 
fon  or  his  kinfman,  anK)ng  thofe  that  have 
votes  at  the   cledion;    or  elfe  enriching  , 
his  family  to  fuch   a  degree,  as  that  all 
men   may  know  there  hath  been  a  king 
in  it.     So  that  the  public  ornaments,  and 
the   whole  wealth  of  a  ftate  are,  under 
one  pretext  or  another,    devoured  by  a 
private  family.    Neither  do  thefe  eleftive 
kings  hurt   the  ftate  by  their  own  faults 
only,  but  alfo  with  thofe  of  the  nobles, 
whom  they  bind  to  them  by  a  pernicious 
indulgence,    that  they  may  fecure  their 
intereft  to  eleft  a  fucceflbr  out  of  theii^ 
family ;  or  perhaps  they  even  fear  to  dif. 
plcafe  the  future  king,  who  may  hereafter 

revenge 
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levenge  faimfelf  upon  their  ftmiiy.  "Mjom 
Aen  can  you  admire  the  wi&lom  of  elediii^ 
kings,  whith  costinmUy  obtrades  new 
families  upon  a  ftate,  to  be  fattened  upon 
fhe  ^ib  of  a  commonweakh  ?  Look  on 
the  Aquili  themfelves,  how  often  have 
they  weakened  their  ftate  by  thefe  cares  I 
Among  them,  he  whofe  conftitutLons  they 
call  golden,  at  'what  exccffive  price  did- 
he  purchafe  the  eleftors  voices  for  his 
fcn  ?  And  afterwards,  when  he  could  not 
pay  them,,  he  granted  them,  the  «vcmic8  * 
of  the  ftate,  which  at  firft  'were  only  moft- 
gaged  to  them,,  but  fay  the  weaknefs  and 
folly  of  fucceeding  princes^  became  at  laCt 
their  inheritance* 

**  There  are  many  great  trndertaktiigs  m 
ftates,  that  require  time  to  bring  them, 
to  maturity,  the  events  of  which  ^ontrarate 
greatly  to  the  health  and  fafety  of  ^  Aate^ 
How  fliall  thefe,  or  any  other  improfc^ 
ments,  be  begun  or  ended  under  an  elec- 
tive king  ?  The  beginmng  of  thefe  work&» 
are  attended  with  labom-  and^xpence,  awd 
the  harveft  of  them  w  to  be  reaped  in  foe- 

cceding 
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iceediag  times  uiider  other  kbgs.     And 

iKbofe,  hith  tbe  piince  ta  him£blf»  fhaU 

tbefe  thing^s  be-?  «<*^  wy  childreiis  ?  -—  my 

incnds  ?--^Na~Jbait  ftrajogers,  or  perhaps 

my  gicated  enetnies.    Shall  I  for  them 

lay  a  fotrndatioa  of  £une»  riches^  plear 

fiuees,   and  facurky^   wth    infinite  carey 

and  expeace.  ?   Or  ihaU  I  not  rather  diire- 

ffxd  thde  conOderatioos,  and  beftowall 

in  my  power  upon  myfelf  aad  £unily? 

Nay,   even  fuppole    I  fliould  encoiiragp 

thefe  works  of  pubiir:  utility^  it  may  be, 

that  my  iuccefibrs^  through   negligence, 

wcakn^,,  or  envy  at  my  glory,  may  ovop- 

throw  my  works,  and  deftroy  all  that  I 

have  done;    Thofe  things,    with  a  fear, 

that  often  proves  true,  are  the  very  bane 

of  o^mmonwcakhs.    Thefe  motives  deter 

dcftive  kings  from  any  great  and  royal 

undertakings  for  the  gppd  of  the  ftate* 

**  Notwithftanding  thefe  inconveniences, 
the  EUJCTiON  of  thefe  kings  in  itfelf  is 
attiended  with  ftill  gr«ater  mybhiefs  thaa 
their  reign ;  for  how  can  it  be  hoped,  that 
ta  &Km  a^d  a^ve  natioDiB,  thefe  ekdtloaa 

Ihould 


i66        THE    PHOSNIX. 

Ihould  be  quiet  and  peaceable  ?    How  can 
they  be  free'from  open  violence,  or  fccret 
corruption,  where  many  men,    equal   in 
fortune,   birth  and  courage,   can  neither 
;  yield  to  one  another,    nor  yet  all  reign 
together  ?    But  when  the  votes  are  equal 
between   two    candidates,   both  claiming 
the  crown,  and  none  able  to  decide  between 
them,  what    troubles  muft    arifc    from 
hence  ?     What  long  and  bloody  wars  have 
enfued  !     Add  to  this,  that  the  people, 
who  claim  a  right  to  make  their  kings, 
iare  often  bold  enough  without  right  to 
depofc  them.    I  will  not  go  to  antiquity 
for  an  inftance :  behold  Aquilius,  elefted 
to  govern  two  kingdoms,  and  within  afhort 
time  afterwards,  by  the  revolt  of  thofe 
who  chofe  him,  deprived  of  them  both ! 
Are  not  thefe,    think  you,  greater  mif. 
chiefs  than  thofe  which  may  be  occafioned  - 
by  the  folly  or  infamy  of  hereditary  kings  ? 
I  do  not  mean  to  deny,  that  either  will  not 
he  prejudicial  to  a  ftate ;  for  what  order  of 
government  was  ever  invented,  that  was  not 
fubjeft  to  fome  inconveniences  ?   But  fuch 

ftorms 
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ftorms  are  much  eafier  to  be  borne,  than 
thofe  which  ari  e  from '  the  troubled  fea 
of  cleftiohs.  Neither  do  I  believe,  that 
the  bell  and  fitteft  man  to  reign  is  always 
moft  likely  to  obtain  the  crown  by  eleftion. 
Oftentimes,  he  that  is  principal  in  birth 
and  intereft,  is  moft  deficient  in  the  en« 
dowmehts  of  the  mind,-  as  if  the  deftinies 
feared,  if  they  Ihould  beftow  all  the  excel- 
lencies of  mind  and  fortune  upon  one 
man,  they  fhould  of  a  monal  niake  a  deity. 
He,  that  in  thefe  elefitioris  is  generally 
chofen,  is  either  the  moft  powerful^  or  the 
moft  fortunate,  which  a  man  maybe,  and  yet 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  art  of  government. 

**  To  conclude,  we  muft  fuppofe  the  de- 
fires  and  purpofcs  of  all  the  eledlors  fp  full 
of  integrity,  that  in  chufing  a  king  they  fcek 
only  for  virtue,  and  are  fo  happy  to  find 
it ;  further,  and  fuppofe  that,  the  modefty 
of  the  candidates,  and  the  union  of 
the  people  are  fo  perfect,  that  to  fuch  a 
king  fo.  chofen  they  will  willingly  fubmit ; 
and  that  the  integrity  of  the  newly-eleded 
king  is  fuch^  that  he  will  always  remember 

what 
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-what  he  was,  and  boldljr  puntih  abufel 
^aod  rewaid  virtue ;  when  all  thefe  tluogs 
coiiidde,  bat  not  till  tJien,  will  I  prockin 
this  to  be  the  highefl:  felicity  dut  mortals 
can  cnjoy^.  and  tfaiok  thofe  nationa  thttt 
cojoy  it  the  moft  beloved  of  the  gods« 

«<  But  b  themean  dm^  it  feems  wecan- 
tioc  hope  for  this  happine& ;  the  vices  and 
depravky  i^  oiaiikiDd  declare  it  to  be 
impc^fak  :  and  therefore  is  the  wiidom 
of  thofe  natbns  ucgufUy  condemned,  which 
liave  fbbmitted  themfelves  to  one  race  of 
kings  I  for  this  form  of  govemnmit  is 
ftitged  to  the  feweft  inconveniences;  being 
attended  with  qmetneft  at  home,  and 
iplendor  abroad.'' 

LycQgenes  was  greatly  eii^^aged,  that 
his  ho^  in  Dima^bius  deceived  him ;  but 
left  his  difpleafure  fhould  be  obferved  by 
dieeompany^  hetiurned  it  off  with  jefts» 
fif  which  he  was  a  mailer^  and  fpoke  no 
moret^Rferiousfubgeds;  andwidithefe 
Eurimedes  helped  lum  forward^  who  was 
not  pleaied  that  fach  points  of  dangeisous 
philofophy  fliQuhi  be  difcgficd::  ^  at  his 
table* 
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CHAP.    XX. 

PoUarchus  receives  letters  from  Argents* 
He  confults  with  Arfidas^  leaves  the  cave^ 
and  comes  in  difguife  to  Magella. 

ARSIDAS  was  tired  of  thefe  difcoiirfes; 
and  the  feaft  being  almoft  ended  he 
retired,  and  went  to  wait  on  Argenis,  to 
whom  he  related  how  free  Lycogenes  had 
made  with  kings.  She  briefly  lamented 
the  wickednefs  of  the  times,  and  then  gave 
him  a  pacquet  to  deliver  to  Poliarchus,. 
faying,  by  that  he  would  know  her  plea-^ 
fure.  She  recommended  to  his  care  all  that 
related  to  fhipping  him,  the  journey,  thct 
concealment,  and  whatever  concerned  the 
fafety  of  Poliarchus.  "  To  thee,  O  Arfidas, 
faid  Ihe,  who  preferveft  fo  worthy  a  man, 
from  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  the  gods;^ 
and  thy  own  virtuous  rnind  fhall  be  a 
fufficient  reward !  Poliarchus,  if  he  b? 
fortunate,  will  gratefully  requite  thy  fidelityj, 
or  if  the  reft  fail,  expcft  from  me  the 
reward  of  thy  goodnefs/* 
Vol.  I.  I      ^         Encouraged 
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Encouraged  by  the  difcourfe  of  Argenis, 
he  took  his  leave,  and  after,  fome  confe- 
rence with  Archombrotus,  went  late  in 
{he  evening  to  Tinioclea's  houfe,  where 
the  peafants,  now.cohviiiced  of  their  mif- 
take,  werfc  making  exciifes  for  their 
outrageous  behaviour  the  day  before. 
While  fhe  cohfidering  that  fhe  had  run 
herielf  into  danger,  though  thofe  fearchers 
had  riot  the  foirtune  to  difcover  her^  enter- 
tained them  courteoufly,  feeking  their 
good  opinions,  in  cafe  fhe  fhould  hereafter 
have  occaTion  for  them.  Arfidas  Ipoke 
kindly  to  them,  and  they  being  difmiffed, 
he  defcended  to  Poliarchus,  who  almoft  fick 
with  grief  and  delay,  cried  out  haftily  as 
he  iaw  him  coming,  "  What  news,  my 
Arfidas  ?  t)o  you  mean  to  bury  me  here  ? 
Free  rrie  from  this  darknefs,  though  it  be  to 
throw  me  into  the  hands  of  mine  enemies, 
for  I  no  longer  can  endure  this  confine- 
mchi."  Arfidas,  knowing  how  much  joy 
he  brought  him  in  the  letters,  gave  him 
the  pacquet,  ahd  bade  him  look  on  the 
hand  ahd  Teal.  Poliarchus,  overjoyed,  cries 

out. 
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out,  "  How  is  it,  Arfidas,  am  I  remem- 
bered !"But  he  would  not  name  the  princefs, 
becaufe  Timoclea  was  wjthin  hearing.  Open- 
ing the  letter,  he  withdrew  a  little  afide,  that 
his  countenance  might  not  betray  his  emo- 
tions. Having  read  the  letters,  he  calls  Ar- . 
fidas  afide,  and  afked  him,  if  he  might  truft 
t:o  his  difguife  and  falfe  hair,  and  go  to  bid 
adieu  to  Argenis,  or  follow  the  ffer 
-  courfe,  and  embark  for  Meflina  ?  Arfidas 
advifed  him  to  embark  diredly ;  but  he, 
though  he  had  alked  his  advice,  being 
defirous  to  fee  Argenis,  withftood  that 
opinion.  His  friend  perceiving  the  caufe, 
and  defirous  to  fave  a  lover's  blufhes, 
fcemed  to  change  his  opinion,  and  on  recol- 
leftion  perfuaded  him  to  go  to  the  princefs, 
as  it  would  be  eafy  for  hirh  to  enter  the 
temple  of  Pallas,  which  is  open  to  all,  where 
the  next  day  Argenis,  according  to  cuftom, 
would  ftand  at  the  altar,  which  the  pooreft 
votaries  are  not  forbidden  to  approach  and 
to  kifs. 

Poliarchus  being   thus  rcfolved,    they 

called  Timoclea,  and  toI<i  her,  that  by 

I  2  break 
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break  of  day  he  was  to  go  on  board  the 
fliip  that  was  to  carry  him  to  Italy ;  for 
they  concealed  his  intention  to  vifit  the 
court.  He  told  her,  that  he  would  never 
forget  her  kind  entertainment,  that  his 
life,  and  all  the  bleflings  attending  it^ 
were  owing  to  her,  and  fhould  always  be 
devoted  to  her  fervice.  While  the  lady, 
amidft  her  prayers  and  vows  for  his  fafety, 
melted  into  tears  :  for  fhe  had  confidered 
this  nobk  ftranger  more  like  a  fon  than 
a  gueft ;  he  was  become  the  objeft  of  her 
tendereft  cares ;  and  fhe  feared  greatly  left 
Poliarchus,  when  he  left  her  roof,  Ihould 
meet  with  worfe  fortune :  at  length,  fhe 
departed  weeping,  and  left  him  to  uke  his 
reft. 

The  night  being  fpent  on  all  fides  be- 
tween hopes  and  fears,  the  lady  returned 
in  the  morning  with  Arfidas  into  the  cave, 
and  brought  with  her  bread  dipt  in  wine, 
with  which  fhe  made  them  break  their 
fafl-s,  their  appetites  being-  hardly  yet 
awakened.  A  little  before  day-break,  fhe 
let  Poliarchus  and  Gelanorus    out  pf  the 

cave 
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cave  into  the  fields.  Gelanorus  went 
direftly  to  Meflina  with  Arfidas's  letter, 
/or  he  dwelt  at  Meflina,  being  governor  of 
the  city.  The  contents  of  the  letter  were, 
that  his  wife  fliould  have  a  good  Ihip 
reacfy  at  the  haven,  for  that  he  muft  needs 
make  a  voyage  to  Rhegium,  wiftiing  her 
carefully  to  conceal  the  bearer  of  that  letter, 
and  that  within  four  days  he  would  be  at 
Meflina.  When  Gelanorus  was  departed, 
Poliarchus  followed  him,  who  rode  gently 
before  him.  He  was  on  foot  in  mean 
attire»  leaning  upojp  a  fl:afl^,  having  rubbed 
his  hands  over  with  foot,  left  their  whitenefs 
Ihould  betray  him. 


13 
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CHAP.    XXI. 

^be  device  of  Argenii  to  fee  Poliarchus.  The 
ceremonies  of  the  facrifice.  Poliaubus 
fakes  bis  leav^. 

THEY  were  now  come  within  the 
city  of  Magella,  where  the  door- 
keeper having  opened  the  temple  of  Pallas^ 
had  left  it  free  for  all  thdt  chofe  to  prefent 
themfelves  before,  the  goddefs.  As  it  was 
early,  and  the  people  had  not  yet  taken  . 
lip  the  beft  places  for  feeing  the  fblemnity> 
Poliarchus  took  his  feat  near  the  altar. 
But  Arfidas  went  to  Argenis,  and  informed 
her  how  devout  a  votary  waited  for  her  in 
the  temple.  The  princefs  was  aftonifhed, 
and  ftruck  at  the  fame  time  with  joy  for 
herfelf,  and  fear  for  Poliarchus.  "  Arfidas/ 
faid  fhe,  this  bufinefs  is  full  of  danger.  The 
king  and  Lycogenes  will  foon  come  to  the 
temple  j  if  Poliarchus  be  concealed  only 
by  his  cloaths  and  falfe  hair,  think  you 
that  none  of  the  nobles  Handing  round 

-        will 
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will  difcovcr  this  deceit  ?  efpecially  at  a 
time  when  all  men  are  full  of  fufpicions^ 
and  when  they  examine  every  man's  coun- 
tenance, £  it  were,  to  feek  out  whatever 
is  conceded  in  it  ?  Indeed  I  would  rather 
bring  him  to  the  caftle,  but  that  I  fear 
diere,  left  the  guard  fhould  too  ftri&ly 
examims  and  difepver  his  difguife.  But, 
00  recoUedion*  I  will  gp  to  the  king,  and 
tell  him,  that  ev^r  fince  I  was  appointed 
pricftefs  pf  Pallas,  this  d^jr  of  tbie  Fair,  it 
W9S  never  denied  to  the  meaneft  fuppliant 
to  offer  their  devDtio».  Sut  vih^n  bimfelf 
md  Lycpg^nes  come  to  the  temple  to 
rattfy  the  peace,  it  will  be  filled  with  their 
guards  and  attendants,  and  there  will  not 
be  room  for  the  people,  nor  to  allow  the 
poor  to  pay  their  devotions  ;  therefore,  if 
it  pleafe  him  (that  the  cufhun  may  not  be 
broken)  I  will  go  firft  to  t^e  altar  and 
receive  the  common  people,  that  they  may 
perform  the  rites  and  be  purified;  that 
tWs  fervice  being  finiftied,  he  may  more 
conveniendy  attend  the  facrifice,  and  per- 
form die  public  ceremonies,  Soiftiall  I 
I  4  '  without 
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without  fear  fee  Poliarchus>  and  amoi^ 
the  ignorant  people  our  contrivance  will 
not  be  fufpefted. 

Arfidas  applauded  her  invention,  and 
bcfceching  her  to  make  hafte,  the  lady- 
went  immediately  to  the  king,  who  ap- 
proved of  her  opinion,  being  deceived  by 
this  ingenious  device.  And  (he  haftening 
the  folemnity,  attended  by  her  guard  and 
a  train  of  women,  went  to  the  temple. 

Now  this  was  the  order  of  their  facrifices^ 
Xmte  Argenis  was  prieftefs.  The  Sicilian^ 
^ept  a  fair,  where  the  courts  of  juftice 
,were  open  ;  and  the  markets  for  trade  and 
commerce:  then  were  the  king's  edids> 
jpublifhed,  and  the  decrees  agdnft  crimi-. 
Hals.  This  time  was  alfo  appointed  for , 
holy  ceremonies  and  public  folemnities  y 
then  came  the  country  people  from  all  tha* 
neighbouring  Villages  to  vend  their  com- 
modities, andto  buy  what  the  city  afforded. 
This  day  was  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of 
Pallas ;  the  doors  were  adorned  with  gar- 
lands and  with  laurel,  and  illuminated 
with  tapers.  The  image  of  the  goddefs 
.    .  was 
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was  awfully  fevere,  fuitable  to  her  armed 
figure;  her  bended  brow,  with  her  helmet, 
covering  half  her  forehead,  and  the  liveli- 
nefs  of  her  eyes  made  her  appear  beauti- 

-  fully  fierce,  yet  with  the  modcfty  of  a 
virgin.  In  her  hand  (he  held  a  golden 
fpear,  which  by  the  luftre  of  the  rays  pro- 
ceeding from  it,  made  the  people  affirm 
that  Ihe  frequently  (hook  it.  She  bore 
Medufa's  head  upon  her  Ihield,  which  the 
fciilptor  had  adorned  with  all  the  various 
colours  that  appear  on  the  fcales  of  Ter-. 
pents.  Her  pofture  was  that  of  a  warrior^ 
her  left  foot  advancing  forward,  fp  that 
the  whole  figure  was  turned  moft  grace- 
fully. At  her  feet  lay  Ericthonitis,  in  the 
fliape  of  a  ferpent  writhing  itfelf  about 
the  end  of  her  j|)ear. 

The  facrifices.  crowned  with  garlands 
were  brought  to  the  door,,  for  it  was  un- 
lawful to  fhed  blood  within  the  temple  j 
after  water  was  fet  under  the  beads  for 
facrifice,  Argenis  came  in,  glbrioufly  attired 
as  became  a  princefs  and  a  prieftefs  j  her 

Tobe  was  of  exquifite  worknasiDfliip,   on 
I  5  wTiich 
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which  was  reprefented  the  birth  of  Pallas 
from  the  head  of  Jupiter  5  and  alfo  her 
contention  with  Neptune  -,  the  birth  of 
the  Olive,  and  her  triumph  on  that  occa- 
fion.  The  train  of  her  garment  was  very 
long,  and  borne  by  fix  virgins.  Her  hair 
was  bound  with  purple  fillets,  with  Iprigs 
of  olive  intermixed  j  and  upon  her  head» 
a  wreath  from  the  fame  facred  tree.  Thus 
adorned,  Ihe  came  to  the  facrifices,  cover- 
ing her  head  with  a  veil.  She  firft  prayed, 
then  fprinkled  the  vidims  with  flowers 
and  water  ;  and  laftly^  ftruck  them  lightly 
on  the  forehead  with  a  filver  club  5  after 
which  the  priefts  cut  their  throats  with 
knives,  and  examined  their  entrails,  to  find 
in  them  their  fates^  and  the  decrees  of  the 
gods.  Then  Argenis  going  to  the  altar, 
offered  in  a  filver  cenfer  the  ufual  incenfc 
to  the  gods.  And  taking  the  crown  of 
olive  from  her  head,  flie  laid  it  with  reve- 
rence at  the  feet  of  the  armed  image ;  that 
done,  frefh  incenfe,  and  the  choiceft  per- 
fumes were  thrown  upon  the  altar  j  and 
while  the  fmoke  afcended,  the  virgins  who 

ftood 
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ftood  neareft^  and  as  many  of  the  people 
as  had  fkill  in  mufick^  joined  in  the  fol- 
lowing hynui  to  Pallas. 

Ador*d  on  Earth,  lever'd  above. 
Sprung  from  the  bcitter  part  of  Jove  f 
Pallas,  who  ki^ew'ft  no  infancy. 
From  nurfing  loves  and  childhood  isc^  1 
Oh  virgin  to  our  rites  give  aid  I 
While  each  Sicilian  youth  and  maid. 
Sounds  forth  thy  attributes  and  prai(e 
In  folemn  and  melodious  lays. 

Goddefs  of  war ! — thy  laws  bellow 
On  men  their  fate,  life,  weal,  and  woe  ! 
A  dart  thy  right,  thy  left  hand  holds 
Medufa's  head,  which  who  beholds 
To  marble  turns.    Oh  I  veil  thy  &ield  t 
Keferve  its  terrQrs  for  the  field. 

Goddefs  of  peace  ! — thy  bounteous  hand 
With  thy  own  olive  bleis'd  our  .land  I 
Th<^a  to  our  virgins  didft  impart 
The  fpinfler's  chafle  and  ufeful  art. 
Ye  maids  invoke  Minerva's  name. 
And  with  fre(h  incenfe  feed  the  flame  I 

'     Tritonia,  thee  the  watry  moor,. 
And  JEgypt's  fertile  land  adore  ( 
Thee,   Argo's  God-rieceiving  bow*i^ 
lavc*^;  and  Athens'  ftately  tdw'w  I     ^ 

I  6  °"* 
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Our  Sicily  vouchiafe  to  grace, 
And  hither  turn  thy  radiant  face. 

Thy  bleifings  grant^thy  faccoor  hriki^. 
Defend  our  long-preferved  king  ! 
You  chorus  of  Sicilian  maids, 
Acknowledge  Pallas'  pow'r  and  aids. 
Sound  fofth  the  valiant  virgin's  praiie, 
Jn  folemn  and  harmonious  lays  ! 

When  the  mufic  was  ended,  the  aflem- 
bly  openly  offered  up  their  prayers  for 
the  health  and  profperity  of  the  king  and 
the  people,  for  the  wholfomcnefs  of  the  air, 
and  fertility  of  the  foil.  Afterwards  \x% 
their  private  prayers,  every  man  afked  for 
iuch  bleflings  as  were  neceffary  for  his 
own  private  family.  Then  Argenis  fitting 
on  a  high  feat  near  the  altar,  holding  a 
confecrated  bough  in  her  hand,  bound 
round  with  ribbons,  which  was  dipped  in 
holy  water,  and  lightly  fprinklcd  with  the 
blood  of  the  vidims ;  while  the  people 
believed,  if  they  touched  their  foreheads 
or  lips  with  it,  that  was  fufEcient  to  de^ 
fend  them  from  harm.  The  guard  ftood 
in  a  double  row  about  Argenis,  leaving  a 
^ace  for  two  at  a  time,  left  the  rude  mul- 

titucle 
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titude  fhould  incommode  the  princefs.  So 
being  admitted,  they  kneeled  down,  and 
were  touched  with  the  confecrated  bough, 
and  fo  departed.  None  of  the  common 
people  were  excluded,  and  more  came  to 
the  ceremony  for  the  fight  of  Argenis^ 
than  for  devotion  to  Pallas. 

That  day,  when  Arfidas  brought  Polir 
archus,  the  holy  rites  were  performed  in 
an  old  temple  of  Pallas  at  Magella,  and 
Argenis  came  earlier  than  ufiaal,  pretend* 
ing  (as  has  been  faid)  a  defire  to  difmiis 
the  people,  before  the  king  and  Lycogene« 
(hould  come  to  the  temple ;  but  in  reality, 
that  (he  might  fee  Poliarchus  with  lefs 
danger.  When  Ihe  had  touched  the  facra^ 
ficcs  at  the  temple  gate,  flic  left  them  in 
the  hands  of  the  priefts,  and  entered  the 
porch  with  the  cenfer  in  her  hand ;  and 
with  a  mind  full  of  perturbation,  came  to 
the  place  where  Arfidas  had  informed  her 
Poliarchus  fate ;  whom,  when  flie  efpyed 
in  bafe  attire  and  borrowed  hair,  fixing 
mournful  ey^s  upon  her,  Ihe  was  ib  di7 
vlded  between  rage  and  pity,  that  fhe 
almoft  forgot   her  office  and  devotion  ^ 

how- 
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however,  ihe  went  forwwi  to  the  akajv 
and  while  the  reft  were  &r\&ag  the  foktnn 
hymo^  ihe,  lookuig  upon  the  image  of 
the  goddefs,  poured  out  her  ibcret  gricsf  tQ 
all  the  heavenly  powers :  and  with  fi  tacit 
exprobation,  reminded  them  of  her  un- 
fpotted  innocence,  purity,  and  f^th;  a$ 
if  (he  h^d  faid,  that  now  {was  the  time  fhe 
needed  their  help,  if  ever  they  would  fend 
it-  If  they  regarded  or  governed  the  affairs 
of  mortals,  if  tliere  was  any  reward  for 
virtue,  why  were  they  fo  cruql  to  herfclf 
and  Poliarchus!  They  well  know  how  chafte 
jind  fpotleis  a  love  fhe  bote  to  that  worthy 
man,  whom  if  the  laws  of  nature  permit- 
ted, Ihe  could  wifli  were  her  brother. 
**  At  leaft,  (he  prayed,  preferve  him  in 
his  flight,  and  if  you  have  decreed  mif- 
fortiuies  for  both,  let  him  go  free^  and 
pour  it  all  and  wholly  upon  my  head.** 
Neither  did  Poliarchus  lefs  experience 
the  force  of  grief,  and  the  violence  of  con- 
tending paffions.  Muft  he  then  Jeave  that 
country  which  moft  delighted  him,  and  fly 
from  it  like  a  traytor  ?  How  unfuitablc  was 
this  to  his  birth  and  fpirit  i?    Thofe  things 

that 
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that  had  formerly  given  him  pleafure,  now 
feemed  to  rend  his  heart  with  grief.  All 
the  virtues  of  Argenis,  all  her  perfedlions, 
rufhed  at  once  into  his  memory;  even 
thofe  things,  which  till  then  he  etteemed  as 
trifles,  his  imagination  magnified,  now  he 
was  about  to  lofe  them.  Among  (b  many 
ftMTOws,  none  feemed  greater  to  him  than 
the  pain  he  (hould  be  the  caufe  of  to 
Argenis.  Nor  was  another  doubt  quite 
excluded  from  his  thoughts,  which  was, 
left  thofe  vows  that  had  pafied  between 
himlelf  and  the  princefs,  ihould,  by  time 
and  abfence,  be  at  length  forgotten.  Some- 
times his  anger  rofe,  and  the  thought  of 
invading  Sicily  with  an  armed  force.  At 
the  next  inftant  he  checked  the  thought, 
as  fearing  to  wound  Argenis,  in  her  father 
and  her  country.  And  thus,  his  anger 
being  blended  with  his  grief,  rifes,  wan- 
ders, or  languifhes^,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent d^rees  of  that  paifion.  While  his 
mind  was  thus  perplexed,  the  verfes  being 
thrice  repeated,  there  was  a  general  filence. 
Argenis  iat  down  near  the  altar,  holding 

out 
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departinjg  Poliarchus,  ftie  happily  faw  Ar- 
fidas  at  the  temple  gate,  waiting,  as  (he 
fuppofed,  to  cpndud^him,  and  aflifl  him 
in  his  flight.  He  having  congratulated 
the  king  on  ^  the  peace  being  concluded, 
pretended  a  neceflity  of  going  into  Italy, 
to  fee  hi3  father-in-law ;  and  having  ob- 
tained leave,  he  went  tq  the  temple  of 
PAlla$,  where  he  law  Poliarchus  juft 
coming  from  the  altar.  Then  calling  him 
afide,  he  advi&d  hifp  to  gp  direiStjiy  01$ 
of  tQwn,  i^y  A  gtte  but  l.i;tle  freqi^ented^ 
and  IS)  t^kc  .the  wiy  that  led  to  Meffii^ 
foj"  4boyr  iw).  uiik«  i  ^m  to  hi$Je  Mi^fetf 
Ml  the  b^Aies  gnd  wa^  fpr  ^mK  ^k^  9H 
fym  ^  he  ha4  fpok^i^  tP  A^ii)  WQi44 
foUo^t  aod  qukkiy  tn^f r^e  him* 
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CHAP.    XXII. 

MeUander  and  Lycogenes  come  to  the  temple. 
to  ratify  the  peace.  Argents  feigns  her- 
felf  infpired.  She  refufes  to  facrifice  and 
makes  excufes.  The  king  and  court  ari 
troubled  at  thefe  omens ;  yet  tbeyfwear  to 
the  conditions  of  the  peace. 

IN  the  mean  time  Mekandcr  fent  to  Ar* 
genis,  to  defire  her  to  finilh  the  facrU 
fice  for  the  people :  for  the  day  was  fan 
advanced,  and  the  temple  muft  be  free  for 
him  and  Lycogenes.  She  was  hardly  come 
to  herfeif,  and  by  degrees  gave  way  td 
thofe  paflions,  fhe  thought  fhe  had  over- 
come; However,  (he  returned  anfwerto 
the  king,  that  all  which  concerned  the 
people  was  finiflied;  anld  that  he  mi^t, 
whenever  it  pleafed  him,  perform  the  fa- 
crifice as  he  had  appointed.  A  mighty 
train  befitting  the  magnificence,  both  of 
Meleander  and  the  ^roud  Lycogenes, 
waited  at  the  pakce  gate,  attending  when 

they 
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they  ftiould  go  to  the  temple ;  Lycogenes 
himfelf  was  in  the  king's  bed-chamber  un- 
der fhew  of  duty!,  holding  difcourfe  with 
him  upon  various  fubjeds,  and  moftly  of 
a  chearful  kind.  When  it  was  time.  Me- 
leander  in  a  royal  habit,  with  a  purple 
cloak,  holding  in  his  right  hand  a  fcepter, 
and  adorned  with  all  the  infignia  of  ma** 
jefty,  came  forth  to  his  guard  -,  preceded 
by  Lycogenes,  by  whofe  fide  (at  the  king's 
cohimand)  walked  Archombrotus.  Before 
them  thofe  diftinguifhed  by  their  high  rank 
and  offices ;  a  great  number  of  the  young 
nobles  prececded  thefe.  The  people  could 
hardly  be  kept  back,  being  greedy  of  fc- 
ing  and  thronging  moft  where  they  are  for- 
bidden. The  name  of  a  king,  long  ufed 
to  reign  over  them,  and  the  reverend  afpeft 
of  Meleander  befpeaking  a  mild  and  gentle 
dilpofition,  dignified  with  confcious  ma- 
jefty^  drew  the  eyes  of  all  men  upon  him. 
Not  only  his  faithful  friends,  but  fuch  of 
his  enemies,  as  had  revolted  more  through 
raflinefs  and  levity  than  wickednefs,  were 
moved  at  the  fight  j  fo  that  the  king  had 

no 
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no  reafon  to  repent  of  that  day's  bufinefs, 
which  grieved  fome,  and  fhamed  others, 
that  he  ftiould  be  compelled  to  Tuch  an 
agreement. 

The  people  therefore,  in  low  murmur- 
ing, pitied  their  prince  ;  but  a  certain  old 
ofHcer,  bred  up  at  court,  made  anfwer  in 
his  royal  matter's  hearing  to  another  who 
afked-  him,  if  he  had  ever  feen  a  counte- 
nance more  expreffive  of  gentlenefs  and 
fweetnefs  than  the  king's?  «  I  fhould 
think  him  more  gentle,  fellow  foldier,  if 
he  were  not  cruel  to  himfelf."  When  Me- 
leander  heard  this  expreffion  drop,  from  an 
honeft  man  and  a  faithful  fervant,  he  was 
troubled  %  fo  recollefting  at  the  fame  time 
what  Lycogenes  had  faid,  at  the  feaft  of 
Eurimedcs  the  day  before ;  while  his  mind 
was  abforbcd  in  thefe  refleftions,  he  ftum- 
bled  againft  a  ftone  that  ftuck  up,  and  fell 
down  upon  his  hands.  A  fudden  cry  of 
fuch  as  obferved  the  accident,  ftruck  fear 
into  thofe  behind.  But  the  heareft  at  hand 
raifed  up  the  king,  and  prefently  made  it 
known  that  he  had  received  no,  harm  j 

while 
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while^hc  fmiling  turned  it  off  with  a  jeft, 
faying,  he  was  obliged  to  the  Sicilian 
earth  that  loved  her  king,  and  bccaufe  flie 
could  not  rife  to  falute  him,  thus  courted 
him  to  her  arms,  and  that  he  willingly 
embraced  her  as  his  own.  But  the  (landers 
by,  judged  it  to  be  a  good  or  bad  omen, 
according  as  they  were  affefted  to  the 
king  or  to  Lycogenes  j  for  what  could  it 
portend)  when  the  king  fell  down  at  Ly- 
oogeneses  feet?  how  ftrangely,  how  fud- 
denly  was  he  thrown  down  ? 

While  thefe  thoughts  employed  their 
minds^  the  foremoft  of  the  train  were  come 
to  the  court  of  the  temple  \  where  the 
vidims,  crowned  with  garlands,  flood  ready 
for  the  fecrifice,  and  the  priefts  waited, 
cxpefting  lA^hen  Argenis  ftiould  come  and 
invoke  the  gods  to  be  prefcnt  at  their  offer- 
ings. But  fhe,  more  and  more  fubdued 
by  increafing  grief,  retired  to  a  corner  of  the 
temple,  and  having  fent  her  attendants  to 
fome  diftance,  "  What  wilt  thou  do  now, 
wretched  Argenis  !  faid  (he  to  herfelf,  thou 
that  art  the  caufe  of  mifchief  to  the  moft 

excellent 
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excellent  of  men !  What  haft  thou  already 
feen  and  felt ;  and  to  what  farther  fuffer^ 
ings  art  thou  referVed  ?  If  thou  knoweft 
thine  own  dignityj  why  doft  thou  not  pro^ 
teft  thy  Poliarchus,  and  keep  him  here  ? 
If  he  be  thy  betrothed  hufbahd,  why  is 
he  bahiftied  aloii^  ?  Nothing  is  wanting  to 
com{)lete  thy  inisforturife,  btSt  thit  thoii 
(houldft  be  the  herdld,  to  ratify  the  peace 
between  thy  father  and  Lycbgenesf  A 
peace,  oh,  all  ye  gods!  that  they  have 
feall^  in  the  danger  aiid  diftrefs  oE  Poli- 
arckus !  HoW  can  I  dare  to  ipeak  of,  or 
even  to  think  of  Poliarchus  ?  How  call  to 
mind  his  virtu^s^  his  graces^  his  looks,  his  , 
words  ?  But,  duty  and  the  good  of  the 
kingdom,  urge  me  to  fubmit  to  thii  cruel 
neceffity :  yet  how  fliall  I  offend  agaihft 
eithei",  by  fefufing  to  have  a  hand  in  this 
fatal  peace  ?  But  does  the  fafety  of  the 
kingdom  depend  on  my  fears  I  perhaps 
my  courage  may  reftore,  what  my  father's 
.  jretnaheTs  has  IdB:.  But  what  Ihall  I  then 
do  ?  the  crifis'  approaches.  Behbld,  my 
fdthcr  co!hes !  Lycogenes  is  near  at  hand  ! 

I  am 
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I  am  called  to  perform  my  office.  If  I  re« 
fufe  to  aflift  at  this  peace,  what  excufe  can 
I  make  ?  with  what  words  (hall  I  fatisfy 
my  father  before  all  the  people  ?"  While 
fhe  was  thus  ipeaking,  her  rage  overcame 
her  grief,  and  with  looks,  more  majeitick 
than  ufual,  fhe  rowled  her  angry  eyes  on 
every  fide,  and  juft  then,  the  laft  words  of 
Foliarchus  at  his  departure,  (buck  her 
mind  afre(h,  when  he  told  her,  Pallas  went 
away  her's,  but  would  return  in  thunder. 
**  Ycs^  faid  (he,  my  Pallas  is  furcly  gone, 
why  then  (hould  I  ftay  here  in  vain  ?  Thcfe 
.prayers  are  prophane.  This  temple  is  withr 
out  a  deity.  I  know  of  no  better  courfe, 
than  to  feign  an  infpiration  and  a  fpirit  of 
prophefy.  I  will  fay  that  the  goddefs  for- 
bids me  to  minifter  to  thcfe  facrifices.  So 
ihall  I  avoid  being  inftrumental  to  fuch  a 
peace,  and  give  more  freedom  to  my 
thoughts  for  great  refolutions."  When 
Ihe  had  thus  rcfolved,  being  of  a  moft  in- 
genious wit,  and  urged  on  at  that  time  by 
warm  paffions,  (he  began  to  prepare  a 
ipeech,  like  what  the  diviners  ufc.    Her 

cyc3 
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eyes  and  countenance  already  inflamed  by 
anger,  greatly  contributed  to  aflld  her  in 
fuch  a  device  as  (he  intended.  And  while 
(he  was  thus  contriving,  the  meffengers 
came  and  told  her,  the  facrifices  waited 
for  her. 

Argents  was  now  more  eafy,  having  re- 
folved  what  to  truft  to ;  (he  therefore  an- 
fwered  (he  was   coming,   compofing  her 
thoughts  and  geftures  to  her  intended  ftr^- 
tagem, — And  now  the  king  and  Lycogenes 
flood  on  each  fide  of  the  facrifice,   the 
nobles  furrounding  them,  in  filence  all  con« 
cealing  their  difagreeing    thoughts;    the 
people  flocking  about  them,  left  hardly 
room  for  the  facri(ices.     But  now  A^rgenis 
appeared  an  uncommon  objeft,  who,  wit^i 
her  eyes  wandering,  and  her  hair  di(hevelled, 
ftaggered,  as  (he  went,  like  one  diftraAed. 
Meleander  was   amazed,    doubting  what 
god,  or  what  fury  poflefled  his  daughter. 
But  (he  terribly  rolling  her  eyes,  began  her 
fpecth,   not  in  verfe,  for  the  (hortnefs  of 
the  warning  made  that  impoflible ;   but 
out  of  the  common  way  of  fpcaking,  and 
Vol.  I.  K  after 
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after  the  manner  of  oracles  ;  fo  that  it  was 
cafy  for  Nicopompus  thus  to  verfify  them 
afterwards. 

Why  Ry'fi  thou,  facred  maid,  and  leav'ft  this  place  f 
Gone  is  my  Pallas  1  her  averted  face 
i\nd  flying  car  I  fee :  Oh  boldnefs  dire  ! 
BanifliM  (he  flies  !  Why  do  we  feed  the  fire 
With  frankincenfe,  and  on  the  altar  lay 
Our  vidtims  ?  Take  me  thro'  the  clouds  away. 
And  wherefoe'er  thou  goeft  thy  vot'ry  bear  ! — 
Her  arms  flie  threat'niog  fhakes !  her  dreadful  /pear 
Sounds  on  her  golden  fliield  1    flie  fcatters  woes, 
A  bloody  trad  thro'  troubled  sether  glows  ! 
Ohy  whither  tend  the  fates !  why  do  we  build 
Thefe  temples,  and  their  lofty  arches  gild ; 
If  flill  we  dare  by  unjuft  impious  war 
The  gods  themfelves  from  their  own  temples  bar  ? 

When  Argenis  had  fpoken'to  this  eftedl, 
like  a  prophetefs,  fhe  fell  into  a  flirieking, 
and  perfed:ly<  refembled  one  poflefled  with 
the  gods.  A  ftrangc  amazement  had  fixed 
the  eyes  of  all  upon  her.  But.  Meleander's 
thoughts  were  wholly  employed  on  the 
oracle,  which  fhe  had  uttered.  That  Pallas 
was  baniftied  j  that  the  goddjsfs  at  her 
departure  had  threatened  •,  and  that  fome 

grievovis 
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grievous  crime  was  committed  :~Thefe 
things,  the  lefs  he  underftood  them,  the 
more  fear  they  raifed  in  his  mind. 

But  now  Argenis,  as  if  the  force  of  the 
fpirit  that  conftrained  her  to  prophefy  were 
fpent,  pulling  ofFher  pfieftly  ornaments, 
came  humbly  to  the  king  and  befoughc 
him,  that  Ihe  might  retire  from  the  cere- 
monies ;   being  afhamed  of  that  unufual 
rapture,  and  unable  to  ?ndure  the  gazing 
of  fo  many  people.     The  king,  uneafy  at 
fo  many    prelages,  paufed  a  while.     He 
Was  fearful  that  Lycogenes  might  fufpea 
him  to  be  privy  to   thefe  ftrange  events, 
with  defign  to  interrupt  the  peace*     But 
Argenis,  while  her  father  was  mufing,  went 
direftly-  to  the  palace,   attended  by  her 
own  guard.     Arfidas,  as  if  *out  of  duty, 
followed   her,    and   having   received   her 
commands  to   Poliarchus,    prefently   de- 
parted. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  ftrange  murmurino* 

run  through  the  affrighted  multitude.  Some 

faid  the  peace  was  difapproved  by  the  god- 

dcfsj    others  interpreted   this  prodigy  to 

K  2  '  portend 
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portend  great  calamities  ta  Sicily  -,  while 
fome  again  defired,  that  the  priefts  might 
proceed  with  the  facrifice,  and  expiate  the 
offence  whatever  it  mi^ht  be  -,  above  all, 
their  voices  were  heard  loudeft,  who  called 
for  the  herald.  For  as  the  Sicilians  de- 
rived their  original  and  their  manners 
from  the  Greeks,  fo  the  neighbourhood  of 
Italy  had  brought  in  many  ceretnonies, 
among  which  was  the  religious  rites  of  the 
heralds. 

At  this  critical  time,  Meleander,  to  re- 
concile all  differences  of  opinion,  fpoke 
thus  J  "  It  is  the  fame  thing,  whether 
thofe  agreements,  made  between  men  of 
honour,  are  ratified  by  the  authority  of 
Pallas  or  of  Jupiter  •,  come  therefore,  he- 
rald of  Sicily,  and  perform  the  ufual 
rites  !*' 

Then  the  herald,  in  a  long  garment 
edged  with  purple,  rehearfed  a  prayer  in 
vcrfej  containing  many  curies  againft 
covenant-breakers :  then  the  facrifices  being 
(lain,  the  king  and  Lycogpnes  held  the 
entrails  in  their  hands :  fxom  thence  they 

went 
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went  into  the  temple,  and  laying  their  hands 
on  the  altar,  they  again  engaged  their  faith 
before  the  gods.     Thefe  ceremonies  being 
performed,  the  whole  train  returned  to  the 
palacq ;  but  no  joyful  acclamations  of  the 
people  followed  them,   nor  were  the  con- 
grauilations,  even  of  their  friends,  fincere. 
Yet  the  king  diflembled  his  griefs  as  was 
neccflary,  and  put  on  the  appearance  of 
mirth.     He  made  a  public  feaft  the  fame 
day  -,  and  the  next  he  went  to  the  theatre, 
where  orders  were   given    for    comedies 
only  to  be  performed  •,  for  the  king  chofe 
not  that  regal  tragedies  Ihould  at  that  time 
be  exhibited.     For   many   days  together, 
the  friends  of  both  parties,  being  defired 
by  Meleander  and   Lycogenes,   not  only 
laid  afide  all  quarrels  and  ill  humour,  but 
met  at  freq.uent  and  mutual  feafts,  and  ap- 
peared to  liave  all  confidence  in  each  other, 
and  were  feemingly  full  of  joy  and   fe- 
curity.  /    , 

Argenis  had  kept  her  chamber  feveral 

days,    under  pretence   of  ficknefsj    but 

K  3  flicwcd 


igS      THE    PHCENIX. 
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Ihewed  herfelf  publickly,  after  fhe  had 
received  letters  from  Arfidas,  wherein 
he  informed  her,  that  himfelf  and  his 
charge  were  fafely  arrived  upon  the  coaft 
of  Italy, 


End  or  the  first  Boor. 
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H     I    S    T    O    R    Y 

O  F 

POLYARCHUS  and   ARGENIS. 

BOOK   II.     CHAP.  I. 

The  kif^g^s  retreat  into  Eiper£lL  A  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  place,  Selenijfa  does  ill  offices 
to  Timoclea. 

LYCO&ENES  believed  he  had  gained 
a  vidtory  over  Meleander,  by  driving 
Poliarchus  out  of  Sicily  :    for  he  being  a 
brave    and   aclive    youth,    and  of  iolid 
K  4     .  .  judgmer.t, 
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judgment,  by  his  fpirit  fopported  the 
king's  party ;  and  now  either  being  dead 
or  abfent,  he  might  the  more  eafily  put 
his  faftious  fchemes  into  execution.  The 
report  of  his  death  indeed  did  not  long 
paffi  current ;  but  whether  it  was  only 
fufpefted,  or  betrayed  by  fome  that  were 
in  the  fecret  of  his  departure,  it  wa?  foon 
after  whifpered  about,  that  Arfidas  in  his 
fliip  had  conveyed  him  away  in  fafefy.  And 
this  was  the  firft  ground  Lycogenes  found 
for  complaint  againft  th?  king :  fpeaking 
^niong  l)is  own  party,  ^nd  reporting  tl^at 
Meleander  was  of  a  moft  fickle  and  un- 
kingly  mind,  and  had  broken  Jhis  faith 
with  them ;  fince  by  his  orders  or  con- 
nivance the  ambafladors  were  flain  by 
Pdliarchus,  and  afterwards  the*  offender  by 
his  means  had  efcaped  punilhment,  and 
was  now  fafe  in  Italy,  and  ready  to  be 
employed*  again  in  fuch  or  the  like  mif- 
chiefs.  Lycogenes  at  firft  uttered  thefe 
reports  fparingly,  and  only  among  the 
king's  enemies ;  but  his  followers  more 
freely  endeavoured  to  throw  a  ftain  upon  the 

kingi 
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king;  and  there  were  not  wanting  thofe,  wha 
earned  thefe  reports  to  the  monarch,  wha 
perievered  in  thefame  mildnefs  of  behaviour 
as  before,  that  the  fame  appearance  of 
negligence,  which  formerly  had  hurt  his 
own  intereft,  might  now  deceive  his  ene- 
mies.  His  mind  was  indeed  confirmed 
in  refolution  by  the  manly .  fortitude  of 
Argenis,  more  than  by  the  treachery  of 
Lycogenes,  or  the  danger  of  the  ftate. 
When  he  complained,  that  Ihe  left  the 
facrifiqe  unfinifhed,  and  thereby  gave 
caufe  of  fufpiciori,  that  it  was  a  pretence 
to  break  the  treaty  of  peace,  ftie  replied,. 
'*'  If  there  was  any  thing  amifs  in  that 
event,  you  ought  rather  to  complain  of 
the  gods,  whofe  impulie  I  could  neither 
refift,  nor  contain  :  but.  Sire,  there  are 
more  that  wonder,  that  you  fliould .  bake 
fuch  a  peace,  than  that  the  gods  and  I 
fliould  difapprove  it.  Pardon^  the  liberty,, 
which  your  goodnefs  encourages  me  to 
take,  when  I  tell  you,  it  were  better  to 
perifh  bravely.,  than  bafely  to  fuffer  fo 
many  injuries^  and  fubmit  to  reign  by 
courtefy,"  K  5 
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The  king,  ftruck  with  her  courage  and 
conftancy  of  mind  fo  far  above  her  fex» 
refolved  to  put  thofe  fevcrities  in  pradtice^ 
which  he  had  long  meditated.  To  this 
purpofe,  he  determined  to  refide  at 
Eiperfte,  as  a  proper  place  either  for 
defence  or  retreat,  where  he  had  long 
fince,  under  various  pretexts,  laid  up  (lores 
of  all  things  neceffary  for  either  fortune. 

Eiperdke  is  a  mountain  in  the  territory  of 
Panormus,  of  fome  few  miles  in  compafsj 
the  bafe  of  it  is  fixed  upon  fteep  and 
ragged  rocks,  but  after  thefe  rife  to  a 
certain  height,  it  affords  by  degrees  an 
.  eafier  afcent,  till  one  comes  to  the  top, 
where,  is  a  large  plain,  upon  which  is  a 
little  mount,  that  feems  as  if  by  nature 
defigned  for  a'  citadel.  This  caftle  had 
been  fortified  by  former  kings,  and  ftored 
with  ammunition.  The  reft  of  the 
mountain's  top  was  covered  with  a  pretty 
town,  and  many  pleafant  houfes  fcattered 
about  it.  On  that  fide,  which  looks  to- 
wards thefca,  there  was  a  harbour  capable 
of  receiving^  all  kinds  of  (hipping,  which 

breaks 
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breaks  in  between  the  rocks,  and  is  de- 
fended by  the  mountain  from  ftorms  of  all 
kinds.      The   town  overlooks  the   pore,, 
fo  that  the  inhabitants  could  prevent  any 
fhip  from  coming  in  without  their  permil- 
fion  :  on  the  land  fide  it  was  only  to  be 
afcended  by  two  paths  both  difficult,  and 
well  defended.     It  was  alfo  a  great  bleffing 
to  the  inhabitants,  that  near  their  houfes 
were  rich  and  fertile   grounds   for   their 
cattle ;  and  that  they  might  acknowledge 
the  favour  of  the  gods,  there  was  plenty 
of  fprings,  and  3,  pure  wholefome  air,  in: 
which   no  venomous  creature   could  live. 
At  the  foot  of  the  path  that  led  from  the 
port,  flood  an  image  of  Ceres   crowned 
with  wheat  ears :  her  chariot  had  a  pair  of 
flying  ferpents  yoked  to  it,  which  feemed 
to  admonilh   thofe  who  pafled  that  way, 
not  to  go  forward,  without  faluting  the  god- 
defs,  nor  overlook  the  confecrated  llone^ 
where,  in  antique  charafters,  flie  feemed 
to  fpeak  to  them  after  this  manner. 

If  wh'erefcever  crooked  Nt reus  flow. 
To  me  ail- grounds  their  fruit,  all  countrie*  owe 
K  6  Their. 
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Their  peaceful  laws :  if  fafe  by  my  command 
All  grain  and  fruits  in  fields  or  gardj^ns  fland. 
This  my  deferved  praife  all  nations  found. 
Let  me  live  fafe  and  honoured  on  this  ground  : 
Lee  no  proud  foe  this  coaft  depopulate  ; 
This  is  my'  feat,  my  land  affign'd  by  fate« 
This  earth  let  nothing  but  the  ploughfliare  wpund. 
No  other  arms,  nor  ruder  ciangOr  found. 
This  is  my  juft  requefl :  who  dares  to  try. 
Will  find  in  me  too  (Irong  an  enemy  ;       "^ 
I  can  bring  fire  and  weapons,  and  to  mine. 
Nature,  my  parent,  all  her  powers  fliall  join. 
Old  Saturn's  child,  by  Jove  a  mother  made. 
The  feas  my  brother  rules,  my  fon  hell's  gloomy 
fhade. 

Mcleander  ufed  frequently  to  go  thither 
under  colour  of  hunting.  His  moft  trufty 
foldiers  were  there  in  garrifon  5  and  'in 
cafe  fortune  Ihould  be  averfe,  and  he 
compelled  to  fly  his  cquntry,  he  had  upon 
various  pretexts  brought  many  of  Ae 
royal  gallies  into  that  harbour:  he  had 
alio,  at  convenient  times,  carried  into  the 
caftle  the  moft  vduable  treafures  coUeSed 
by  his  predeceflbrs ;  great  quantities  of 
jewels,  and  likewife  natural  curioiitiesi 
branches  of  coral,  which  they  had  taken 
out    of   the.  neighbouring   fcaj    foreign 

^    purple. 
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purple,  laid  by  for  fcveral  ages,  which  the 
rich  tinfture  of  the  Mirre  ftained  and  pre- 
ferved  aa  frelh  as  at  the  firft  5  befidcs  gold 
and  filver   plate    in    abundance,    moftly 
valuable  for   the  workmanfbip>    and   re- 
fpefted  for  the  fake  of  their   antiquity^ 
There  was  indeed  no  great  ftore  of  money 
in  fpecie,  for  the  treafury  was  exhaufted 
by  the  king's  liberality,  which  was  how- 
ever now  much  leffened  by  confideration 
for  the  future.     The  king  now  difcovered 
his  purpofes  to  Argenis  only,  that  he  wa§. 
rcfolved    to  vindicate  the  royal   dignity. 
If  Lycc^enes,  and  the  chiefs  of  his  faftion^ 
under  various' pretences,  could  be  drawn 
into  the  caftle,  they  fliould  be  brought  to 
a  trial  for  their  trealbnable  praftices,  con- 
vifted  and  punifhed.     To  this  end,  he  had 
chofen   Eiperdte  as  the  moft  convenient 
place,  which  both  commanded  the  fea  and 
the  country  about  it.     « Perhaps,    (feid 
he)  this  fevcrity  may  deter '  others,    who 
now  prefume  upon  my  clemency  to  offend 
with  impunity^;  but  if  the  war  fhall  again 
break  out,  and  the  event  be  againft  U8» 

I  wiU 
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I  will  quit  this  ungrateful  land,  and  em-- 
barking  with  thee  and  the  reft  pf  my  trea^ 
fures,  I  will  fail  into  Africa.  There  are 
not  wanting  there,  thofe  that  will  receive 
us  in  our  flight,  and  either  my  old  age  or 
thy  youth,  undeferving  of  this  calamity, 
fhall  appeafe  the  cruelty  of  fortune.  If 
fuch  fhould  be  our  deftiny,  I  will  entruft 
Eiperde  to  the  care  of  Eurimedes,  who 
with  a  fcleft'garrifon  fhall  defend  it  to  the 
laft  extremity.  In  the  mean  time,  my 
child,  Sicily  will  fufFer  for  our  injuries. 
Its  inhabitants  will  be  torn  in  pieces 
among  themfelves  ;  the  common  people 
will  at  length  find  their  error,  will  per- 
ceive the  difference  between  their  gover- 
nors and  us,  and  all  things  failing  into  a 
ftate  of  anarchy  and  confu/ion,  they  will 
caft  their  eyes  upon  us,  and  expedt  from 
us  a  deliverance.  In  the  mean  while  I 
would  have  thee,  niy  Argenis,  retire  into 
the  caflir,  as  I  am  afraid  we  muft  fooii 
[.  ftand  upon  our  defence-  One  thing  be 
dpcciaily  careful  of,  that  no  woin^an  be 
admitceU   into  thy-  company,    of  whofe 

ftdelity 
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fideKty  thou  art  not  well  aflurcd :  it  is 
enough,  my  daughter,  that  we  are  be- 
trayed by  men^^ 

Argenis  commended  the  refolution  of 
her  father,  and  perfuaded  him  to  try 
his  fortune  in  war  ;  adding,  that  fhe  had 
hitherto  ufed  her  beft  care  that  no  woman 
of  unknown  charafter  or  difpofition  fhould 
be  admitted  to  her  acquaintance  or  fami- 
liarity. After  they  were  fcparated,  fhe 
b^an  to  refled:  feriouQy,^  what  women 
they  fhould  b^,  of  whom  the  king  warned 
her  to  beware,  or  whether  any  of  her  at- 
tendants were  difliked  by  him.  She  foon 
acquainted  SelenilTa  what  were  her  doubts, 
not  knowing  that  it  was  fhe,  who,  diC- 
liking  Timoclea,  had  by  her  artifices 
rendered  her  fufpefted  by  Meleander; 
and  now  the  fubtle  old  woman,  pleafed  with 
the  fuccefs  of  her  cunning  praftices,  feigned 
to  Argenis,  that  fhe  wondered  who  fhould 
put  thefe  doubts  into  the  king's  head. 
The  caufeof  herjealoufy  againfl  Timoclea 
was,  that  as  Argenis  was  grateful  to  her 
for  the  good  offices  fhe  had  done  to  Polir 

arch\is,. 
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ftrchus,  (he  feared  th^at  lady^s  merits  would 
endear  her  to  the  priwefs^  and  ib  flie 
might  be  favoured  above  herfelf :  there- 
fore, being  ftung  with  envy,  fliejjut  in 
pra£lice  fuch  arts  as  are  familiar  to  courts. 
She  faid  nothing  openly  againft  Timoclea^ 
becaufe  her  cunning  had  failed  of  fuccefs^ 
if  Argenis  had  perceived  it,  and  becaufe 
fhe  knew  that  (he  might,  under  colour  of 
friendlhip,  be  more  efFeftually  her  enemy* 
To'  this  purpofe  (he  always  prevented  any 
favours  the  princefs  intended  towards  her, 
alkdging  many  reafons  why  (he  ought  to 
forbear  or  delay  them.  On  thefe  occa(ions 
fhe  would  fay,  "  Would  you  have  Timo-^ 
clea  know  that  (he  is  rewarded  for  con- 
cealing Poliarchus  ?  Are  you  willing, 
the  engagement  between  him  and  you 
(hould  be  known  to  many  people  ?  It  will 
certainly  be  more  difcreet  to  (hew  her  (bine 
trifling  favours,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
appea.r  your  own  gift,  and  not  the  reward 
of  her  merits.  Above  all,  let  her  remain 
in  her  own  hou(e ;  her  admi(rion  into  your 
houfehold  could  not  be  managed  without 

fu(piciQn» 
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fulpicion.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  ' 
never  to  be  known  to  the  people  that  Ihe 
prcferved  Poliarchus  ;  it  would  be  danger- 
ous on  all  fides ;  and  whatwill  this  ilranger  . 
Afchombrotus  think  ?  He  knows  the 
obligation  that  Poliarchus  owes  to  her,  and 
will  he  not  perceive,  that  your  favours 
are  the  reward  of  this  fervice  ?'* 

By  thefe  and  the  like  arguments,  Sele- 
niffa  took  care  of  her  own  intereft,  rather 
than  her  lady's,  efteeming  her  friendfliip 
loft,  if  any  othei;  Ihared  it  with  her ;  but 
ihe  managed  this  affair  with  fo  much  art, 
that  (he  fcemed  only  to  be  careful 
for  Argenis.  This  is  the  perpetual  bane 
and  mifchief  of  royal  charadters,  when 
fuch  as  are  in  their  favour,  under  colour 
of  advifing  them,  gratify  their  own, 
envy,  and  fometimes  praife  thofe  whom 
they  moft  hate,  that  their  flanders  may 
be  the  more  readily  believed :  and  thus 
Selcnifla  raifed  fufpicions  in  the  king 
againft  Timoclea,  infinuating,  that  fhe 
formerly  favoured  Lycogenes,  and  it  was 
not  cert^nly  known  how  ftie  was  afFefted, 

though 
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though  flie  was  in  favovrr  with  the  unfuf- 
picious  princcfs.  To  Argenis,  Ihe  would 
mix  the  praifes  and  merits  of  the  lady  with 
the  dangers  that  her  preferment  would 
raife  -,  and  becaufe  there  appeared  fomc 
truth  mixed  with  her  refleftions,  it  fo 
happened,  that  Timoclca  found  little  ad- 
vantage from  the  favour  of  Argenis, 
excepting  that,  when  flhe  came  as  for- 
merly to  wait  on  her,  fhe  treated  her  with 
more  familiarity,  and  at  her  departure 
would  fometimes  make  her  ^  a  prefent,  as 
.feeking  an  occafion  to  difplay  her  bounty,. 
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C  I*  A  P.     II. 

Meleander  leing  in  great  danger^  Arcbom- 
brotus  fc'ves  his  life.  On  this  account 
Erijlhenes  kills  the  king^s  coachman^  which 
caufes  fufpicion  of  himfelf 

ABOUT  this  time,  Argenis  by  the 
king's  defire,  attended  by  Ibburanes 
(who  was  then  at  court  upon  bufinefs) 
went  to  Eiperfte :  and  not  long  after,  Me- 
leander in  going  thither  was  in  great 
danger  of  his  life.  Whether  by  the  trea- 
chery of  his  own  people,  or  by  the  decree 
of  deftiny,  which  took  occafion  to  prefer 
Archombrotus  to  his  favour  and  affeftion. 
There  was  a  lake  about  a  mile  in  com- 
pafs,  whofe  banks  were  pleafant  iJnd  fafe, 
but  farther  on,  very  deep  and  dangerous. 
The  king's  coachman  turned  into  this 
lake,  as  chufing  the  'pleafant  way.  The 
frequency  of  the  chariots  that  daily  paffed 
had  left  many  tracks,  and  left  no  room  to 
fear ;    when  behold  !    the   king's   hories 

either 
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either  taking  fright,  or  ftung  by  the  gnats 
of  the  fens,  or  elfe  by  the  treachery  cf 
their  guide,  fhaking  their  manes,  and 
throwing  up  their  heads,  ran  headlong 
into  the  lake.  All  the  company  cried  out 
fearfully,  but  few  offered  their  alliflance, 
either  through  fear  for  themfelves,  or. 
overcome  by  the  furprize  at  the"  fudden 
accident.  Among  the  few  that  followed 
the  king?s  chariot,  none  could  keep  up 
with  Archombrotus ;  fometimes  calling  to 
the  coachman  to  pull  in  his  horfes  and 
turn  them  about,  then  to  the  king  to  leap 
into  the  water,  being  not  yet  fo  deep  as 
a  man*s  height.  But  in  the  meanwhile 
tlie  chariot  went  on,  and  now  the  wheels 
were  covered  by  the  water.  Then  Archom- 
brotus performed  a  moft:  manly  and  daring 
aftion  ;  becaufe  his  horXe  was  hindered  by 
the  water,  he  leapt  off  his  back,  and 
making  fpeed  up  to  the  chariot,  he  pulled 
the  king  out  of  it  in  fo  critical  a  moment, 
that  an  inftaht  after,  the  water  driv- 
ing with  great  force  fWallowed  up  both 
the  chariot  and  horfes.     The  weight  of 

the 
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the    king    falling    upon   Archombrotus,  ^ 

almoft  funk  him,  and  the  bottom  beings 

flippery  with  the  motion  of  the  waters, 

which  v/as  up  to  their  (houlders,  made  it- 

ftill  more  difficult ;  they  both  laboured  to 

get  a  firm  footing,  and  whilft  they .  were 

thus  ftrivbg,  thofe  of  their  friends  that 

were  neareft,  drew  them  out  of  the  water. 

When  Meleander  was  fafely  landed,  the 

thought  of  fo  great  danger  efcaped,  ftruck 

him  with  a  horror,  which  was  increafed  by 

reflefting,  that  being  unable  to  fwim,  he . 

had  certainly  been,  loft,  if  Archombrotus^ 

neglecting  his  own  fafety,  had  not  taken 

the  danger  upon  himfelf.     All  were  flruck 

with  admiration,  that  he*  a  ftrangcr,  not 

bound  to  him  by  law,  birth,  or  benefits, 

fhould  venture  his  life  for  the  king,  when 

fo  many  of  his  fubjefts  and  countrymen 

ftood  by  unconcerned.     This  fervice  (as 

it  ought)   greatly   affefted  the  monarchy 

who  embi*aced  him  eagerly,  and*Tield  him 

blufhing  at  his  own  praifes,  fome  time  in 

his  ar^is.     Being  before  bid  to  love  him 

for  his  worth,  he  was  now  glad  of  an  occa- 

3  fion 
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fion  to  prefer  him  to  his  /avour,  without 
the  envy  of  others. 

In  the  meantime,  the  king's  coachman 
having  efcaped  the  water,    reached  the 
banks,   with  looks  ftill  of  terror;    when 
Erifthenes,  who  had  been  the  loudeft  in 
exclaiming  againft  him,  drew  his  fword, 
and  unawares    to    the  reft,    thruft  him 
through ;  he  fell  back  dead  into  the  water, 
with  great  applaufe  from  the  younger  pare 
of  the  company,  but  this  adlion  difpleafed 
the  wifer  fort.     If  this  accident  did  not 
happen  by  the    coachman's   fault,   why 
Ihould  the  poor  wretch  be  murdered  ?   If 
guilty  of  treafon,  why  not  examined,  and 
compelled  to  difcover  his    accomplices  ? 
Did  Erifthenes  only  love  the  king,  that 
he,  took  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  execu- 
tioner of  his  revenge  ?    Then  they  began 
to  fufpedt  that  thexoachman  was  hired  by 
Lycogenes,  to  take  away  the  king's  lift 
by  this  means,  and  when  it  failed  of  efFeft, 
left  he  fhould  be  compelled  to  difcover 
the  confpirators,  he  was  flain  by  Erifthenes, 
the  intimate  friend  of  Lycogenes.    But 

the 
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the  power  of  the  faftion,  and  the  time 
being  not  yet  ripe  for. revenge,  obliged 
Meleander  to  diflemble  his  thoughts, 
which  he  did  fo  calrtily,  that  not  even 
Erifthenes  could  perceive  himfelf  fuf- 
pefted. 
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CHAP.    III. 

The  king  holds  a  private  council.  The  advice 
of  Ckobalus.  Atcbombrotus  propofes  to 
recall  Poliarchus.  The  refolution  of  the 
king  and  bis  friends. 

WHEN  they  arrived  at  Eiperfte,  the 
town  was  full  of  noblemen,  who 
came  to  congratulate  the .  king  on  his 
efcape,  who,  on  his  fide,  concealed  his 
intention,  and  affefted  to  appear  uncom- 
monly chearful. 

Among  the  chief  friends  of  Lycogenes, 
were  Oloodemus  and  Erifthenes,  who  were 
raifed  by  intereft  to  eminent  ftatiohs: 
Erifthenes  was  made  the  king's  treafurer, 
though  he  knew  he  conferred  this  place  up- 
on an  enemy  (but  fo  the  prefent  times,  and 
the  diffimulation  he  had  begun  to  prafiife 
required)  and  Oloodemus  had  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  about  the  promon- 
tory of  Pachynus.  Thefe  dividing  their 
intended  bufinefs  between  thenri,  were  dif- 
ferently 
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ferently  employed  :  Erifthenes,  under  co- . 
lour  of  his  office,  was  prefent  on  tKe  fpot, 
watching  the  king's  anions  and  defigns, 
while  Oloodemus  was  abfent  with  Lyco- 
genes,  feducing  the  Sicilians,  and  laying  a 
foundation  for  frefli  mifchiefs :  and  on  thefc 
three  men,  the  chief  ftrength  and  power 
of  the  fa6tion  refted.  The  king,  though 
he  had  taken  his  refolution,  was  defirous 
to  know  the  opinion  of  Cleobulus ;  he  alfo 
much  ufcd  the  advice  of  Eurimedes,  and 
Archombrotus  was  in  high  favour  and 
efteem  with  him  :  he  called  thefe  three 
together  privately,  and  ( Argenis  being  with 
him)  he  defired  their  opinions,  concealing 
his  own  that  they  might  not  be  biafled  by 
it :  he  flieWed  in  what  ftate  the  affairs  of 
Sicily  now  flood  -,  he  obferved  that  this 
peace  was  more  pernicious  thah  the  'former 
war  ;  that  forefeeing  this,  he  had  fortified 
and  ftored  the  caftle  of  Eiperfte,  in  which 
they  were  :  and  added,  that  he  knew  the 
weight  of  the  rebellion  refted  upon  the 
heads  of  a  few  men,  the  chief  leaders  of  it ; 
^ow  he  dcfired  to  know,  in  thofe  circum- 
Vol.  L  L  ftances,  ' 
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ftances,  their  opinion  and  advice.     None 
of  them  cared  to  fpeak  firft,  on  a  bufincls 
of  fuch  importance,   till  the  king,  in  re- 
fpeft  to  his  years  and  approved  wifdom, 
commanded  Cleobulus  to  give  his  opinion. 
"  We  muft  (faid  he)  oh  king,  be  in 
^arneft  to  crufh  this  faftion,  or  exped:  to 
be  crufhed  by  it.     Moderation  would  now 
be  a  vice  in  you  ;  you  will  neither  offend 
the  gods,  nor  blemiffi  your  own  charafter, 
by  bringing  your  enemies  to  their  juft  pu- . 
nilhment ;    for    Lycogenes    himfelf   firft 
broke  the  peace,  and  by  his  chaftifement 
thofe  who  hate  or  defpife  your  goodnefs, 
will  alter  their  opinions.     Do  we  not  know 
that  the  cities  have  been  invited  to  rebel  ? 
that  many  are   ready  to   rife,  and  enlift 
themfelves  under  the   banners  of  Lyco- 
genes ?    What  then  do  we  Hay  for,  till 
there  be  no  found  part  left  in  Sicily  ?   Are 
you  afraid  to  anticipate  their  defigns,  or 
do  you  fuperftitioufly  wait,  till  they  com- 
mand you  to  unlheath  the  fword  ?    You 
have  Erifthenes  here ;  fend  for  Lycogenes 
andOloodemus,  as  if  to  confult  upon  fome 

bufmcfe 
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feufinels  of  importance;  if  they  come,  (ecu  re 
their  perfons,  and  let  them  be  brought  to 
trial  for  their  treafons,  and  when  convided 
be  immediately  put  to  death.  If  they  re- 
fufe  to  come,  treat  them  as  rebels,  purfue 
them  with  an  open  and  aftive  war,  and 
while  they  are  unprepared,  put  an  end  to 
the  troubles  of  Sicily." 

To  thefe  words  of  Cleobulus,  Eurime- 
des  added,  that  he  would  undertake  for 
fix  thoufand  foot,  and  five  hundred  horfe, 
all  tried  and  faithful  men,  and  ready  at  his 
comniand.  Thefe  were  partly  of  the  guards, 
partly  of  the  gartifoh  of  Eiper6te,  the  reft 
were  diftributed  about  Panormus,  and  ia 
the  caftle  of  Epipolis  :  and  he  obferved, 
that  a  feleft  body  of  old  foldiers,  was  better 
than  a  multitude  of  fuch  frelh  troops,  as 
Lycogenes  could  raife :  and  when  the  royai 
ftandard  was  difplayed,  there  was  no  doubr, 
but  many  would  take  ;he  better  fide. 

Archombrotus  was  pleafcd  with   thefe 

preparations  for  war,  thinking  he  had.  now 

a  proper  opportunity  to  venture  fomething 

for  Poliarchus.     "  I,  faid  he,  am  but  young 

L  2  and 
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and  a  forjeigncr,  therefore  I  offer  nothing 
as  to.  the  f)rincipal  affairs  in  queftion ;  but 
if  you  refolve  upon  war,  why  do  you  rc- 
jeft  your  own  ftrengih,  the  afliftance  of 
your  friends  ?  There  is  not  one  of  the  fol- 
diers,  that  wifhes  not  for  the  return  of  Poli- 
archus,  who  was  driven  away  merely  by 
the  envy  of  Lycogenes;  he  underftands 
the  art  of  war,  and  even  his  name  is 
formidable  to  your  enemies.  And  be- 
fides,  he  is  fo  well  beloved  by  the  fol- 
diers,  that  the  fight  of  him  will  be  to 
them  an  omen  of  fuccefs,  and  will  make 
them  more  forward  and  ready  to  undertake 
great  exploits.  I  therefore  give  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  we  fhould  feck  him  our,  ex- 
cufe  the  neceffity  of  the  times  that  drove 
him  hence,  and  inV^ite  him  back  to  new 
triumph." 

Argenb,  with  pleafure,  heard  Archom- 
brotus  thus  bolJly  plead  for  Poliarchus, 
-and  was  more  cfpecially  glad,  that  Melean- 
dcr  liftened  attentively  to  this  advice.  And 
that  none  might  check  this  fair  and  hope- 
ful beginnings  (he  added,  ."Now  Arfidas 

'    ftands 
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Hands  in  the  fame  ftate  with  Poliarchus, 
who  remains  in  Italy,  as  if  banilhcd  from 
his  own  country  :  of  the  fidelity  of  Arfi-. 
das,  yo\i,  fire,  have  no  doubt,  and  perhaps 
he  has  deferved  better  of  us,  than  of  Poli- 
archus,  by  this  late  a<5tion."— -Argenis 
being  thus  earned  in  the  defence  of  Ar- 
fidas^  becauie  his  fafety  was  concerned 
witJi  that  of  Poliarchus ;  the  reft,  to  pleafe 
her,  wece  ambitious  co  (hew  themfeives  of 
the  fame  opinion. 

Then  faid  the  king,  *<  By  this  unani- 
mity of  opinion,  I  perceive,  that  the  gods 
take  care  of  our  affairs,  for  what  you  ad- 
vife,  I  had  before  refolved  to  do.  As  for 
Poliarchus  and  Arfidas,  I  had  long  ago  in 
my  own  heart  abfolved  theni  j  it  remains 
to  confider  by  what  means  we  may  recall 
them  both,? 

All  prefent  were  of  opinion,  that  fome 
trufty  meflenger  fliould  be  fent  with  pre* 
fents  to  Poliarchus,  to  intreat  him,  that^  as 
foon  as  the  war  fhould  break  out  agiainft 
Lycogenes,  he  would  return  to  Sicily* 
Upon  this  refolution  the  king  broke  up 
L  3  the 
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the  council ;  charging  them  to  keep  fecret 
all  that  they  had  heard  and  refolded, 

But'Argenis,  after  the  manner  of  lovers, 
(always  immoderately  rgoicing  or  griev- 
ing) .  vifibly  fliowed  her  happinefs  at  this 
event,  fo  much  beyond  her  hopes ;  while 
the  king  ignorant  of  the  caufe,  laid, 
'^  Daughter,  I  embrace  this  omen  of  good 
fortune  !  for  fincc  the  beginning  of  our 
misfortunes,  this  is  the  firft  time  that- 1 
have  feen  you  look  fo  well  plea&d  aad 
happy/* 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Arcbomhrotus  falls  in  love  with  Argents. 
Tbi  arts  of  Lycogenes  to  feduce  the 
people. 

WHEN  the  evening  came  on, '  Ar- 
chombrotus,  after  his  ufual  cuftom, 
went  to  walk  in  the  king's  garden.  There 
as  he  pafled  alone  among  the  rows  of 
trees,  he  called  to  mind  the  night  when 
Poliareh\is  and  himfelf  were  guefts  at 
Timoclea's  houfe :  he  recoIle6led  the  alte- 
ration of  voice  and  countenance,  which  he 
perceived  in  Poliarchus  when  he  queftioned 
him  concerning  Argenis,  which  he  then 
furmifed  to  proceed  from  love ;  but  other 
matters  intecvening,  it  went  out  of  his 
memory,  and  the  rather  becaufe  he  had  at 
firft  no  notion  of  its  being  mutual,  but 
only  an  amorous  inclination  in  Poliarchus 
common  to  youth  :  but  now  it  came  into 
his  mind,  that  Argenis,  in  defendmg- 
Arfidas,  feemed  unufually  warm  and 
L  4  carneft. 
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carneft  in  her  arguments  and  requefts,  and 
certainly,  all  that  Arfidas  had  done  related 
to  the  fafety  of  Poliarchus.  On  weighing 
thefe  circumftances  on  both  fides,  Archom- 
brotus  began  to  fufpeft,  that  there  was  a 
fecret  and  intimate  friendfhip  between  them. 
He  confidered  the  beauty  and  merits  of 
Poliarchus,  and  whatever  might  raife  fo 
great  a  hope  in  him,  or  wilh  in  Argenis.  • 
And  in  this  regard,  though  his  piarentage 
were  conc.ealcd,  yet  it  might  be  noble : 
<*  For  I  am  not,  faid  he,  the  .only  one 
whofe  birth  and  fortunes  are  not  to  b^ 
cftimated  by  my  appearance." 

And  while  he  thus  calls  to  mind  the  beau* 
ties  and  fortunes  of  Argenis,  hfr  fikntly 
celebrates  the  happinefs  of  Poliarchuj, 
By  degrees  he  admires  and  praifes  thofc 
charms,  which  he  had  -faitherto  beheld 
unmoved :  he  dwells  on  the  graces  of  Ar^ 
genis,  who  was  fo  beautiful  and  fo  worthy 
to  be  beloved  ;  her  birth,  her  fortunes, 
her  merits,  all  equally  great  and  noble, 
juid  who,  even  if  fhe  had  no  prerogatives' 
of  birth,  if  choice  were  to  be  m^dc  out 

of 
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of  all  the  virgins  in  Sicily,  who  but  Ar- 
gcnis  fliould  be  called  tx>  the  throne  ?  Her 
wifdom,  her  modelly,  her  language^ 
fuperior  to  all  her  fex,  and  her  form 
almoft  divine.  Then  he  turns  his  thoughts 
ujpon  himfelf;  neither  did  he  think  his 
own  birth  or  qualities  unequal  to  fuch  a 
hope.  This  thought  adds  fewel  to  his 
newly-kindled  Arcs:  he  knew  not  yet 
that  he  was  in  love,  but  only  indulging 
idle,  yet  as  he  deemed  not  unlikely  or 
unrcafonable  thoughts ;  but  by  degrees 
his  imagination  fouad  pleafure  in  thefe 
ideas,  not  confidering  that  the  only  w^y 
to  conquer  and  be  free,  is  to  refift  the  firft 
imprcfllons  of  love.  And  now,  the  more 
he  loved  Argenis,  the  colder  he  grew  ia 
his  friendlhip  to  Poliarchus  :  he  firft  felt 
the  pangs  of  envy,  and  next  of  jealoufy; 
3nd  he  that  entered  the  garden  iree  and 
happy,  w^nt  out  of  it  ftck  and  penfive^ 
his'  foul-being  made  a  captive.  As  an 
addition  to  his  malady,  he  fought  for 
folitude,  and  fupped  alone;  and  when 
by  himfelf  nothing  but  love  prcfentcd 
L  5  itfelf 
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itfelf  to  his  thoughts,  and  he  gave  himlelf 
up  to  thofe  cares  that  he  till  then  had  been 
a  ftranger  to. 

While  thefe  things  paflcd  at  EiperftCj 
Lyc(^cnes  and  his  party  took  no  fmall 
care  to  put  the  mifchiefs  they  had  plotted 
into  extrcution,  he  going  about,  under 
,  various  pretences,  to  different  cities,  ad- 
monifhing  the  magiftratHs,  after  feafting 
them  h^hly,  and  warned  them  not  to 
fuifcr  the  public  liberty  to  be  betrayed, 
faying,  that  Sicily  was  endangered  by 
pernicious  counfels;  that  they  fliould 
remember  they  lived  indeed  under  a 
.monarchy,  but  not  a  defpotic  tyranny; 
nor  did  he  fpeak  any  thing  againft  the 
king,  but  fo  fecretly,  that  it  might  be 
excufed  even  to  Meleander  himfelf.  When 
he  perceived  his  auditors  moved  at  his. 
Ipeeches,  he  would  figh,  and  let  fall 
words  of  uncertain  meaning,  as  if  he- 
knew  more  than  he  dared  to  Ipeak,  By 
thefe  means  ipany  looked  upon  him  as  the 
pillar  of  his  country,  and  began,  to  flight 
and  dcfpife  the  king,  cfpecially  when,  by 

Lycogenes's ' 
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Lycogenes's  means,  it.  was  reported  among 
the  people,  that  the  natives  were  neg- 
lefted,  and  ftrangers  preferred  to  the 
chief  offices  in  the  ftate-,  that  the  uxes 
and  cuftoms  were  daily  encreafed,  and 
lalHy,  that  deftruftion  hung  over  their 
heads  from  a  prince,  who  was  incenfed 
againft  them  ever  fioce  the  former  war. 
Befides  thefe  devices,  the  priefts,  cor- 
rupted by  his  bribes,  aflifted  his  views : 
they  forged  divinations  and  prefages  at 
the  facrifices,  whether  public  or  private, 
and  the  beholders  were  terrified  with' 
feigned  prodigies-of  different  kinds  :  how- 
ever, all  foretold,  that  a  great  change  was 
near  at  hand,  and  that  for  the  better  ;' 
but  at  prefent  the  gods  were  pleafed  with 
nothing  in  the  ftate.  But  befides  thefe 
fiftions,  there  happened  prodigies  neither 
falfc  nor  feigned,  which  feemed  to  foretel 
the  approaching  miferies  j  for  in  fome  - 
places  it  rained  ftones  from  heaven,  in 
others  two  funs  appeared  together:  and 
thefe.  few  real  figns  gave  faith  to  a  great 
many  feigned  ones :  fo  that  men  raftily 
L   6  '  gave 
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gave  credit  to  them.  A  certain  poet,  not 
wholly  free  from  this  infatuation,  thus 
ventured  to  defcribe  it. 

Ye  godsy^who  made  this  well-join'd  frame  of  earth. 
Forbear  to  dire  predidUons  to  give  birth. 
All  things  are  chang'd,  in  heaven's  affrighted  face 
Strange  phantoms  Ry,  and  envious  comets  blaze. 
Loft  is  the  winter's  cold,  the  fpring's  gay  pride. 
The  Dog-ftar  lays  his  wonted  heat  afide. 
So  in  the  world's  firft  infancy,  the  fun. 
Yet  young,  his  unknown  courfe  thro'  Jieav'n  to  run, 
Unfkilful  in  his  charge  did  oft'  times  err. 
And.  thro'  the  pathlefs  ways  confounds  the  year. 
Behold  how  black  a  cloud  obfcures  the  fky, 
From  Etna's  firey  mouth !  the  fea,  fwoln 
The  fouth  wind  rolls  afhore  on  Sicily  \ 
Such  was  the  fear,  when  once  great  Neptune's  hand 
Bisjoin'd  this  ifle  from  fair  Italia's  land. 
Great  are  the  gods  portents ;   but  greater  far 
Our  inward  fears  of  famine,  plague,  or  war. 
All  men  foretel  our  woes,  all  men  foref^e, 
From  gods  or  men,  war,  death,  and  mifery. 
To  arms !  to  arms !  -^  The  cruel  deities 
Appeafe  with  more  deferving  iacrifice ! 
Let  blood  our  facrificirig  weapons  ftain. 
Our  guilt  atone,  and  life  by  death  obtain^. 


higly  t 
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CHAP.    V. 


229 


A  difcourfe  concerning  the  felt  of  the 
Hyperepbanians. 

ABOUT  this  time  it  was  reported  to 
the  king,  that  Lycogenes  held  a  fe- 
cret  correfpondencewith  the  Hyperephanii, 
and  fome  were  afraid  that  in  oi*der  to  make 
life  of  their  power,  he  would  abjure  the 
religion  of  his  country.  By  chance,  when 
thefe  things  were  fpoken  of,  Archombrotus 
and  Ibburanes  were  walking  in  the  king's 
gallery,  and  hearing  mention  of  the 
Hyperephanii,  the  former  afked,  what 
difference  there  waS  between  them  and 
the  other  inhabitants  of  Sicily  ;  why  their 
names,  defigns,  and  forces  were  mentioned 
feparately.  Ibburanes,  defirous  to  give 
him  a  full  information,  pauied  a  little  to 
recolleft  himfelf,  and  then  thus  began  : 
"  We  have  given  to  thofe  men  the  name 
of  Hyperephanii  from  the  nature  of  their 
fuperftitions.  Their  feft,  which  is  trouble- 
fome  to  princes,  begun  in  our  days,  having 

one 
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one  Ufinulca  for  its  author,  who,  defpifing 
the  religion  that  hath  ever  been  profefled 
in  Sicily,  prefumed  to  bring  in  a  new  one, 
'  and  trouble  the  confciences  of  fuch  as  either 
too  great  a  (hare  of  pride,  or  too  much 
fimplicity  rendered  fit  to  be  preyed  upon, 
fome  being  ambitious  o£  following  fuch  a 
teacher,  others  deceived  by  his  eloquence 
and  fhew  of  piety.     To  all  this  may  be 
added,    the  force  of  novelty,    which  fo 
blinded  their  minds,  that  the   barbarous, 
aflcrtions  of  Ufinulca  found  admirers  and 
followers,  not  only  from  the  furtheft  parts 
of  the  world,   but  even  of  the  fofter  chil- 
dren of  Sicily,  although  nothing  can   be 
more  monftrous  than  •  his  tenets.      I  am 
indeed  alhamed  to  relate  his  madnefs  and 
folly,  which  reflcd  upon  the  wifdom  and 
gopdnefs   of   the  gods.     He  denies  that 
any  man  commits  a  fin,  but  he  whom  the 
gods  compel,  and  have  predeftined  to  it : 
that  howfoever  you  ftrive  againft  vice,  be 
innocent  in  your   life,     upright  towards 
men,  and  religious  to  the  gods,  he  affirms, 
this  is  not  the  virtue  that  renders  mea 

acceptable 
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accqjtablc  to  heaven,  but  only  the  figns 
of  that  virtue.  Further,  that  there  is  no 
difference  in  fins,  but  only  in  the  perfons 
that  commit  them ;  that  thofe  who  are 
hated  by  the  gods,  for  only  Healing  a 
few  pot-herbs,  deferve  the  fevered  puniflir 
ments  that  can  be  inflided,  whilil:  others 
^ain  cannot  forfeit  the  "favour  of  heaven 
by  the  moft  atrocious  crimes;^  fo  that 
from  the  fame  mirey  (lough  of  fin  fome 
Ihall  come  out  clean,  while  others  arc 
polluted  and  filthy.  I  forbear  to  fpeak  of 
other  frenzies  of  Ufinulca,  nor  would 
thcfe  opinions  have  found  followers,  had 
they  not  happened  in  the  infancy  of  our 
kmgs,  in  which  the  tiu-bulent  humours  of 
men  cannot  properly  be  .  reftrained  nor 
expelled.  .  This  difeafe  was  encreafed  by 
the  eagernefs  of  faftion,.  and  fome  of  the 
nobility,,  difaffedled  to  the  government, 
made  themfclves.  leaders  qf  the  hypere- 
phanii.  Then, .  in  a  moft  fatal  manner, 
was  Sicily  plagued  with  civil  wars,  and 
as  many  as  chofe  the  licence  of  rebellion 
revolted    to    this  fed,  difplaying    theic 

colours 


232       THE    PHCENIX. 

colours  in  the  field  againft  our  kings 
themfelves.  Nothing  then  efcaped  their 
fury ;  they  trampled  on  the  altars  of  the 
gods,  overturned  their  temples,  fired 
houfes,  and  confecrated  their  new  doc- 
trines to  the  furies  by  the  blood  of  their 
countrymen..  After  fo^  many  years,  you 
may  yet  fee  the  marks  of  their  deiblation. 
In  thefe  difturbances,  they  feparated  them- 
felves  from  the  reft  of  the  Sicilians,  and 
fecmed  as  it  were  another  country  and 
people,  neither  upon  the  ftrongcft  league 
would  they,  unite  fincerely  with  die  reft 
of  the  nation  :  fo  being  fwayed  by  a  reft- 
lefs  and  unr^uiet  fpirit,  they  always  either 
threaten  war  or  fear  it. 

"  In  minds  thus  affedted,*  what  weight 
have  the  king's  commands  !  They  have 
poflcfled  themfelves  not  only  of  ibldiers 
but  cities,  and  almoll  whole  provinces, 
from  whence  they  confult  and  determine 
how  far  to  affift  the  king,  or  refufe  him 
their  aid  ;  and  if  they  give  afliftance  in 
war,  or  fuccour  upon  any  other  occafion» 
they  brag  of  their  fidelity  as  being  worthy 

of 
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of  thanks  •,  but  they  give  and  refufe  their 
aids  more  like  equals  than  fubjefts.  Thus 
do  they  carry  themfelves  as  juft  arbiters 
both  of  the  kings  and  of  the  gods,  pro- 
portioning what  they  owe  to  both,  not 
by  the  laws  and  cuftonns  of  their  country, 
but  by  their  own  humours  and  opinions. 
You  may  eafily  imagine,  how  this  con- 
'tagion  thrcateos  Sicily  ;  for  as  that  fort  of 
hatred  is  moft  irreeoncileable,  which  ariles 
out  of  different  opinions  in  matters  of 
rdigion,  we  may  juftly  fear,  that  thefe 
hyperephanii  will  feek  to  effeft,  by  the 
ruin  of  their  country,  what  they  cannot 
compais  by  their  own  ftrength,  and  calling 
in  foreign^  nations  to  their  aid,  invite 
them,  as  it  were,  to  the  pofleflion  of 
Sicily.  But  if  it  jfhould  pleafe  the  gods 
to  avert  from  us  thefe  miferies,  yet  how 
great  are  thofe  which  we  now  fee  and 
feel !  If  children  are  offended  with  their 
parents,  o^  the  nobles  with  their  king, 
imn)ediately,  under  pretence  of  religion, 
they  throw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of 
this  fed.     What  fliall  I  fay  of  the  veftal 

virgins  1 
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virgins  !  what  of  the  pricfts !  When  they» 
grow  weary  of  their  chaftity,  they  re- 
nounce their  religion,  and  hired  with  the 
rewards  of  forbidden  marriages,  they 
betake  themfelves  to  the  hyperephanii  ta 
fhelter  them  in  their  iniquities.  By  thcfe 
examples,  and  the  licentioufnefs  in  diC- 
puting  and  living,  the  common  people  arc 
made  to  waver  in  their  faith,  and  to  doubt 
what  gods  there  are,  and  how  they  (hould 
be  worlhipped,  till  by  degrees  they  come 
to  believe  nothing  facred  or  certain  ia 
religious  matters.  By  this  impiety,,  re* 
ligion  fuffers,  whilft  it  breaks  alfo  into 
the  peace  of  the  ftate,  and  waftes  the 
ftrength  of  our  difordered  Sicily,  which 
will  never  recover  her  former  health  and 
vigour,  till  the  hyperephanii  are  reftored 
to  reafon,  and  the  wound  Ikinncd  over." 

"  But  (faid  Archombrotus)  why  da 
the  Sicilians  delay  to  cure  this  evil  ?  Why 
do  they  not  by  force  of  arms  cut  off  the 
infedted  part  to  preferve  the  whole  body  ? 
I  that  am  a  ftranger  offer  my  hand  and 
fword  in  this  bufanefs  5  neither  do  I  think 

I  caa 


THE    PHCENIX.      2^5 

I  can  offer  a  more  acceptable  facrifice, 
than  that  of  (hedging their  blood, -to  the ^^ 
gods,  or  of  lofrng  mine  in  the  attempt. 
You,  Ibburanes,  fbould  fpeak  of  this  to 
the  king,  and  urge  him  with  all  your 
eloquence  to  this  war." 

Ibburanes,  fmiling  at  this  difcourfe, 
faid,  "  I  commend  your  zeal  animated  by 
youthful  courage;  and  formerly  many 
were  of  your  opinion,  till  by  the  event  it 
has  appeared,  that,  as  fome  animals  are 
mouriflied  by  poifon,  fo  this  fe£t  grows 
ftronger  by  pcrfecution,  and  is  fattened 
by  war  and  defolation.  There  are  many 
now  who  incline  to  the  doftrines  of  Ufi* 
nulca,  who,  if  tliey  were  threatened  or 
compelled  entirely  to  abjure  them,  would 
jnore  ftrongly  fupport  them  under  op- 
preffion ;  and  as  you  may  eafily  break  a 
fingle  thread,  but  if  you  twift  a  number 
in  oj}^  band,  the  harder  you  ftrain  them, 
the  moxe  ftrongly  they  hold  together,  and 
at  lail  become  as  a  cord  too  ftrong  to  be 
broken ;  fo  thofe  who  are  moft  indifferent 
OH  that  fide,    and  who  by    forbearance 

mi^ht. 
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mi^t  be  won  back  again,  when  they  fee 
the  fword  drawn  againft  them  to  oblige 
them  to  a  forced,  and  as  they  think  a 
ifaameful  recantation,  molt  furioufly  unite 
with  that  party,  and  tying  thenifclves  to- 
gether by  a  knot  of  confpiracy,  grow  to 
the  (Irength  of  a  nation,  and  cannot  be 
overcome.  And  befide,  this  fe6t  doth  not, 
Ike  the  bed  and  primitive  ones,  feek  to 
grow  great  by  obeying  and  fuflfering,  but 
arc  eafily  drawn  into  rebellion,  and  main- 
tain their  mifchiefs  by  (heading  blood. 
Sicily  is  fiiU  of  youths,  whom  ibmedmes 
levity,  poverty,  and  the  love  of  arms, 
inftigate  to  atchievc  feme  exploit,  and 
they,  not  regarding  right  or  honour,  will 
join  with  the  faftion,  and  will  bear  artas, 
though  it  were  againft  the  gods,  and  the 
happinefs  of  all  human  kind.  In  like 
manner,  when  there  is  a  war,  in  hope  of 
fpoil  and  plunder,  they  will  join  thcm- 
felves  to  the  hypcrephanii,  who  in  peace 
would  renounce  them  ;  and  the  king,  by 
making  war  againft  them,  creates  more  new 
delinquents  than  he  can  cut  off  old  ones.*^ 

«  Muft 
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*'  Muft  then  this  bane  of  the  kingdom 

(faid  Archotnbrotus)  be  fufFered  ?    While 

the  venom  fpreads,  muft  you  (land  looking 

on  till  all  the   infeftcd  members  are  dc- 

ftroyed  ?  .  Sujely  no  phylic,  how  dange^ 

rpus   focver,   could  do  more  harm  than 

this  deadly  delay."     "  There  are  (faid  lb- 

buranes)  other  more  certain  means,   by 

which   Sicily  may  wafh  away  this  iiain. 

But  this  care  depends  upon  the  king ;  and 

we  hope  that  Meleander's  piety  and  care 

will   abate    the  violence   of  this   difeafe, 

when  once  the  civil  wars  are  ended,  which 

have  always  ftrengthened  the  Hyperephanii: 

tjiey  are  only  to  be  fubducd  by  peace, 

cafe,  and  a  happy  government,  when  they 

can  get  nothing  by  difturbances  to  beftow 

upon  their  feditious    affiftants.      In   the 

time   of  peace,    the   h^^ads  of  them  pay 

refpe6t*to  the   king,  upon  whofe  favour 

all  things  depend  :  s'nd  if  he  treats  their 

doctrines  not  with  hatred  but  contempt, 

he  may  by  that  method,  more   effeftually 

than  by  war,  bring  the  nobles  to  a  different 

way  of  thinking  j  and  if  they  are  afhamed 

to 
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to  abjure  their  fed,    they  will  at  leafl: 
otherwife  provide  for  their  children,  and 
bring  them  up  under  fuch  matters  as  fliall 
inftruft  them  in  the  old  religion,  and  fo 
open  the  way  to  their  favour  and  prefer- 
ment at  court.     Thofe  who  prefer  their 
prejudices  to  reafon   and  the  cuftom  of 
their  anceftors,  will  be  overcome  by  this 
way,  being  excluded  from  honours  and  the 
hopes  of  preferment ;  and  this  muft  not 
be  done  by  edidts,  which  txcite  murmur- 
ings,  but  by  the  difcretion  of  the  prince, 
not  allowing  them  any  fliare  in  the  public 
offices,  nor  fuffering  them  to  ftray  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  laws^.    In  all  other  things, 
let  him  be  gentle  to  them,  and  by  his  kind 
and  familiar  treatment,  fhew  himfelf  fuch 
a  one  as  is  moft  worthy  to  be  obeyed  j  for 
many  of  them,    Archombrotus,   do  not 
err  of   themfelves,  but  by  the  fault  of 
their  education,  and  therefore  by  care  may 
be  reclaimed* 

*'  By  thefc  flow  remedies  thefincwsand 
ftrength  of  the  Hyperephanii  will  be  cut 
in  pieces,    and  themfelves  reconciled  to 

their 
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their  country.  But  thefe  defigns  are  only 
fit  for  a  time  of  peace,  which  I  pray  the 
gods  to  reftore  to  Sicily,  and  not  fufFer 
Lycogcnes's  fadtion  to  be  ftrcngthened  by 
thefe  fedtaries;  for  I  think  he  will  not 
embrace  their  religion,  which  would  make 
him  odious  to  all  the  reft  of  Sicily." 

When  Ibburanes  had  thus  Ipokcn,  he 
invited  Archombrotus  to  fupper,  and,  in 
the  way  of  friendfhip,  advifed  him  to  treat 
the  Hyperephanii  kindly  ;  for  as  the  times 
were,  they  were  more  likely  to  be  reclaim- 
ed by  affability  and  example,  than  by  a 
profefled  hatred  and  diflike. 
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CHAR    VI. 

The  plat  of  Erifthenes  againji  the  ki^g. 
Archombrotus  is  much  difiurbed  in  mind. 
Aprefent  to  Poliarcbus. 

AND  now  all  things  being  ripe  on 
Lycogenes*s  fide,  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed for  tlie  execution  of  their  defign  5 
it  was  in  the  midft  of  fpring,  on  the 
tenth  of  the  month  called  Thargelion. 
Erifthfenes  had  a  houfe  not  far  from 
Eiperdte,  with  a  foreft  full  of  all  kinds  of ' 
game.  Thither,  on  the  day  appointed, 
he  undertook  to  invite  Melean^er  and 
Argenis  to  a  feall.  If  the  plot  fucceeded, 
he  was  to  fecure  them  both  j  if  Meleander 
refiftcd,  or  called  for  affiftance,  they  re* 
Iblved  to  kill  him,  thinking  it  fulBcient 
to  have  Argenis  in  their  power;  but  if 
Meleander,  either  through  ficknefs  or  miC- 
truft,  fhould  that  day  keep  in  Eiperfte, 
then  Lycogenes,  with  an  army,  fhould 
fuddenly  affault  him  there.  It  was  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  for  him  to  be  at  Syracufa  on  thac 
day,  and  thither  all  his  faction  Nvefe  19 
come,  to  choole  him  general  of  the  com^ 
fnonweakh  againft  the  king.  Oloodcmut 
«Ub  was  to  come  thither,  with  the  troops 
he  had  raifed^  to  fupport  their  defigns^ 
An^l  they  believed  alfo,  that  nx>ft  of  tkt 
cities  would  revolt  from  the  king ;  fomc 
by  the  example  of  the  former  war,  and 
others  by  the  falfehood  of  the  govefrnqf s 
and  magiftrates,  many  of  whom  they  had 
corrupted,  and  others  that  were  inclined 
to  rebel. 

Thus  both  fides  had  refolved  upon  their 
ipcafures.  Melcander  defigned  to  fur- 
prife  Lycogenes,  and  he  to  enfnare  the 
king :  but  Argenis  was  opprefied  with  a 
double  portion  of  care,  for  the  ftate  and 
Poliarchus  ;  (he  therefore  urged  the  exe- 
cution of  thofe  refolutions,  ^vhich  the  king 
and  his  friend^  had  agreed  on  in  counciK 
A  prefent  was  tp  be  prepared  for  Poli- 
archus  ;  Arfidas  was  to  be  recalled  home. 
A  faithful  and  difcreet  perfon  Was  wanted 
to  manage  thefe  affairs^  No  man  but. 
^  VoL^  L  M  Archom- 
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Archombrotus  fufpefted  ihefe  fecret  cares 
of  the  lady;  but  her  concern  could  not 
efcape  his  obfervation,   now  wholly  given 
tip  to  the  tyranny  of  love,  and  grudging 
every  mark    of  regard   (he  beftowed  on 
Poliarchus,     Often  he  accufed  himfelf  for 
being   the  firft  advifcr  of  the  return  of 
Poliarchus,   and  fometimes  he  thought  of 
perfuading  the  king  to  the  contrary  j  but 
the  fliame  of  contradiding  himfelf,    and 
fear  of  difpleafing  Argenis,  reftraincd  him 
from  fo  ralh  a  refolution.     It  happened 
chat  he  went  to  the  king  whilft  he  was  in 
conference  with   his  daughter  about  the 
return  of  Arfidas  -,  and  now  he  was  indeed 
efteemed  by  Argenis,  for  the  fake  of  Poli- 
archus,  whom  he  had  fo  warmly  recom- 
mended to  the  king.    She  therefore  looked 
pleafantly    upon    him,    and  faluted   him 
mo  e  familiarly  than  ufual  •,   while  he  was 
fo  ftruck  with  hfer  behaviour,  being  igno- 
rant of  the  caufe^   that,    overcome,  with 
joy,  he  retired  as  foon  as  poffible  to  his 
own  lodging  to  recoiled  himfelf,  and  to 
recover  his  fpirits ;   where  when  he  had 

(hut 
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fliut  himfelf  up,  his  mind  wavering  be- 
tween hope  and  fear,  at  length  he  broke 
out  into  the  following  foliloquy. 

"  Am  I  then  fo  happy  ?  Pfath  my  firft  . 
facrifice  to  Cupid  made  him  favourable 
to  me  ?  I  faw  her  countenance,  I  obferved 
her  eyes,  both  exprefled  a  lively  joy  at 
my  coming.  But  ah !  unhappy  lover, 
fooliflily  to  indulge  fuch  hopes !  The 
gods  grant  not  fuch  bleflings  fo  eafily. 
Common  marriages  are  not  difturbed  by 
troubles  or  accidents  -,  but  Rovers  of  high 
birth  and  fortunes  are  ever  crofs'd,  that 
even  the' labour  might  enhan(!:e  the  reward. 
Oh !  may  1  be  deceived  in  my  fears,  and 
may  not  that  falutation  and  fweet  counte- 
nance of  Argenis,  which,  fo  raifes  my 
hopes,  forbode  my  ruin  !  Had  not  thefe 
figns  of  favour  relation  to  Poliarchus  ? 
Or  were  they  not  in  token"  of  gratitude 
to  me,  for  fpeaking  well  of  him  before 
the  king  ?  What !  did  (he  by  thefe,  requeft 
me  to  become  again  his  advocate  and  pro*v 
teftor  ?  Love  is  not  worth  fuch  a  facrifice ; 
no,  not,  the  love  of  Argenis!  I  will  not 
Ml  owe 
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owe  the  favour  of  Argenis  to  PoUarchus^ 
nor  ihall  fhe  be  indebted  to  me  for  him. 
■^Shall  I  be  the  means  of  another  man^s 
happineisy  and  labour  to  undo  myfelf  ? 
5ihall  I  be  cfteemed  for  doing  mean  and 
fervile  offices,  in  order  to  difpoie  of  Argenis 
to  another?  I  cannot  bear  the  thoi^ht! 
Yet  art  thou  deceived,  Archombrotus^  if 
thou  thinkeft  to  compel  her  to  love  thee  ! 
Love  is  gained  by  intreaty,  patience,  and 
obfervance.  Yet,*  do  I  mean  to  command 
Argenis  or  to  ferve  her  ?  Shall  I  fay  to 
her,  I  forbid  thee  to  love  Poliarchus! 
How  daring  and  ihfolent  would  this  be  t 
If  ftie  dcferves.  to  be  beloved,  fhe  will  love 
the  moft  dcferving  i  I  muft  then  contend 
with  Poliarchus  in  virtue,  in  glory,  and  in 
fsimt.  It  is,  therefore,  better  for  him  to 
be  prefent,  I  will  feek  out  the  caufe  why 
he  b  beloved,  and  by  the  fame  qualities 
aim  to  pleafe  her.  Whatever  he  doth  to 
gain  her  I  will  ftrive  to  exceed  him,  and 
if  I  cannot  fuccecd,  I  will,  at  laft,  diipute 
it  with  my  fword ;  it  will  be  eafy  to  find 
tui  occafion  of  quarrel  witli  hiin,  and  let 

'  ,      him 
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him  be  aever  fb  valiant;  k>ye^  fi31  morr 
powerful,  ihaU  ftrcngthen  mj  hand  ta 
conquer  him.  In  the  mean  tilne,  while 
we  treat  of  his  return,  it  will  be  cafy  for 
me^to  obtain  the  company  and  convcrfa- 
tion  of  Argents.  She  will  accuftom  her- 
&^1£  to  hear  me,  and  to*  believe  me,  and 
when  eftccm  is  firengthened  by  time,  it 
often  ferves  to  other  purpofes  than  thofe 
for  which  it  began.** 

When  Archombrotus  had  thus  ended  tl>e 
contenticm  in  his  mind,  he  returned  to  the 
prefencc  of  Mcleander,  where  he  fi>und  a 
ftefh  OGcafioft  of  vexation  and  refentment ; 
for  Cleobolus  had  perfuaded  the  king,  that 
the  prefent  to  Poliarchus  fliould  be  fent 
in  the  name  of  Argcnis.  ^^  She,  iaid  he.  Is 
guiltiefs  of  his  being  driven  out  of  Sicily,, 
and  next  to  yeurfelf  the  care  of  the  King- 
dom belongs  to  her:  bcfides^  he  will  un- 
derftand  that  your  rcqucft  i$  included  in^ 
hers  J  and  though  he  were  obftinate  to  us, 
yet  he  will  not,  fiircly,.  refufe  a.lady's  fa- 
vour." Meleander  warmly  approved  his 
opinion.  "  It.  only  remains,  replied  he,, 
M  3  to 
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to  chufe  a  prefent,  and  a  proper  meflen- 
ger  to  carry  it."  Timonidcs  was  a  valiant 
young  man,  and  a  faithful  friend  of  Poli- 
archus :  Argenis  firft  named  him,  and  the 
king  immediately  appointed  him  for  this 
fecret  embafly.  After  they  had  refolvcd 
upon  this  mcafure,  they  next  confidered 
what  prefent  to  fend,  A  Syrian  merchant 
had  brought  thither  many  curiofities  from 
India  and  Arabia,  the  unprofitable  com- 
modities of  a  vain  and  .luxurious  people. 
Among  other  things  was  a  bracelet  of 
woven  filk,  covered  over  with  precious 
Hones  of  various  kinds  and  colours ; 
placed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  reprefcnt 
either  the  fighting  or  the  chace  of  certain 
wild  beafts,  whom  the  hunters  in  one 
place  followed  with  their  fpears,  in  another 
received  with  their  javelins,  Thefe  gems 
were  of  high  eftimation,  as  well  as  the 
workmanfliip,  and  valued  at  fifty  talents. 
AH  that  faw  it,  admired  and  celebrated  its 
beauty.  . 
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.CHAP.    VIL 

Lycogenes  caufes  the  bracelet^  fent  to  PoS^ 
archiSj  to  iepoifaned.  The  means  he  ufed 
to  difcover  the  king^s  dejigns.  He  writes 
a  letter  to  Poliarchus. 

THIS  bracelet,  Ai^nisand  Cleobu- 
lus,    with  the  king's  approbation, 
thought  a  proper  prefent  to  fend  to  Poli- 
archus^ and  the  rather,  becaufe  it  was  port- 
able without^ny  danger  of  difcovery ;  for 
this  afBdr  was  to  be  managed  with  care 
and   privacy.     As  this  kind  of  ornament 
in  thofe  times,  was  worn  by  men  as  well 
as  women,  therefore  it  was  moft  proper  ta 
be  fent  from  a  woman  to  a  man.     Thtf 
king  before  this  fet  no  great  value  upon  it, 
his  mind  being  othtrwife  employed ;  but 
it  was  left  in  the  hands  of  Erifthenes,  who; 
as  treafurer,  was  ordered  to  fhew  it  ta  the 
jewellers  to  be   exmined,  whether  it  was 
worth  the  king*s  piirchafe.     Now,  left  any 
fhould  wonder  at  Kis   buying  it  fuddenly, 
M  4  the 
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the  king  called  for  the  dice,  and  lofing  to» 
Argenis,  as  they  had  before  agreed,  he 
fent  for  Erifthenes,  and  commanded  him 
to  buy  it  direftly  for  the  princefs,  as  cheap 
gs  he  could.  Erifthenes,  citlier  by  his 
pwn  diligence,  or  the  king's  ill  fortune, 
f\ifpefte:l  that  an  eiilbaijy  to  Poliarchus. 
was  intended.  It  was  thought  afterwards^ 
that  this  fufpicion  took  its  firft  rife  froni 
his  wife,  who  vifiting  Selenifla,  iifed  to 
throw  fOut  words  concerning  Arftdas,  to 
^[tifcqver  their  intentions  towards  him  and 
Poli^rchus:  being  an  artful  woniaD» 
taught  by  her  hufband  how  to  gam  Intel- 
ligencc  for  his  party. 

The  king's  commanding  Eriftbe«cs  tiy 
Jbuy  the  bracelet,  at  a  tinae  when  his  coffer* 
were  almpft  empty,,  incrqafed  his  fufpi- 
cions,  inlomuch  that  he  wi;ote  to  Lycpge* 
ncs,  that  he  had  reafon  to  thinks  this  pre- 
fcnt  was  defigned  to  purchafe  the  friend- 
ihip  and  afliftance  of  Poliarchus.  On 
which,  he  that  was  always  ready  for  mif- 
chief,  wrote  back  to  this  effeft :  that^  as 
Erifthenes  had  the  bracelet  in  his  cuftody* 

he 
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he  would   have  him  poifoa  it:  if  Pdli- 
archus  ihould  receive  it,  he  would  doubt*- 
kls  wear  it  on  his  arm^  and  when  it  grew/ 
warm,  the  poi£>n  would  operate,  and  pierce: 
by  degrees  to  the  vital  parts :  but  if  the 
king  fhoold  give  it  to  Argenis,  it  might: 
be  difcovered  time  enough  to  prevent  mif^ 
thief,   for  the   poifon  would  not  operate- 
immediately,  and  they  might  contrivei  to* 
give  warning  of  the  niifchicf,  and  gai&an 
opinion  of  exceeding   fidelity,,  by  laying^ 
all  the    blame-  upon  ^he  merchant  that^ 
fcldit.. 

The  poifon,  intended  for  tlw  purpofe-,^ 
was  kept  at  Erifthencs's  houfe,  where  they, 
had  prepared  it  to  take  off  feveral  of  their 
tfjemies.     The  Ephyriaas,  a  pec^le  fkUled; 
in  mixing  poifons  of  various  kiods,^  when^ 
they  brought  thither  a  colony  and  built 
.  Syracufa,  had  long  fince  taught  the  Sici* 
lians  this  viUanoKKs  art.     Meleander  him*^- 
felf  had.  been    attempted  by.  thia  way, 
thou^  by  the  care,  and  fidelity  of  his  fer* 
^iants^  carefully  examimt>g  his  clotheis  aad^ 
hi»diet^)ie  had  h]fcbertx>efcas>ed.  Erifthenes- 
NL  5  truftedi 
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trufted  none  with  this  fecrct,  but  he  him- 
felf  dipped  the  infide  of  the  bracelet  inta 
.  the  poifon,  which  being  of  foft  woven  filk, 
to  wear  next  the  arm  :  and  when  he  thought 
It  had  imbibed  the  venom,  he  carried  it 
in  a  box  to  the  king,  who  ignorant  of  fo 
great  a  villany,  ccwnmanded  all,  but  Ar- 
genis,  to  leave  him;  and  then  fent  pri- 
vately for  Timonides,  and  charged  him 
faithfully  to  execute  the  truft  he  was 
thought  worthy  of.  He  then  explained 
the  whole  bufinefs  to  him,  and  gave  him 
a  letter  to  Arfidas,  written  with  his  own 
hand,  to  this  effedt. 

"  Arfidas,  I  have  fent  Timonides,  the 
bearer  of  this,  to  you,  and  I  would  have 
you  credit  what  he  (hall  fay  in  my  name, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  you  heard  me 
fpeaking  to  you.  Whatever  he  (hall  fay 
or  do  I  will  ratify :  and  know  withal, 
that  the  fooner  you  return  with  my  gueft, 
you  (hall  be  more  welcome.    Farewell." 

Then  Argenis,  as  it  had  been  agreed, 
took  the  box  with  the  bracelet  out  of  her 
lap  :  «  Give  this,  faid  (he,  to  Poliarchus 

from 
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from  me,  with  this  letter ;  this  other  letter 
to  i^rfiJas."  Then  flie  gave  him  the  letters, 
but  not.thofe  flie  had  fhown  to  Meleander,, 
for  they  were  cold  and  formal,,  unfuitable 
to  the  aflfedion  betweea  her  and  Poll- 
archus ;  in  the  fealing,  (he  eafily  changed 
them  for  others,  more  expreflive  of  both 
love  and  friendlhip.  Timonides,  to  con* 
ccal  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  gave  out,, 
that  he  had  obtained  leave  of  the  king  to 
travel  into  Italy  and  Africa,  and  it  hap- 
pened luckily,  that  he  had  often  exprefied 
a  defire  of  travelling  among  his  familiar 
friends. 

But  Erifthenes,  ever  vigilant  in  trea^.^ 
cherous  defigns,  had  difcovered  fome 
things  and  fufpefted  all  the  reft  ;  therefore 
conjefturing  that  Timonides  was  fent  to 
Poliarchus,  he  ufed  a  fubtle  invention  to 
find  out  the  truth.  Among  his  depen- 
dants, was  a  young  man  fo  lately  come  out 
of  the  country,  that  his  face  was  unknown 
at  court.  He  ordered  this  youth  to  mount 
his  horfe,  and  to  ride  at  full  fpeed  after 
Timonides,  and  when  he  had  overtaken 
•M  6  .  bim> 
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him,  to  fay^  that  he  came  from  the  king, 
to  warn  him,  that  there  were  ibme  wha 
fufpedted  the  affair  of  the  bracelet,  but 
that  he  Ihould  on  no  account  difcover  the 
ifcret  to  any  man  in  Sicily,  and  therefore 
to  be  on  his  guard.  •*  While  you  fpeak, 
laid  he,  obferve  his  countenance;  if  he 
underftands  and  anfwers  you,  that  he  will . 
do  as  you  require,  leave  him  as  having 
|)erformed.  your  chargie.  But  if  he  feem 
ignorantof  your  meaning,  afk  his  name, 
and  when  he  tells  you  it  is  TinK>nides,  de« 
lire  him  to  pardon  your  miftaking  him  for 
another,  and  then  leave  him  as  foon  as 
poffible  ;  if  he  offers  to  detain  you  and 
ieem  inq^uifitive,  you  may  fay  you  are  a 
kinfman  of  Selenifla's,  lately  come  to 
court',  and  for  your  name,  take  the  ftrft 
you  think  of." 

The  youth  diligently  obeyed  his  direc- 
tions; failing  neither  in  cunning  nor  fuc- 
cefs  i  for  Timonides  hearing  of  the  brace- 
let, which  he  knew  to  be  fo  great  a  fecret, 
never  fufpefted  the  mart,  but  bade  him 
return,  and  acquamt  the  king  that  all  was 

fafe. 


THE    PHOENIX.       2j^ 

fafc,  and-  that  his  fwmcr  orders  were  fuf- 
ficieitt  to  make  him  guard  the  fecret  with 
all  poffible  care  and  difcretion. 

Timcmidcs  being  thus -deceived,  and  the 
king's  fecret  betrayed,  Erifthcncs  writes 
word  to  Lycogenes,  that  if  he  would  fur- 
prife  Timohides,  or  take  any  other  courfe,, 
he  muft  not  lofe  time.  Lycogenes  was 
yet  unrefolved  upon  his  next  meafures ; 
but  finding  the  king  no  longer,  dothfui' 
and  dilatory^  but  pfotting  againft  him,  he. 
began  to  fhow  more  rcfentment  than  con- 
tempt for  him.  At  length  a  new  defign. 
came  into  his  head,,  to  turn  the  infamy  of 
poifoning  upon  the  king.  To  this  end  (a. 
thing  that  none  could  have,  dreamed  of): 
he  refolves  to  folicit  the  friendfhip  and  afi- 
fiftance  cf  PoKarchus  himfclf.  And  ac*- 
cordingly  writes  to  him  after  this  manner  r, 

"  Lycogenes,  to  Poliarchus — Health*. 
How  much  you  have  becii  deceived  in 
the  choice  of  your  friends  and  enemies, 
this  day  fhali  difcover.  Purfuing  me  as. 
your  enemy,  you  have  valued  Meleander** . 
friendfbig.  much  moi'e  than  it  defcrved.. 

But. 
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But  wha(  is  pad  I  fhali  forget,  nor  accuie 
you  any  further,  than  to  excufc  myfelf* 
I  would  rather,  you  Ihould  know  by  my 
adtions  than  words,  which  of  us  two  did 
wrong,  in  hating  the  other.  Meleander 
knowing  your  wrongs,  and  fearing  your 
revenge,  hath  betaken  himfelf  to  unworthy 
pradices,  and  of  a  king  is  become  a  poi- 
loner  j  as  a  proof  of  his  penitence,  and  fa- 
.  tisfaftion  for  your  injuries,  he  fends  you  a 
bracelet  dipped  in  deadly  venom  !  I  defire 
not  to  have  credit  with  you,  but  upon  full 
jjroof ;  if  you  will  bind  this  bracelet  upon, 
the  (kin  of  any  creature,  if  it  die  not  in  a 
little  time,  I  am  unworthy  to  live  :  if  you 
be  wife,  you  will  compel!  the  bearer  of  this 
fatal  gift,  Timohides,  to  wear  it,  and  with 
it  the  death  he  ofFtrs  you.  From  hence- 
forward, you  may  thank  me  in  what  man- 
ner you  (hall  chufe.  If  you  continue  my 
pnemy,  I  (hall  not  want  means  to  revenge  it 
openly  i  my  arms,  counfels,  and  forces  ar^ 
ready.  But  if  Meleander's  treachery  (hall 
give  you  a  better  mind,  join  your  forces, 
with  mine  to  revenge  this  injury.     I  pro- 

mife 
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mife,  that  whilft  I  live, "  you  (hall  not 
^want  a  brother,  or  rather,  as  my  years 
will  allow  me  to  fay,  a  father.  Farewel." 

This  audacious  letter  he  gave  in  charge 
to  a  fervant  of  approved  truft,  with  orders 
tfiat  he  fhould  fo  diipofe  his  journey,  that 
he  might  be  with  Poliarchus  about  eight 
days  after  Timonides  was  arrived.  This 
was  eafy  to  manage ;  for  both  at  Mefllna 
and  Rhegium  he  might  enquire  the  time 
of  Timonides's  coming  thither.  His  mif-: 
chievous  intention  in  this  was,  that  in  eight 
days  time  Poliarchus  might  wear  the 
bracelet,  and  be  poifoned  by  it,  Thus^ 
if  the  letter  fhould  come. after  his  death, 
it  would  throw  the  afperfion  upon  Me- 
leander;  but  if  Poliarchus  Ihould  delay 
to  wear  it,  he  would  cfteem  himfelf  highly 
obliged  to  Lycogenes,  and  be  greatly 
incenfed  agaiaft  Mcleander,  whom,  tht$ 
difcovery  would  render  odious.  Befides, 
he  was  the  bolder  to  fpcak  reprpachfuUy 
of  the  king,  becaufc.  t^his  Jester  would  not 
reach  the  hands  of  Poliarchus  before  the 
time  appointed  for  th?  rc.voJt  of  the  conr 
jfpirators. 
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C  IT  A  F.    TIIL 

Lycogenei  excufes  his  aifemhig  bimfe^  from 
court..  The  advice  and  diligence  of  Cleo^ 
bulus.     Oleddtpms  and  Erijfbenes.  arrefiedJ 

ly^ELEANDER,    after     he    had 
J,VX  fent  away  Timonidcs,  was  whoHy 
intent    upon    enticing     Lycogenes    and. 
Oloodemus  to  coxtrt*     To  this  puiyofc^, 
he  fent  letters  of  invitation  to  them  both.. 
Lycogcnes*s  fchemes  being  not  yet  rips 
for  execution,  he  determined  to  obey  the 
fummons,  and  attend  the  king  for  a  few 
days ;    but   Oloqdemus,    after    receivings 
the  king's  letter,.  wouH  not  go  to  court. 
till  he  had  feen  Lycogenes.     When  they 
confulted  together,  it  feemed  to  them  very 
fufpicious,  that  the  king  fhould  fend  for 
theiTL  both-,    for  if  he  had  any   defigw 
agakift  them,  he  might  more  fafely  execute 
them  upon  both  together,  than  on  either 
fbparately  :    the  fafeft  way,   therefore^  ap- 
peared to  be,  for  Lycogenes  to  ex^cufe  bis 
abfence.  bgr  ieigning    ficknefs,    and;  for 

Oloodtoiu&i 
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Obodcmus  to  go  to  coilrt,  and  found 
the  king's  intentions :  fo  he  left  Lycoge* 
»es,  and  coming  to  Eiperfte,  he  fainted 
the  king,  and  wa3  admitted  to  fup  wicK 
hioi.  He  th€ti  <lelivered  l*ycog(?nes's 
ktter  and  excufcs.  Tbpwgh  the  king 
doubted  not,  but  his  ficknefs  w^s  a 
pretence,  yet  with  the  fame  diflimulatior^^ 
they  ufcd  towards  him,  he  aflkcd  many 
qucftions  concerning  his  dilbrdcr. 

After  fupper,  the .  king  lent  for  Cleo- 
bulus,  Eurimides  and  Archombrotus,  and 
aiked  their  advice,  what  was  to  be  done 
with  Lyc(^nes,  who  defpifcd  his  orders, 
and  with  Oloodcmus  and  Erifthcncs,  who' 
had  the  boldnefs  to  be  there,  knowing  their 
own  guilt*  Archombrotus  and  Eurimidea 
were  of  opinion,  that  nothing  Ihould  be 
attempted  againft  them,  till  they  had  by 
fome  ftratagem  tried  once  again  to  entice 
Lycc^nes  CO  coutt.  **  But  furely,  faid 
Cleobulus,  we  ought  not  to  fufFer  the  prey 
we  have  in  hold  to  efcape  us.  Do  you 
think  that  Lycogencs,  unlefs  he  were 
confcious  of  treaibii,  would  with  a  faMe 

pretence 
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pretence  of  ficknefs  have  put  an  afFrone 
upon  the  king  ?  May  the  gods  order  all 
things  for  the  bcft  !  My  advice  is,  that 
the  king  fend  another  fummons  to  Lyco- 
genes;  if  he  rcfufe  to  come,  I  would 
without  fcruple  treat  him  as  a  rebel.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  woufld  fet  a  guard  of  trufty 
men  to  watch  over  Oloodemus  and  Erift- 
henes;  but  with  fuch  caution,  that  they 
fliall  not  perceive  themfelves  to  be  prifb- 
ners  •,  but  when  we  are  certain  that 
Lycogenes  will  not  come,  let  them  be 
proceeded  againft  according  to  the  law. 
By  their  puniihment  Lycogenes  will  lofc 
twa  of  his  ftrongefl:  fupports,  on  account 
of  their  wealth  and  followers ;  and  befides^ 
the  example  will  have  a  ftrong  effc&  upon 
the  minds  of  others,  who  will  refpeft  their 
prince,  and  remember  his  power  to  pu- 
•  nifh." 

This  advice  of  ,CIeobulus  was  approved 
by  all  the  reft,  and  the  next  day, the  king 
wrote  to.  Lycogenes  to  come,  mingling 
authority  with  intreaties  -,  but  he,  growing 
ftill  more  fulpicious,  not  only  refufcd  to 

obL7, 
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obey,  but  lent  a  private  meiTage  to  Oloo- 
demus  and  Erifthenes,  advifing  theni 
direftly  to  leave  the  court,  for  that  the 
king's  favour  was  both  deceitful  and  dan- 
gerous :  beiide,  it  was  become  neceflary 
to  (hew  themfelves,  as  the  time  appointed 
for  the  war  to  break  out  was  near  at  hand. 
Neither  of  them  flighted  the  notice  of 
Lycogenes,  but  they  could  not  elude 
the  vigilance  of  Cleobulus,  as  he  had  cor- 
rupted two  of  Erifthenes's  fervants,  wlio 
gave  him  information  of  all  their  mailer's 
Actions.  From  them  he  had  notice,  that 
horfes  were  to  be  in  readinefs  below  Eiperfte 
for  Erifthenes  to  efcape  in  the  night. 

The  king  was  exceeding  glad  to  have 
jheir  flight  charged  againft:  them  in  proof 
of  their  other  crimes :  he  therefore  gave 
Archombrotus  commiflion  to  take  them  in 
^  the  fad,  and  bring  them  back  by  force  5 
and  he,,  pleafed  with  the  charge,  took 
cfpecialcare  to  have  all  things  in. readinefs, 
by  the  advice  and  diredlion  of  Eurimides. 
It  was  certain  they  would  have  but  few 
attendants,    left  the  noife  fliould  difcover 

their 
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their  flight.  Archombrotus,  therefore, 
took  only  ten  ibldters  v^ith  him,  and  they 
Spaniards,  left  by  intercouile  of  langu^e, 
or  infeftion  of  the  faflion,  they  might 
favour  the  efcape  of  the  leaders  they  were 
to  iecure«  Thefe  flipped  out  of  the  caftk 
fcverally  without  fufpicion,  as  Archombm- 
tus  direAed  them,  and  he  followed  them 
foon  after :  and  all  took  their  ftation  in 
a  ruined  houfe  near  the  road,  by  which 
the  others  muft  of  neceffity  pafs  fronv 
Eiperdte.  Archombrotus  hai  not  ftood 
long  at  this  poft,  when  by  the  light  of 
the  moon  he  faw  Oloodemus  and  Eriftr 
henes  coming  full  ipeed,  attended  oMy 
by  4:hree  fervants  •,  on  which  he  met  them 
with  his  file  of  foldiers,  and  thus  accofted 
them.  **  Whither  now,  Oloodcmus^ 
whither  go  you,  Erifthcncs?  By  the 
immortal  Jupiter,  this  looks  like  thci 
praftice  of  guilty  men !  Why  do  your 
thus  run  away  by  night  ?  Why  without: 
acquainting  the  king  do  you  leave  the 
court  ?"  They  were  fo  much  furprifed, 
they  could  not  anfwer*     He  therefore  ar- 

refted. 
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reHed   them,    and  bfocight  tbcm  back, 
trembling  with  appr^henfioA  of  tbiisfuddcQ 
mifchief.     He  then   delivq-ed  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  officers  called  Triumviri, 
who  were  to  keep  them  in  prifon  as  tray  tora. 
The   city  was  full  of  trouble  upon  this 
occafion,   and   the  next  momng  it  was 
told  to^  Ibburanes  and  Dundbius,  who 
then  by  chance  were  gone  to  the  temple  oif 
Apollo,  not  far  from  Panormus,  to  vifit 
Anccnor  the  chief  prieft,  who  was  a  man 
of  an  exemplary  life,  and  moft  pleafing 
converfation.      Hearing  the  report,    they 
came  with  all  fpeed  back  to  the  king,  who   , 
embracing  them,  informed  them  of  the 
whole  bufinefs^  "  So  may  the  gods  prefervte 
me  (faid   he)  as  I   will   make  examples 
of  thefe  two  men.     They  (hall  not  agairi 
defpife  and  iniult ,  my  clemency,  neither 
ihail  the  infolence  of  thofe,   who  infult 
me  with  faucy  libels,   frighten  me  with 
their  menaces.     See  here  what  a  fcroU  one  . 
of  my  fcrvants  found   this  morning  at  my 
chamber    door.        Dunalbius    took  .  the 
paper,  and  while  the  king,  fpoke  to  others 

prefer  t> 
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prefent,  he  and  Ibburanes  read  the  fol- 
lowing verfes,  which  excited  their  anger 
and  reientment. 

Rcftorc  thcfe  men  I  why,  tyrant,  doft  thou  threat 
With  feeble  fraud,  whom  war  (ould  not  defeat? 
Thefe  valiant  chiefs,  the  pride  of  Sicily, 
In  a  dark  fquallid  dungeon  slafl  not  die. 
R^flore  them,  or  no  reverence  (hall  withftand 
dfthycrown'd  head,  or  fcepter-bearing  hand. 
Or  ihort  Sydonian  cloak ;  the  vengeful  fieel. 
That  from  this  injur'd  land  thou  foon  (halt  feel  I 
The  earth,  the  hills,  confpire  againft  thy  head. 
To  crufh  thee  living,  or  entomb  thee  dead. 
That  even  now  thy  palace  does  not  blaze. 
Know  thy  prefervers,  and  our  flacknefs  praife. 
We  fpare  our  countrymen,  and  dare  thy  hate. 
When  they  expire,  thou  dieftc  they  arc  thy  fate. 
Confult  thy  fafety  yet ;  the  fatal  brand 
Not  furer  Meleager's  life  contain'd. 
At  lead  thefe  pledges  of  thy  life  preferve ; 
Or,  if  the  gods  permit  thee  to  obferve 
Wife  counfel,  yet  at  our  requeft  releafe 
Our  gallant  friends,  andpurchafe  fo  thy  peace. 
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C  H  A  P.     IX, 

^imonides^s  voyage.  Poliarcbus^s  JhipwrecL 
The  grief  of  Arjidas  and  Timonide^ :  their 
return  to  Sicily. 

WHILE  the  court  was  engaged 
by  thcfe  difturbances,  Timonides 
met  with  many  crofles  in  his  journey. 
After  he  took  leave  of  the  king,  he  fpent 
three  days  againft  his  will  at  his  own  houfe 
in  the  coitntry,  in  facrificing  for  the  good 
fuccefs  of  his  entefprize,  and  waiting  for 
favourable  prefagcs,  which  could  not  be 
obtained  before.  From  thence  he  went 
to  Arfidas's  wife  at  Meflina :  when  he  ar- 
rived there,  a  violent  ftoriti  raged  at  fea-, 
fo  that  for  four  days  together,  no  fliip 
could  put  out  of  the  harbour.  The  veffels 
which  lay  there  received  much  damage, 
and  were  obliged  to  be  repaired  before 
they  could  fail  from  that  port.  Timonides, 
at  length,  caufed  one  that  had  received 
the  leaft  hurt,  to  be  put  in  order  with 

all 
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all  fpcedj  and  before  the  fea  was  fuf* 
ficicntly  calmed,  he  ^  fet  fail,  '  fuftcring 
no  other  paflengers  to  go  in  her  but  him-^ 
felf  and  his  fervs^nts.  When .  they  had 
iailed  about  half  way,  they  were  (truck 
with  an  ill  omen  to  mariners^  the  (pe6tacle 
of  a  late  fliipwreck.  There  was  a  (hip, 
not  overturned,  but  overwhelrtied ;  for,  by 
rcafon  of  a  leak,  it  funk  downright*  The 
top  of  the  main>^maft  was  yet  above  water^ 
and  dreadful  to  fee  ^  A  wretched  mariner 
cUnged  about  it,  with  a  pale  and  death*^ 
like  countenance,  but  parched  with  the 
wind.  He  made  figns  with  his  head  and 
hand,  for  his  voice  was  drowned  by  the 
roaring  of  the  fea,  and  drew  their  atten- 
tion and  pity  for  him.  S<Mne  of  the  failors 
went  into  thel)oac,  and  as  he  caft  himfelf 
from  the  maft,  they  took  him  in  almoft 
ftiff  with  cold,  and  brought  him  on  board 
to  Timonides*  But  then  his  nerves  relax*^ 
ing,  which  extreme  fear  had  before  braced^ 
he  fell  ck>wn  on  the  deck  of  the  fliip^  and 
lay  there  as  half  dead.  At  length,  tc^ 
vising  by  the  fcetit  and  ts&c  of  die  wine 

they 
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they  brought,  he  recovered  by  degrees, 
and  as^^  foon  as  his  flrength  permitted,  he 
made  the  following  relation. 

**  My  country  is  Rhegium,  by  profef- 
fioa  I  am  a  pilot.     I  was  now  bound  for 
France,  whither  I  was  hired  to  carry  a 
moll   noble  gentleman.      I   faw  the  fea 
tempeftuous  and  unfafe,  for  the  clouds  were 
driven  about  with  uncertain  diredion,^  and 
was  unwilling  to  fail.      But   after  being; 
often  commanded,  I  weighed  anchor  and 
fet  out,  but  the  winds  continually  (hifting, 
put  U9  out  of  our  courfe,  till  at  length,  all 
at  once,  as  fcorning  our  (hip,  they  forfook: 
her,  and  there  was  a  dead  calm.     I  be- 
came now  more  fearful,  and  called  upon 
my  men  to  make  the  firlt  land,  knowing. 
this  calm  would  be  followed  by  a  tempeft. 
Accordingly  we  bent  our  courfe  towards 
Sicily ;  but  he  that  hired  the  fhip,  forbad 
ufe-to  land  m  Sicily,  and  drawing  his  fv/ord 
fie    threatened   to  cut    off  the  hand  that 
ihould  firft  pull  an  oar  that  way..   The' 
day  was  fpent  in  deba<:ing  whither  to  go» 
aikl  the  mi^on  arolc  with  fiery  horns,  fore- 

'.   Vol.  I.  N  tellin^r 
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telling  t!  e  ftorm,  which  came  on  fo  fud- 
denly,  that  -from  the  beginning  my  belt 
Ikill  was  of  no  fcrvice ;  wc  were  tofled  up 
and  down,  and  doubtful  what  the  winds 
would  do  with  us.  We  paflcd  the  night  in 
this  danger,  and  the  morning  threatened 
us  with  ftill  worfe,  for  on  a  fudden  the 
Ihip  (truck  upon  the  flats  -,  the  lea*s  vio-. 
lence  raifed  up  the  fahd  like  a  mount,  and 
the  prow  ftuck  faft.  Now  the  planks  were 
loofened,  and  we  with  oars  and  poles  got 
up  to  the  ftern  ;  when  the  gentleman  who 
hired  the  Ihip,  with  his  fervant  and  two 
failors,  got  into  the  boat,  and  cutting  the 
rope,  yielded  themfelves  to  certain  deltruc- 
tion.  They  were  by  the  ftorm  prefently 
driven  out  of  our  fight ;  the  waves  were 
high  and  ftrong,  and  the  poor  little  boat 
could  not  long  hold  out ;  neither  had  we 
leifure  to  grieve  for  the  misfortunes  of 
others,  being  ready  ourfelves  to  perifh, 
for  the  weather-beaten  fhip  could  no  longer 
refift  the  waves,  which  now  entered  at 
every  place.  Oh  !  ye  Gods,  what  a  fcene 
ivas  there  !  'How  dreadful  was  the  cry  of 
3  the 
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the  drowning  men,  when  the  fea  entirely 
covered  the  fhip  !  I  climbed  up  to  the 
top  of  the  maft,  wretched  as  I  was !  though 
I  climbed  only  as  it  were  to  delay  my 
death,  till  the  funken  fhiip  fhould  fall  upon 
her  fide,  and  the  maft  with  it.  But  the 
gods  favoured  me  above  my  hopes-,, the 
veflel  fupported  by  the  fand,  ftood  fo 
vipright  that  the  maft  prefcrved  me ;  it  is 
now  two  days,  that  I  have  with  a  fad  embrace 
held  that  maft  in  my  arms,  half  dead 
between  cold  and  delpair;  for  food  or 
fleep  I  have  not  once  thought  on ;  and, 
when  the  favour  of  the  gods  prefcnted  your 
help  to  me,. I  was  ready  to  let  gt>my  hold, 
and' fall  into  the  fea." 

All  the  Ihip's  company  liffened  to  him 
with  tears,  but  a  deep  fear  ftruck  Timo- 
nides,  -left  this  calamity  ftiould  have  hap-  . 
peqed  to  Poliarchus-,  the  paflenger  came 
from  Italy,  he  avoided  Sicily,  both  thefe 
circumftances  made  it  very  likely  to  be 
his  friend.  Full  of  perplexity,  he  inter- 
rupted the  feaman,  who  was  lamenting  for 
his  fellows,  and  relating  how  they  laboured 
N  2  to* 
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to  climb  up  the  rocks^  aod  how  the  cruel 
waves  bore  them  back  again  to  fea: 
**  And  who  (laid  he)  was  this  gentlcmafi 
whom  you  were  to  carry  ?  Was  be  a  citi- 
zen o(  Rhegium  or  a  flraager  }"  The  man 
anfwercd,  he  knew  nothing  more,  than  that 
Arfldas,  a  Sicilian,  who  had  an  eftate  at 
Rhegium,  hired  the  fhip,  and  accompanied 
his  friend  to  the  harbour.  Timonides  was 
now  ftruck  cold  at  hearty  he  covered  his- 
face,  and  went  down  into  the  cabbin,  that 
he  might  mourn  in  private,  commanding 
the  iailors  to  make  all  poflible  Ipeed. 
They  fbon  arrived  at  Rhegium,  and  he 
deiired  the  unfortunate  pilot  to  condu6t 
him  to  Arfidas.  It  was  noon,  and  Ar- 
fidas  was  laid  on  a  couch  repofmg  himfelf, 
ignorant  of  his  approaching  forrow.  When 
informed  of  his  friend's  coming,  he  leapt 
up  and  came  to  embrace  him,  receiving 
him  joyfully  and  hofpitably.  But  Timo- 
nidas  fs^luted  him  With  a  figh,  faying, 
•*  Ohi  my  Arfidas  !  what ,  is  become  of 
Poliarchus  ?  Unhappy  wretches  that  we 
are  !   Or  do  I  know  more  than  yourfelf  ?'* 

Thus 
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their  courfc,  fo  that  they  might  land  at 
the  port  of  Eiperfte.  As  the  winds  were 
variable,  as  is  common  in  fpring,  it  was 
feven  days  before  they  came  in  fight  of 
Eiperfte  ;  but  the  nearer  they  approached 
the  Ihore,  the  more  were  they  afflifted  : 
they  wiQied  the  land  they  laboured  to 
gain  were  further  removed ;  for  with  what 
countenance  could  they  be  th  meff  ngers 
of  fuch  evil,  tidings,  as  mull  make  them 
ever  after  be  looked  upon  as  birds  of  ill 
omeru  But  chiefly  Arfidas  was  affeAed 
with  an  additional  forrow  to  what  Timo- 
nides  knew  of;  neither  did  the  thought 
of  Meleander  move  him  equal  to  that  o£ 
Argenis.  Could  he  behold  her  dying. 
with  grief !  and  what  was  more  cruel  than 
to  be  the  meflenger  of  death  to  her  ? 
Would  fhe  not  upbraid  him  that  fufFered 
Poliarchus  to  go  to  fea  in  fuch  a  feafon,. 
whom  Timoclea  had  kept  fafely  in  the. 
midft  of  his  enemies  !  He  flood  in  fear 
of  the  princefs's  difpleafure,  as  being  to 
receive  his  fentence  from  her  eyes,  whether 
he  ought  to   live  or  die.     Neither  was, 

it 
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it  poflible  to  conceal  this  unhappy  e^ent 
from  hep ;  for  whatever  Meleander  knev 
muft  needs  come  to  the  ears  of  Argenis  y 
or  if  he  Ihould  be  fUent  to  hoth»  what 
could  Timonides  do,  whofe  grief  would 
not  fuifer  him  to  difguife  any  thing  !  and 
bcfide,  the  fervants  would  not  fail  to 
relate  the  tragic  ftory  to  all  that  woudd 
hear  it. 

In  the  midfl  of  thefe  fad  meditations, 
the  fhip  arrived  in  the  port  of  Eiperdle, 
and  fet  them  on  the  Ihore  of  Sicily.  Here 
they  firft  commanded  their  fervants  and 
followers  not  to  fpeak  a  word  of  what 
they  had  heard,  tiU  after  they  had  waited 
on  the  king ;  and  going  up  the  hill,  the 
way  that  led  to  the  town,  they  came 
within  view  of  the  c^ile,  when  (oh  the 
wonderful  mixture  of  good  and  ill  for- 
tune!) the  firft  man  they  faw  was  Ge- 
lanorus  walking  between  two  Sicilians^ 
with  an  eafy  and  chearful  countenance. 
Arfidas  firft  efpied  him,  and  pulled  Ti- 
monides by  the  cloak,  to  make  him  look 
that  way.   He  flood  awhile  with  his  hands 

extended. 
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Thus  faying,  he  fhows  him  the  pilot, 
whom,  when  Arfidas  faw, .  he  fuddenly 
apprehended  the  danger,  and  grew  pakr 
than  Timonides.  "  Haft  thou,fafely  landed 
the  charge  delivered  to  thee  any  where, 
demanded  he  of  the  pilot,  for  I  know 
that  you  could  not  reach  France  io  {o 
Ihort  a  time  ?"  The  man  apfwered,  "  You 
fee  in  me  the  only  furvivor  of  the  fhip- 
wreck  ;  my  yeflel,  fellows,  and  paffiingers, 
are  all  caft  away  in  the  late  furio\is  and 
mercilefs  ftormw** 

Arfidas  upon  hearing  this  was  utterly 
confounded  with  grief;  he  fighed  deeply, 
and  brought  his  mournful  guefts  into  his 
houfe  i  nor  could  he  (almoft  lifclefs  as  he 
was)  afk  them  any  queftions  concerning 
the  manner  of  the  fliipwreck..  Being  in 
private  with  Timonides,  he  did  nothing 
but  lament  the  hard  fate  and  mournful 
death  of  Poliarchus,  of  whom  he  exclaimed, 
that  the  world  was  unworthy,  and  ufed 
dH  fueh  exclamations  as  are  common  in  a 
frefh  and  raging  grief.  When  after  many 
tears,  Timoftides  aflced,  whither  Poliar- 
N  J  chus 
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chus  was  bouad,  ami  what  moved  him  to 
that  fatal  refolution  of  going  by  fea, 
Arfidas  anfwered,  "  Rhegium  w^  thought 
unfafe  for  him,  on  account  of  its  neigh- 
bourhood to  Sicily :  he  therefore  deter- 
mined to  go  to  France,  which  I  believe  is 
his  native  country,  and  from  thence  ta 
return  very  foon  to  us  ;  but  by  the  envy 
of  the  fates  it  has  happened^  that  the 
world  fhould  no  longer  boaft  of  a  marv 
fo  nearly  reaching  the  virtues  and  per- 
fedlions  of  the  immortal  gods."  Then* 
Timonides,  with  many  fighs,  related  how 
Meleander  flood  aflfefted  to  Poliarchus^ 
and  withal  (hewed  him  the  bracelet,  the 
now  ufekfs  gift  of  Argenis ;  but  his 
grief  would  not  allow  him  to  admire  the 
riches  or  workmanQiip  of  it. 

Having  fpent  the  night  in  forrow,  they 
both  r^folved  to  return  home,  left  Mele-.« 
ander  fhould  in  vain  expe6t  affiftance  from 
Poliarchus,  or  they  be  abfent  at  a  time, 
when  the  king  had  need  of  them  -,  for 
they  expe<5ted  that  by  this  time  all  Sicily 
was  up  in  arms.     They  therefore  direfted 

their 
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extended,  giving  fctr  breath,  and  unaHc 
to  ^ak  5  tnit  recovering  his  voice, 
*^  Are  we  -delAsded  with  phantoms,  or  con- 
founded with  ftrange  appearances-?  (faid 
he.)  Is  not  that  Gelanorus,  whom  we 
certainly  knew  to  be  Shipwrecked  with 
his  lord  ?"  Timonides  was  amaxed,  and  , 
without  anfwering  Arfidas,  he  ran  to  Gela- 
norus,  who  feeing  his  friends,  made  hafte 
to  meet  them,  while  they,  on  their  part. 
Hood  filent  with  aftonifhment,  and  did 
nothing  but  gaze  upon  him.  At  length 
Arfidas  eirciaimed  with  a  deep  ftgh,  <«  Do 
I  fee  thee  fafe^  Gelanorus  ?  Or  art  thou 
Oiily  a  ghoft,  come  hither  to  warn  us  to 
perform  thine  and  thy  mafter*s  obfequies  ?** 
Gelanorus  bad  them  lay  afide  their  fears, 
for  that  Poliarchus  lived,  being  marveloufly 
faved  from  the  ftorm,  and  fince  that  from 
pyrates ;  that  he  was  fcnt  from  him  to  the 
Jcing,  and  but  the  day  before  arrived  at 
Eiperfte.  They  then  began  eagerly  to 
queftion  him  concerning^  the  whole  ftory  ; 
but  Meleander  prevented  his  relation,  who 
feeing  them  from  a  window,  commanded 

thenv 
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them  to  be  called  to  him,  being  troubled 
with  doubts,  arifing  from  another  prodigy^ 
which  he  hoped  by  their  means  might  be 
explained  to  him. 


^bi  END  of  tie  flMT  VOLUME^ 


ERRATA. 

-Page  24»  for  fhburemes  and  DimalbiuXf  read  IbBm^ 
ranes  and  Dunalhius. 
32,  1.4,  for o» reader.     Line  5,  tdtm. 
73,  1.  24,  for  on  read  in, 
75,  1.  %y  after  >and  add  be.    Line  i8>  befojse 
permit  put  «p/, 

78,  1.  22,  {or  J) a£la!us  read  Dadaluu 

79,  In  the  verfes,  1.  14,  for /?/ read /g/f, 
164,  1.  5,   for  Aquili  read  AquiUi* 

.   167,  ior  further,  and /up fo/cy  read  and  further 
Juppcfe. 
179^  lathe  verfes,  1.  23,  for  ^r^o'sread  Jrgos*^ 


THE 

PHOENIX; 

OR,    THE 

HISTORY 

OP 

POLYARCHUS  and  ARGENIS. 

Tranflated  from  the  LATIN, 
By  »  L  A  D  Y. 

IN    FOUR    VOLUMES. 
VOLUME  11. 


LONDON, 

Printed  for  John  Bell,  at  his  extenfive  Circulating- 
Library,  near  Exeter- Exchange,  in  the  Strand; 
andC.  Etherington,  at  York* 
MDCCLXXn. 


CONTENTS 

O  F    T  H  E 
SECOND    ¥OmMEe 


BO  OX    n,    CHAP.   X. 

fbi  tfcape,  of  PoUarcbus  from  Jhipwreck. 
His  comiat  with  the  pirates.  Ajtrangt 
adventure.  The  letter  of  Lycogenes  found.. 
The  perplexity  of  PoliarcbuSy  and  his  voy^ 
age  to  Africa.  Page    jt 

CHAP.    XI. 

Poliarchus  arrives  in  Mauritania.  A  de^ 
fcription  of  the  queen* s  palace  and  gardens.- 
Her  aJffUSlion  for  the  lofs  of  a  cajket^. 
which  Poliarchus  reftores  to  her.  17 


f 

CONTENTS. 

CHAP.    XII. 

Palianbus  engages  the  mafter  t$  carry  Gela- 

"  norus  to  Skify.     Hir  generofity   to  the  1 

failors.     He  refufes  the  prefents  of  the  { 

queen  of  Mauritania,                            28  j 


1 


CHAP.  xin. 

PoUarcbus^s  Jtcknefs.     Gelanorus  arrives  in 
Sicily.     He  viftts  Antenor^  and  meets  Ni- 
copompus  and  Hieroleander^   who  inform.     - 
him  of  the  death  of  Aldina.  .         33  J 

CHAP..  XIV. 

^be  author^  under  the  charaSer  and  dejigrp 
.  of  NicopompuSy  explains  his  own  intention 
'  in  writing  this  look.  39 

CHAP.    XV. 

Gelanorus  prefents  Lycogenes^s  letter  to  the 
king.  Cleobulus  difcovers  the  authors  of 
the  poifon  in  the  bracelet.  The  examina- 
tion^  guilty  and  death  of  Oloodemus  and 
Erijlbenes.  .  49 


CONTENTS. 

C  H  A  P.    XVI. 

Lycogenes  endeofVQurs  to  refcue  the  prifontrs^ 
hut  failings  they,  prepare  for  war  on 
both  Jides.  62 

CHAP.    XVIL 

J  difpute  between  Nicopompus  and  an  ajtro-^ 
loger.  Cleobulus  advifes  the  king  to  re^ 
ward  the  man  and  difmifs  him  70; 

CHAP.     XVIII. 

The  preparations  of  Lycogenes.  The  fiege  of 
Enna  and  Catana.  The  uneqfinefs  of 
Argents  and  Archombrotus.  Gelanorus 
takes  leave.  The  taking  of'Enna^,  The 
art  of  Lycogenes.  82 

CHAP.     XIX. 

K^he  perplexity  of  Meleander.  The  king- of 
Sardinia  brings  ajfiftance  to  Sicily.  91 

C  H  A  P.     XX. 

Meleander  goes  to  receive  Radirobanes.  The 
joy  of  the  Sicilians.  The  jealoufy  of  Ar- 
chombrotus. 97 


CONTENT  S^ 

CHAP.    XXL 

Doubts  and  fears  arife  in  the  army  efLyc^ 
genes.  He  harangues  and  marjhals  his 
army.  Meleander  offers  pardm  to  all 
that,  will  lay  down  their  arms^  on  which 
many  af  the  rebels  return  to  their  duty. 

no 

CHAP.    XXIL 

A  difcourfe  on  the  bones  of  a  Giant ^  and  of 
the  Cyclops.  An  eruption  of  mount  JEtna^ 
and  the  taking  of  Anaximander.  Of  the 
antiquities  of  Sicily.  121 

BOOK    in.        CHAP.    I. 

S'he  enterprize  of  Lycogenes.  His  defeat^, 
and  death.  Archombrotus  brings  away 
his  head,     ^he  rebels*  overthrow.        133 

CHAP.     IL 

Argenis  comes  to  the  camp.  Her  various 
troubles  of  mind.  The  kings  celebrate  th^ 
funerals  ofthofejlain  in  battle.  150 


CONTENTS. 

C  H  A  P.    IIL 

fbifroc^nfer  the  viSory  \  tU  iingi*imfj 
iMa  EiftrSL  Tbe  grief  tf  Argms  for 
the  abfmce  of  PoUanius.  She  refohes  t0 
find  Archombrgtus  in  fearcb  of  him*     15  8. 

CHAP.    IV. 

A  cifuvirfiuim  hetween  the  king  and  Ck^ 
hdus  M  the  irouUes  ef  ibe  /a«r^  ^  th$ 
Ufi  means  t<f  quiet  them.  170 

CHAP.    V. 

Radiroianes  demands  Argents  im  marria^* 
Mekander^s  an/wer.  The  hng  if  Sar-- 
dini^s  conirivanca  to  eorriept  Silenifa. 
His  fuccefs  with  her*  183 

G  H  A  P.    VL 

fbe  cities  fend  deputies  to  the  king.  His 
clemency  and  care  to  gain  the  love  of  his 
people.  He  refufes  to  receive  the  Hypere* 
phanii  feparately  j  and  lijiens  to  the  advice 
efCkobulus.  194 


CONTENTS. 

CHAP.    VII. 

Selenijfa  betrays  her  lady* 5  fecrets  to  Radi' 
robanes.  She  tells  him  of  the  praSices 
of  Lycogenesj  and  of  the  education  of 
jirgenis.  404 

CHAP.    VIIL 

Seleniffa  relates  bow  a  young  fir  anger ^  called 
Theocrine^  was  recommended  to  her  fecrecj 
and  j^oteSlionn  21J 

C  HA  P^    IX. 

Seleniffa  continues  her  relation.    How  Tbeo- 

crine  was  received  into  the  caftk.     Of  the 

friendfhip  between  her  and  ArgeniSj  and 

,  the  treafon  of  Lycogenes.  .    224 

CHAP.    X. 

Selemffa  continues  to  relate  how  Lycogeneis 
men  entered  the  caftle^  and  forced  their 
way  into  Argenis^s  apartment.  The  valour 
iof  fbeocrine  on  that  occajion.  234 


CONTENTS. 

CHAP.    XL 

Selenijfa^s  narration  interrupted  by  Argenisi 
The  princefs  fufpeSs  her  fidelity ^  and  con-- 
ceals  the  coming  of  Poliarcbus  into  Sicily. 
The  return  ofGelanorus  into  Africa.  Po-. 
Uarcbus  cures  bimfe^^  of  an  ague  by  an 
extraordinary  method.  23  8 

CHAP.    XII. 

fbe  arrival  cf  Poliarcbus  in  Sicily.  He 
bears  tidings  which  affell  him  greatly^ 
Sends  Gelanorus  to  EiperSlCy  who  fees 
ArJidaSj  and  returns  with  him  to  Poli- 
arcbus. 249 

CHAR     XIII. 

Arjidas  comforts  Poliarcbus.  He  goes  to 
EiperHij  and  lodges  with  Nicopompus. 
Arjidas  gives  notice  of  his  arrival  to 
Argenis.  257^ 

CHAP.    XIV. 

Obfervaiions  ofDunalbius  on  the  flattery  of 
poets^  by  which  they  corrupt  the  hearts  of 

princes. 


CONTENTS. 

princes.     Argents  and  Selenijfa  dijfemble 
their  purpofes  with  each  other.  26^ 

C  H  A  P.    XV. 

"the  mtabig  ef  Argems  and  P^Harcinsi 
their  ^ommfati^n  i  their  jmd  r^fokftkn^ 
md  the  departure  ef  Pfkardm.         27 1 


ri«i)6c^^|»« 


THE- 

PHOENIX; 

OR,    THE 

H     I    S    T    O    R    Y 

OF 

POLYARCHUS  and  ARGENIS* 

BOOK    IL        CHAR    X. 

The  efcape  of  Poliarcbus  from  fhipwreck. 
His  combat  with  the  pirates.  Aftrangi 
adventure.  The  letter  of  Lycogenes  found. 
The  perplexity  of  Poliarchus^  and  his  voy- 
age to  Africa. 
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he  widi  Gelahorus   and  two  failors  went 
Vol\  II»  B  into 
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iQix)  the  boat,  as  the  pilot  had  r^lalsed. 
They  did  not  offer  to  row  againft  tfie  wind, 
but  only  with  their  oarjS  kept  the  boat  as 
fteady  as  they  could ;  fo,  being  carried  by 
th«  waves  rouiwi  the  pext  point  of  land, 
they  quickly  loft  fight  of  the  fhip.  After 
they  had  been  tofled  about  fomc  time,  the 
winds  abat^  and  the.  bpat  ftuck  faft  aspong 
the  rocks  in  fhallow  water.  They  "then 
leapt  into  the  fea,  apd  lighted  upon  a  firm 
but  uneven  footing ;  none  were  in  lefs 
W4ter.thafi.up  to  the  knees,  though  none 
above  the  middle.  The  land  was  far  off, 
no  ftiip  in  fight,  and  they  faw  no  way  to 
avoid  their  dgftfvflion.  yoliaichv*  w^uld 
have  ended  his  misfortunes  by  the  fword  j 
G^oams  ohoft  r^hrr  lo  .cowaniiij  himfelf 
ta  ri=i^  wav^$.v  th«  ^offt*  though  ^ut  of 
^l  ho^  of  lifc^  pe*;{«ad^  thewtp  jeeiBain 
upw  thQf«  roc.k5»  mA  Q5^e^-  tb^,  afiiftance 
of  nature  or  of  fortune. 
.  While  they  were  thus,  debafing  on  tbeir 
uncertairx  faj:e,  they  fa,w  at  a  diflj^y:^  a 
ftip  cofTed  by  the  waves,  and,  by  degrepa 
coming  itearer.  It  was  a  piratp^s  bark,^ 
.3  ftfOP& 
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ftrongi  and  well  fitted  tQ  refift  tl»e  vwiather, 
which  had  efcapcd  the  violence  of  the 
ftorm,  and  now  the  wind  fallings  it  begaa 
to  obey  the  helm.  The  pilot  well  knew 
of  the  rocks  that  lay  under  water  there- 
abouts. He  was  therefore  fteering  another 
way,  when  fuddenly  he  perceived  the 
wreck  of  the  boat,  and  faw  four  mea 
fianding  among  the  roc^s,  and  holding 
up  their  hands,' imploring  the  help  of  thofe 
who  pafled  by.  The  pirates  now  doubted 
whether  they  fbould  take  them  aboard, 
^r  what  fhouW  they  gain  by  their  kindnels, 
or  what  plunder  could  be  gotten  frona 
Ihipwrecked  men  ?  The  cruelty  of  their 
profeSion  hail  obliterated  all  humanity 
fiom  their  hearts.  Yet,  becaufe  many 
paflengers  keep  their  moft  valuable  efFedls 
about  them,  they  rcfolved  to  feek  for  the 
ipoil ;  and  the  fca  being  now  much  calmer 
tlicy  fent  out  a  boat,  which  rowed  foftly, 
for  fear  of  <la&iflg  upon  thofe  rocks,  and 
often  founding  the  depth  of  the  water, 
they  called  to  the  fuppliants,  and  bad 
them  -come  fiwrward,  as  near*  as  they  could 
B  ^  .  to 
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to  the  boat.  At  length  they  made  a  bridge 
v^ith  their  oars  from  the  boat  to  the  nearcft- 
rdck,  and  fo  took  them  all  in  fafely.  On 
feeing  Poliarchus  and  Gelanorus,  they 
were  amazed  at  the  beauty  of  their  per- 
fons  and  the  richnefs  of  their  apparel,  and 
whifpered  among  themfelves  that  this 
would  prove  a  rich  prize. 

But  as  foon  as  they  were  taken  out  of 
the  boat  into  the  bark ;  then,  no  longer 
diflembling  their  villany,  the  pirates  offered 
to  chain  them  as  captives:  at  this.  Poll-' 
archus,  ftruck  with  amazement,  as  at  a 
thing  incredible,  drew  his  fword,  and  thus 
addrefled  them :  "What  mean  you,  friends  ? 
What  quarrel  have  you  agairift  us,  whom 
but  now  you  thought  worthy  to  be  faved, 
at  the  hazard  of  your  own  lives  ?"  With 
no  lefs  eagerncfs  did  Gelanorus  catch  his 
fword,  and  put  back  his  fetters.  But 
when  they,  nothing  moved  with  their 
words  or  refiftance,  grew  more  outrageous, 
and  laid  hold  of  their  weapons,  Poliar- 
chus no  longer  ftaid  to  parley  with  them, 
but  inftantly   (heathed  his   fword   in  the 

body 
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body  of  the  man  who  offered  to  put  chains 
upon  him.     Gelanorus  having  difpatched 
another,  came  up  to  defend  his  lord  ^   then 
ftanding  back  to  back»    to  avoid  being 
furrounded,  they  faced  their  enemies  both 
ways ;  they  fnatched  up  the  broken  oars 
that  lay  upon  deck,  and  ufed  them  byway 
of  buckler  to  guard  their  heads.     The 
failors,  who  were  taken  with  Poliarchus, 
animated  with  fo  brave  aa  example,  laid 
hold  on  oars,    poles,   and  whatever  was 
near  at  hand,  and  took  their  part  in  the 
fighr.     Some  of  their  former  captives  were 
t)Ound  with  cords,  and  others  chained  ta 
the  oars  j  as  they  gladly  beheld  this  con« 
tention,  and  Poliarchus  pprc^eived  by  their 
looks^  that  their  wiflies  were  in  his  favour, 
he  thinking  their  help  would  be  of  fer- 
vice,  cut  their  cords  with  his  fword,  and 
encouraged  them  to  fight  boldly  againft 
thefc  villians  jthey  being  fetfree,  unbound 
their  fellows,   till  at  length  they  almofl: 
equalled   the  number  of    their  enemies* 
The  pirates  were  at  firft  only  thirteen,  of 
thefe  two  were  flain  by  Poliarchus^  and 
B  3  oqc 


0  THE    RHOENIX, 

one  by  Geknen-us ;  the  failons  and  eaptivcs 
encountered  five  of  them,  fo  the  odier  five 
^ere  upon  Poliarchus  and  Grfandrus ;  nor 
did  they  let  their  companions  fall  unrc* 
venged ;  one  of  d%e  fliipwreck'd  failors  they 
threw  owir-board,  and  one  of  them  ftr uck 
Poliarchus  with  ft  chib^   armed  with  iroii 
Jpikes,-  aiming  at  his  neck,   but  he  fud- 
denly  turning  his  head,  the  blow  fell  upon 
|iis  fide.    Had  not  his  coat  of  mail  warded 
the  blow,  what  infinite  grief  that  weapon 
had  caufed  to  Argcnis  ?  As  it  was,  it  gave 
kim  many,  but  not  deep  wounds ;  at  which 
Poliarchus  enraged,   wrefted  the  weapon 
from  his  al&ilanc,  .and  wkh  -it  dafhed  out 
his  bi^ns,   with  a  knid   and  undaunted 
voice  animating  Gdanorus  to  the  vi<9?eny, 
wlio  by  tlm  time ^  had '  fiain  two,    and 
ibaiply  piaeft  the  remainder.     Thofe  that 
fijrvived,  retired  fearfully  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  fla^ip,  where  the  freed  captives  were^ 
whoft  c<^urage  w«as  yaiied  by  the  fuccefs 
of  tketf  fiaeads  $    fo.  that  encloled  with 
tlieair  on  on^  iidid,    and  Gelanorus   and 
FaUa];€buS'Qa  the  other,  it  was  difEcute 

to 
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to  preferve  them  frOm  being  cut-  iri  pkcfes  j 
but  Foliarclvus  wa^  defkous  to  take  them 
alive,  and  referve  them  fiM-  a  juft  pumfli- 
ment  j  therefore  .  he  Caufed  three  that 
kneeled  for  mtrcy  to  be  tAktn  and  beKmd* 
And  iimidA  the  congratul^^m  of  ail  thofe 
whom  he  halddelivisred  fitKnthepo^^erof  the 
pirates,  he  was  infinitely  plea&d,  that  by  thii 
accident,  be  had  perforfi^ed  a  fervice  to 
mankind*  They  all  togethei'  haittd  hitn 
as  their  deliverer,  their  tutelar  Deity  !  fay- 
ing, that  he  had  fhewn  more  than  mortal 
power  and  courage,  in  the  defeat  of  the 
piratesj  afld  that  he  was  worthy  to  be  the 
patron  of  diftleficd  men  ih  all  parts  of 
the  world. . 

PolitTchufi,  that  he  ftitght  hdt  d^  * 
cowtefy  to  repent  6f  aftefWardSj  ^ntjuifed 
diligemfy  who  Was  «he  owhef  of  the  fhip^ 
whd  wm  t*«  i^ilcjt,  ^rtd  ffom  wfietice  i!h^ 
pii-^tc^  c^nfte  ?  Ohe  <tf  the  rften  M^&  ^a* 
cfewied  to  tfhe  dAfj  ttkd  oiitj  '*  t^bfeft 
etf  fiiwi^  WffoeV^  ffio*^  ai»t,  feRe  pif  6ti 
me !  This  Mp  1  bought  ^ith  my  owrt 
motacy^  I  had  chatg^  of  her,  boeh  »  tf>^rtej? 
B  4  and 
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and  mafter ;  trading  often  between  Africa 
and  Spain.  I  arrived  by  chance  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Boetis,  and  there  un- 
loading, I  took  in  a  freight  of  Spanilh 
goods,  when  thefe  robbers,  under  the 
name  of  paffengers,  brought  me  to  all 
this  mifery.  Left  their  numbers  fhould 
breed  fufpicion,  they  came  to  me  by  one 
and  two  at  a  time,  and  pretended  they 
were  bound  for  different  places ;  fome 
fbr  Adrumetum,  others  for  Clupea  and 
Utica.  We  agreed  for  the  paflage,  and  I 
being  ignorant  of  their  treacherous  defigns, 
received  them  on  board.  So  long  as  wc 
were  in  port,  they  pretended  to  beftrangers 
to  each  other  j  bur  when  we  were  got  far 
from  land,  and  many  of  the  failors  (as  is 
common  in  fair  weather)  were  fallen  afleep, 
they  fuddenly  ruftied  upon  us.  Me  they 
thruft  from  the  helm,  and  my  men  they 
feized  between  fleeping  and  waking,  arid 
chained  thei^  to  the  oars,  Ihewing  them- 
feivcs  to  be  execrable  pirates,  who,  of  pat 
fengers,  had  made themfelves  owners;  and 
now  ftcercd  their  courfe  at  their  own  plea- 

fure. 
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Aire.  They  had  fomeikilful  feamen  among; 
them,  and  inftead  of  goods  they  had  brought 
chains,  which  they  put  upon  us  alL  They 
afterwards  pillaged  feyeral  yef&ls  a(  fea» 
and  not-fadsfied  with  that  plunder,,  they 
often  put  on  (bore,,  and  c^ixin^icced  many 
robberies  by  land }  and  when>  they  had 
gotten  a  good  booty,,  would  bend  their 
courfe  to  other  fhores  to  a6t  new  viljaiwes^ 
Of  late  there  were  many  of  thern  three 
days  ojn  ihore>  and  returned  loaden  with, 
plunder ;  haying,  as  I  gathered  from,  thear 
difcourie,  robbed  the  queen  of  Maurita^ 
nia  of  fome  choice  ti^ealure^,  which. fhe 
efteemed  very  highly.'*  Pqliarchus  hearing 
tlus,  a&ed  one  of  the  pirates  .whom  he 
had  taken  prkbner,  if  all  thefe- things  were 
true  ?  The  man  by  his  filence  aiiented  ta 
all;  but  Poliarchus  urged  him  hardel!: 
about  their  laft  robbery,  whether  they  had 
pillaged  the  queen's  treafurcs,,  by  what 
fflcans  they  had  come  at  them,  and  where 
they  had  bcftowcd  them  ?  The  man  an- 
swered, that  the  report  of  her  rich  jewels 
^sd  drawn  them  to  this  exploit*/  That 
B  5  im 


^  th^  nigh^  fef^ft  of  tii€tn  ftodd  in  arm»» 
asc  if  by  ihe  q«wm^^  direltnon^  to  ftop  all 
inef>  fv^m  psiflHig  that:  way»  while  twa 
other*  with*  iron- cFows  brake  open  a-  win- 
dow, which  was  grated  with  bars  of  iron^ 
and  gained  admittance  :  ^«  When  we  had 
obtained^  c^p  deflres^  (added  he)  we  got 
away,  am)  belKii^  day-li^t  wem  got  out 
at'fea.  (9br' bootf  15^  yet*  unto»fched^  be- 
eauft  wo^nla^  haflo  from  thac>  cx)^,  a»id 
leon  aft»  tho fbonnr oveteocA  ua^  and  be- 
fides,  faring'  t4i^:  imfiem  of  the  fpeija 
.  might  occafio^  a-ooiitentioft*  arhoi^  us^  we 
agreed' tKylet"  it' reft^  tilt  w&  gomM  iharo  it 
m  peace 'imd  fcfetf /*  > 

P6Ni^hm-^then  ebmmandM  the  pkafe 
16  fbol^feftn^  %he  way  tcy-  thefe^  i^eife  ^  he 
wa^tnftde^  tho-hatdiesv  and^  opening  -  tAc 
€heft^  difpkyedc.a-gpea^  treafiire^  d}r  th€ 
i»o(b  parti  coa(iftit>g  of  jewek^  luch  ae  are 
iifi^  byi  th^'  ymjrn^n  i»  MdMiritanpiia. 

{Upon,  this  dUkssvet^  ffi^ioUu^  gaw 
MmiiBk^  up  to  tiiaught::  ift  fecmedt'af  if 
fortuiie  ka^ited  hurttOLanothcrcourft^V  the 
gods  croftd;  anddiofecwedilM^  \a0fage  may 

France  J 
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FrM(» }  th&  Aormr  h^  fbtmd  hkvA  fm\h 
iin  inKtidei  vo^r-age,  hei  Md  gdt  a  ihi|> 
i^bdfe  cnrvr  waft  wbUr  acquainted  wiii  tihe 
coaft  of  Africa,  ind  it  would  be  both  ia»- 
^biftke  and  crUeity,  to  coA«edl  from  tht 
ijuecn  the  recovery  of  ki$t  jewels^  "  Per^ 
hapS)  laid  he^  theg3ds  take  care  of  me^  and 
provide  for  my  glcwy,  in  difj ofing  of  n^ 
diffcrendjr  from  my  own  piu-pofes^  That 
hope,  which  under  the  aj^earance  of  a  pri- 
vate man,  I  conceive  in  Sicily^  .they  will 
not  have  mepurfue  by  the  poorer  andforc6$^ 
of  my  own  country :  that  I  m^ght  Aet  ow^ 
my  bappiuefs  to  my  couiiEry,  ftatiOHj  or 
birthy  but  to-myfclf  alone.  From  Africa 
I  can  eafiif  have  notice  of  the  affairs  of 
Sicily,  and  give  an  accpuntof  my  Qwxi 
proceeding  to  Argenis/* 

Having  at  length  reiblved,;  he  thus  Ipoke 
to  the  pirates:  "  I  think  it  right  and  ne-. 
ceflary,  that  the  gueen  of  Mauritaaia^ 
fhould  have  her .  treafures  reftored.to  Her,, 
arid  that  ybu,  the  \^ickedeft  of  menj  iIioul(f 
be  given  up  to  juftice.  We  will  therefore 
fleer  our  coUrfe  to  Mauritania,  leff'  you 
'  B  6  '^  flxoul^ 
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fliould  efcape  punifhment,  or  fome  inno- 
cent perfons  there  {hould  fuflfer  for  yoiH* 
villany :"  and  inunediately  he  caufed  the 
mafter  of  the  fhip  to  be  freed  from  his 
chains,  and  placed  at  the  helm  ^  the  reft 
that  were  chained  to  the  oar  he  would  not 
yet  fet  at  liberty,  for  he  ftood  in  need  of 
rowers  ;  and  befides,  he  would  not  put  it 
Jnto  the  power  of  men,  unknown  to  him,  to 
do  mifchicf  to  the  reft  -,  riierefore  ieeking 
for  the  keys  of  their  chains,  he  gave  the 
charge  of  them  to  Geknorus.  Yet  that 
they  might  feem  to  fliare  in  the  vidtory,  he 
^oke  to*  them  thus  :  "  Set  forward,  rowers, 
you  are  upon  the  brink  of  happinefe ;  only 
land  me  fafely  on  the  coaft  of  Mauritania, 
,and  fa  may  heaven  be  gracious  to  me,  I 
will  give  you  all  your  liberty  1  For  your 
own  rartibm,  I  require  only  this  fhort  and 
heceflary  labour ;  if  the  mafter  be  not  de- 
ceived, it  is  but  two  days  fell,  to  the  place 
that  will  end  my  voyage  and  your  cap- 
tivity.** 

The  rowers,  elated  withfo  great  a  h<^e, 
exerted  thcmfelves  as  if  every  man  were 

going 
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going  to  his  own  houfe,  and  the  dearefl: 
pledges  <^  it ;  but  the  mafter  told  Poli- 
archus»  that  the  geniqs  of  the  fea  would 
not  permit  dead  bodies  to  be  carried  in  the 
Ihip ;  it  was  ofienfive  to  the  iea-gods,  and 
this  unieafonable  piety  to  the  dead,  had 
often  cauied  jdanger  to  the  living.  There 
lay  three  bodies  on  the  deck,  of  men  who 
were  flain  by  the  pirates  in  the  fight.  Pa* 
liarckus  could  not  with  untimely  humanity 
oppofe  the  fuperftition  of  the  mariners^ 
he  therefore  excuied  himlelf  to  the  infernal 
gods,  for  calling  them  oyer-board;  pro- 
mifing  that  as  foon  as  he  was  arrived  iff 
Africa,  he  would  appeaie  their  gholls,  and 
perform  their  obfequies;.  After  this  they 
took  up  the  bodies  of  the  (bin ;  but  that 
nothing  might  be  loft,  they  began  to  fearch 
if  they  had  any  thing  c^  value  in  their 
pockets  :  two  of  them  had  only  a  -few 
pieces  of  coin,  but  the  third  had  alput  his 
legs  and  thighs  a  fwathing  of  broad  rib- 
bands, which,  when  one  of  the  failors  had 
taken  off,  there  fell  down  a  letter,  which 
had  been  put  there  for  fccrecy,  Poliarchus 

called. 


14        THE.    PHCEKIX 

called  for  it,  but  wHeifhe  icad  difc  fupoiv 
icription,  he  trembled  as*  at  fomt  moaflxr^ 
he  broke  the  feal,    Md>  coukir  fe«rcdf 
1)elieve  his    eyes,    ac^  fh«fe  '  Bvft  ^foids^ 
•*  Lycogcnes'  to  PollwxJhw*— He^h  1^*^ 
admiriDg  with  the  grtiacc^  a^niflimmt^ 
that  Lycogemfs  ihould  wnr^  to  him,^  and 
that  the  letter  fhdUk}^  by  fuch'  woiKtenM 
means  com6't6  Ms^  hatid^  !  He  ordored  the 
body  to  be  raiftd^  up^  ai»k  c^Ung^  Gefai* 
nonis^   bade  him  ^et^v^e^  and  tty:m  v^ 
memberthe  fece",  t^idt>  19:3»  nofc  mvsfa  ali 
fefdd  by  death  i  b^t it-was  noivoNder  they 
ftdisld'  AOt^  knew  hmtf  being  ah  c^fome 
f«lk>wt»   and  one  :0j^  Lyccf^wes^^  inftrior 
fervan^Srf    S^  after  dil^difeardifiirothrr 
letters  or  papers  about  hm^  they  caft  him 
bver-bdard,  uncertain  whether  he  was  a 
fHend^^r  an-  enemy.    This  wat  the  man 
Nvhom  Lycogeiies  bad  lew:  iiy  Podiarchiu: 
white  Timo«i5ci^sl''ftAy«d-  at  hip  fiisofe,.  i« 
had  ge«  befbre  Imif  P»idsbm§intaQef^ 
by  the  pirates,  vv9i  flmi^^m  the  fight -5.  a$ 
if  fortune  W€re  in  douUtir  ^hcthierf  thaf  xnsa^ 
cherous  letter,  oi^ght  to  be  delivQ*^. 

Poiiarchus> 
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'  Poliiirchus,  ign^miiH  of  this  plot;  vih^k 
he  mad.  the  letter  lesiQfed  agakbft  the  maf): 
o£  the  Ihi^  and  ttimkkd!  b^th  uirmjpd  aod 
amAtsnMce^  he^fluiddered  at  evei^  w«H\d» 
Mekamfer  was  charged)  witih  poiriuiin|^X.y«> 
0igeiiesiiuaiiieacQu&r !  Me^eandm  fougfac 
hss;  deaths  Lycogenes  JH^friiMflisp^  What 
was  thisibeaGefet  I  wbet^dte  flmuld^  Timo^ 
hideflkbe  knt  to  him  ?  He.  coidd  hmiij 
bdieve  he  read  the  letter,,  or  thaii  he  was>well 
awake.  A£ter  a  little  paufe,^  he  recoUeAed 
htmfeUi^  ,^nd  ue^d  it  over  ^airu  "  Same 
greaba&r  is*;aitha«i»  Gelan^oitus^.  (faidhs^ 
I  mver  fetired^  hyt^ogfn^'rmm  tiimi  nowv 
th^t  W,  tak<»t^cafe  of  my  fa&ty :;  i£  he  had 
lived  who^  wn^  ta^haye  bf<yightJ^  fttte^ 
'fi^  mighfi  halite:  ^ot  fem&  ligfiirfr«)m{htm^ 
Mw  hP>P  tafiiQd6yt  t)ie.'tr^hof  tbis^  I 
know^nat*".  . .  .  '.    .  ^  - . 

;  Tbea  hfrconlideirQd  with  htn^lf^. '  w'he- 
d>en  lA  wa^LOtcdibtey  that.  Mdeaikdtri,i  tuii- 
dftr5iQw<>f  Jfirfewyhii),,,  ih^viW  deftijttjfy  an 
innocent  man.  It  was  more  jt^cabk  Oo.  tbi^ 
difpofition  of  Lycc^enes  to  bely  the  king, 
than  to  the  king's  to  ufc  lb  deteftable  aprac- 

tice- 
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tice«  The  day  was  fpent  in  meditations 
of  thb  kind,  and  in  the  night  his  mind 
was  diftuibed  with  unquiet  fancies.  How- 
ever, after  many  opinions,  he  thought  it 
would  be  his  wifeft  courfe  to  fend  Gela- 
norus.into  Sicily,  with  no  letters  to  the 
king,  only  to  deliver  that  of  Lycogenes  to 
him ;  as  the  truth  would  be  thoft  eafily 
found  out  this  way,  fmce  Meleander  would 
be  exceedingly  troubled,  to  be  made  in^ 
famous  by  unfucceCsful  villany,  or  elife  t© 
fuffer  by  an  unjuft  fufpicion :  fi>  that  by 
his  words  and  countenance,  Gelanorus 
might  difcover,  what  credit  was  to  be  given 
to  this  information  of  Lycogenes.  Neither 
was  he  afraid  by  thefe  means  to  oflfend  Ly- 
cogenes; with  whom  (though  Meleander 
Ihould  deferve  to  be  efteemed  an  enemy) 
he  was  refolved  to  have  no  frieridfhip. 
• .  This  determination  was  ftrcngthened'by 
his  infinite  defire  to  write  to  Argenis,  ta 
whom  he  trufted  no  letters  but  by  A^da& 
and  Gelanorus. 
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CHAP.    XL 

Foliar chus  arrives  in  Mauritania.  A  de^ 
fcription  of  the  queerCs  palace  and  gardens. 
Her  affliSlion  for  the  lofs  of  a  cajket^ 
which  Foliar chus  rejiores  to  her. 

BY  this  time  they  were  come  within 
view  of  JLixa,  the  capital,  city  of 
Mauritania,  the  delightful  fituation  of 
which  drew  Poliarchus  from  his  melancholy 
thoughts;  The  river,  called  alfo  Lixa, 
fell  fo  gently  into  the  unrefifting  fca,  that 
where  they  met  there  was  neither  noife  nor 
foam,  only  a  difference  in  the  colour.  All 
fuch  trees  as  delight  to  grow  by  rivers,  from 
each  fide  of  the  chanel,  with  their  pleafant 
fhade  feemed  to  iport  upon  the  waten 
The  city  was  great  and  populous,  and 
wealthy  by  commerce.  It  ftood  (after 
you  were  got  a  little  way  from  the  fea)  not 
above  a  furlong  from  the  river.  On  th^ 
right  hand  from  the  fea  to  the  city  was  a 
hill,  the  moft  beautiful  in  Africa,  and 

upon 
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upon  it  a  country  houfe  called  the  queen's 
villa. 

The  queen  loved  to  retire  tKither,  when 
flac  was  opprefled  with  bufinefs  or  cares, 
and  after  fhe  was  refrelhed  by  Iblitude, 
would  return  chearfuUy  to  the  toik  of 
public  bulinefi.  It  happened  at  this  time 
that  fhe  was  there,  which  when  Poliarchus 
heard,  he  commanded  his  men  to  caft 
anchor  as  near  as  they  could  ;  and  left  the 
rowers  fhould  raiie  any  difhirbance  in  his 
abfence,  he  enquired  of  the  natives,  if 
there  were  no  officers,  to  whom  the  magi-» 
ftrates  had  given  charge  of  the  port  and 
rivers  5  and  prefeit tly  afer  the  officers  came 
to  Poliarchus^  to  whoni  be  %)o)oe  after 
this  manner.  ^  I  letfve  the  cliarge  ofdiis 
bark  to  you  •,  it  is  of  confequence  to  this 
country,  while  I  communicate  a  kcnt 
of  importance  to  the  qtseen^  which  it  h 
neccflary  fhe  Ihould  hear  from  mylBf-'^ 
Then  he  took  the  pirates,  asid  ordered  the 
chains  to  be  taken  from  then*  legs,  and 
put  about  their  necks  5  then  he  caufed  a 
cord  to  be  put  thmugh  sril  dteir  ftiacktes, 

and 
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arid  gave  it  to  the  mafter  of  the  ftip,  an4 
fenr  him  with  them  bcfoi^  him  up  the 
hill. 

Ppliarchvrs  himfcif  wuh  Gefenortis  fol- 
lowed them,  furveying  with  a  curious  eye 
the  bcftutiea  of  the  place,  whkh  rtte  late 
horrors  of  the  fea  rendered  tihe  more  pleat 
ing.  The  fituation  was  not  inckbted  » 
art,  but  to  nature  ody,  whofe  better 
judgment  had  anticipated  all  ftudied 
labours  of  defigri.  A  rough  and  natural 
afcent  to  the  hill,  which  the  queen  would 
not  foffcr  vo  be  altered,  ran  obliquely^ 
fo  as  it  feemed  rather  to  wind  about  thaft 
go  up  to  the  top.  The  left  fide  of  the  hiH 
was  covered  with  thick  fhrubs,  >whicfc 
with  their  different  ftiadcs  of  green  made 
a  delightful  variety  j  there  were  many 
litcle  hillocks  in  the  way  tiU  the  brow  of 
the  hill,  (haded  with  thick  trees,  rofe  fud- 
denly  to  a  great  height ;  on  the  right  fide 
were  pleafant  vineyards  and  gardens,  and 
at  the  foot  of  the  hiH,  whkh  made  a  femi* 
circle,  rich  meadows  clothed  in  chearful 
gr^en  ^  near  the  top  of  it  there  was  a  largd 
'  ,  .  plain^ 
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plain,  on  which  the  houfe  was  fituated. 
When  one  came  to  the  gate,  there  were 
ftill  more  beauties,  fuch  aspleafed  the  eye 
with  a  free  profpeft  of  the  country  to  a 
great  diftance.  Before'  the  gate  was  a 
fJlace  capable  of  containing  many  people, 
horfes,  and  chariots,  with  a  few  but  very 
large  trees,  under  whofe  Ihade  the  guards 
had  placed  ftone  feats  and  marble  tables. 

As  this  place  was  very  high,  it  fhewed 
the  windings  of  the  river  underneath  it, 
the  hills  over  againft  it,  with  the  villas  of 
pobility  fcattered  about  and  upon  them. 
From  the  right  fide  of  the  houfe  there  was 
aviewof  the  city,  with  feveral  afcents  in 
it,  and  the  public  buildings,  palaces  and 
temples.  If  the  eye  looked  beyond, 
mount  Atlas,  with  rugged  winter  and 
barren^  rocks,  hiding  his  head  in  the 
clouds,  would  delight  the  mind  of  the  fpec- 
tator  with  a  change  of  objeft,  and  with 
his  roughnefs  more  endear  the  prefent 
happy  fituation.  The  houfe  was  not 
large  for  a  palace,  but  it  was  greatly 
obliged  to  the   architect :  for  which  way 

foever 
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foever  the  wind  blew,  it  had  free  paflage 
into  it,  to  temper  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate ;  and  the  rooms  had  light  enough, 
without  being  offended  with  the  fcorching 
heat  of  the  fun.  There  was  alfo  a  garden 
of  no  great  extent,  but  worthy  to  be  the 
manfion  of  the  mufes,  and  the  refidence 
of  all  the  deities  that  prefide  over  plants 
and  flowers.  From  the  houfe  there  was  a 
gallery  into  it,  adorned  with  ftatues  and 
piftures,  where  the  queen  fometimes 
fcafted  her  nobility  and  chofcn  fticnds; 
The  left  fide  of  the  orchaird  reclined  over 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  both  the 
houfe  and  gardens  were  joined  to  it  by  a^ 
continued  ridge ;  that  place  was  adorned, 
with  a  beautiful  fountain  running  through 
the  trunk  of  a  marble  elephant,  into  a  bafon  > 
ofitonework;  but  the  right  fide  was  quite 
open  to  the  profpeft,  having  only  a  wall- 
breaft  high  to  keep  people  from  falling  ; 
and  they  who  leaned  over  it,  had  a  view 
of  the  fifliponds  underneath,  where  were 
kept  fifhes  of  many  kinds ;  and  the  queen 
often  took  pkafure  to  throw  bread  out  of 

her 
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her  £su'<3en  to  them,  and  fee  them  ibive 
far  it.     It  would  be  tedious^  to  particu- 
larize all  the  attempts  of  nature,   who  had 
ported  wkh  the  inequalities  of  the  place, 
and  the  beautiesof  thefituation;  the  variety 
ef  trces»   ckhcr  native  or  foreign  to  the 
country,  the  natural  and  artificial  caves 
and  grottos  yielding  clear  fountains  and 
Qool  ihades.    As  the  queen  loved  to  be 
pfivaie  in  tbeie  delightful  walks,  it  was 
not  allowed  m  my  men  but  the  officers 
of  her  faoufehold  to  come  withio  this  houie 
or  ^liolfiQis^  vit^bottt  her*  paricular  permif- 
fion ;  and!  aspm-ty  c^her  gu^r^  ftood  at  the 
gate.      Polkai^ciutYs   comiiig  up  ^with  his 
pri&HieiB,  tim  aSaaar  oonswjnded  him  to  go 
ha^^  and  with  a  military  freedom  qsiefti- 
oned  hinriy  who  be  was,,  and  whence  he 
canii:.  On  which  he  told,  tliem  his  buitoefr 
was  o£  s^Qnkqpetmb^  and  oould  only  -be 
cpmibusidcated  to  the  qidoen  heriiilf;     This 
was  reported  to  the  captain  of  the  guard, 
who  came  and  ipokt*  to  Poliarchus,  after 
which  he  informed  the  qiieen,  that  a  young 
gientleman  o£eKoeIietit  pcrfc»i  and  fuperior 

drefs 
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drda  and  Nhiaviour,  who  had  bnoughc 
ccrtam  prifotiers  witla  Um,  delired  to  be 
admitted  to  fpeak  to  her. 

The   fifteen  at   this  tkric   was   retired 
tim\m  not  merely  for  nccreaiion,  but  to 
iiid\d@e  h^  grief  in  this  folitude.    The 
caufe  of  her  iiurraws  bciag   that  certain 
robbses  kzd  farokftji  tntati  mom  where  Sie 
dcpofiied'  her  jtweb^  and  wkh  them  ochev 
tfeiifore».-af  great  bM  .fecret.  importaoce. 
It  was^  ndt  the  \(A  of  iior  .weakh  chat 
afiSd^di  hdr  I   only  one  little  cafket^  and 
titat  pofi'YQTjr  ricli^  which  thtt  oofaftsets  had 
f  ds^  w^sf  imtk^thfLTsA^  imfoA  her  fadncfa, 
aiidia]lxioii:bro»ghf: '  hov  1:0  ^psir..    This 
«llf«;  ft«i .  held:  deiirqr  than .  her  life  >  in  it 
w^SrQQfitaiafid  thfif^ie  og  b^  only  fQ%  and 
Sl^iloMr.cj^mpldiiifid  oljtbfi  gQd6,'>a5  if  ths)& 
h»d  g#rf  i«d  him  Q%«  to-  hii  funemt  .  Y^hsok 
ih^  1^^  told  «f  tb^  wrntngf  of  PQliaichtw^ 
flie  was  unwilling  tQ  receive  him,  aa  being} 
obliged  tCh  ufq  :fome  ceremony  ^  neverthe- 
k($9  ihe  commmded  Micipfa,    her  h^gh 
clwn^3a:Uin,  to  introduce  him :  being  now 
ieated  with  her  ladies  {landing  about  her^ 

on 
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on  an  ivory '  throne,  fupported  by  filver 
lions,  which  ieemed  oppreft  with  the 
weight. 

When    Poliarchus  came  in  her  fight, 
ihe  called  to  remembrance  her  abfent  fi)n> 
who  alfo  was  young  and  beautiful,  and  the 
thought  moved  her  to  favour  him.     He  on 
his  part  faluted  her  in  the  moft  relpcdiiul 
mannen     ^'  Great  queen,  (faid  he)  though 
the  lofs^  of  thofe.  things  that  have  lately 
been  flolen  from  you  may  be  of  little 
concern  to  you,  yet  I  thought  it  would 
be  accepftable  to.  fo  ju&  a  princefs,  that 
the  robbers  fhould  not  efcape  after  fo  great 
a  villainy,  and  go  unputiifhed,     I  hap« 
pened  on  them  at  fea,  by  the  dire£tioil  of 
the  gods ;   I  fought  with  them,  many  of 
them  were  (lain  in  the  ei^agement ;  three 
that  furviyed  I   have  brought  alive,    to 
receive  their  doom  from  you:   they  are 
now  at  your  gate.     Be  pleafed  to  fend  a 
trufty  pcrfon  with  me,  and  I  will  reftore 
all  that  they  have  taken  from  you,  which 
is  (as  they  tell  me  untouched)  kept  fafely 
in  my  Ihip/' 

The 
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The  queen,  who  was  Jlruck  with  fur- 
priie  at  6>  fudden  and  unexpedled  a  joy, 
with  female  impatience  kaped  out  of  her 
feat,  -and  holding  the  flranger  faft  by  the 
hand,  "  Oh,  thou  moll:  happy  of  all  mortal 
men!  ((he  exclaimed)  or  rather,  if  all  this  be 
true,  worthy  to  be  honoured  equally  with 
the  gods !  Bring  me  diredtly  to  thy  fhip  $ 
I  (hall  beft  know  the  things  I  moft  efteem,  . 
I  fhall  find  their  prey.  But  dp  not  think 
me  covetous ;  reftore  me  only  one  little 
calket,  and  the  reft  I  freely  and  thank«# 
fully  bcftow  on  thee."  So  faying^  fhc 
ihewed  Poliarchus  the  -way,  who  Won- 
dered at  her  eagernefs.  She  would  not 
ftay  till  her  chariot  fhould.be  made  ready, 
nor  wait  the  bringing  of  her  litter,  as  fhe 
was  drefled  in  her  private  habit ;  but 
haftened  forward,  refolving  to  fee  with 
licr  own  eyes.  Her  attendants,  accut 
tomed  to  obferve  her,  followed  her  on 
foot,  and  the  hurry  they  were  in  made  it 
appear  like  a  flight.  When  Poliarchus 
fheWed  her  the  pirates  ftanding  before  tlie 
gate,  fhe  faid,  **  Before  I  condema  others, 

YoL^II.  C  let 
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let  me  know  if  Fortune  hath  acquitted 
me."  As  (he  went  on,  all  her  court 
haftcned  after  her.  The  greateft  part  of 
them  knew  nodiing  of  the  buQncfs  ;  they 
flood  amazed,  and  were  the  caufe  of 
amazement  to  others.  The  rumour  foon 
fpread  to  the  city ;  but  with  uncertain 
conjeftures.  Some  faid  the  queen V  fon 
was  come  home,  others  that  he  was  dead, 
and  his  body  brought  in  that  fhip  ;  fome 
hit  upon  the  truth,  that  the  queen  was 
gone  to  lecover  her  ftolen  treafures :  but 
all  alike  made  fpeed  towards  the  river, 
prepared  to  rejoice  or  lament  as  their 
miftrefs  Ihould  fct  the  example. 

When  the  queen  came  to  the  fea-fide, 
{he  walked  over  a  bridge  of  planks  to  the 
(hip  i  and  when  Poliarchus  unlocked  a 
great  cheft,  and  fhewed  her  the  contents 
undiminifhed,  fhe  burft  into  tears  of  joy, 
crying  out,  that  now  at  length  (he  lived 
again  — now  fhe  was  again  a  queen.  She 
embraced  the  little  calket,  and  faid  that 
Poliarchus  was  v/orthy  to  have  divine  ho* 
nours  paid  him.    JHe,  with  a  modeft  fmile, 

(topped 
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flopped  her  praifes,  and  entreated  her  to 
forbear  them.  And  now  the  litters  were 
brought  to  the  fhore  ;  the  queen,  think- 
ing her  villa  too  fmall  to  celebrate  her  joys, 
commanded  them  to  return  to  the  city. 

She  then  leaned  upon  Poliarchus,  in 
order  to  do  him  honour,  and  being  led 
by  him  went  to  her  litter,  which  was 
carried  by  eight  men.  And  then  Poli- 
archus  mounted  upon  a  horfe  they  had 
brought  for  him  out  of  the  queen's 
ftables,  not  bare  after  the  manner  of  that 
country,  but  adorned  with  fuch  trap- 
pings as  were  ufed  by  their  kings  in  war 
or  hunting.  All  the  way  to  the  city  the 
queen  converfed  with  him,  putting  by  the 
curtains  with  her  hand,  and  a  throng  of 
Africans  attended  them,  whofe  eyes  were 
bent  upon  him*  After  they  came  to  the 
court,  fome  of  the  nobility,  by  the  queen's 
command,  brought  Poliarchus  to  the 
lodgijig  appointed  for  him;  and  being 
there  magnificently  entertained,  he  was 
left  alone  with  Gclanorus  to  take  his 
rcpofe, 

C2 
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C  H  A  R    XII. 

Peliarchus  engages  the  mafter  to  carry  Gek^ 
norus  to  Sicify.  His  genenfitj  to  the 
failors.  Fie '  refufes  the  prefents  of  the 
queen  of  Mauritania. 

AFTER  Poliarchus  had  recovered 
fr6m  the  fatigues  of  his  voyage  and 
the  trouble  of  company,  he  returned  to  his 
former  cares,  and  at  length,  refolvcd  to 
fend  Gelanorus  into  Sicily  ;  for  neither  his 
love  nor  the  obfcure  letter  of  Lycogenes 
would  admit  of  delay  j  and  he  thought  to 
remain  at  Clupea,  a  fea-port  in  Africa,  till 
his  mejfTenger  Ihould  return.  Wliilft  he 
was  writing  to  Argenis,  he  fent  for  t:x* 
matter  of  the  veflel  that  brought  him 
thither.  When  he  came,  ''  I  reftore  to 
thee  thy  ftiip,  and  whatever  was  taken  from 
thee  by  ^  the  pirates,  upon  t!>is  condition, 
that  thou  fhalt  carry  tjjis  man  (Gelanorus) 
into  Sicily,  and  from  thence  back  again 
to  any  port:  m  Africa,  that  he  fliall  chafe : 
at  your  return,  your  reward  Ihall  be  ready 
^and   certain.      Now  I  fhall  only  furnifli 

youf 
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your  Ihip  with  neceffaries  far  your  voyage ; 
out  of  the  rowers  and  captives  chufe  fuch 
as  you  think  are  proper  and  neccffary  :  I 
will  undertake  to  fatisfy  them  for  their 
labour,  and  I  will  diftribute  a  talent  among 
the  reft,  that  they  may  not  carry  poverty 
home  with  them.'*  The  mafter  called 
him  his  brd  and  patron,  and  was  furprifed 
at  his  bounty.  Proaufing  his  bed  fcr- 
vices,  he  was  fent  away  tp  make  ready  his 
(hip  to  fhil  the  night  following.  When 
he  carried  this  news  to  the  failors,  they 
were  fo  overjoyed,  that  he  was  in  danger 
by  their  rude  embraces  to  be  pulled  in 
pieces. 

Towards  evening,  the  noblemen  fent  by 
the  queen,  came  to  wait  on  Poliarchus : 
they  were  charged  to  let  him  want  no  kind 
of  generous  and  hofpitable  entertainment  \ 
and  from  his  conference  with  them,  he 
learned  fonie  intelligence  of  the  queen^s 
affairs :  that  fhe  was  called  Hyanifbe,  and 
had  fucceeded  her  brother  Juba  in  the 
kingdom,  above  three  and  twenty  years 
ago.  Before  fhe  came  to  the  crown,  (he 
had  beeo  married  to  Syphax,  one  of  the 
C  3  chief 
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chief  men  in  the  kingdom,  who  died  juft 
before  king  Juba  leaving  her  with  child. 
Some  months  after,  the  queen  was  deli- 
vered of  a  fon,  whom  Ihe  called  Hyempfal, 
who  by  the  favour  of  the  gods,  in  excel- 
lency of  perfon  and  endowments,  fiirpaffed 
even  the  wiflies  and  expedtations  of  his 
people;  that  he  was  now  departed  to 
travel  in  queft  of  honour  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, none  but  the  queen  knowing  whither 
he  was  gone.  The  Mauritanians,  who 
gave  him  this  information,  cunningly  fought 
to  difcover  who  and  what  he  was,  and 
which  way  he  was  going ;  but  he,  with 
equal  cunning,  eluded  their  enquiries. 
Being  afterwards  invited  to  fup  with  the 
queen,  he  fpent  fome  hours  in  her  prefcnce, 
being  no  lefs  refpefted  by  all  the  court, 
than  if  he  had  come  with  the  ftate  and 
attendance  of  a  king.  Supper  being 
ended,  when  he  had  taken  leave  of  the 
queen,  as  purpofing  to  depart  on  the 
morrow,  and  was  returned  to  his  apartment, 
there  came  in  fcveral  perfons,  who  covered 
the  table  with  all  kinds  of  riches :  there 
were  jewels  of  various  kinds,   fome  fet  in 

chains. 
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chains,  fome  in  bracelets,  great  (tore  of 
pearls,  and  excepting  the  little  cafket, 
more  in  value  than  he  had  recovered  from 
the  pirates.  All  thefe  the  queen,  as  the 
reward  of  his  merits  or  as  a  pledge  of  hofpi- 
tality,  prefented  to  Poliarchus  :  but  he, 
unaccuftomed  to  fell  his  courtefies,or  to  be 
bought  with  gifts,  praifed  the  queeh*s 
generofity,  but  declined  ^  accepting  the 
prefents  ;  faying,  that  fo  trifling  a  fervice 
could  not  deferve  fuch  rewards,  and^ 
belide,  that  fuch  ornaments  became  not  a 
foldier.  He  therefore  defired  them  to 
carry  back  thefe  things  to  the  queen,  to- 
gether with  his  acknowledgments  and 
cxcufe  •,  yet,  that  he  might  not  feem  to 
refufe  them  out  of  pride,  he  took  a  ring 
with  an  emerald  fet  in  it,  and  putting  it 
on  his  finger,  vowed  that  he  would  keep 
it  as  long  as  his  hand,  for  fo  had  the 
giver  deferved.  In  the  (lone  was  cur. 
Atlas  refufing  lodging  to  Perfeus,  who 
mounted  upon  Pegafus,  fo  held  forrii 
Medufa's  head  to  Atlas,  as  to  turn  afide 
his  face,  left  he  alfo  fhould  fliarc  the  effedts 
of  it.  Atlas  looked  as  difdaining  hi$. 
C  4  metamor- 
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metamorphofis^  his  luur  ftood  upright  as 
growing  into  a  wood,  and  in  bis  face  the 
change  was  apparent,  as  Qne  no  longer  a 
man,  and  not  yet  a  mountain. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  mafter  came  in,, 
and  told  him  that  the  wind  was  fair,  and  if 
Gelanonis  pleafed  lo  go  on  board,  thejr 
would  foon  leave  Africa  far  behind  theou 
Poliarchus  therefore  haftily  gave  him 
private  inftrud:ions,f  what  he  Ihould  deliver 
to  Meleandcr,  what  to  Argenis,  and  what 
was  proper  to  be  imparted  to  Seleniila^  to 
Archombrotus,  and  the  reft  of  his  friends. 
He  alio  ordered  him  to  enquire  what  the 
king  had  done  about  his  houie  and  furni- 
ture, whether  they  were  confifcated,  and 
who  had  the  pofleffion  of  them  :  as  from 
thefe  circumftances  he  might  difcover  how 
the  king  ftood  afFeftcd  to  him*  After  he 
had  performed  this  charge  in  Sicily,  he  was 
ordered  to  return  with  the  firft  fair  wind 
to  Clupea,  where  hfi  had  determined  to 
wait  for  him« 
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CHAP.    XIIL 

JPeUar^bus's  ^cknefs.     Gelantfrus  arrives  m 
.    Siafy.     lie  vijits  Antenor^  ani^tneets  Ni- 

copompus  and  Hieroleander,    who  inform^ 

him  of  the  death  of  Aldina. 

AFTER  tte  departure  of  Gelanorus, 
Poliarchus,  being  weary,  difpofed 
himfelf  toreft.-  When  he  was  in  bed>  his 
Ipirits,  which  had  been  kept  up  by  incef- 
fant  bulinefs,  now  relaxed.  The  wounds, 
which  he  received  from  the  pirates,  had 
been  neglefted,  and  were  fo  much  enflamed 
by  bodily  exercife  and  difquiet  of  mind^ 
that  a  fever  cnfued.  Hi$  illnefs,  the  next 
day,  was  fo  much  encreafcd,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  defer  his  intended  journey  5  and 
the  queen  was  no  lefs  alarmed,  than  if  her 
fon  had  lain  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs  :  for 
befides  the  obligation  fhe  had  received  from 
Poliarchus,  flie  remarked  his  virtuous  and 
generous  difpofition,  his  difcretion  in  con- 
verfation,  his  prudence  in  behaviour,  and 
above  all  a  prcfaging  impulfe  of  her  mind, 
had  wrought  in  her  a  moft  fincere  and 
C  5  hearty 
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hearty  affeftion  for  him.  As  foori  as  fhc 
heard  of  his  ficknefs  fhe  vifited  him,  and 
brought  her  phyficians  with  hcr»  The 
noblemen,  who  attended  her,  gave  figns 
of  great  xronccrn.  Gclanorus,  ignorant  of 
this  accident,  failed  with  a  fair  wind  for 
Sicily  ;  but  though  they  flood  fair  to  land 
at  Eiperfte,  he  chofe  to  pafs  by  that  port, 
and  to  put  in  at  an  obfcure  creek,  left  any 
of  his  men  (hould  be  known,  or  queftioned 
concerning  Poliarchus. 

Being  landed,  he  went  diredUy  to  the 
temple  of  Apollo,  not  far  from  the  fliorc 
towards  Panormus,  which  was  almoft 
equally  refpeftcd  for  the  fake  of  the  prieft, 
as  for  the  god  himfelf.  This  prieft  was 
called  Antenor,  who,  in  a  venerable  old 
age,  lived  free  from  icares,  and  happy  to 
his  wifhes.  In  his  youth  he  had  attained 
to  great  honours,  and  was  thought  worthy 
of  the  higheft  diftindions ;  but  being 
warned  of  the  nature  of  ambition,  by  ob- 
ferving  the  misfortunes  of  others,  he  chofe 
that  kind  of  life,  which  was  moft  fuitable 
to  his  genius,  and  dedicated  his  old  age 
to  the  fcrvice  of  Apollo,  who  loved  hin>, 
3  and 
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and  frequently  infpired  him  with  his  own 
wifdom  and  fanctity.  His  mind  was  fa 
fortiBed  againfl:  all  the  evils  of  life,  that 
nothing  could  difturb  his  chearfulnefs  of 
temper.  He  was  very  learned,  and  of  a 
livdy  and  pteafant  wit ;  befides,  in  con* 
verfatioh,  air thcfe  qualities  were  adorned 
by  the  higheft  integrity  of  life  and  man- 
ners in  this  moft  excellent  and  beloved 
old  man*  He  loved  Poliarchus,  and  durft 
venture  to  commend  him,  though  not 
yet  publickly  reftored.  Gelanorus,  know- 
ing him  to  be  a  moft  fincerc  and  friendly 
man,  turned  out  of  his  way  to  fee  himv 
He  found  him  lying  among  his  bcok>, 
(for  he  was  lame)  as  his  manner  was, 
wifely  and  chearfuUy  converfing  with  his 
friends.  While  they  were  engaged  in  the 
firft  compKments,  Nicopompus  came  in,, 
who  was  one  of  Antenor's  moft  intimate 
friends,  and  being  fatigiied  wkh  the  cares 
and  troubles  of  the  court,  fought  to  for- 
get them  awhile  in  the  converfation  of 
this  venerable  old  man.  Antenor  feeing^ 
-him;  alked  pleafantly,  whether  he  came  in 
pilgrimage  to  Pheebus  or  to  himfclf.  **  To 
C  6  boUi 
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both,'*  anfwcred  he.  «'But  who  is  thU 
other  pilgrim  that  feeks  counfel  of  Apollo  I 
Art  thou  here,  Gelanorua  ?  May  the  god 
propitious  grant  that  Poliarchus  be  nM 
far  off!" 

Gelanorus  thought  it  bell  to  pOAceal  th(t 
account  of  his  tnafisrfs  various  foitufiet 
and  prefent  intentions,  till  he  ihould  fii^ 
fee  and  acquaint  Argenis.  He  told  them^ 
that  his  lord  was  in  Italy,  and  that  he  was 
fcnt  by  him  to  the  king  from  the  port  of 
Baix. 

While  they  were  engaged  in  difcourfe, 
as  if  Fortune  meant  to  make  that  day's 
ha|)pinefs  complete,  Hieroleander  came 
to  the  temple.  He  was  fecretary  to  Ar- 
geni^  and  of  great  merit  in  himfclf:  he 
came  often  to  the  temple  to  vifit  Antenor; 
but  at  this  time  was  fent  by  Argenis,  to 
O^r  fupplications  to  Apollo  in  her  behalf* 
^hen  he  faw  Gelanorus,  and  had  em- 
braced him,  he  unawares  opened  the  way 
for  him  to  make  thofe  enquiries  for  which 
lie  came  into  Sicily,  complaining,  with  a 
look  of  concern,  that  Aldina  was  dead. 
Gelanorus,  touched  at  the  name  of  AI* 

dina, 
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dina,  looked  earneftly  upon  Hieroleander^ 
This  was  a  beautiful  little  bitch,  that 
Polwchus  ufed  to  be  very  fond  of.  After 
Poliarchus  left  Sicily,  Hieroleander,  by- 
order  of  Argenis,  fought  her  out,  and 
kept  her  carefully,  Argenis  not  chufing 
to- take  the  annual  herfelf,  left  Ihe  might 
be  fufpedked  to  iove  the  creature  for  her 
mafter's  fake.  This  creature  was  lately- 
dead  in  whelping,  to  the  great  but  fecrec 
grief  erf"  Argenis;  but  Hieroteander,  being 
ufed  to  her  company  and  fawnings,  took 
her  death  ftill  more  impatiently :  fo  that, 
for  _his  fake,  fhe  was  much  Ipoken  of  at 
'  court,  and  yet  more  fb  by  the  attempts  of 
feveral  fmall  poets,  who^  to  infinuate 
themfelves  into  his  favour,  ftrewed  the 
laurels  of  Parnaflus  to  grace  Her  funerah 

Gelanorus  conceived,  that  this  mention 
of  her  death  (though  he  wifhed  her  alive) 
would  anfwer  his  purpofe ;  for  from 
thence  he  took  occafion  to  enquire  after 
the  fate  of  his  lord's  efFedts,  and  who  had 
poflcflion  of  his  houfe  and  his  goods  for  their 
booty.  But  when  he  learned,  that  nothing 
was  taken  out  of  the  houfe,  but  overfeers 

were 
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were  appointed  by  the  king,  to  take  care 
cf  every  thing,  and  keep  all  for  his  mafter, 
and  that  Aidina  only  was  taken  away, 
that  fhe  might  be  better  looked  after,  then 
he  thought  every  thing  went  according  to 
his  wiflies ;  and  when  he  heard  that  Ar- 
genis  was  grieved  for  her  death,  he  was 
fatisfied  touching  the  caufe  of  her  kindneis 
and  grief,  and  willingly  hearkened  to 
Nicopompus,  while  he  repeated  an  epi- 
taph made  by  himfelf  upon  Aidina. 

Let  us   a  faithful  creature*^  obfequies, 
Deftroy'd  by  fate  ontimely,  iblemi^ise  1 
Oh  cruel  Venus,  whom  Aldina's  throes 
In  travail  mov'd  not,  nor  her  mailer's  woes  I 
Her  abfent  lord  is  to  Apollo  dear. 
And  thou,  his  darling,  muft  her  envy  bear ; 
And,  wanting  power  on  him  to  wreck  her  hate» 
The  vengeful  goddefs  caus'd  Aldina's  fate. 
In  peace  and  happinefs  her  life  fhe  led, 
BelovM  while  living,  and  lamented  dead. 
Long  will  we  mourn  the  fates  fevere  decree^ 
For  thofe  who  love  thy  mailer  weep  for  thee«. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

The  author,  under  the  cbaraSfer  and  defign 
of  Nicopompus,  explains  bis  own  intention 
in  writing  this  book. 

GELANORUS  commended  the 
verfes  with  the  ufual  compliment; 
and  then  changing  the  difcourfe,  left  he 
fliould  feem  uncafy  at  what  he  had  heard 
of  the  fate  of  his  lord's  goods  v  "  I  am 
glad,  faid  he,  my  friends,  to  hear  that 
Sicily  is  in  fuch  a  ftate,  as  that  you  have 
leifure  to  think  and  write  upon  fuch  trifling 
fubjefts.  From  whence  I  prefume,  that 
you  are  now  freed  from  your  former  dit 
turbances,  and  from  the  danger  of  a  civil 
war."  "Alas!  anfwered  Nicopompus, this 
is  but  a  time  of  truce,  with  which  we 
endeavour  to  beguile  our  afRitftions,  that 
we  may  take  breath,  and  recover  ftrength 
and  courage  fufficient  to  bear  the  burthens 
bur  fates  are  preparing  for  us.'*  Thea 
Gelanorus  began  to  enquire  more  freely, 
whether  Lycogenes  continued  faithful  ^ 
whether  the  peace  ftill  held  firm  j  or  if  the 

rebellion 
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rebellion  had  again  broken  out?  They 
then  told  him  that  all  things  were  in  a 
ftate  of  uncertainty  ;  that  Erifthenes  and 
Oloodemus  were  in  prifon  -,  Lycogcnes  up 
in  arms,  and  the  prince  and  the  people 
mutually  diliatisfied  with  each  other,  to 
the  ruin  of  both.  < . 

Then  Nicopompus,  whether  inflamed 
with  heat  of  youth  and  temper,  or  that 
often  beholding  the  mifchiefs  in  the  court 
and  ftate,  had  raifed  his  indignation,  began 
a  lojig  complaint,  not  only  againft  fortune, 
but  of  Lycogenes,  of  the  people,  and  even 
of  the  king  himfelf. 

"  How  long  (fl;id  he)  Ihall  our  paffions 
and  prejudices  ftand  in  the  place  of  reafon  ? 
In  the  mean  while,  we  take  no  example 
from  our  anceftors,  or  our  own  mifconduft. 
How  much  better  had  it  been  (I  Ipeak 
freely  to  you,  my  friends)  for  the  king  to 
look  back  to  his  predeceflbrs,  and  to  take 
warning  from  their  wifdom  or  their  errors, 
to  avoid  the  evils  we  complain' of-,  than, 
being  wounded,  to  fufFer  a  painful  cure. 
And  for  thefe  faftious  men,  .with  what 
pretence  will  they  colour  their  rebellion, 

which 
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which  has  fo  frequently  been  infamous  in 
former  jcimes  ?  Let  them  boaft  that  they 
do  it  in  fupport.of  the  commonwealth,  of 
that  they  will  Ihow  the  king,  the  right  way 
to.  ferve  the  gods,  and  to  rule  his  people. 
The  gods,  ib  long  neglefted  and  contemned^ 
will  not  avow  their  impious  arms;   nor 
will  their  country,  covered  with  blood  an4 
defolation,     acknowledge    their    fervices^ 
With  whatever  [^retejKes  they  may  palliate 
and  defend   their  wickednefs,  it  is   long 
fince  other  rebels  have  made  ufe  of  the 
fame  excufes.      The  gods  have  inBamed 
tAy  mind  with  an  infpiration  that  feems 
almoft  divine,    I  abhor  this  factious  fpmu 
I  will  fight  againft  it.     I  will  revenge  my 
lung  and  country.     And  that  you  may 
not  think  this  work  above  my  ftrength^ 
know  that  the  gods  have  given  to  me  the 
armour  and   weapons  of   learning  -,    the 
wounds  given  by  thefe,  fo  they  be  guided 
by  truth  and  moderation,  are  not  to  be 
reiifted  by  ilrength,  neither  are  they  eafily 
to  be  healed.     I  will  obey  this  powerful 
impulfe,  and  guide  my  pen  with  a  free 
handj   I  will  remark  wherein  the  king 

'    hath 
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hath  erred ;  and  then  will  I,  from  the 
hiftory  of  former  times,  fetch  another  to 
fave  him  from  fhipwreck.  Thus  will  I 
pull  off  the  mafk  from  fafUon,  and  dis- 
cover her  face,  and  fhew  the  people  what 
they  ought  to  hope  and  fear,  by  what 
means  they  may  recover  themfelves,  and 
by  what  methods  the  obftinate  and  per- 
verfe  fhall  meet  their  ruin.  Finally,  I  wiU 
not  conceal  from  my  countrymen  their 
errors  and  follies,  not  even,  if  thou,  my 
dear  Antenor,  fliouldft  perfuade  me  !** 

The  good  prieft  (hook  his  head,  and 
fmiling,  anfwered  him  ;  "  I  would  much 
rather  advife  thee  to  reprefs  this  paffion, 
for  to  whom,  and  to  what  end  wilt  thou 
write  ?  Wilt  thou  take  this  way  to  admo- 
ni(h  the  king?  furely  that  were  better 
done  privately.  But  what  a  manner  of 
advifing  is  this  ?  Suppofe  that  you  have 
obferved  him  more  attentively  than  others, 
would  you  therefore  add  to  the  diflike  that 
the  people  have  conceived  againft  him^ 
by  publifhing  his  faults  to  all  the  world ; 
what  greater  mifchief  could  his  worfl: 
enemies  do  him?   nay,  in  that  you   arc 

thought 
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thought  his  friend,  you  will  be  the  more 
readily  believed,  and  thus  do  him  more 
harm  than  all  his  enemies  together.     But 
you  fay,   you  wilPunmalk  faftion,    and 
difplay  her  to  the  people.     Out  of  the 
wifdom  of  part  times,  you  will  penetrate , 
into  the  counfels  of  the  gods,  and  foretel 
the  iflue  of  thefe  difturbances,   as  if  they 
could   be    frightened    at  your    prefages. 
Think  you,  that  thofe  men,  who  fear  not 
the  gods,   but  have  plunged  into  the  guilt 
of  rebellion,  and  are  already  in  arms,  will 
be  quieted  by  your  philofophy  ?  Spare  your 
pains,    Nicopompus !    for   this    kind  of 
wifdom  is  long  fincc  exploded ;  they  are  not 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  their  offence, 
nor  will  they  receive  warning,   who  defire 
not  to    amend.    But  fuppofe  you  could 
deliver  fuch  powerful  documents  of  wif- 
dom,  as  might  allay  the  pafTions  of  fuch 
as  would  hear  them,  as  fome  diforders  are 
cured  by  mufick ;  yet,  how  many,  think 
you,    would   find  leifure  to   read  them? 
You  would  be  read  by  fuch  as  prefer  rul- 
ing to  eloquence,  fuch  as  take  pleafure  in 
hearing  and  fpeaking  ill  of  the  great,  or 

clfe 


44  THE    PHCENIX. 

clfe  by  fchool  pedants,  who,  knowing 
iiothing  of  the  affairs  of  the  world,  take 
their  maxims  of-  government  only  from 
their  books.  Wilt  thou  write  to  fuch  men 
as  thcfe,  Nicopompus  ?  Wilt  thou  build 
thy  fame  upon  their  applaufes  ?  I  fay 
nothing  of  the  danger  that  is  incurred  by 
this  liberty  of  fpeech.  Thofe  who  feel 
your  admonitions  the  moft,  will  moft  hate 
you,  as  the  author  and  publifher  of  their 
infamy/' 

Nicopompus  paufed  at  thefe  objcftions 
of  Antenor :  **  Your  words,  divine  pro- 
phet, (faid  he)  would  ftrike  me  with  moft 
]uft  fear,  if  I  were  indeed  a  railer,  or  were 
blown  up  with  pride  and  feif-conccit,  to 
take  upon  myfelf  to  be  a  cenfurcr  of  the 
times,  a  vanity  too  common  among  us. 
Who  remembers  not  examples  enough  of 
fuch  as  feeking  appkufe,  have  met  with  pu-- 
nilhment  ?  But  far  different  is  my  purpofe, 
my  good  Antenor!  Know  you  not  how 
children  are  induced  to  take  phyfic  ? 
When  they  fee  the  medicine,  they  rejeft 
that  health  that  is  purch^fed  by  nauieous 
potions  J   but  thofe  who  have  the  charge 

of 
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of  them,  cither  qualify  the  bitter  draught 
by  a  mixture  of  fweets,  or  entice  them  by 
gifts  to  their  cure,  or  elfe  deceiving  them 
by  a  gilded  cup,  fufF.  r  them  not  to  lee 
what  they  take.     So  will  I  do ;  not  with 
bitter  words  calling  men  up  to  the  bar  of 
my  judicature,    to  anfwer  for  troubling 
the  commonwealth ;  I  eould  not  endure 
the  public  hatred,  refuking  from  fuch  con- 
duct :  but  I  will  lead  them  on,  with  fuch 
delightful  circumftances,  I  will  fo  circum- 
vent them  unawares,  that  even  themfelves 
fhall  be  pleafcd,  to  hear  their  own  follies 
cxpofed,  under  other  names  and  charafters." 
Antenor,  attentive  to  thefe  words,  defired 
him  to  explain  the  manner,  in  which  he 
would  conducl  fo  ingenious  a  fidion  ?    *'  I 
will  do  it  thus  (faid  he;)  I  will  conipofe  a 
(lately  fable,  in  the  manner  of  a  true  hif- 
tory;  in   it  I  will  fold  up  ftrange  events, 
I  will  fpea';:  of  armsT^bloodflied,    mar- 
Tiages,    and  pleafures  j    I  will  blend   all 
thefe  together  with  various  and  unexpefled 
/uccefles.     The  natural  curiofity  that   is 
ingrafted  in  men^  wilUnduce  them  to  read 
my  book^  and  tbty  will  come  the  more 
2  willingly. 


46^      THE    PHCENIX. 

willingly,  bccaufe  they  find  mc  not  a  harfh 
or  fevere  inftruftor.     I   will  feed  their 
.  minds  with  diverfe  contemplations,   as  it 
were,  with  a  fine  landfcape ;  with  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  danger  I  will  excite  pity,  fear, 
^and  horror  j  when  they  are  perplexed,  I 
will   calm   the  tempefts  I    have    raifed  ; 
whom  I  pleafe  I  will  deliver  from  danger, 
and  whom  I  pleafe  I  will  give  up  to  their 
evil  deftiny.     I  know  my  countrymen  ; 
becaufe  I  feem  to  tell  them  a  plealant  tale, 
I  Ihall  have  them  all :  they  will  love  my 
book  as  they  do  the  theatre,  or  any  pub- 
lic Ipeftacle.     So  bringing  them  firft  to 
relifh  the  potion,  I  will  afterwards  put  in 
wholefome  herbs*     I  will  draw  virtues  and 
vices,   and  both  Ihall  have  their  due  re- 
ward ;  while  they  read,  and   are  afFefted 
with  pleafure  or  indignation,   I  will  hold 
up  the  glafs,   and  prefent  their  own  image 
before  them  :    they   fliall  difcover  their 
own  errors  and  the  fame  of  them  ;   per- 
haps, they  may  be  afhamed  to.  play  any 
longer  thofe  parts  upon  the  ftage  of  life, 
for  which  they  feel  themfelves  juftly  re- 
prehended in  p  ^ablc.     And  left  they  Ihould 

fay 
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fay  they  are  traduced^  no  man's  charadler 
fhall  be  fully  drawn,  for  I  will  fo  difgiiife  ' 
them,  that  fome  part  fhall  entirely  dif- 
agree  with  the  perfon  who  feems  pointed 
at  -,  for  I,  who  write  not  a  true  hiftory, 
may  take  this  liberty ;  fo  fhall  the  vices,  . 
and  not  the  men  be  flruck  at.  Neither 
can  any  man  take  exceptions,  but  fuch  as, 
with  a  moft  fhameful  confeflion,  own  the 
wickednefs  there  expofed.  Befides,  I  will 
feign  names  that  fhall  perfonate  virtues 
and  vices  ;  fo  that  he  fhall  be  equally  de- 
ceived, that  would  wrefl  all  my  defigns  to 
a  true  relation  of  fads,  with  him  that 
would  have  nothing  allude  to  any  late  or 
prefent  tranfaftions." 

Antcnor  was  delighted  with  this  newly 
invented  kind  of  writing,  and  merrily  rub-\ 
bing  his  hands,  he  faid,  "  Bellow,  I  be- 
feech  you,  Nicopompus,  this  labour  upon 
the  commonwealth ;  you  owe  it  to  ybur- 
fclf,  as  well  as  to  the  age  and  country  we 
Jive  in ;  fuch  a  book  muft  needs  be  im- 
mortalized, and  make  the  author's  name 
glorious  to  pofterity.  Befides  the  infinite 
benefit,  in  laying  open  the  frauds  and 

praftices 
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praftices  of  wicked  men,  and  arming  vir- 
tue and  honefty  againft  them.**  Nico- 
pompus  replied :  "  Your  approbation, 
moft  holy  man,  is  both  my  encouragement 
and  reward  5  upon  your  authority  I  will 
proceed,  while  my  Ipirits  are  raifed,  and 
my  mind  is  warm  with  the  conceit.  I  will 
give  the  reins  to  my  imagination,  and 
pour  out  the  efFufions  of  my  foul  in  drains, 
not  unlike  the  raptures  of  poetry.  I  will 
direftly  weave  my  ftory  j  I  will  not  foi^et 
f  hee,  Gelanorus,  nor  yet  thy  noble  matter, 
Poliarchus."  And  fo  faying,  left  the  ardour 
with  which  the  gods  had  infpired  him, 
fhould  grow  cool  and  be  loft,  he  took  leave 
haftily.  As  foon  as  he  got  home,  fcarccly 
allowing  himfelf  time  to  eat  his  fupper, 
he  called  for  his  table-books,  and  even 
then  begun  his  moft  ufeful  and  delightful 
ftory. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

<3elanorus  prefents  Lycogenes^s  letter  to  the 
king.  Cleobulus  difcavers  the  authors  of 
the  poifon  in .  the  bracelet,  ^he  examina- 
tion^ guilty  and  death  of  Oloodemus  and 
Erijibenes. 

GELANORUSwas  exceedingly 
pleafed  with  this  defign,  for  what 
(thought  he)  fliould  Nicopompus  write  of 
Poliarchus,  but  thmgs  nobte  and  excellent. 
And  the  next  day,  when  Hieroleander  had 
facrificcd  to  the  god,  and  found  omens  of 
good  fuccefs,  he  left  Nicopompus,  who 
meant  to  (lay  longer  with  Antenor  in  the 
temple,  and  with  Gelanorus  went  to 
Eiperde.  When  he  had  told  Argenis, 
that  Apollo,  by  moft  fortunate  figns, 
promifed  her  all  good  fuccefs  ;  he  added^ 
that  he  found  Gelanorus  at  the  temple^ 
not  knowing  what  emotions  this  newt 
would  pccafion  in  that  lady's  mind.  She " 
quickly  apprehended  that  the  gods,  by 
fortunate  omens,  fignified  that  they  ap- 
Vol/II.  D  provcdi 
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proved  the  coming  of  Gelanorus ;  but 
her  joy  was  abated  by  a  doubt,  whether 
Gelanorus  was  come  without  Poliarchus, 
or  whether  he  himfelf  was  concealed  in 
Sicily,  and  fought  a  private  opportunity 
to  fee  and  fpeak  to  her:  flae  thought  at 
Icaft,  (he  ihould  hear  by  Gelanorus  where 
he  was,  how  he  did,  what  he  would  have 
her  do,  and  what  himfelf  was  about.  No 
fcfs  did  Gelanorus  dcfire  to  fpeak  with  the 
princers,  but  it  was  his  chance  to  meet  with 
Eurimedes,  and  as  he  could  not  conceal 
that  he  was  lent  to  the  king,  he  was  by 
him  brought  direftly  into  his  prefence  v  to 
whom,  with  a  countenance,  and  air,  neither 
proud  nor  yet  dejeded,  he  fpbke  briefly 
in  this  manner : 

*'  Poliarchus,  oh  king,  wifhes  you  all 
health  !  and  fends  you  this  letter,  written 
by  Lycogencs  to  him,  that  your  majefty 
may  neither  think  him  ignorant,  ,nar  yet 
believe  him  eafily  to  credit  all  that  is  tqld 
him  of  your  dcfigns  againft  him.**  After 
this  he  delivers  the  ktter,  which  the  king 
read  over  attentively  ;  he  was  troubled  at 
this  new  and  infamous  aiperfion  caft  upg^ 

himy 
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liiin,  add  fciit  kiftartdy  for  CkobUlus  aad 
Eurimedea^  to  i^lnifin  he  commumcatcd 
the  contents  of  this  letter*  They  could 
fay  nothing  more,  than  that  this  was  9t 
d^k  affair,  and  full  of  ^ootx  ^nd  daftgei% 
They  examined  Gelanor&$  ftri&ly^  firft 
wit^  intrcatiei,  and'  after,  with  meftaces^ 
y^t  they  could  not  difcover  any  thing,  by 
which  the  treajchery  of  Lycc^nea  co^iid 
be  ckarly  proved.  He  tokl  thfem,  as  the 
truth  was,  that  this  letter  was  found  among 
the  if>oik  of  the  man  that  was  flain,  and 
that  neither  he,  nor  Poliarchus,  knew  any 
more  q£  th^  Biatter.  "  Neither  do  I,  Ge^ 
l^norus,'  faid  the  king,,  fee  any  light  to 
giuide  us  through  this  dark  bufmefsw  Ar^ 
genis^  by  my  command,  did  fend  a  bracer 
iet  to  Poli^rchu^;  Timonides  was  appointed 
to  carsy  it^  but  of  the  poifon^  I  know 
nothUvg'r  nor  can  Iguefs,  how  Lycogenes 
Ihauklficome  to  know  any  thing  of  the 
bracelet;:  but  keep  this  affair  to  thyfel^ 
nor  let  any  one  know  what  thou  hasft  re^ 
veakd  to  me  ;  it.  (hall  be  the  care  of  the 
^gods,  and  mine  alio, .  to  bring  to  light  the 
wkkcdnefs  of  our  enemies.'*  He  thenr 
D2  «flced 
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diked  Gelanorus,  where  he  had  left  Poll- 
archus  and  Timonides  ?  who  afTured  him 
that  Poliarchus  had  not  leen,  either  the 
bracelet  or  its  bearer,  'Timonides  ;  whom, 
in  his  paflkge  from-  Rhegium,  a  ftorm  had 
driven  out  of  his  courfe,  and  tolled  about 
on  divers  coalls.  After  his  conference 
with  the  king  was  ended j  he  went  to  Sele.- 
fiifla,  and  as  loon  as  he  had  an  opportunity 
delivered  his  letters  to  Argenis,  and  told 
her  what  his  lord  had  given  in  charge ; 
chat  Poliarchus  was  in  Africa,  and  would 
ftay  there  till  Ihc  Ihould  determine  on 
what  their  affairs  required  for  both.  If 
there  were  need  of  arms,  he  would 
not  alone,  nor  as  a  private  man,  reuirn 
again  to  Sicily,  or  if  any  other  way 
fecmed  better  to  her,  Ihe  Ihould  command 
liim  as-flie  thought  proper  5  intreating  her 
in  the  mean  time,  not  to  fuffer  the  memory 
of  their  vows  to  be  impaired  by  ibfence  : 
adding,  that  he  would  accept  it  as  no 
fmall  proof  of  her  regard,  if  (he  would 
acquaint  him,  whether  or  no  he  were  truly 
forewarned  by  Lycogenes. 

Argenb 


THE    PHOENIX.        53 

Argenis  was  miich  afFefted  at  this  fear 
in  PoUarchus,  and  the  undcferved  reproach 
upon  her  father ;.  ftie  folemnly  affirmed, 
that  her  father  was  innocent  of  any  fuch 
intention,  that  PoUarchus  injured  him  by 
the  fufpicion  ;  that  if  any  fuch  thing  hact 
been  thought  of,  he  might  believe,  ihe 
would  not  have  been  more  backward  than 
Lycogenes,  to  give  him  notice  of  St,  Bnc- 
when  Gelanorus  fpoke  of  the  danger  of 
Poliarchus,  of  his  fhipwreck,  of  liis 
wonderful  deliverance,  and  of  his  farther 
conflict:  ^th  the  pirates,  fliU  more  dan-^ 
gnrous  than  the  winds:  and  waves ;  (he,  not 
able  to  bear  the  imagination  of  fb  many^ 
perils,  now  calls  to  Gelanorus  to  (lop — 
and  then  again  to  proceed —trembling  at 
every  word,  as  if  the  danger  were  ftill 
prefent,  and  inevitable. 

iTbc  king  was  all  this  time  under  great 
perplexity,  having  ,  continually  in  his 
thodghts  the  bracelet,  the  poifon,  and  the 
lener  of  Lycogenes*  *  He  had  been  tw6 
whole  days  ruminating  upon  this  biifinefs, 
when  Arfidas  and  Ti^onides  came  to  the 
court,  wh<rfc  firft  intention  was,  to  bring 
D  3,  news* 
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.news  (a9  they  believed)  of  Polwrcfato*^ 
ihipwreck ;  they  fuppofiog  Gekno^us  x» 
have  pcri&ed  wijDh  hithi  woi;  jun^saed 
at  the  fight  of  him  iiyiag :  and  being  i»w 
iiiddenly  feat  for  to  the  kimg,  tQ  koow^ 
n  t!;^y  CPitld  giw  any  information  coo^ 
ceming  this  letter  of  Lyc^£5^Si  Argcnk 
ai(b  v/as  prefeist,  «nth  Cleobiiikis  and  Ec^ 
rimede?.  They  giving  an  accouat  of  cbcip 
employment,  produced  the  box  with  the 
bracelet,  (he  caufe  of  fo  much  Miiea%e6« 
They  toldi  that  FoliancK^  ivas  depiaited 
from  Arfid**  befiirc  Tiioonidc^  canw  o^ 
Kheginms^  aad  that. being  deceived  bjr 
probable  reafons,  they  had  lamented  him 
aa  certainiy  loft.  When  Gebuionis  ;necc>* 
ing  them  here,  had  freed.tfaax)  from  do* 
^atr»  aflbring  them  diat  his  lord  was  giivc 
and  in  health.  The  king  then  cHhiei^ 
them  the  ktter  of  Lycogenes  to  PoTianchiiS) 
at  which  they  ilood  aftonifhed.  Biff  Cfeo- 
bulus,  fearching  moit  deeply  Into  cbeic 
things,  called  out,  <«  JLetus^fee  the  bface* 
let,  whether  by  the  linmg  untainted  We 
can  conyid  him  of  fal<hood„  or  if  by  bfc^ 
ing  infe(^e4)  it  gives  qolpur  to  the  agcu* 

fation.** 
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facion/*    While  they  handled  aiid  untied  ' 
it,   they  prefently  obferved  in  the  filk  linr 
ing,  greeni(b  fpots  of  a  dijferenc  coloun. 
**  Is  n6t  thisy  faid  Cleobulus,  the  poifon; 
^        of  which  Lycogenes  fpeaks  ?    But  let  ua. 
examine,  by  whole  means  thi^  prefcpt  is 
made  a  deadly  one.     Never  truft  any  con- 
jaflures,   Sir^  if  this  treachery  proceed  not 
'from  Lycogenes  himfelf  and  his  aflbciates  j 
for  Erifthjenes,  who  is  now  your  prifcmer^ 
had  this  bracelet  in  his  cuftody.     I  fup-^ 
pofe  that  by  his  diligence,  or  thefallhood 
x>f  fome  of  your  fervants,   he  fulpedted  thi* 
prefent  to  be  defigncd  for  Poliarchus ;  and 
k         fo  by  poifoning  the  bracelet,    fought  to 
take  away  his  life  and  your  honour  r  but,, 
by  the  favour  of  the  gods,  all  is  fallea 
out  for  the  beft»  and   thefe  traitors  are 
caught   in  their  own  trap.      Olopdemus. 
I  and  Erifthenes  we  have  in  our  hands,  and 

though  they  are  guilty  of  fecret  crimes,  we 
have  not  been  able  hitherto  to  convidt  them> 
of  fuch  open  villany,  as  fbould  fatisfy  the 
people  for  their  punifhment ;  but  if  this- 
f  treachery  be  proved  upon  them,  every  m^ti< 

I  will  give  his  voice  for  their  condemna- 

^  D  4.  tion.**^ 
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tion.*'  Then  the  king  commanded  Cleo-- 
bulus  to  try  and  lift  out  this  matter,  ac-* 
cording  to  his  own  judicious  conjeftures  ; 
but  he  alledged,  that  this  might  be  better 
done  by  Eurimedes,  and  briefly  infljuftcd 
him  how  to  manage  the  bufmefs. 

Eurimedea  accepted  the  charge,  and 
went  direftly  to  the  prifon,  where  Erifthe- 
nes  was  confined ;  and  (as  Cleobulus  had 
direfted)  from  the  door  fpoke  to  him, 
feeming  overwhelmed  with  grief:  "At 
laft,Erifthenes  (faid  he)  you  have  triumphed 
over  Poliarchus  !  he  is  dead  of  the  poifon 
with  which  you  infefted  the  bracelet.  But 
will  you  alfo,  like  Oloodemus,  glory  in 
your  mifchicf  ?"  At  hearing  this,  Eriftbe- 
nes  was  ftruck  with  furprife,  and  remained 
ipeechlefe.  He  readily  believed  what  he 
had  long  wiihed  for,  and  yet  his  con- 
fcience  was  wounded,  at  being  charged 
with  the  crime.  Why  fhould  he  farther 
tliflemble,  fmce  Oloodemus  had  confefled 
the  faft  ?  He  had  no  time  to  confider  of 
the  matter,  nor  to  recoUedt  himfelf,  for 
Eurimedes  urged  him  to  anfwen  "  It  is 
,wcll^  faid  he ;  let  the  fates  difpofc  of  me  at 

t^ieir 
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thrir*  plcafune,  it  is  enough  for  me  to 
have  outlived  Poliarchus,  the  enemy  of 
Sicily!**  The»  Eurimedes  taking  the 
matter  for  granted,  iGunningly  dived  into- 
their  fecrets,  till  at  length  he  mentioned 
the  treachery  of  Lycogenes,  who  had 
thrown  the  infamy  of  this  a<5Kon  upon* 
the  innocent  king.  Erifthenes  with  a  fmile 
acknowledged  the  contrivance,  and  Euri- 
medes foon  -after  informed  the  king  of 
his  confeffion ;  and  that  now  nothing  re- 
mained, but  to  draw  the  fame  from  OI06- 
demus,  and  then  to  make  ufe  of  the  evi- 
dence of  both. 

Meleander  rejoiced  that  this  treachery- 
was  lb  happily  difcovered,  and  commend- 
ing Eurimedes,  he  fent  him  to  Oloodemus^ 
But  he,  being  quicker  of  apprehenfion, 
when  he  was  examined  concerning  the" 
poifon,  afked  more  queftions  himfelf. 
Being  told  that  Erifthenes  had  confefled 
the  faft,  he  fuppofing  it  only  a  tricky 
anfwered,  that  he  did  not  believe  Erift- 
henes  was  guilty  of  fo  great  a  crime,  or 
if  he  were,  himfelf  had  no  hand  in  iu 
But  at  laft,  Eurimedes  overcame  his  ob- 
D  5  ftinacy 
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ftinacy  by  this  piece  of  policy ;  he  pUoed 
Olooderpus  in  a  cloiet,  fcom  wheivre  he 
might  hear  him  in  difcovurle  with  Etift* 
henes,  who  to  fhew  his  conftaDcy  of  fnind» 
denied  not  his  own  oifence,  nor  that  of 
his  accomplices,  till  he  jMX)voked  Oloode- 
mus  beyond  all  patience,  and  he  cried  our» 
"  Oh,  Erifthenes  !   thou  art  either  IboliGh 
and  unfit  for  any  truft,  or  elfe  a  traitor  to 
thy  friends  !"  Then  putting  back  the  cur- 
tain between  them,  he  called  him  the  rum 
of  his  friends,  faying,  that  he  deferved  to 
{ufier    alone   chat  punifhment  which  he 
had  brought  upon  oiany.    Erifthenes,  now 
too  late,  perceived  that  he  had  been  de- 
luded by  Eurimedes,  and  that  Oloodemus 
had  confefled  nothing;    he  theircforc,  ia 
fuch  langu^e  as  the  time  and  his  gnef 
altowed,  excufod  his  error  to  Oloodemus. 
And  how  this  affair  being  fully  difcbfed^ 
and  depofitions  taken,,  they  were  carrkd 
into  feparate  prifons ;   ^nd  the  day  follow- 
ing  w€re  brought  to  a  pubhc  tryal,  wheje 
the  king  allowed  all  the  peopk  to  be  pfe- 
knt^  left  the  faction  and  their  foUov^ra. 
0iOuld  traduce  Im  procciedings  aa-fioc  law«^ 
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ful  and  equitable.  Though  the  kiag  war 
affured  of  the  fidelity  of  the  Eiperftans,. 
yet,  he  ordered  a  guard  to  be  placed  at 
a  convenient  diftance  from  the  court  of? 
juftice,  that  in  cafe  any  difturbance  ihoukl. 
arife,  the  prilbners  might  eafily  be  con*- 
vq'ed  back  to  the  cattle.. 

The  people  being  fummoned  to  the  trial, 
by  a  cryer,  came  in  mukitudcs,,  and  the: 
king's  advocate  fpoke  to  this  efFedl.  **  That 
the  people  knew  how  dearly   the   king 
loved  them,    nor  did  he  doubt  of  their. 
afie(^ion.  to  him^  therefore  he  had  fum*- 
moned  them  to  this  trial,  that  bis  inJMrier^ 
might  be  redreiled  by  the  voices  and  ap-^ 
pfX)bation  of  his  loving  fubje6ts ;  and  that: 
they  might  bear  witnefs  to  the  juftice  of: 
their  punifhment;   therefore  they  Ihould. 
be  allowed  to  give  their  opinions  before  the. 
judges*     There  were  thirty  judges^,  who^ 
fat  upon  capital  cnmest  before  whom.the: 
pri(bners  were  brought..  The  king'iadvcH 
cais  laid  open,  point  by  point,  their  mao)^ 
and  heinous  offences,   in  holdings  corref* 
pondence  with    the  kiog's  enemies  >,  he- 
%oke  of  their  endeavimr  no^tk^p  hoai^^  * 
D,  6t  courts. 
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court ;  but  he  enlarged  more  particularly 
upon  the  poifon,  and  the  infamous  zfycr^ 
£on   thrown  upon   the   king.      Then  he 
produced  their  confefiions,  the  witneiles 
who  heard  them,  and  alfo  their  own  let- 
ters,   which  fo  incenfed  the  Eiperdtans, 
.  that,  not  waiting  for, the  fentencc,   they 
cried  out  to  have  them  ftoned.     The  ad- 
vocate intreated  them  to  forbear,  and  wait 
for  the  judges  fentence ;   it  was  neceflary 
that  the  prifoners   fliould  be  heard  pub- 
lickly,  for  that  their  own  guilt  and  their 
own  words,  would  more  effedually  convidt 
them  than  his  accufation:   and  that  the 
king  would  allow  them  more  time  if  they 
required  it,  to  make  their  defence.     He 
then  called  upon  them  to  fpeak  for  them- 
felves ;   but  they,  in  fo  bad  a  cauie,  had 
nothing  to  fay,    the^  crime  could  not  be 
•denied,    nor  the    people    fatisfied :    they 
therefore  faid  but   little,   and  that  more 
againft  the  king  than  for  themfelves.    The 
judges  then   put  their  fuffrages  into  the. 
urn,  which  being  opened,   the  lots  were 
found  all  black,  and  the  crimmals  con- 
denoned  to  death  accoitlingly. 

They 
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They  were  prefendy  carried  back  to 
pfifbn,  and  being  convidfced  of  poifoning, 
were  juftly  condemned  to  die  by  poifon. 
There  uGng  their  laft  liberty,  which  both 
law  and  cuftom  allows  to  dying  men,  they 
breathed  many  curfes  againft  the  king,, 
called  upon  Lycogenes  to  revenge  their 
death;  and  befought  the  infernal  gods, 
that  their  enemies  might  live  to  envy  their 
death.  At  length  the  fatal  cup  was 
brought  them,  which  Oloodemus  firft 
fnatched  from  the  executioner's  hand* 
"  Come  on,  faid  he,  let  us  drink  con- 
fufion  to  Melearider!  we  fliall  do  him 
more  harm  by  our  deaths  than  he  imagines 
we  Ihould  have  done  living."  This  faid, 
he  drank  it  off  immediately.  Being  filled 
again  it  was  brought  to  Erifthenes ;  he  took 
it  frowning,  and  looking  about,  he  faid, 
"  Will  any  man  here  remind  my  friends 
how  much  they  owe  to  Mcleander."  Hav- 
ing drank  the  poifon,  they  were  both  told 
by  the  executioner,  to  walk  about  as  far 
as  the  room  would  allow  j  that  the  poifon 
being  fooner  difperfcd  through  their  bodies, 
that  they  might  die  with  lefs  pain.     They 

followed 
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fbilowed  his  couniel,  till  they  perceived 
(he  vital  heat  foriaice  ch^  extreme  parts  ^ 
when  liieir  feet  grew  cold*  they  lay  down 
upon  a  bed;  there  the  poifon  working 
lake  a  miil  upon  their  fenies,  they  Ian* 
gui(hed  into  fleep,  till  a  fudden  flart  (hewed 
that  the  venom  liad  reached  the  vital  parts^, 
and  fpon  after  they  expired. 


CHAP.    XVL. 

Lycogenes  endeavours  to  rejcue  the  prif oners  5: 
hut  failings  th^  prepare  for  war  on 
both  fides. 

THE  king*  well  knowing  howdan^ 
gerous  an  enemy  he  had  in  Lyco- 
genes, on  the  day  thepriibners  were  put 
to  death,  fent  Eurimedes  wkh  a  troop  of 
horfe  to  furprife  hint  unawanes.;  for  Lyco-- 
genes,  after  the  taking  of  Oloodemus  and 
Erifthenes,  had  not  yet  declared  war,  but 
ftood  on  his  defence,  having  a  guard  of. 
foldiers  about,  him  ;  but  .ftill  ieeking  a., 
reconciliation^,  that,  he  Wght  edcher  get, 

the 
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the  pfijbaem  ihto  his  hands^.  or  eUe  ca£t 
i^pon  the  kii^  the  reproach  of  an  knpiacaiif 
Ue  tyrant..    And  that  k  wi^t  be  believed^ 
that  he  fincerdy    wifhed  for    pcace^  he? 
folkked  Dunalbius  by  Icttep^  ta  tifc  Jw: 
kftocnce  wiih  the  kiag,    to  diHu^de  him 
from    farther  proceedinga    againft    the^ 
captiws,    and  to  fet  tbem  at  liberty ;  and 
\yfeatcwear  haiared  or  fufpicion  thejic  was  m 
him,  be  wxwald  facrifice  it  to  the  public 
peace  and  quietnefe,     Dunalbius,  while  he^ 
fpemed  to  give  credit  to  his  letter,  and  to^ 
negotiate  with  the  king,*  over-reached  Ly- 
qpgenf  s  with  his  own  artifices  y  for  he,  isk 
hopes  of  deceiving  the  ki«g,.and<leiivc#in'g; 
his  friends,  retarded  bis  preparations,  till 
the  king  had  leiAire   to  provide  for  his 
affairs.  ^Wben  the  king  fent  to.apppchcnd>. 
him,  fonje  of  tbe  fa^ion  goc  before  Euri-^ 
medfis,  and  advertised,  him  of  the,  deaths 
erf  his  friends^,  aad  of  his  own  danger.  It 
was  about  fupper  time,  and  he  had  invited 
a  great  oumber-of  military  men  to  his  feaft^, 
to  whom  he  thus  fpoke  :  "  That  you.  may, 
not  think,   my  fellow  fpldiers,  thai;  we 
»et  met.  to  no  gurpofe,  kj^w  that  I  invito 
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you  to  the  funeral  fupper  for  Oloodemus^ 
and  Erifthenes!  They  arc  dead  by  the 
» cruelty  of  Meleander,  and  unlefs  I  am 
prcf-rved  by  your  afTrflance,  I  alio  rnufl: 
perilh  in  the  fame  ftorm.  Behold  the 
tyrant's  guards  are  even  at  my  gates,  with 
orders  for  my  deftrudkion  !  What  fliall 
afterwards  become  of  you,  what  of  our 
fellow  fubjefts,  I  think  no  man  candoubt. 
When  he  fpills  thus  freely  the  blood  of  men» 
of  the  firft  diftinftion,  can  you  think  he  will 
be  more  fparing  of  that  of  others  ?  I  do  noty 
fellow  foldiers,  defire  you  to  provide  for 
my  fafety,  unlefs  you  perceive  it  to  be 
infeparable  from  your  own." 

With  thefe  words  he  ftarted  up,  and 
the  reft  throwing  down  the  tables,  ran 
to  their  arms.  The  whole  houfe  was  in 
an  uproar  with  the  fpced  of  fo  many  foldiers 
providing  for  their  own  and  their  leader's 
fafety  i  fome  were  fcnt  away  to  bring: 
more  affiftance  from  the  next  quarter,  a 
fcled  party  under  Menocritus  were  ordered 
to  meet  Eurimedes,  and  with  an  ambu(^i 
in  the  valley  to  furprife  him  being  tired 
with  his  march.  The  ikirmifh  was^ 
3  cUforderly, 
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diforderly,  becaufe  before  they  had  placed 
their  ambufli,  Eurimedes  was  upon  them^ 
who  was  yet  no  more  prepared  for  the  en- 
counter than  they  were.  The  foldiers  fought 
valiantly  on  both  (ides.  Eurimedes  was 
vexed  that  Lycogenes,  being  forewarned, 
could  not  be  furprifed  i  but  though  he 
was  in  the  enemies  quarter,  and  with  un- 
equal forces,  yet  he  could  not  bear  to 
efcape  by  flight.  He  therefore  retired 
flowly,  and  Lycogenes  fuHered  him  to 
retreat  in  good  order,  either  becaufe  he 
feared  fome  ftratagem,  or  was  hindered 
from  the  purfuit  by  the  darknefs  of  the 
night. 

There  were  not  many  flain  in  this  night's 
fkirmifh :  but  as  Lycogenes  was  fuppofed 
to  have  the  advantage,  encouraged  by  the. 
eigernefs  of  his  foldiers,  he  fcnt  every  way 
for  his  friends,  and  gave  them  arms,, 
which  he  had  ready  for  them.  He  wrote 
to  the  magiftrates  of  many  cities,  to  give 
him  their  beft  aflUtance  as  author  of  the 
public  liberty ;  and  many  were  ready  ta 
revolt  from  their  good  and  gracious  king, 
who  had  grown  great  under  his  mild  and. 

gentle , 


66        THEPHOENIX. 

gentle  government.  A  lellbn  to  aU  men, 
that  a  king  erf  the  greateft  virtues  may  b^ 
contemned,  unlefs  there  be  added  to  it 
an  opinion  of  his  wiidoit),  valour,  and 
fortitude  i  and  that  no  princes  are  more 
faithfully  beloved  by  their  people,  than 
fQch  as  have  deferved  to  be  feared  and 
refpeded. 

Sicily  at  this  time  prefented  a  lad 
fpe€^acle  to  all  men  i  religion  banifiied,  the 
laws  neglected,  the  ways  unfafe  for  tra« 
tellers,  the  iuHiies  apd  ftreeta  fubje^ 
to  rapine,  rage,  and  fwf^  and  at  lengdi 
only  camps  iwere  leen  in  the  deferted  fields, 
which  appeared  glittering  with  arms  and 
enfigns  <^  war.  The  people  being  in 
their  firil  fit  of  madnrfs,  were  infenfible  hoar 
much  more  they  fafFered  under  many 
tyrants,  than  thoie  evils  which  they  ibnght 
to  revenge  upon  their  king.  Yet  there 
w«re  many  ^  that  withftocd  the  torrent 
of  rebellion  5  refpeft  to  the  rights  and 
lawful  ftate  remained  in  four  cities,  befides 
£iper&e,  which  were  Mefllna,  Panormus, 
Catanea,  and  in  the  center  of  .the  iiland 
Enna. 

And* 


THE    JPHCENfX.        67 

And  tiow  Lycogenes  openly  trftrrpcct 
the  powCT  and  enfigns.of  a  king,  only  he 
£9fibare  the  name*  At  tabk  he  fat  under 
a  canc^y,.  he  wore  in  the  camp  a  purpk 
robe  and  a  fhort  fword  by  his  fide  ;  in  his 
behaviour  courteous  or.  feirerc  in  the 
^iiemr«  that  he  might  retain  or ^  awe  the 
nugh  ibidiers  into  obedience.  Mektnder^ 
po  1^^  vtgilaat,  at  fevcral  times  raifed  a 
great  number  ai  jnen,  Eipercle,  plenti- 
fully ftored  with  all  kindtof  <icctflkrics„ 
9nd  ftroa^y  fortifkad,^  was  ms^k  the  ma* 
ga^tine  &x  the  war.  AU  the  king's  galleys 
^t  continued  £siithfui  were  bi'oaght  infii:> 
that  port.  The  king  vwextjnemcty 
^ttencive^  both  in  the  fervice  df  the  gods« 
and  in  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  com* 
manded  all  law^fuits  to  be  fii^pended,  ai^d 
tirery  one  to  devctte  bia  time  to  4^  iervicc 
of  heaven  and  of  hisicoustry.  By  theie 
means  he  hoped  to  quiet  thofe  minds,  that 
iwre  carried  away  by  theftiry  <rf  the  times  t 
and  lefl:  the  infection  fhould  creep  in 
among  his  own  fddier$,  he  refdlml  by 
folemn  faicrifices  to  Ratify  the  arrt^y*  He 
the]:elbre  went  to  the  carnp  at  the  ibpt  of 

the 
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the  mountain  of  Eiperite,  and  from  thence 
with  the  officers  and  the  im^s  of  the 
gods,  in  procefllon  into  the  fields,  where 
the  pricfts  had  fct  up  the  altars.  All  the 
army  under  their  colours  had  put  on  gar-* 
lands  to  celebrate  thefe  rites,  alfo  their 
fpears  and  darts  were  adorned  with  greeit 
wreaths.  In  the  mean  time,  the  facrific« 
were  flain  with  all  ceremony ;  a  bull,  a  he^ 
goat,  and  a  ram,  were  led  round  three  times 
by  the  priefls,  with  their  robes  tucked  up» 
and  then  brought  before  the  altars.  Then 
the  king  offered  his  prayers  to  the  gods, 
that  they  would  favour  thofe  whole  caufe 
was  juft,  that  if  any  of  them  had  been 
adverfc  hitherto,  being  now  appealed, 
they  would  become  propitious  to  him  ; 
that  his  army  might  he  fafe  in  the  divine 
protection,  and  that  his  enemies  might 
fail  in  ftrength,  courage,  and  judgment  > 
and  further,  if  they  would  grant  him 
fafety  and  viSory,  he  vowed,  out  of  the 
fpoils  of  his  enemies,  to  build  a  temple 
to  Jupiter  the  Preferver,  taMars,  to  Mi- 
nerva, and  to  all  the  poweirs  in  kea^eii 
that  prelide  over  peace  and  war;  and  alfo, 

that 
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that  he  would  inftitute  public  fhews  to  be 
yearly  exhibited,  on,  the  prizes  of  .which 
Ihouid  be  engraved  the  benefits  of  the 
^ods  to  the  ifland  of  Sicily. 

While  he  is  offering  thefe  vows,  the 
vidtims  were  flain,  and  the  foothfayer  toolc 
the  entrails  yet  panting  into  his  hand. 
When  he  beheld  the  liver  found  and  per- 
fedt,  biit  inclofed  in  a  thick  fkin,  he 
affured  them,  that  the  entrails  promifed 
fuccefs,  but  that  it  would  come  Qowly,  and 
attended  with  much  care  and  labour. 
After  this  the  foldiers  jpraAifed  all  kind 
of  warlike  exercifes,  fhaking  their  ipears, 
and  Ihouiingas  if  the  enemy  were  near  at 
hand.  They  then  encountered  in  a  feigned 
battle,  and,  after  a  Woodlefs  ikirmiih, 
they  all  returned  to  the  camp. 


70        THE    PHCENIX. 


CHAR    XVII. 

AMfpute  between  NUopotupus  and  gn  afir(^ 
loger.  CUohulus  advife^  the  king  to  re- 
ward the  man  and  Mfmi/s  hinh 

DURING^  the  remamdcr  of  the  day, 
Meleander  was  troubled  with,  other 
cares,  though  not  very  different  in  their 
nature  J  for  a  certain  Aflyrfan,  who  had 
travelfed  into  many  countries  undbr  pre- 
tence of  acquiring  wifdom,  biit  in  reality 
to  make  oftentation  of  his  own,  was  now 
in  Sicily,  and  profcfling  the  fcience  of 
aftrology,  fold  the  fooleries  erf  his  art  to 
fuch  people,  as  through  vain  credulity 
defircJto  know  the  difpofition  of  the  ftars 
at  their  birth,  and  what  fortune  fhould 
befal  them  through  their  lives  and  at  their 
death.  It  was  not  thought  criminal  in 
thofc  days  to  enquire  into  the  fates  of 
princes,  or  to  caft  their  nativity.  When 
this  man  therefore  magnified  his  know- 
ledge, fcarcely  giving  place  to  the  pre- 
fcienqp  of  the  gods,  and  told  many  (lories, 
how  often  the  event  had  proved  the  truth 
.      t  oif 
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of  bis   predidions,  whether  fortunate  or 
unhappy,  and  how  nbany  had  bepn  pu- 
nilhed  for  flighpng  Im  waraiiig^f  Qr  de- 
riding   his    prophecies  J     at  length,    the 
report  erf"  him  came  to  the  ear  of  Archom- 
brotus,    to  whom  being  fent  for,    with 
a  long  difcourfe  on  the  power  of  the  ce^ 
kftial  influences,    he    ik>  perfusided   hinit 
being  a  young  man  and  a  lover,  that  I^e 
defired  to  know  by  his  art,  what  fbrui^e 
(hould  attend  his   love.      The  Chaldean 
promifed  him  to  declare  faithfully  what- 
ever   the    ftars  portended.      '*  But  why 
(faid  he),  fliould  private  men  only  feek  to 
difcovcr  the  iflue  of  future  events  ?     Why 
doth  not  Meleander  con[imand  me  to  ot^- 
ferve  the  difpofition  of  the  ftars,  and  declare 
the  event  of  this  impending  war  ?'*     His 
fpeech  pleafed  Archpmbrotus,  by   whofe 
perfuafion  the  king  alfo  fent  to  the  Chal- 
dean, with  as  much  hope  as  to  an  oracle, 
He,  full  of  the  hope  of  reward,  and  fores- 
feeing  better  things  for  himJfelf  thaa  for 
the   king,    comes  dire£lly  to  the  court. 
Being  afked,  by  whairgod,  or  whatfcience, 
he  was  enabled  to  pierce  into  the  obfcurky 

of 
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of  future  events,  he  thus  anfwered :  "  It 
is  not,  Oking!    by  fuch  ipirits  as   ma- 
gicians are  wont  to  raife  from  the  clifts 
cf  the  earth,  that  we  foretel  what  is  to 
come  to  pais  •,  neither  do  we  delude  men 
by  confufcd  and  ambiguous  oracles  :  it  is 
the  ftudy  of   our  nation  to    know   the 
courfe  of  the  ftars,  and  the  influence,  of 
the  heavens.     We   firft  found    out    the 
courfe  of  the  fun,  we  firft  difcovered  the 
bright  and  tracklefs  paths  of  the  heavenly 
luminaries,    and    diftinguifhed    tliem    by 
their  names  and    orbits  \    our    contem- 
plations being  free,  in  a  clear  air,  untrou- 
bled with  clouds  or  mifts  ;  for  in  Aflyria 
there  is  feldom  rain,  froft,   or  wind,   to 
intercept  our  view  of  the  heavens.     While 
we  are  employed  in  thefe  contemplations, 
we  find  that  all  earthly  things  are  governed 
by  the  ftars,  and  that  there  are  no  other 
deftinies  that  rule  over  the  birth  and  life 
of  man.     Let  me  but  know  the  hour  and 
minute  in  which  thy  mother  brought  thee 
forth,  I  will  then  draw  a  fcheme  of  the 
heavens,    with  houfes   for   the   ftars ;   in 
them  will  I  place  thofe  planets  that  ruled 

at 
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atthybitth:  JuJ)iter,  Sol,  andVeilus,  are 
the  beft;  Saturn  with  Mars  the  worft-^ 
Mercury  and  the  Moon  «rc  variable,  ac-. 
cording  to  their  fituations.  I  will  find 
which  of  them  was  predominant  at  thy 
nativity,  and  in  what  degree^  and  with 
what  alpe<9:  the  reft  either  tempered  or 
enfiamed  him,  and  in  them  will  I  clearlf 
read  whatever  fortune  has  decreed  for  thee." 

liie  confidence  of  the  man^  and  th« 
greatneis  of  his  promifes,  moved  Mele* 
ander's  curiofity  to  make  trial  of  his  art  \ 
but  while  many  were  admiring  and  com- 
mending him,  Nicopompus,  who  hap^ 
pened  to  be  prefent,  with  a  fmile  of  de- 
rifion  thus  addreiTed  him :  ^^  My  good 
friend,  you  who  have  gotten  the  know- 
lcc%e  and  power  of  the  gods  into  your  own 
hands,  be  bold  to  ^ve  law  to  our  hopet 
and  fears  ;  and  if  any  here  are.  fo  weak 
or  fo  credulous  as  to  defire  to  be  cheated, 
do  them  the  favour  to  cozen.  the;n  at  their 
own  requeft*"  The  curiofity  of  Mele- 
ander  and  Che  reft  was  fbmewhac  abated 
by  this  farcafm  :  they  therefore  enquired 
what  was  meant  by  this  fpecch  of  Nico- 

VoL.  II.  E  pompus  >, 
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pompu&;  whether  he  intended  to  decry 
the  art  itfelf,  or  the  perfons  that  ufed  it. 
The  king  particularly  alked  him,  why  he 
ipoke  fo  rudely  to.  a  ftranger.  "  Why 
(faid  he)  (hould  I  not  rebuke  this  impoftor, 
who  affumes  a  greater  power  over  you  than 
thofe  ftars  have,  which  he  fo  vainly  prates 
of?  For  whatever  he  Ihall  foretel,  the 
quiet  of  your  mind  will  be  difturbed  by 
continual  expedation  of  the  event,  more 
than  it  could  be  moved  by  jhe  motions  of 
the  ftars^  themfelves.  So  will  this  tyrant 
reign  over  you,  laying  all  the  blame  of 
your  ill  fortune  upon  the  ftars  ;  but  if 
he  vouchfafe  to  foretel  any  good,  you  arc 
to  think  yourfelf  indebted  to  him  for  it. 
I  will  myfelf,  without  cafting  .  a  figure, 
tell  you  all  that  he  can  do  for  you  :  he 
Vill  take  a  large  (heet  of  paper,  ahd  tor- 
ment it  with  lines  and  figures,  laughing 
inwardly,  if  he  be  wife.  After  which  he 
will,  with  affected  gravity,  promife  you 
good  fuccefs  in  all  things ;  for  fuch  a  pre- 
diftion  will  be  moft  likely  to  obtain  favour 
and  reward.  This  is  the  fum  of  his  art, 
and  thefe  anfwers,  which  he  will  fell  you^ 
'         '-  I  freely 
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I  freely  give  you  for  nothing ;  but  1  will 
forbear  the  perfon  of  the  man,  and  arraign 
the  arr,  fi'nce  your  filence,  my  Iprd  and! 
king,  and  this  man's  earneft  look,  call  .for 
a  more  ferious,  reply.  You  ^fay,  aftroio- 
ger,  that  by  the  pofition  of  the  ftars,  and 
by  their  influence  at  the  moment  the  chil^ 
dren  arc  born,  their  fortunes,  life  and 
death,  are  determined;  yet  you  confef* 
that  the  heavenly  bodies  are  carried  about 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  they  are  changed 
every  moment:  if  then  the  celerity  of 
their  motions  be  fo  great,  as  that  thought. 
cannot  follow  them,  how  is  it  pofTible, 
that  you  Ihould  tell  any  man  his. fortunes 
with  certainty,  when  it  is  uncertain  under 
what  exad  pofition  he  was  born  ?  Do 
you  believe,  that  t^e  midwife's  bufinefs  h 
to  obferve  the  hours  and  qiinutes^  in  or- 
der  to  lay  by  the  fituation  of  the  ftars  for 
the  childrens  patrimony  ?.  Doth  not  ra- 
ther the  mother's  diftrefs  and  danger 
employ  their  care  and  attention?  How 
fcldom  are  thofe  prefent  at  the  birth  influ^ 
cnced  by  this  fuperftition  ?  But  even,  if 
there  (hould  be  fomc  prefent,  who  make 
£  2  it 
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k  their  care  to  take  an  obfervation  of  the 
ftars,  yet,  if  the  child  be  long  in  the 
birth,  or  if  any  part  be  born  before  the 
teft,  what  fituation  of  the  ftars  fhali 
govern  his  deftiny  ?  That  at  which  his 
handy  or  his  head,  or  his  whole  body  was 
born  ?  But  befides,  fince  all  the  inflru- 
onents  to  meafure  time  vary,  how  will  you 
know  the  exad  point  of  time,  or  that  either 
the  friends  of  the  child,  or  the  philofo- 
pher  himlel^  has  made  a  true  obfervation 
at  the  birth  of  the  infant  ?  But  fuppofe 
there  is  no  miftake,  but  that  you  have 
rightly  taken  the  Iituarion  of  the  (lars  at 
the  birth  of  the  perfon,  whofe  nativity 
you  calculate,  yet  from  whence  are  you 
affured,  that  the  ftars  have  fuch  a  fovcreign 
power  over  our  bodies  or  our  minds? 
Shall  I  from  them  expc^  my  happinefs, 
or  depend  on  them  only  for  the  ordcring^- 
jhc  courfe  of  my  life,  or  the  manner  of 
my  death?  Why  then  fliould  men  un- 
dertake any  bufinefs  of  importance  ?  Why 
ihould  they  go  to  war,  follow  merchandize, 
Qr  have  any  purfuit,  if  their  fate  be  al- 
ready determined?      Again,  confider  of 

the 
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the  number  of  people,  born  in  the  fame 
moment,  will  you  fay  they  are  all  born 
to  the  fame  fate  ?  You  fee  the  king  here^ 
do  you  think  all  who  were  born  in  the 
feme  moment  with  him  (hall  govern  king- 
doms? Or  can  you  demonftrate,  that 
they  were  born  under  a  fortunate  afpeA 
of  the  ftars,  or  even  that  they  are  all  this 
day  alive  ?  Look  upon  Ckobulus  here- 
upon yourfclf !  Are  all  born  with  him  as 
wife  as  he,  or  in  fuch  high  eftimation  ¥ 
Or  all,  born  with  you^  aflrologers^  to  fay 
no  worfe  ?  Can  the  ftars  afTure  a  man  of 
|)rcferment,  that  muft  be  obtained  by  the* 
voices  of  others  ?  Can  they  command 
ether  men,  not  born  umler  their  influence,. 
to  confer  this  dignity  upon  them?  This 
vanity  I  fhoukl  condemn  of  folly  or  ig- 
norance ;  but  thefe  names  are  very  (bort 
of  the  heinoiifnefs  of  it ;  it  is  a  moft  execra- 
ble fuperllition  :  for  what  becomes  of  the 
free-will  of  man,  if  h«  cannot  avoid  the 
influence  of  the  ftars  ?  For  why  fliould  I 
take  any  care  of  my  health  of  body  or 
.mind^  Why  ihould  I  labow  to  attain 
virtue  and  honour,  and  refolve  to  avoid 
E  a  ^«cev 
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Vice,  if  it  is  ablblutdy  determined  by  the 
ftars  what  I  muft  be?  But  do* I  only 
lament  the  lofs  of  human  liberty  ?  No  j 
the  gifts  and  favours  of  the  gods  them-* 
felves  are  worth  nothing  I  No  more  will 
I  throw  away  incenfe,  nor  offer  up  my 
prayers.  I  need  neither  to  fear  nor  feek 
the  favour  of  the  gods,  if  they  cannot, 
or  will  not,  alccr  what  the  itars  have  de- 
creed for  me  !  If  this  notion  prevails,  we 
have  nothing  to  do,*  but  %o  pray  for  pur 
children  before  they  are  born,  that  the 
ftars  may  be  favourable  at  the  moment  o( 
their  birth.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  once 
faw  at  Mergania :  a  certain  man  was  ^ 
infefbed  with  this  fuperftition,  that  he 
wpvld  npt  have  commerce  with  his  wife^ 
till  he  had  taken  an  obfervation,  and 
knew  the  fituation  of  the  ftars.  If  the 
Pragon's  Tail  furrounded  fome  of  them, 
or  the  Scorpion  with  his  embraces  trou- 
bled them,  or  any  other  afped  in  the 
heavens  frowned  upon  him,  he  was  fure 
to  Ijte  alone.  Would  you  know  the  event  ? 
He  had  feveral  children,  and  all  of  them 
either  fopls  or  madmen.*' 

Meleander 
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Meleander  and  the  reft  laughed  at  the 
dory  of  the  Merganian,  and  the  aftrologer 
flood  confounded ;  he  offered  many  argu- 
ments in  defence  of  his  art,  but  Nicopom- 
pus  anfwered  him  fharply^  and  defeated 
all  his  attempts,  fometimes  by  ferious  rea* 
fonings,  at  others,  by  taunting  reproofs.; 
and  at  length  he  drew  towards  a  concli^* 
fion,  by  the  following  obfervations.  *'  I 
delay,  faid  he,  too  long,  our  enquiry  into 
the  fate  of  Sicily,  But,  why  does  riot  this 
mao  know  his  own  deflioy  ?  Why  did 
ydu  not  fc»'efee  that  I  ihould  thia  day  fall 
iieavy  uptm  you?.  Why  did  you  not.giw 
,a  pnoof  of  your  art,  by  forejtelling  thut 
/ome  perfon  would  be  here  xo  deflroy  all 
the  force  (^  your  arguments  ?.  Or  to  come 
Hill  nearer,  why  do  not  ypu,  who  under- 
Aai|d  fo.  ^yell  the  fate  jQf>  Icings  ^nd  kisg- 
doms,  tafte:  care  of  yoyr  ^iwii  fortune i? 
Why  do  you  npt,  from  your  foreknow- 
ledge of  things^  avoid  all  the  eyils  of  life» 
and  purfue  your  own  felicity  ?  When  I 
was  in  Phrygia,  there  was  an  old  wom^n, 
who  got  her  living  by  this  trick  of  fortune- 
telling  J  it  happened  that  a  valuable  piece 
E  4  '  of 
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of  phtc  was  ftolcn  oiit  of  a  rich  citizen's 
houfe.  He  that  had  loft  it,  went  with 
a  friend  to  the  cunning  woman,  vainly 
afluring  himfclf  that  Ihc  would  tell  him 
how  to  catch,  the  thief,  and  recover  his 
^  plate.  It  was  early  in  the  morning,  and 
the  old  woman  was  juft  opening  her  door» 
pn  the  threlhold  o£  which,  fome  of  her 
neighbours  had  laid  a  heap  of  dung,  whidi 
flunk  extremely.  She  ftood  fretting  ac 
the  affront ;  ^  If  I  did  but  know,  (aid  (he, 
what  rs^cat  had  played  me  tbk  tricky  bf 
Apollo  I  would  cram  this  filth  dowa  hi3 
-own  throat  V*  Upon  this,  he  who  came  to 
enquire  of  her,  turned  to  his  companioi^; 
•^Why>  fakl  he,  Ihould  wc  throw  away- 
our  money  i  Can  tht3  woniiao  tell  who  has 
robbed  us,  that  knows  not  wha  hath 
affronted  her  in  this  manner  ?^  So  he  went 
back  from  tke  fybU  fafter  than  he  came. 

A  certain  poet  compofed  an  epigram 
upon  this  occafion,  which  is  ftill  in  my 
memory,  and  becaufe  it  is  fbort  X  will  r^-^ 
peat  it. 

Stars,  lots,  Apollo'*  f^crct  dboxn,. 
And  birds  fore-knowiDg  fates  to  come  !^ 

Yoa 
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Tou  the  old  hag,  with  wrinldes  dire. 
Raging  invokes  in  that  attire 
In  which  (he  (hakes  the  labouring  moon; 
^     Tells  kingdoms  fates,  and  gods  fore-doom^; 
What  thoughts  within  each  boibm  dwell  ^ 
She  knows,  and  can  for  money  telL- 
One  thing  is  fUll  to  her  unknown, 
Who'at  her  door  this  dung  has  thrown. 
Who  is  the  knave,  Apollo,  fay  ? 
In  vain  old  fybil  deft  thou  piay;< 
Top  father  Phcebus  to  thy  no(e 
Has  left  this  (ecret  to  difclofe^ 

When  Nicopompus  had  finifficd  his 
ftory,  the  king»  leaning  on  Cleobulus, 
withdrew,  and  the  reft  jfoUowed,  jetting: 
at  the  aftrologen  But  CIcobuhis  advifedi, 
the  king,  though  he  were  an  idle  com- 
panion, not  to  lend  him  awaydifcontented, 
fince  in  fuch  a^  cafey  he  was  likely  enough 
to  report,  that  the  liars  threatened  the 
ftate  and:  the  kii^,  and  that  he  might 
infeA  the  foMiers  with  his  fuperftitionrt 
They  therefore,  called  him,  who  was  now 
dejected,  and. gave  hioi  thanks  for  his 
{Mx>fered  fervice  -,  but  tcJd  him  the  prcfcnt 
times  did.  not  permit,  them  to  make  ufe  of 
him,  neither  did  it  fuit  the  majcfty  of  a 
king,,  to  enquire  into  his  fate,^.as  if  he 
E  5,  doubtedi 
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doubted  of  the  viftory  in  a  juft  caufe  y 
nevcrthelefs,  that  his  good-will  flaoiild 
not  go  unrewarded  i  and  then  gave  the 
juggler  half  a  talent,  to  buy  off  the  in- 
jury they  thought  it  niight  be  in  his  power 
to  do  them. 


C  HA  P.    XVIII. 

The  preparations  of  Lycogenes.    The  ftege  of 

Enna  and    Catana.      The  uneajinefs   of 

'  Argenis    and  Archomhrotus.      Gelanorus 

takes  leave.     The  taking  of  Enna.     The 

art  of  Lycogenes. 

AFTER  this  they  were  obliged  to* 
attend  to  affairs  of  confequence,  for 
their  meflengers  brought  repeated  accounts 
of  Lycogenes's  preparations.  In  the  king's 
army  there  were  not  above  ten  thoufand 
men  compleatly  armed:  the  number  of 
horfemen  was  two  thoufand ;  archers  and 
flingers  three  thoufand  five  hundred,  thirty 
chariots  armed  with  fcythes.  Ten  large 
fiiips  of  war>  and  of  other  ihips,  double  the 

number. 
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inumber;  .  As  for  the  Hypercphanii,  thef 
revolted  not  generally,   but  every  one,   as 
his  opinion  was,  took  the  fide  of  the,  king 
or  Lycogenes,     But  this  tempeft  in  the 
commonwealth,     had    brought    a    much, 
greater  ftrength   to   the  party  of  Lyco- 
genes*     He  muftered  his  men  near  Syra- 
cufa,    and    ranged    them   under    proper 
officers.     Thirty   thoufand  foot^    and  fix 
thoufand  horfe,  gave  in  their  names  to  be 
enrolled.     And  that  they  might  not  want 
a  fortunate  omen,   the  firft   man  whofe 
name  was    entered,    was   called   Nicon^ 
which  tlie  fuperftition  of  the  vulgar  took 
for  a  prefagc  of  good  fuccefs.     Lycogcnesr 
knew  well  that  his  reign  would  laft  na 
longer  than  the  people's  madnefs  y  there- 
fore, while  this  heat  was  at  its  height,  he 
pfiarched  his  army  againft  the  king,     On^ 
the  other  fide,   that  prince  drew  out  hia 
forces  by  the  fide  of  a  fmall  river,  whick 
bad  worn  a  deep  hollow  channel  by  the 
current  of  its  waters.   The  river  had  lately 
overflowed  the  banks,  and  the  moifture  of 
the  earth  made  it  unfit  for  marching  5  by 
the  help  of  this  obftacle,  a^all  number  - 
E  6  -of 
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of  men  were  able  to  (top  the  paflage  oT 
Lycogenes..  He  came  on  boldly,  and 
attempted  to  fetch  a  compais  about  diis 
wet  and  dangerous  ground;  but  wherever 
he  tried  to  crois  the  river,  the  king's  foL- 
diers  intercepted  him  ^  thexefoces  left  he 
fliouldloie  time,  he  ient  Anaiimander,  his 
filler's  fon,  and  Menocritus,  brother  to 
Oloodemus,  with  a  party,  of  cholen  men, 
to  hefiege  Enna  and  Catana ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  there  wene  every  day  fevcral 
Ikirmiflies  between  the  two  armies,  with 
different  fuccefs,  but  nothing  decifiye. 

,  "Who  would  believe,  that  in  the  midft 
pf 'tumults,  and  even  in  the  inftant  of 
danger,  any  other  paflion  or  thought  could 
be  entertained  ?  Yet,  were  Argenis  and 
Archombrotus  opprcfled  with  fccrct  cares, 
of  a, far  different  kind  than  thofe  which 
openly  appeared  The  princeis  having 
her  mind  wholly  fixed  on  Poliarchus  and 
his  virtues,  wafted  her  ipirits  in  iblitary 
grief,  until  her  bodily  health  was  likewifc 
affefted.  She  would  often  fay,  that  Lyco- 
genes's  ancient  enemy,^.who  was  ufed  to 
triumph  over  him,  ought  prefently  to  be 

recalled. 
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vecalled.  But.  difiercnt  thoughts  perplexed 
Archombrotiis  ;  difquieted  with  the  bitter 
iweetnefe  o^  uncertaifl  hope,  hefometimes 
curfed  the  war  that  drew  him  to  the  fields 
and  prevented  his  declaration  of  love: 
ibinetimes  he  rejoiced,,  that  he  had  now 
an  opportunity  of  fhewing:  his. valour,  and 
out  of  both  Aefc  relpefti  h©  grew>more 
enraged  againft  the  enemy.  He  often 
acculed  himfclf  for  being  there  alone  in  this 
danger  of  Meleandef  and  Argenis-,  that 
he  ought  to  have  raifed  an.  arrny  for  their 
affiftance,  and  hy  fo  weighty,  a  benefit 
have  fhewn  at  once:  the  grcatncfs  of  his 
lov«  and  o£  his .  Wrth :  and  certainly  he 
would  have  done  fo;  but  that  it  required 
a  long  timie  to  inform  his  own  country 
pf  the  danger  of  SicUy,  ta  raife  foldiers 
there,,  and  then  to  tranfport;them  hither  j 
but  the  d^ger  of  Meleander  was  inftant 
and  imminent,.,and  could  not  wait  for  fuch 
flow  relief..  Nor  did. he  think  lefs  of  Eoli-, 
archus,  whom  jealoufy  continually  pre- 
fented  to  his  tnind  ;  he.  therefore  began  to 
fpeak  flightly  of  him  to  the  king^  yet  fo, 
aS;  not  to  difcover  his  hatred  opqjly.    He 

attributed. 
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attributed  it  to  fullennds  and  refentmene^ 
that  Poliarchus,  when  he  fent  Lycogenes*s 
letter  to  the  king,  did  not  alfo  write  him- 
felf ;  that  cither  out  of  pride  or  negligence, 
he  had  forgotten  the  duty  he  owed  to  the 
king  and  himfelf;  and  concluded,  that 
therefore  the  king  would  injure  his  own 
dignity  by  writing  to  him  firlt.  Thus,  by 
degrees,  the  king's  ears  were  accuftomed 
to  this  unkind  and  artful  language  ;  which 
he  liftened  to  the  more  readily,  becaufe  he 
fufpefted  no  difference  between  Poliarchus. 
and  Archombrotus.  But  Qelanorus  foon 
difcovered,  that  Archombrotus  was  dif- 
ferently affeded  towards  his  lord,  than 
at  the  time  of  his  departure.  But  feeing 
him  in  high  favour  at  court,  he  imputed 
the  alteration  to  fortune,  which  makes  men 
often  refufe  to  acknowledge  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, as  either  difgraceftil  or  but^ 
thenfome  to  prefent  greatncfs.  In  the 
mean  time,  by  the  diredbn  of  Argenis^ 
he  fet  in  order  his  lord's  houfc  and  family  ; 
for  he  had  taken  poffeffion  of  it  by  the 
king's  commands  5  fb  that  all  men  con^ 
eluded  Poliarchus  would  ibon  arrive  Gcla-^ 

norui 


THE    PHCEN'IX.         S7 

norus  was  dcfirous  to  return  to*  Afrira, 
but  was  long  hindered  by -unforefeen  de- 
lays. At  length,  the  king,  prompted  by 
Archombrotus,  fufFered  him  to  take  leave, 
without  making  him  any  prefent,  or  fpeak- 
ing  kindly  to  him. 

He  bid  him  tell  Poliarchus  that  he  was 
a  king^  and  not  an  aflaflin ;  that  Oloode-  . 
mus  and  Erifthenes  by  their  deaths  had 
cleared  him  from  that  afperfion  5  that  he 
knew  not  the  reafon  of  Lycogenes's  writing 
to  Poliarchus,  any  more  than  why  Poliar- 
chus did  not  write  to  hini  upon  that  occa- 
fion.  Gelanorus,  moved  with  this  unex- 
pefted  bitternefs  of  the  king,  could  hardly 
reftrain  his  anger;  yet,  remembring  that 
he  fpoke  to  a  monarch,  he  replied  briefly, 
that  Poliarchus  would  not  only  write,  but 
prefently  be  there;  that  if  he  had  done 
any  thing  wrong,  he  might  make  fatis- 
fa6tion.  With  thefe  words,  putting  Me-^ 
leander,  who  now  feared  every  thing,  into^ 
a  confufiop  of  dioughts,  he  left  him,  and 
went  tb  Argenis ;  to  whom  he  told  how 
unkindly  the  king  hUd  fpoken  of  Poliar-^ 
chus.  She  was  hardly  able  to  refraiafroni 
2  tears  J 
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tears;   *^  The  gods,  faid  Ihe,  have  lefi. 
nothing  undone  to  ruin  me  and  Poliarchus  ^ 
parted  and  unhappy,.,  we  are  tormented^ 
with  each  other's  grief.    To  this  is  added^ 
the  danger  I  am  in  from  Lycogenes,  of. 
lofing  the  kingdom,  my  inheritance,  which 
I  know  will  give  frelh.gricf  to  Poliarchus. 
What  good  will  it  do  him,  already  laden 
with  many  forrows,  to  know  of  my  father*s 
anger  towards  him,  whom  I  think  verily 
no  evil  intention,  but  the  calamity  of  the 
times  have  thus  changed?    I£  Lmay  re- 
queft  any  thing  of  yoivGelanorus,  promife 
me,  both  for  his  fake  and  mine,  that  he 
(hall  not  know  it.    I  will  take  care  that  ^ 
my  father  (hall  repent  of  his  error,  and 
love  Poliarchus  as  formerly.    Your  lilence 
Ihall  be.  rewarded  in.  whatever  way  you 
can  expeft  or  defire-,,  but  in.  vain  Ihall 
you  hope  to  conceal  it  from  me, .  if  you 
acquaint  your  lord:    L  will .  certainly  find 
it  out,  though  he  fliould  promife  you  ta 
keep  it  fccret:  if  ever,  the  fates  reftore  him 
to  me,  1  will.oblige.him  to  difcover  it,  and 
to  know  whether  you  have  deceived  me^ 
and  what  power.  I  have.over  hipi  no  man 

knows^ 
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knows  better  than  yourfelf."  Gelanorus 
promifed  to  obey  her  faithfully,  and  flie 
delivered  to  him  her  letters  to  Poliarchus, 
in  which  flie  entreated  him  with  all  fpeed  ~ 
to  come  over  to  Sicily,  faying,  that  her 
wiftes  were,  if  the  fates  ordained  Lyco- 
genes  to  be  overthrown,  he  might  be  hk 
conqueror;  but  if  the  gods  decreed  a 
worfe  fortune  to  herfclf  and  her  father, 
he  might  help  to  protcd  them  in  their  . 
flight.  After  this  flic  fent  away^  Gela- 
norus^  laden  with  rewards,  to  hb  fliip. 

Now  Enna  had  been  two  months  be^ 
fieged:  at  length  their  provifions  failed^ 
and  they  had  no  hopes  of  a  fupply  from 
the  king.  Having  therefore  loft,  all  but 
riieir  loyalty,  they  fent  commiffiooers  to 
Lvycogenes  to  treat  of  a  furrender;  and 
he,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  fliew  his 
advantage  and  clemency  at  the  fame  time, 
anfwered,  that  he  djpfired  nothing  of  them, 
but  that  they  would  be  happy,  and  that 
they  might  he  reunited  to  the  whole  body 
of  Sicily,  which  they  had  inconfiderately 
oppoied.  Some  of  them  defired  a  fafa 
conduit  to  the  king's  army,  which  being 

'granted^ 


90        THE    PHCENIX. 

granted,  they  brought  more  fear  than 
ftrength  to  his  fide,  magnifying  the  miferies 
of  Enna,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  beficgcrs, 
in  order  to  excufe  themfelves  for  giving 
up  the  town. 

After  the  taking  of  Enna^  Lycogenes 
boldly  infulted  the  kingfs  army,  and  by 
many  devices  attempted  to  pals  the  river 
and  marfh  defended  by  the  king.  Met- 
leander,  finding  the  place  no  longer  te^ 
nable>  in  the  firft  watch  cauled  fires  to  be 
kindled  all  over  his  camp,  that  the^enemy 
might  not  perceive  they  left  it;  and 
withckit  found  of  drum  or  trumpet^  with- 
drew his  army  into  the  fields  under 
Eiperdbc,  The  next  day  Lycogenes  foU 
lowed  him>  covering  all  the  fields  with  )m 
vi6torious  army,  making  a  terrible  ap* 
pearance,  while  his  fbldiers  rudely  e^ref- 
fed  their  triumph  and  confidence  by  loud 
and  barbarous  ihoutings*  . 
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The  perplexity  of  MeUander.  .  ^he  king  of 
Sardinia  brings  ajftfiance  to  Sicily. 

THE  king  was  unable  to  fleep,  being 
perplexed  with  fo  many  cares^ 
Sometimes  he  thought  it  beft  to  rifque  a 
battle,  fomecimes  to  defend  himfelf  withia 
the  city ;  then  he  would  give  up  all  as 
loft,  and  think  of  flying  into  Africa.  De«> 
privcd  of  reft,  he  fbrfook  his  bed  by  break 
of  day,  and  walked  alone  in  his  garden^ 
from  whence  there  was  a  free  profpe^t  to 
the  fca.  There  he  revolved  within  hit 
mind  the  difficulties  that  furrounded  him* 
and  the  moft  honourable  courfe  to  decide 
his  own  fate  and  that  of  Sicily.  In  this 
tcmpeft  of  dilquietude,  he  caft  his  amazed 
eyes  upon  the  fea.  The  mifts  that  rofe 
from  the  mountains  being  difperfed  by  the 
riling  fun,  it  prefented  a  ftrange  and  ter- 
rible objeft  to  his  perplexed  mind.  The 
Tea  was  covered  with  fhips  near  the  mouth 
of  the.  harbour,   with  their  fails  fpread, 

feeming 
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feeming  to  bring  a  new  war  and  new  fears 
towards  him,  A  powerful  navy  came 
proudly  on,  making  a  glorious  appearance, 
with  fpreading  fails,  glittering  of  arms,  and 
a  great  number  of  men.  When  they  came 
within  reach  of  the  engines,  the  whole 
fleet  fuddenly  caft  anchor.  The  king^ 
concluding  the  word,  gave  himfelf  up 
for  loft,  and  ftamping  on  the  ground 
exclaimed,  **  Woe  is  me  !  The  fates  deny 
me  to  efcape  by  flight !  Behold  the  navy 
of  Lycogenes !  Behold  an  armed  foras 
to  block  up  the  harbour !  But  all  this  is 
come  upon  me  delervedly.  This  chance 
will  compel  me  to  ufe  a  juft  and  manly 
fortitude;  and  what  I  ought  to  have 
done  by  choice,  muft  now  be  done  of 
neceflity.  But  in  what  manner  fliall  I 
meet  them  ?  Shall  I  oppofe  my  weak 
navy  againft  theirs,  unequal  in  ftrength, 
number  and  fortune  ?  Or  (hall  I  take  a 
better  courfe,  and  turn  upon  Lycogenes^ 
ia>  a  land-fight  ?  Yes,  I  will  meet  hiiti, 
and  at  leaft  die  in  my  own  Sicily  !*• 

Thus  refolved,    and  defiring  nothing 
but  to  die  honourably,  he  calls  for  the 

ncarelt 
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aearefl:  of  his  fervants,  and  (hews -them 
the  terrible  appearance  at  fea,  and 
commands  a  pinnace  to  be  lent  out  to 
difcover  and  bring  certain  information  of 
this  fufpcded  navy,  Archombrotus,  ever 
forward  to  face  every  danger,  offered  him- 
felf  for  this  iervice ;  but  the  king  checked 
his  heat  of  youth  and  courage,  and  bad 
him  referve  himfclf  for  worthier  dangers. 
In  the  mean  time,  they  faw  a  fmall  bark 
rowing  from  the  fleet  to  the  port :  Timo- 
nidcs  being  fent  to  receive  them,  and 
know  their  bufinefs,  foon  perceived  good 
figns  of  better  fortune  than  he  expeftcd  ; 
for  in  the  bark  was  an  herakl,  who,  that 
he  might  not  be  miftaken  for  an  enemy, 
had  his  head  and  the  wand  he  held  in  his 
hand  crowned  with  olive  wreaths.  He 
did  not  declare  to  Timonides  who  he 
was,  but  defired  to  fpeak  to  the  king. 

Meleandcr's  fears  were  now  abated, 
and  he  inftantly  admitted  him  to  his 
prefence,  to  whom  he  thus  fpoke  :  •'  Ra- 
dirobanes,  king  of  Sardinia,  and  the 
ifles  of  the  Baleares,  fends  this  token  of 
jrontrafted  fricndfliip  to  thee,  Meleander, 

king 
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king  of  Sicily*     If  it  (hall  pkaie  thee  to 
compare  k,  thou  wilt  find  it  the  fame  that 
pafled    between  your  fathers."       Thus 
faying,  he  delivered  half  a   ring,    upon 
which  was  engraved  a  h^nd  of  gold,  which 
when  united  with  the  other  half  met  with 
another  hand  held  but  in  the  fame  manner, 
as  giving  itfelf   in  token  of  friendlhip. 
<«  Then  (&id  the  herald  again)  doft  thou, 
Oking,  acknowledge  this  friendihip  ?**  The 
king  accepted  it,  and  confefled  that  the 
other  half  was  in  his  cuftody.     "  Your 
gueft  and    friend  (faid  he)  is  here  upon 
your  feas  widi  the  beft  troops  in  his  king* 
dom,  which  he  has  brought  in  his  fleet  to 
youraffiftance  :  for  hearing  that  you  were 
difturbed  by  a  rebellion  of  your  diQoyal 
fubjefts,  he  could  not  bear  (being  your 
ancietlt  friend)    that    fuch    an  example 
againft   the    lawful    authority  of   kings 
fliould  go  unpuniflied." 

Meleander  held  his  peace^  fcarcely  yet 
believing  fo  fudden  a  benefit  of  the  gods, 
yet  he  fhewed  his  conftancy  of  mind,  in 
that  his  ^  countenance  was  not  changed. 
^^  Herald,  (faid  he)  return  to  thy  king » 

and 
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and  fay  that  I  now  forgive  the  infatuation 
of  my  people,  finqe  it  has  been  the  means 
of  procuring  rne  tlie  fight  and  affiftancc 
of  fo  great  and  generous  a  friend.  Let 
him  now  direftly  enter  Sicily,  and  he  Ihall 
find  uji  as  ready  tq  do  him  honour,  as  he 
hath  been  to  deferye  it.*- 

After  this  audience,  the  herakl  was  carried 
to  a  Ihort  refrelhment.    In  the  mean  time 
the  king  called  a  council  with  his  friends^ 
and  alked  them,  whether  it  were  fitting 
that  he  fliould  go  to  Radirobanes,  or  by. 
his  nobles  feck  fonie  ftronger  afRirances  of 
hb  faidi.     They  were  of  divers  opinions, 
not  daring  to  diftruft,   nor  yet  entirely 
give  credit  to  fo  great  a  happinefs.     Why 
fhould  Radirobanes  be  at  fo  much  coft  and 
pains    for   another's  benefit?      Exceflivc 
courtcfy  is   always  to  be    fufpedted;    it 
was   fcarcely  credible,    that  he  (hould  fit 
out  fo  great  a  fleet  for  Meleander's  fake 
more  than  for  his  own  :    '*  For  (faid  the 
king)  there  were  many  difputes  between  his 
father  and   mine,  after  which  there  were 
leagues  of  friendfhip,  becaufe  both  fides 
being  rather  tired  of  war  than  of  hatred  •, 

now 
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now  whether  they  bring  aid  or  treacheiy 
h  uncertain  *  what  ani  I  to  think  xrfit?" 

But  Clcobulus  affirmed,  there  was  no 
doubt  to  be  made,  that  the  king  ought  to 
go  to  Radirobanes ;    for  if  he  came  as  a 
friend,   it  was  very  opportunely ;   but  if 
as  an  enemy,  and  in  aid  of  Lycogenes,  it 
was  impoOible  for  the  king  to  withlland 
both  fea  and  land  confpiring  againft  him  : 
and  it  was  more  fuitable  to  the  majefty  c^ 
a  prince  to  be  deceived  under  pretence  of 
friendfhip^  than  to  be  conquered  by  open 
force,  .  *♦  You  afk  (continued  he)   from 
whence  Ihould  fpring  this  love  of  Radiro-^ 
banes  to  Mcleander  ?  Either  I  am  miftaken^ 
or  he,  a  young  king,  and  eager  of^glory, 
hath  taken  this  occafion  to  acquire  honour 
in  this  war,  and  to  open  the  way  by  his 
ckierts  to  the  marri^  of  your  daughter. 
He    will  therefore  fight  as    for  himfelf, 
being  ib  much  the  more  a  friend  to  Sicily, 
and  the  more  regardful  of  your  majefly, 
as  he  will  hope  to  be  himfelf  adopted  into 
your    family,    and   to  fiiccecd    to  your 
throne/* 

And 
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And  indeed  Cleobulus.  was  in  tho 
right  i  for  the  fame  of  Argenis,  and  the 
defire  to  obtain  the  crown  of  Sicily,  to 
which  that  lady  was  the  Ondoubted 
heirefs,  had  moved  Radirobanes  to  this 
expedition.  He  had  a  fleet  in  readinds, 
which  he  fecretly  defigned  againft  Mauri- 
tania ;  but  hearing  of  the  troubles  in 
Sicily,  he  deferred  his  intentions  againft 
Africa,  and  with  a  more  laudable  refolution 
failed  to  the  afliftance  of  Meleander. 


C  H  A  P.    XX. 

Meleander  goes  to  receive  Radirobanes.  ^tbi 
joy  of  the  Sicilians.  The  jealoufy  of  Ar*- 
chomhrotus. 

ARCHOMBROTUS,  who  was  pre- 
fent  at  this  confultation,  was  highly 
offended  at  the  mention  of  marriage  with 
Argenis  \  he  was  fo  incenfed  both  at  Ra- 
dirobanes  and  Cleobuhis,  that  the  pertur- 
bation of  hi9  mind  might  hiiye  been  di& 
Vol.  IL  F  covered 
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covered  in  his  countenafioe ;  yet  he  pre- 
Ibmed  not  to  contradi6b  it,  nor  <£d  he 
ipeakat  alL 

But  the  king  approving  die  opmion  of 
Ckobulus,  fome  were  prefendy  lent  to  the 
port,  to  make  ready  the  king's  barge.  In  ' 
rime  of  peace  the  king  took  pleafure  in 
gomg  about  in  it  near  the  fliore  •,  it  was 
iiot  large,  carrying  only  eight  oars,  and  the 
fame  number  of  paffengers.  Being  orna- 
mented with  many  figures  of  gold  and  filver, 
it  made  the  water  round  it  (hine  with  the 
kiftreof  the  images. 

Near  the  ftern,  in  fmall  letters  of  gold, 
thcfe  veris  were  written  : 

Fftir  fea-bcrp  queen,  thisjittlc;  boat  do(K  crave 
As  thine  own  fhell  thy  patronage  to  have ! 
This  was  not  buib  for  cruel  war's  alarms. 
When  Mars  appears,  and  fierce  Bcllona  arms ; 
When  (hips  encounter  or  the  trembling  waves ; 
Nar  can  Sh/t  ftand  ^'ough  Bgreafr-^hen  he  raves^ 
And  in  thfi  watex's  cOMrfe.  hitnfelf  enfoldfiy 
She  fteering  near  the  Ihore,  her  fafexourfe  hold*,. 
When  fair  Cymoihoefingingon  the  rocks. 
Combs  ofr«>tiie  iboth-wiiid's  dew  frott  her  green  lock^ 
Then,  daf  e$  flie  vpsture  to.  thge  fiirth^AribcBtBSf 
4^  her  j(feat.iiiallej;.tra4wi^.few«&4tfcs« 

2        - 
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If  we  ^refenre  thy  t,rf  horiouVd  grave. 
Do  ri6t  6ur  king  to  the  winds'  mercy  leave ! 
Hold  ^oti  t&e  rudder  in  thine  own  fail'  hand> 
And  of  this  bo«t  vouchfafe  to  take  command  ( 
If  o'er  the  curled  waves  thou  fmooth  the  way>    . 
Helen  arid  her  two  brothers  fhall'  obey. 
f  i^iseirant  ftoi-miEr  all  v^orhlly  ^reat'ncfs  drive, 
Afid  is  ilk-  riigi%  ffoniis  do  monatths  live. 

Thte  fei^tt  were  covered'  with  purple^ 
aRtJ  lit  fhd  llci'h  was  a  feat  like  a  throne,  but 
wide  enough  for  two  perfons  to  fit  in.  Eu^ 
rimed^s  was  left  to  guard  to  caftle,  while 
Arfidas  was  fent  before  ia  a  (mall  fkifF,  to 
give  hotice  to  Radirobanes,  of  the  cOming 
of  Meleaiider.  't'he  news  fpread  quickly 
over  all  "^ijpevSki^  that  the  Sardinians  were 
come  with  a  powerful  army  arid  navy  to 
Help  their  friends,  the  S>icilians  j  which 
^as  readily  bdieved*  ,  So  that  fuddcnly. 
thify  \^re  elated,^  not  only  with  hope,  bui; 
affilrance  6f  yi£tor^y  who  but  lately  were 
di^'dAed.  They  tWonged  ihto  the  market 
plite;  cfapplrig  their  hands,  and  congra- 
ttlfating^.  each  otficS'  upon  their  common 
ftftty* :  neither  were  tfiey  lefs  joyful  who 
^^rt  le^  to"  guard  the  walls.  Ilxit  when 
the  king  went  idbwn  to  the  harbourj  the 
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«alr  refounded  with  acclamations  ;  whicli 
-with  the  trumpets  and  other  inftruments 
of  war,  made  anoifethat  reached  to  the  ene- 
mies camp.  Lycogenes  had  the  prefump- 
tion  to  fuppofe,  that  the  king's  army  hav- 
ing loft  all  hope,  were  coming  like  dc^- 
rate  men,  to  ieek  their  deaths  at  his  hand 
He  therefore  thus  fpoke  to  thofe  about 
Jhim :  "  This  day  is  the  laft  of  our  labours, 
for  we  (hall  but  afford  tfiem  means  to  die, 
from  whom  we  have  taken  the  means  to  live. 
Go,  therefore,  and  call  the  Ibldiers  to  the 
fpoils  they  have  deferved  ;  fince  the  gods, 
that  our  vidbory  might  be  the  more  wel- 
come, have  fent  it  fooner  than  we.. could 
hope  or  expeft." 

Thus  fpeaking,  he  fets  his  army  in  aiv 
ray  •,  and  by  looks,  words,  and'  actions, 
becomes  an  example  of  courage  and  refo- 
lution  to  them  all.  He  then  fends  forth 
fcouts,  to  bring  certaJii  notice  of  the  .ene- 
mies approach,  who  wqit  almoft  to  the 
king's  camp,  and  finding  no  figns  of  an 
engagement,  they  returned  to.  their  tents, 
xeporting,  that  there  was  nothing  to  be 
icen  in  the  field  >  Jjutfrom  jthe  ,cfty  th^ 

.hcar4 
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&eard  great  rioiies  of  fhouting,  as  of  men^^ 
who  celebrated  the  feftiyals  of  Bacchus, . 
aiid  that  the  country  rung  with  the  founds 
•of  drums  'and  trumpets.  Lycogenes  was^- 
ftruck  with  this  prefage  of  his  declining; 
fortune,  yet  he  fct  his  army  in  readinefs 
for  an  engagement ;  and  fent  out  fome  of- 
his  foldicrs,  in  the  habits  of  countrymen*. 
to.  difcover  what  was  going  forward  in^ 
Eiperfte,  and  without  danger  to  themfelvesy, 
to  inform  him  of  their  motions. 

By  this  time  Arfidas  had.fpoken  to  Ra- 
dirbbanes^.  and  fhewed  him  the  barges  ia 
the  harbour,  wherein  Meleander  was  com- 
ing to  hini.     Kadirobanes*s   admiral- (hip  . 
was    magnificently    adorned,    and    many* 
ftreamers  for  fhew  hung  playing  in  the'^ 
wind,   from  the  faih  and  yard-arms;    at' 
the'ftern   the*  figrure  of  Helen   and*  her* 
two  brothers  were   feen,   diftingiiiflied  by 
three  gokJen  ftars.    -Thefailors,  who  were' 
all  handfomcly 'dr^^fKrd  in  blue  uniforms, . 
plyed  i?i  their  offices,  or  fliewcd  their  dcx- 
tery  by  nftounting  the  mafts  and  fail-yards^ 
as  if  they  flew.     The  foldiers  had  on  their ' 
richeft  •arms  and  accoutrements,  and   tlie* 
F  3  king„ 
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king  was  furrpunded  by  ^  the  pomp  of 
majcfty.  From  the  veflers  fide  were  ftak^ 
of  wood,  covered  with  blue  tapcihy^  oa 
the  top  of  which  (toad  Radirobanes  in  a 
kingly  robe,  girt  about  him  with  a  girdle 
of  gold  and  needle-work^  ready  to  receive 
Meleander ;  his  hair  hanging  down  to  his 
.fliouldcrs,  Ibmcwhat  more  curioufly  drcfled 
than  became  a  foldier.  The  firft  in  his 
favour,  and  next  his  poffop^  was  an  old 
Ligurian,  who  had  been  hi^  gov^nor,  and 
fince  he  became  a  man  he  di^.  not  fo  ipucfaL 
follow  bi3  advice,  as  acquaint  him  with  . 
his  refolutipns ;  he  was  calkd  Virtig^uies. 
The  king  at  this  time  was  conv^rfing  wkh 
him  and  Arfidas^  looking  towards  SiqWy 
and  praifing  the  country  with  fuperfluous 
compliments,  for  thofe  felicities  and  qua^ 
lities,  of  which  he  was  yet  unacquainted^ 

At  length  Meleander*s  barg^  caoie  t;o 
the  (hip's  fide,  and  he,  fupported  by  Ar« 
chomibrotus,  afcended  the  ftairs,  till  he 
came  high  enough  for  Radirobanes  to  give 
him  his  hand  ^  and  then  they  ftmbraced 
each  other  like  old  aiiid  familiar  friends. 
Meleander  gave  him  thanks  for  his  free 

and 
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and  generous  aOiftance ;  and  he,  fpeaking 
widi  exceeding  modefty  of  the  benefit,  made 
it  appear  the  greater^ 

After  the  firft  compliments,  the  ohe  re- 
ceived the  falutatio^s  of  the  Sardinian  no* 
ble$,  the  othfer  of  thofe  of  the  Sicilians^ 
then  they  faluted  each  other  as  friends  and 
gucib.  Prefently  after,  Radirobancs  un- . 
requcfted  went  down  into  Meleandcr's 
barge,  who  had  firft  put  himfelf  in  his 
j>ower  by  coming  into  his  fhip  5  while  the 
ihofre  andlhips  refounded  with  the  (houts 
of  the  faiiors  on  both  fides,  applauding 
the  liiutiial  confidence  of  the  two  king$, 
who  ti*ufted  in  their  integrity,  and  the  rites 
t£  hofpitality^  in  freely  and  pleafently  coiv- 
verfing  together.  Oh  mifcrabfe  grcatnefe, 
that  feldom  taftes  the  happinefs  of  private 
liife,  nor  enjoys  the  fweetnefs  of  conver- 
lation,  without  fufpicion  or  jealoufy ! 
When  the  two  kings  were  landed,  they 
renewed  their  embraces  and  compliments. 
From  thence  Radirobancs,  after  ke  had 
upon  the  fliore  worfliippcd  the  gods  of 
Sicily,  was  condufted  by  Meleander,  who 
gave  him  the  upper  hand,  to  their  horfes, 
F  4  which 
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which  ftood  ready  for  them.  Then,  fur- 
rounded  by  the  nobles  and  attendants  of 
both,  they  proceeded  firft  to  the  city^ 
and  thence  to  the  caftle.  The  noblemen  of 
Sicily  that  night  gave  a  welcome  to  thofe 
of  Sardinia:  they  contended  who  ihowld 
entertain  them,  which  they  did  with  fuch 
joy  and  cordiality,  that  they  fecmed  to 
have  forgotten  the  danger  of  the  impend- 
ing war. 

But  all  thefe  things  gave  Archombrotus 
little  pleafure,  who  faw  a  rival  coming 
forward,  fo  powerful  and  fcrviceablei 
that  it  would  be  ungrateful  both  in  Meier 
ander  and  Argenis,  not  to  love  him.  There* 
fore,  whilft  others  were  entertaining  their 
new  allies,  he,  pretending  more  neceflaiy 
bufinefs,*  went  to  the  ramparts,  as  by  th^ 
king's  command,  to  furvey  the  watch> 
admonijfhing  them'  not  to  be  fecure  oit 
carelefs,  in  confidence  of  the  afTiftance 
of  their  new  friends,  but.  to  keep  careful 
guard,  ^  as  mirth  and  fecurity  oftea  give 
the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  do  niifchief. 
But  when  he  was  got  away  from  the  crowd,, 
he  walked  alone  upon  the  ramparts  with  his, 

head 
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hc^redineid,"^andj  his  arms  qrofled  upon 
his  ;hreaft:  Qv^iiwhclmed  with  confufed 
^mghtsiih^  kaeiy  not  where  to '  begin  Jris 
i^dmpjaint.      .  • .    .  i  * 

*::"0  ye  juft  gfjds,  (faid.  he)  you  have. 
py66fh(!3ctj«ri)^nfa^it  J  ilibated  Poliarchus, 
],^dT«ittedrthfe  mum  of  the  man  I  once 
fiiiC.ercljri;loyied^.!onl)rsto  make  way  for  a 
njore  jd»igcax)«s  ^  rival.      To  Poliarchus 
tjkefe;  hands,  at  leaft  this  heart,  had  made, 
ipe  equal.     But  what  power  have    I    to- 
equal  Radirobaqes  ?     He  comes,  not  truft- 
ing  in  his  own  defentj    but  in  the  ftrcngth 
and  riches  of  his  dominions:    he   comes 
agaanfl:  me  more  than  Lycogenes ;  and  if  ^ 
I  fove  Argenis  the  beft,   how  can  I  oppofe 
him  who  beft  hath  ferved  her  *•—  him  who 
hath   found  the  way  to    confer   favours 
before  he  aflcs  for  any  ?" 

And  now  he  became  impatient  j  ftamp- 
iflg  fiercely,'  and  quickeJoing  his  pace,  he 
k^pt  filent  fef  a  while';  then  again,  with 
a  difdainful  fmile,  he  renewed  his  com- 
plaints againft  Fortune.  "  Behold,  (faid 
he)  now  three  of  us  pretend  to  Argenis ! 
Three  afpireto  that  blefling  which  but  one  * 
F  5  can 
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cair  enjoy,  to  fay  nothing  of  others^  wbo,* 
fcr  ought  I  know,  may  be  as  defpetate  ^eu- 
myfelf !  Wretch  that  I  am  t  will  lib;  the' 
numbfer  of  her  admirers'  daily  encreafey 
or  do  I  think  none  but  myfdf  capiabk  of 
difcerhing  her  beaudes  or  mpmsi  Bue 
diere  will  be  time  enough  to  dikik  of  olchttey 
let  me  now  only  be  carefu^^  that  tUs^ 
ftorm  from  Radirobanes  fink  hoc  my 
hopekfs  veffeL  While  Lycogenes  livesy 
all  contention  is  unfeafonable.  DoUbtieis, 
he  will  not  carry  off  the  prize  before  the 
vi<5lory:  how  many  changes  happen  in. 
the  courfe  of  war !  Perhaps  this  boafter 
may  be  flain  in  the  field,  or  prafuming 
\ipon  the  merits  of  his  fervices,  he.  may 
become  fufpeded  by  Melcander.  This 
war  will,  afford  me  opportunities  to  figna- 
lize  myfelf,  and  do  me  honour  with  the 
king  of  Sicily.  In  the  mean  time,  I  muft 
diflcmble  both  my  love  and  refentnKnt, 
i^nd'iive  at  peace  with  himj  againftwhoai' 
my  heart  declares  war/' 
^  Having  compofed  hh  mind  with  thi^ 
refolution,  he  came  back  to  the  wacch^i 
and  again  admonifhed  them'  to  be  careful. 

Eurimidcs 
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Eorhixid^  and  the  other  officers  repeated, 
the  fame  diredions ;  but  the  ibidiers  nerer^ 
thele&  kept  the  wateh  in  the  midft  o£  their 
6&ps  and  garlands.    The  next  morning  the 
kings,  with  their  principal  officers,  hekl  a. 
tounctl  oi  war.     The  troops  of  Radtro^ 
Jbanes  were  on  board  his  fhips,.  and.  he 
knowing  it  wowld  breed  fufpfcion,  if  he 
ihouki  dcfire  to  bring  them  into  the  city^ 
prevented  the  doubts  of  Melcander,  wliai 
wifely  concealed  his  diftruft  on  this-oc-^ 
cafion.      **  In  this  fleet,,  (faid  he)  which. 
now  rides  at  anchor,  I  have  brought  eight 
thoufand  men  completely  armed,,  and  four/ 
l3)0u£ind  archers  and  fling^rs:  I  have  alfo. 
many  young  and  a&ive  horfemen;^  but<. 
in  regard  to  the  inconvenience,  I  fhipped; 
but  few  horfes :  if  you  will  fivhifii,themy, 
I.  wttl  find  riders.     But  that  Lycb^tncs 
ttiay  no  Imger  go  tinpunilhcd,,  we  will, 
if  you  pleafe,   land   the  army.y  and.  be- 
eaufe  the  rocky  fhore  affi>Kls  boe  one  way 
into  the  city,^.  let  but  one  companyv  at  a^ 
time  be  admitted  witlw  the  walH4  when^ 
that  is  outi  of  the  gates,   andipaflcd-  td  the 
qy^tcr> ,  which  you,  fhall;  appomt  at   the 
E  6L  foot: 
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foot  of -the  hill,  then  a  fecond  fhall  marc& 
through,  and  hi  like  manner  all:  the  reft ; 
and  the  guard  ai:  each  gate  (hall  be  of 
your  own  foldiers,  to  admit  and  fend  them 
into  the  field." 

Meleandcr  replied^  there  was  ra>  occafion 
for  fo  much  care,  (ince  nothing  could  be 
feared  from  thofc  foldiers,  who  had  been 
under  the  difcipline  of  Radirobanes ;  bui 
if  he  chofe  to  have  a  guard  at.the  gates, 
he  (hould  appoint  them  ofc  his  own  men : 
for  he  Ihould  never  think  himfelf  in-more 
fafety,  than  in  the  hands  of.  his  friend* 
"With  fuch  words  and  compliments  the 
kings  contended,  who  fhould  flie.w  the 
greateft  confidence  in  the  other. 

But  when  the  Sardinians  and.  Baleariana 
were  landed,  both  the  kings  went  on  horfe- 
back  to  the  market-pl^e  to  vkw  them, 
and  giye  direftions.  Radirobaaes  was 
dreft  in  golden  armour,  with  a  purpk 
caffock  over  it,  his  head  all  bare,  except  a 
regal  diadem.  Meleander  likewife  was 
armed,  and  with  far  more  dignity  and 
Gompofure  in  his  looks,,  drew  all  men^ 
eyes  and  good  wilhes  towards  him.    The 

Balearians 
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Kalearians  firft entered  the  city:  they  wer« 
flingcrsv  and   reckoned   the  moft  expert 
of  all  nations  in  the  ufe.of  that  weapon, 
•which  they  praftifed  from  their  childhood  ; 
they   were  reported  to.  kill  a  bird  in  its . 
flight,  and  it  was  counted  a  dilhonour  ta 
mils  their  aim.     The  Sardinians  followed'. 
iiext^  being  armed  after  the  Punic  mani 
ner:    they  were  covered  by  their  broad  . 
fmooth  fhields,    their  Ihort  fwordjs  hung. 
oji  their  belts,  w  hich  they,  ufed  after  they 
had  fpent  their  darts,  their  helmets  being 
moftly  brafs,  with  terrible  crefts,^   repre- 
fenting  the  heads  of  wild  beafts  with  grin- 
ning afnd-extcnded  jaws.     The  whole  day 
was  fcarcely  long  enough   for  this    great 
army  to  pafs- through  the  city.     Archom- 
brotu^  and  Timonides  were  -ftationed  in^ 
Meleander's  camp  to  receive  the  ftrangers 
as  they  came  down  from  the  city,  and  fhew 
them   the    quarter    appointed   for    them. . 
They  drew  an  intrenchment  for  thtimfelves, 
and  fortified  their  enlarged  camp.     Mele- 
ander  furnifhed  them  with  provifions  of  alt- 
kinds,   and  commanded  his  men  to  enter- 
I.  '    tain. 
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tain  theiDy.  ta  accept  their  Invlta^ns  in 
turn,  and  to  cultivate  their  friendfli^  hf 
all  the  rites  of  hofp4taiky/ 
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Dotdh  and' fears  arife  in  the  arm  ofLyc^ 
genes.    He  harangues  and  marjbals  his 
amFf.     Mekander  offtrs  pardcn    fo  oM 
that  will  lay  dawn  their  arms^  m  whieh 
many  of  thejreiels  return  to  their  duty.  • 

IN  the  cartip  of Lycogenesall  things' 
wore  a  different  appearance  ^  for  after 
diey  had  certain  inforn>ation  of  the  arrival 
of  Radirobanes  with  auxiliary  forces,. 
fear  reftorcd  many  of  them  to  theip  right 
minds.  Then  they  began  to  be  fenfible 
qf  their  boldnefs  and  prefumption  in  defying 
their  king;  they  thought  the  gods  were 
determined  to  reverse  the  wrongs  of  in- 
fuked  majefty,  and  their  troubled  minds,, 
from  daily  and  common  accidents,  fancied 
continual  .omens  of  ill  fuccefs.  Thefc: 
terrors^  were  augmented  by  the.  chearful- 

nefii. 
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iHfl^  (^the  king^ii  who^»  conffdiqg  in  their 
0Teiigth  and  Goyrage,  would  no  longev 
astSD^nm  the  ckf,  as  if  they  were  befieged^ 
bw  #lvanced  their  camp  from  the  foot 
of  die  mouniaiay  within  li^t  of  the  enemy^ 
tihat,  if  :he  refufed  t^  %hti  they.  migh« 
riahtrfarce  him^out  of  Jim  intrenchaient^ 
or  c&  btock  hxm  up  in  it.  The  'goodne& 
of  the  cai^»  and  the  dignity  of  the 
gienerals,  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  ir^ 
war.  The  camp  of  the  kings  appeared  aw&* 
fol  and  venerable  ^  the^ents  of  Meleandec 
and  Radirobanes  fhone  with  the  enfigns  of 
fovereign  m^efty^  and  animated  their 
ibldiefs  with  hope,  while  their  enemies 
were  (Kfpirited,  and  refle<5):ed  on  the  bafe^ 
nefe  of  their  caufe* 

LycQgencs  wilhed  for  nothing  more  thanb^ 
to_  copie  to  battle  immediately^  for  he; 
knew  that  thefe  fears  would  increafe: 
among  bis  men^  and  was  glad  the  kings 
defufed  an  engagement.  Early  in  the 
morningv  his  fcouts  brought  word,,  that 
the  royal  arrtly,  were  drawn  out  in  battle. 
array;  therefore,  that  this  fierce.,  man 
might  not  feem  backward  to  engage,  h& 

hung 
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K\jng  out  a  red  enfign  from  tht  top  of  h«^ 
tent  for  a*  fignal  of  battle.    Then  he  palled: 
through  his  camp,-  labouring  to  lAfufe-hopei 
and  courage  ihfto  his  men^  fpeaking  fome-- 
trfnes  to  the  *olficer$,-  tlien  to  the  fo-idiersL* 
<*  Whatf  havQ.  ^^!  to-fear,  (faid^he)  whoi 
are  already,  in vinclbtei by  To  many-.-vick' 
tories?     Mcleander   is' 'held  'back  ^fom> 
flight  only  by  thefe  Sardinian  ptrates,  Avh^ 
arc  come  hither,  not  out  of  love  to  him,.. 
bTifwith  the  hope  of  pltinder  :  if  v/e  gain^ 
the  viftdry,  thefe  fine*  auxiliaries  will  with 
all  fpeed  rob'  and  fpdil  Eiperfte,  and  re- 
turn with  their  booty  on  boaixi  their  fhips, 
jeeking  fame  other  place,  where  they  may 
do  the  fame  mifchief.     But  fuppofe  themr 
faithful  to  Mekandcr,  do  you  think  they 
will'fpend  their  blood  for  ftrangers  ?     No, 
if  you  plhy  the  men,-  they  will  turn  their 
•back«,  and  leave  -  Melcander   to  himfelf. 
To  conclude,'  you  will  confider,  that  all 
warlike  enterprifes-  are  attended  with  fomc 
danger  and  hazard ;  but  feldom  is   thpre^ 
offered  fo  much  honour  and  glory  as  now, 
that  two  kings  together  may  be  your  prey 
or  your  prifoners.'* 

Having 
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Having  ended  his  fpeech,  when  the  fol- 
diers  were  drawn  out  in  order  of  battle^ 
after  the  Spartan  rites,  he  facriHced 
a  young  dog  to  Mars,  The  Enyalian, 
brother  of  _Bellona,  and  the  foothfayer; 
whom  he  had  hired  for  that  purpofc,  gave 
out  that  the  offering  was  accepted."  Then 
the  army  was  thus  difpofed :  the  right 
wing  was  led  by  Mcnocritus,  the  brothef 
of  Oloodemws,  who  hated  the  king,  both 
on  account  of  his  attachment. to  the  fac- 
tion, and  in  rcfentment  for  his  brother** 
death.  In  the  left  wing,  Lycogenes  placed 
his  ncw-raifed  troops,  and  fuch  as  he  fuf- 
peAed,  under  the  command  of  Nabides : 
they  were  flanked  by  the  marfhes,  that 
having  no  retreat  they  might  fight  it  out 
bravely.  Himfclf  was  in  the  center,  with^ 
the  flower  of  his  army :  he  was  proudly 
mounted,,  and  his  countenance'  enflamed- 
.  with  various  paflions,  as  one  who  knew 
on  that  day's  fucccfs  it  depended,  whether 
he  fhould  gain  a  crown  or  lofe  his  life. 
Thus  fituated,  he  waited  for  the  enemy  , 
to  advance,  when  from  the  royal-  army 
a  horfeman  came  forth,  whom  a  party  of 

fbldiei'^> 
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foldiers  followed  at  a  dlftance  as  for  his 
guard.    He  came  as  far   as  the  middle 
ipace  between  the  two  armies,  and  tlien. 
ftoppedy  fceming  by   his  geftures   to  de* 
mand  a  parley.     Lycogenes    ient    out  a 
iingle  perfon,  with  the  fame  number  of 
attendants,   fuppofing  it  might   be  fome 
youths  about   the  king,  who  ^delired  to 
bcgm  the  fight  by  a  fingle  combat  between 
the  two  armies,  and  proudly  challenged 
an  opponent*    But  one  of  thofe  ient  out 
ibon  returned,  and  declared  that  it  W49 
nn  herald  lent  by  Meleaoder.     The  wholt 
army    were    filled  with   expexfl^tioa^    to 
know  what  the  enemy  had  to  fey :  what . 
treaty  coukl  there  be  between  thofe  iirmecl 
^ainll  each  other,  and  juft  ready  to  en-> 
gage  in  mortal  war !      As  ibon  as  the 
herald  had  obtained  an  audience,  he  fpo!.e 
after  this  manner :   "  The  king  offers  a 
free  pardon  lo  all  that  ihall  repent  €)f  their 
pad:   rafhnefs,    and  return    to   his  camp 
before   night.     In  regard  to  what  is  paft, 
no  law  nor  juftice  fhall  take  cognizance 
of  it|  but  all  fhall  be  forgotten ;  and  par- 
don he  proclaims  upon  his   own    royal 

word 
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wprd  ^  feitb.**  Havida^  tbus  fpQk«Q^ 
he  fcattered  amoHg  them  iwny  billcu  to 
the  fame  eSccl,  and  then  turntiig  hb  hprle^ 
rode  back  to  bis  comp^rvy.  Above  twenty 
ft)ldiers  h^rd  his  words,  who  beir>g  re- 
turned to  their  ranks,  there  presently  rofe 
a  murmur  among  the  troops,  of  thofe 
that  enquired,  and  thofe  who  related  the 
herald's  declaration, 

Lycc^nes  w^  vested  to  fee  many  of 
his  men,  conprary  to  his  expe^t^ion,  gree«* 
dily  liftening  to  tbefe  tidii^s ;  but  diflenK 
blifig  hi^  fears,  **  Fellow  foWiers,  (faid  be} 
weiYmftobe7JMkIeaQder,l^t  us^  tohtmi 
but  let  us  go  armed^  I  take-  this  for  a 
good  om^a^  that  he  invites  us  to  his  camp  : 
th^re  are  good  hopes  that  we  ihall  fup 
in  k  as  conquerors,**  In  the  nudft  of  his, 
Ipcech,  word  was  brought,  that  the  kings, 
would  not  give  battle  that  day,  but  had 
drawn  out  a  part  of  their  army  upon  riling 
ground,  to  receive  fuch  as  flioukl  cmne 
over  to  them.  At  which  being  enraged,  he 
eixclaimed  y  "  But  we  will  draw  out  thofe 
who  attempt  to  corrupt  our  fklelity,  and 
force  them  to  difpute  it  by  ftrength,  and 
.  not 
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not  by  bafe  •  cunningr  Go  every  one  to 
your  colours  !  March  on,  my  foldiers, 
with  the  gods  to  aflVft  yojn  !  Go  and 
tread  thofe  wretches  under  your  feet,  who* 
now,  by  their  own  confefllon,  are  not  able 
to  withftand  you  !'*  But  the  foldiers  went 
reluftantly  about  their  charge.  He  faw^ 
them  whifpering  among  themfelvcs,  and 
perceived,  that  the  courage  of  moft  of 
them  was  daunted,  and  this  was  incrcafed 
by  the  going  over  of  Acegoras,  who  firfl: 
made  a  tryal  of  the  king's  promife.  He- 
was  a  man  of  note,  refpcfted  both  for  his* 
birth  and  followers,  and  had"'  taken  parr 
with  Lycogenes,  more  through  the  fault 
of  the  times,  than  his  own*  Knowing  that 
riie  hope  of  pardon  and  favourjlay  open  to- 
him,  who  fhould  firfl:  feek  it,  with  forty* 
foldiers  and  feveral  of  his  friends  he  croffed. 
the.  field  between  the  two  .armies,  and  at 
the  firfl:  guard  in  Meleander's  camp,  laid, 
down  his  arms,  and  being  brought  befiwe 
the  king^  he  fpoke  thus,.  ".  I  fear  not». 
Sire,  to  be  called  a  fugitive,  for  I  depart, 
ffoni  an  unjufl:  fa6bioa  to  put  myfclf  under, 
a  j^ufl:.  and  lawful  command,:  but  I.  have: 
:    .  this. 
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-ibis  comfort  left,  that  being  one  of  the  laft 
to  join  with  Lycogenes,  I  am  the   firft  to 
return  to  my  due  obedience."     The  king 
briefly  commended  him,  and  promifed  to  re- 
ward him,  who  had  fhewed  the  others  the 
way  to  their  duty.  He  then  fenthim  to  Arch- 
omhrotus,  to  whom  orders  were  given  to 
be  careful  of  thofe  who  ftiould  come  over, 
left  any  mifchief  fhould  be  pradifed  under 
colour  of  reconciliation.       He  therefore 
brought  them  into  a  field,,  that  lay  under 
view  of  the  kings  camp,  and  pawning  his 
faith  for  their  fafety,  left  them  there  dif- 
armed  :  but  to  Acegoras,  and  two  of  his 
friends,  their  arms  were  reftored,  in  refpe6t' 
to  their  noble  birth,  and  themfelves  placed 
among  the  nobility,  near  the  king's  perfon. 
But  in  the  army  of  Lycogenes,  moft 
of  the  troops   apparently  were  ftaggered 
in  their  fidelity,  many  from  both  the  wings 
flipt  away  unfeen,  others  followed  their  fel- 
low foldiers.  At  length  Lycogenes,  drawing 
his  refolution  from  neceflity,   got  upon  a 
hillock  raifed  with  turiF,   and  prayed,  that 
they  would  at  the  leaft  hear  him  in  filenc^ 
^^  By^w;h^t  name  (faki  he)  Ihalll  pall  you  ? 

My. 
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My  fellov^  foldiers  —  or  what^  fgr  your 
£Uces,  I  am  alhamed  of,   my  enemies  ?" 
Yet  by  whatever  name  you  may  ehufe  ta 
be  called,    that  no  malt  may  ftilc  joxx 
Craicors,    runaways,    betrayers    of    your 
general,  I  here  difcharge  you  —  f  difiiaJfi 
you  -^  go  home,  countryrtien !      Yoa 
followed  not  this  war  for  my  fake,  but  to' 
ufe  my  advice  and  afliff ance  \  but  I  relealr 
you  of  your  cftaths,  I  v^ill  no  longer  labour^ 
for  your  ftfety ;   for  to  confer  benefits  on 
men  againft  their  wills,  is  often  accourited 
tyranny.    I  woulrf  Have  rendered  you  fafe 
and  hAppjy  r  woofd  have  m^de  yoti  con^ 
qutMfi,  you  wereiijJoil  the  jioiiit  of  being 
fo;   btit  rtow,    by^  a  bafe  corifeflion  of 
your  cowardice,  you  offer  your  necks  tlf 
a'  provoked  and  infblted  epemy.     What 
panic,   what  fury^     hath  bereft  you  of* 
your  wits',  Oh  my  foldiefs  ?    I  pity  your' 
fituatxon  ftill  more  than  I  am  aflkmed  of^ 
your  levity.  But  go  your  way  likie  facrificcs; 
whether  Mcleander  will  put  you  to  deatK 
now;  or  refervfe  yoti  till  he  can  take  his 
revenge  with  more  iecufity.  .  For  my  part, 
I  tHank"  tHc'gbds  that  they  have  fiiewn  me 
-   '  your 
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yt>ur  inconftancy  before  the  battle  !•  Other- 
wifeyour  cowardice  might  have  dHheartcncd 
my  beft  foldicrs,  who  noWj  by  your  de- 
parture, will  be  purged  of  all  corruption. 
The  gods  forbid  that  Sicily  fliould  be  fo 
abandoned,  but  that  ftHl  a  great  number 
Ihould  remain  foiind  and  true  to  the  interclt 
of  their  country  !  Thefe  I  do  even  now 
difcern  from  the  reft,  and  perceive  them 
to  be  more  moved  with  indignation  at 
your  foUy,  than  at  thelofs  of  fuch  compa- 
nions.*' 

After  this  fpeech  he  defcended;  and 
«gain  repeated' that  he  gave  free  leave  to  as 
many  as  would  to  depart.  This  freedom 
of  their  fo  late  beloved  general  made  great 
numbers  of  them  alhamed;  many  therefore 
refolved  to  run  all  hazards  with  him^ 
efpecially  fuch  as  had  been  guilty  of  other 
offences,  and  thofe  whom  poverty  made 
to  look  upon  peace  as  their  greateft  pu* 
niftiment.  Others,  in  the  mean  time, 
departed  in  fmall  companies,  and  through 
bye  ways,  to  the  king's  camp ;  there 
were  not  lefs  than  fifteen  thoufand  in  all 
who  yielded  thcmfclves.    Mcleandcr  often 

affirmed^ 
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affirmed,  that  he  would  have  been  foriy 
to  have  purchafcd  the  viftory  with  the  lives 
of  fo  many  fubjedts  as  that  day  reftored  to 
him, 

Lycogenes  was  ftruck  to  the  heart  at  fo 
great  a  lofs.  He  returned  to  his  camp 
with  thole,  whofe  fidelity  the  defertion  of 
the  reft  had  given  him  full  proof  of ;  but 
the  kings,  having  thus  obtained  a 
bloodlefs  vidlory,  could  fcarce  give  ad- 
mittance to  (6  many  aS  came  to  congratu- 
late them.  Every  man,  according  to  his 
degree,  prefling  to  kifs  their  hands,  their 
clothes,  their  horfes,  and  even  the  ground 
they  had  trodden  upon. 
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j4  difcourfe  on  the  bones  of  a  Giant,  and  of 
the  Cyclops.  An  eruption  of  mount  jEtnay 
and  the  taking  of  Anaximander.  Of  the 
antiquities  of  Sicily. 

WHEN  the  kings  returned  to  their 
quarters,  they  were  received  with 
a  prefage  that  by  the  foothfayers  was  ac- 
counted very  fortunate.  For  as  Mclean- 
der's  fervants  were  removing  his  tent  to  a 
more  convenient  place,  they  dug  holes  to 
fet  the  polls  in,  and  found  there  certain 
bones,  which  feerned  to  have  been  part  of 
a  human  body  j  but  far  exceeding  the 
ordinary  ftature  of  the  men  of  that  age. 
No  JDody  doubted,  but  that  thefe'were  re- 
licks  of  the  race  of  the  Cyclops,  and  the 
augurs  interpreted,  that  all  the  land  of 
Sicily  Ihouid  be  fubjefted  to  the  power  of 
Meleander  j  for  nothing  had  been,  at  any 
time,  more  powerful  in  Sicily,  than  the 
Cyclops,  who  now  were  found  lying  in  his 
tent,  under  his  feet.  Meleander  and  Ra- 
Vol.  11.  G  diroban^s 
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dirobanes  were  hardly  got  within  the  tren- 
ches, when  the  flattering  foothfayers  pre- 
fented  the  fragments  of  thefe  vaft  bodies 
before  them.  Radirobanes  was  much, 
more  aftonifhed  than  Mcleander,  who  had 
bcfb:e  feen  bones  c£  the  Cyclops.  But 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  who  till  then  had 
cfteemed  thofe  tales  as  fabulous,  when  he 
handled  the  bones  and  faw  Meleander 
fcarcely  moved  at  the  fight,  as  if  it  were 
familiar  to  him,  began  to  enquire  more 
i'erioufly  about  this  nation  of  the  Cyclops, 
what  they  were,  whence  derived,  and  how 
tliey  became  extinft  ?  Meleander  having 
committed  to  Eurimedes  the  care  of  the 
watch,  chcarfully  applied  himfelf  to  dif- 
courfe  upon  the  fubjeft;  having  many 
Sardinians  about  him,  and  pleafed  to  be 
queftioned  concerning  the  ancient  monu- 
ments of  his  own  Sicily,  he  thus  began : 

"  Some  believe,  the  whole  race  of  the 
Cyclops  to  have  been  wild  and  favage ; 
while  others  affirm,  that  they  .were  not 
only  wprfliippers  of  the  gods,  but  alfo  of 
divine  lineage  themfelves  :  but  it  is  agreed 
by  all,  tliat  they  were  of  extraordinary  fta- 

turej 
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tutc ;  and  this  might  be  the  caufc  of  the 
error  of  ftrangcrs,  who  fancied  that  im- 
pious minds  mull  inhabit  fuch  vaft  and 
ftupendous  bodies;  and  fearing  their 
ftrength,  they  dared  not  enter  into  con- 
ferenoe  with  them,  but  made  hafte  to  their 
Ifaips. 

**  But  (befides  many  other  reafons  I  have) 
an  argument  drawn  from  the  old  religion 
of  the  Greeks,  perfuades  me  not  to  believe 
them  cruel  or  wicked ;  for  on  the  Ifthmus 
of  Corinth,  there  is  an  ancient  cuftom  of 
facrificing  to  the  .Cyclops,  as  to  fuperior 
beings.  Their  origin,  laws,  manners,  and 
•cuftoms,  the  ignorance  of  antiquity  hath 
concealed  from  us;  but  there  is  a  tradition 
that  they  dwelt  chiefly  in  the  caves  about 
JEtna  and  Leontium :  and  they  are  faid 
to  be  begotten  by  Neptune,  upon  whom 
our  anceftors  feem  to  have  fathered  all  the 
heroes  of  extraordinary  ftrength  and  fta- 
ture.  Nor  .need  we  wonder  that  fo  few 
traces  of  them  ftiould  remain,  for  they 
were  feated  here  before  Saturn;  fince 
whofetime  fomany  ages  are  paft,  that  the 
ruins  of  Chamafomus,  which  was  the  prin- 
G  z  cipal 
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cipal  town  he  built  in  this  ifland,  arc  not 
to  be  found.  Only  the  fcpulchres  of  the 
Cyclops  are  remaining,  for  the  moft  pare 
in  caves,  either  changed  by  earthquakes, 
overflowed  by  water,  or  covered  with 
ruins.  Yet  fometimes  we  .  have  unde- 
fignedly  lighted  upon  them ;  what  huge 
carcaflTes,  what  fierce  countenances,  how 
worthy  to  authorife  the  ftories  related  b£. 
them  ! 

"  I  was  once  hunting  near  Syracufa, 
in  the  field  which  they  call  Gereates ; 
a  hound  ftood  at  bay  at  the  mouth  of 
an  unknown  cave,  which  drew  us  that 
wayby  his  continual  yelpings,  till  we  per- 
ceived the  horrors  of  this  unfrequented 
place,  which  ftriKk  me  with  an  awful  re- 
verence. I  was  defirous  to  fearch  further. 
into  what  the  gods  had  fhewn  us,  and 
caufing  the  bufhes  to  be  cut  away  from  the 
entrance,  from  thence  I  viewed  as  much 
^SLS  the  light  of  that  paflage  would  allow  ; 
and  faw  a  flight  of  ftone  fl:airs  which  led 
into  a  deep  cavern.  I  fent  for  lights^  and 
with  a  fmall  company  went  under  ground, 
which  was  filled  with  a  damp  and  thick: 

air. 
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air.     Having  pafied  through' the  entry,  we 

came  into  a  very  large  vault,   arched  over 

and  .Ihining  with  gravel.  Hones,  and  other 

congelations.      In  the  midft  was   a  huge 

ftone,   which  feemed  as  if  it  grew  there, 

and  upon  it  lay  a  burthen  prodigious  and 

terrible  to  behold.     I  atn  almoft  afraid  to 

relate  it ;   for  how  can  lexpedt  that  you, 

my  gueft,  fhould  credit  that,  which  I  could 

"hardly  truft  my  own  hands  and  eyes  to  be- 

I'eve  ?    Yet  I  will  tell  it  to  convince  you 

that  I  really  faw  it. — There  lay  upon  this 

ftone  a  huge  bulk,  in  human  fhape  ;  only 

the  fize  would  not  fufFer  us  to  believe  it 

a  human  body.     We  approached  it  flowly, 

doubting  if  it  were  not  fomething  fuper-* 

natural  -,  the  head  preferved  the  hair  un- 

corrupted,  and  retained  the  form  of  the 

countenance-,  the  beard,  which  was  of  the 

fame  colour  with  the  hair  of  the  head, 

hung  down  upon  the  bfeaft  of  this  mon.- 

ftrous  figure !  What  fliall  I  fay  of  his  limbs? 

His  legs  and  arms,  of  a  ftupendous  fize, 

yet  well  proportioned.    If  a  workman  made 

this,  I  Ihould  have  thought  it  altogether 

g   fine   Coloflal   ftatue;    but   if  a  work, 

G  3        ^      r  o£ 
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of  nature,  how  came  we,  a  weak  and 
diminutive  race  of  men,  that  we  are,  to 
fall  fo  fhort  of  it  ? 

'•  After  a  time  my  aftonifhment  (as  is 
ufual)  being  abated,  I  took  courage  to 
touch  it  in  order  to  find  what  it  was  ^  when 
1  perceived,  that  wherever  I  laid  my  hand 
it  fell  into  dull,  which  convinced  us  all  that 
it  was  in  reality  a  human  carcals.  Left  the 
proportion  Ihould  be  unknown,  before  it 
was  too  much  defaced,  we  mcafured  the 
length  of  it,  and  found  it  above  twenty 
cubits.  I  would  have  done  reverence  to 
it  as  a  demy-god,  and  have  left  it  unvio- 
lated  ;  but  my  people  touching  it  reduced 
It  prcfently  to  a  heap  of  afhes.  There  re- 
mained only  the  fculi,  the  ribs,  and  the  thigh- 
bones. Thefe  I  ordered  to  be  preferved, 
and  hung  them  up  in  the  temple  of  Nep- 
tune at  Syracufa,  where  you,  my  deareft 
gueft,  may  fee  and  admire  them.  I  made 
no  doubt  that  this  was  one  of  the  Cyclops, 
and  am  fince  afiured  of  it;  becaufe  fre* 
quendy  the  countrymen  find  bodies  of  the 
fame  fize  in  caves,  and  dig  up  fuch  bones 
out  of  the  ground.    Neither  did  thefe  men, 

as 
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as  you  rhay  fuppofe,  bring  thefe  you  now 
fcC)  as  atiy  thing  extraordinary,  for  they 
know  we  have  often  met  with  larger ;  but 
becaufe  the  foothfayers  accounted  it  a  happy 
omen,  that  they  were  found  in  the  ground 
marked  out  for  my  tent." 

Thus  difcourfing  they  came  to  the  place 
where  thpfe  gigantic  bones  were  found. 
Rafiirobanes  fupped  that  night  with  Me- 
leander,  and  their  principal  friends  and 
favourites  were  admitted  to  the  table  :  and 
whil^  they  were  rejoicing  at  the  recovery 
of  fo  many  men,  as  that  day's  event  had 
brought  back  to  their  duty,  a  foldier  ar- 
rived with  letters  to  Meleander,  from  the 
governor  of  Catana,  containing  molj: 
happy  news,  of  unexpeftcdgood  fortune. 

For  Catana,  a  town  always  faithful  to 
the  king,  being  befieged  by  Anaximando* 
the  nephew  of  Lycogenes  ^  when  it  vj^as 
reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  mount  ^tij^ 
boiling  out  with  fudden  fury,  difcf^arged, 
befides  an  incredible  number  of  ftones, 
and  a  (hower  of  alhes,  three  ftre^ms  of 
liquid  burning  matter ;  which,  as  if  fent 
on  purpofe,  poured  themfelves  into  Anax- 
G  4  imander's 
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inlander's  camp.  This  .  mifchief  hap- 
pening in  the  night,  thefoldiers,  cattle, 
engines,  arms,  and  whatever  was  in  the 
way,  were  overwhelmed  in  that  fiery  tor- 
rent •,  three  hundred  men  were  deftroyed^ 
and  Anaximander  having  loft  all  his  pre- 
parations, the  next  day  raifed  the  fiege. 
But  when  he  was  going  back  to  Lyco- 
genes,  the  Cataneans  made  a  fally  from 
the  town,  and  killing  as  many  as  refifted 
them,  took  him  prifoner.  And  now  they 
fcnt  to  the  king,  to  defire  his  directions, 
what  he  would  be  pleafed  to  have  done 
with  him. 

This  relation  being  repeated  more  than 
Cnzc^  or  twice,  both  thofe  at  the  table  and 
thofe  who  attended  v;ere  fo  overjoyed,  that 
they  could  not  forbear  breaking  forth  into 
loud  acclamations,  and  thofe  who  were 
fet  as  a  guard  without  followed  their  exam- 
ple ;  by  which  means  the  rejoicings  were 
fpread  all  over  the  camp.  They  exclaimed 
that  there  was  no  longer  need,  of  fwords, 
or  forces,  fince  the  gods  declared  for 
them,  and  even  the  elements  fought  in 
.defence  of  the  king.     Then  garlands  were 

placed 
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placed  upon  the  images  of  the  gods,  and 
many  of  the  foldiers  prefled,  t6  come  not 
only  into  the  royal  tents,  but  even  >into, 
the  room  where  the  kings  fupped,  to  con- 
gratulate them. 

Their  exultations  being  fomewhat  at 
layed,  Radirobanes  with  eager  curiofity 
began  to  enquire  of  Meleander,  how  ^tna^ 
could  aflift  him  againft  Anaximander  ? 
Was  it  credible  that  fuch  aconfumingfire' 
fhould  rufh  forth  from  the  bowels  of  the 
mountain  ?  Wha<  were  the  qualities,  and 
-.what  the  nature  of  the  foil  ?  Meleander 
briefly  informed  him,  that  it  was  thehigheft 
mountain  in  Sicily,  impregnated  with  fuK 
phur,  and  enflamecl  by  the  pent  up  winds, 
labouring  in  its  bowels,,  which  boiling  up,, 
-throws  out  flames  (that  could  not  be  re- 
fbrained  by  any  inclofure)  through  holes 
made  by  its  violence  in  the  top.  "  Nei- 
ther is  the  top  (faid  he)  always  burning  and 
flaming ;  but  is  for  the  mofl:  part  covered 
'  with  a  duflcy  fmoke,  making  the  air  look 
black;  and  fometimes  you  may  perceive 
fparks  of  fire  in  the  darknefs.  Sometimes, 
though  not  very  often,  a  violent  eruption 
G  5  >      happens,. 
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happem,  then  it  throws  out  flames  and 
alhes,  and  deftroys  the  country  round  it ; 
for  from  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  liquid  tor- 
cent  pours  itfelf*  along,  and  ruins  every 
thing  that  oppofes  its  paflage.     Then  are 
Heard  burfts  of  fubterraneous  thunder,  lou- 
der than  that  from  heaven,  and  the  people 
fear  that  ^tna  will  burfl:  in  pieces,  and 
overwhelm  all  Sicily.     And  in  a  manner, 
fuitabie  to  that  dreadful  noife,  great  (lones 
are  thrown  with  violence  out  of  the  moun- 
tain into  the  fields,      Befides,   from  the 
flames,    vait  quantities  of  the  aflies  are 
blown  about,  and  carried  partly  by  their 
own  force,  and  partly  by  that  of  the  winds^ 
all  over  the  fields,  which  are  covered  with 
them  i  fo  that  they  Ipoil  the  corn  thar  is 
growing,  and  make  the  land  unfit  forcul<> 
tivation  a  long  time  after.     And  thus,  with 
the  ftones,  and  aflies,  but  chiefly  with  the 
burning  matter,  flocks,  herds,  and  cottages 
are  all  defl:royed.     Sometimes  whole  towns' 
have   been   confumed   and   loft:    Catana 
with  difficulty  defends  itfelf,  by  the  help 
of  banks  raifed  at  great  labour  and  ex- 
pence  y  a  city  between  the  mountain  and 

the 
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tke  fea,  excellently  fituated,  butforthefe 
dangers.  It  was  befieged  by  Lycogenes's 
friends  -,  but,  as  yx)u  have  heard,  the  gods 
have  converted  tl)is  eruption  of  -Stiu, 
which  was  formerly  our  punifhment,  into 
a  benefit  to  us;'* 

When  Meleandor  Had  ended  his  fpeech, 
the  fubjcft  ijtfelf  and  the  mirth  of  the  feaft, 
-drew   them  into  many  otbeu  difqourfts : 
whatfocver  in  Sicily,  was  worth  a  ftran- 
ger's  knowledge  or  obfervation,  bQing  re- 
colkiSted  and  mentioned  by  pne  or  other 
of  the  company.     From  hiftorical  narra- 
tions they  came  to  the  delightful  flories  c^ 
fabulous  hiftory,    of  the  dogs    barking 
about  Scylla,  and  of  the  infatiable  ^ulph 
of  Charybdis^    They  told   of  the  unfor- 
tunate Acis,  who  from  his  warq^i  wound, 
poured  forth  a  toeam  of  coldeft  water  j 
how  Galatea  fled   from  the.  rockiS,  for  fear 
of  the  Cyclops.     And  how  at  Elis,  ,AU 
phe^s  came  with  unmixed  waters  from  the 
iea,  and  under  ground  purfued  his  Are- 
thufa,  who  fled  as  fwiftjy  from  him.   They 
related  how  Eryx  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of 
Hercules,  while  Venus  curfed  the  viftor. 
G  6  From 
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From  thefc  they  fell  info  difcourfes  on  re- 
ligious traditions,  what  part  of  the  ifland 
Pluto  broke  out  of,  to  feizc  upon  his  lovely 
bride;  where  Proferpine  was  raviihcd, 
where  her  garland  fell  off,  and  where  her 
girdle.  Which  was  that  verdant  Ipot 
where  Cyane  firft  ftood  amazed,  to  fee  her« 
felf  changed  into  a  fountain.  They  alfo 
faid,  that  the  Eleufinians  unjuftly  chal- 
lenged thofe  monuments  that  belonged  to 
others.  That  Pluto  made  his  way  to  feize 
his  wife,  not  near  CephilTus  but  in  Sicily-. 
Then  they  fpoke  of  the  wandering  of 
Ceres  ;  the  fecret  myfteries— the  nightly 
ceremonies,  and  the  torches  with  which 
they  entruft  only  the  initiated. 

The  firft  watch  being  fpent  in  thefe  dif: 
courfes,  the  trumpets  founded  the  fecond^ 
when  Meleander  commanded  the  tables  to 
be  taken  away.  But  as  they  were  prepar-. 
ing  to  rifC)  and  had  now  offered  the  Iafl> 
cup  to  Mercury,  on  the  fudden  a  loud 
cry,  and  terrible  alarm,  called  them  away 
to  bufmefs  of  a  far  different  nature^. 
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Y/je  'enUrprixe  of  Ly€Qgene:s.  His  defeat^ 
and  death.  '  Archomhrotus  brings  awc^ 
his  head.     The  rebels'^  overthrow^ 

WHEN  Lycogenes  had  re- 
turned to  his  weakened  camp^ 
much  embarrafied  and  beyond  me^fure 
vexed,  at  the  frowardnefs  of  fortune,  with 
a  Ipirit  driven    by  neceflity,   he  rovifed 

his. 
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his  thoughts  to  confider  of  the  laft  reme- 
dies. He  perceived  that  his  ftate,  which 
lately  feemed  (ccuFe,  now  flood  tottering 
on  the  brink  of  ruin ;  and  unlels  it  were 
IkilfuUy  propped  up,  would  foon  be  over- 
thrown. If  he  fliould  albw  that  night's 
.  confideration  to  his  men,  he  reflefted  that 
they  would  perhaps  take  the  courfe  that 
feemed  to  them  the  fafeft  •,  "  And  what 
(faid  he)  if  not  contented  with  revolting, 
they  fhonld  even  feek  a  reward  from  the 
king,  by  delivering  up  their  general  into 
his  hands  ?*'  He  confidered,  there  were 
no  frefh  fupplies  to  be  hoped  for ;  and 
that  his  prefent  forces  were  not  fulEcient 
to  meet  the  two  kings  in  the  open  field ; 
therefore  he  relblved  on  a  ftratagem  of  war, 
while  they  are  yet  fubje<5b  to  his  command: 
thinking  that  while  Meleander's  camp 
are  funk  in  feftivity  and  careleflhefs,  per- 
haps he  might  be  too  hard  for  them,  and 
the  night  being  his  friend  would  douWe 
the  noife  and  ter/or  of  an  attack  ;  at  the 
leart,  even  a  fudden  deftru<5Uon  \w>uifi  be  . 
eftecmed  a  happinefs  ^  to  him,  who  now 
feared  fomething  worfe* 

Having 
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Having  confidered  all  thcfe  things,  he 
caikd    together     his    principal    oiHcers, 
and   fliewed  them    the    enemies    camp : 
««  What  think  you,  faidhe,  are  they  doing 
who  have  fo  undefervedly  gotten  a  viftory  ? 
they    are    enfeebled   by  joy,    and   being 
crowned  with  garlands,  are  fit  to  be  offered 
up  for  facrifice.     Let  us  fall  to  work  di- 
re£tly,  and  make  ufe  of  the  benefit  our 
fugitives   afford  us,  who  by  their  ilight 
have  enervated  the  flrength  and  refolution 
our  enemies  had  before ;    fo  that  now  they 
arc   wrapt  in  fecurity,   as  if  the  war  was 
ended.     Let  us  therefore  take  them  un* 
awares,  and  the  more  they  are  in  number, 
the  greater  will  be  their  diforder  and  con- 
fufion."     There  was  none  of  the  company, 
but  highly  approved  of  this  enterprize  : 
departing  therefore  each  to  his  charge,  they 
exhorted  their  men  to  follow  where  the 
gods  called  them ;   faying,  that  a  viftory 
was  offered  them  againft  men,  who  unable 
to  bear  felicity,  were  drowned  in  wine  and 
fecurity.     Then  they  raifed  the  anger  of 
the  foldiers,   by  .reminding  tliem  that  they 
mud  undergo  whatever  miferies  they  did 
2  not 
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not  firft  inflid.  The  darknefs  of  the  night 
and  the  hopes  of  furprifing  the  enem^ies, 
added  much  to  their  courage  and  refdu- 
.tion  i  and  many  of  them  defpairing  of 
pardon  from  the  greatnefs  of  their  offences, 
were  pleafed  with  an  cnterprize,  in  which 
they  might  either  conquer  or  die  nobly. 

When  therefore  the  night  was  far  fpent, 
Lycogenes  dividing  his  forces  into  two 
bodies,  to  confound  the  enemy  by  fe  double 
attack,  made  hafte  to  fct  forward.  There 
was  an  eafy  way  by  the  open  fields  to  the 
camp  of  the  kings,  that  way  Lycogenes 
led  his  men  ;  but  by  anotherMhorter,  but 
more  difficult  path,  overgrown  with  bufhes, 
he  fent  Menocritus  with  the  other  part  of 
the  army  •>'  being  ordered  to  march  flowly, 
and  not  to  attempt  any  thing  till  he  Ihould 
perceive  that  Lycogenes  had  attacked  the 
guard  i  but  that  then  his  divifion  likcwife 
ihould  charge  with  as  much  noife  and  fury 
as  poflible,  in  order  to  confound  and  dU 
vide  the  enemy,  and  turn  the  courfe  of 
the  conflift  from  Lycogenes. 

Above  twelve  thoufand  men  marched 
againll  Meleander  by  thefe  two  different 

ways  •, 
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ways  •,  a  fufficient  army  to  hope  for  vidtory, 
and  efpecially  being  rendered  valiant  by 
neccffity.  They  went  on  in  filence  till 
they  fell  upon- the  watch,  but  then.  they, 
tnadc  ufe  of  all  the  mingled  noifes  that 
cduW  breed  horror  and  confufion,  alarm- 
ing their  enemies  with  the  found  of  drums 
and  trumpets,  and  with  a  confufed  cry 
terrifying  them,  and  animating  each  other 
to  the  vidory. 

And  now  the  guards  began  to  give  way, 
when  thofe  in  the  neareft  tents,  amazed 
with  fudden  fear,  arofe  and  b^an  to  arm 
themlelves ;  the  alarm  fpreading  through 
the  camp,  all  rofe  in  a  difordferly  manner, 
being  confufed  between  wine  and  fleep ; 
fome  partly  armed,  but  all  without  order 
or  government,  enquired  from  whence 
this  fudden  mrfchief  could  proceed-r-Was 
it  from  enemies  without,  or  from  treafon 
within  the  trenches  ?  Many  prepared  for 
fighting,  but  more  for  flight;  for  they 
could  not  form  themfelves  into  regular 
order  under  their  enfigns,  being  all  in  con- 
fufion together, « and  the  darknefs.  adding 
ftrength  to  their  fears.     But  the  report  at 

"  4engtli 
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length  reached  the  two  kings,  whom  we 
left  juft  riling  from  table :  they  heard  the 
alarm,  which  was  loon  after  confirmed  by 
meflengers,  who  could  give  no  other  ac« 
county  than  that  there  was  a  fight  at  the 
gates  o{  the  camp.  Radirobanes  wkh  all 
ipeed,  attended  by  hk  fervants,  withdrew 
to  his  tent,  and  there  armed  himfelf,  while 
thoie  about  Mekander  took  the  fame  care 
for  him.  But  Archombrotus  taking  him 
afide,  with  a  fteady  countenance,  thus  ad-' 
drcffed  him :  "  Oh  king,  if  you  will  allow 
me  the  honour,  I  will  take  upon  myielf 
your  danger  this  night !  For  to  what  end 
ihould  you  expofe  your  life  in  the  dark  ? 
and  againft  whom  we  are  yet  ignorant. 
Referve  your  old  age,  upon  which  the  wel- 
fare of  ib  many  depend,  and  permit  me 
to  take  your  lot  and  to  reprefent  your 
perfon  ;  let  me  have  your  arms  and  habit, 
and  lead  your  people.  In  the  mean  time, 
yourfelf  with  a  body  of  the  moft  faithful 
men,  may  retire  to  that  part  of  the  camp 
which  is  farthett  from  the  enemy,  and  therq 
referve  yourfelf  for  dangers  inevitable  and 
worthy  of  you." 

The 
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The  king  approving  his  advice,  and  ad- 
miring the  fidelity  of  the  young  man,  re- 
figned  his  arms  to  him,  and  in  an  unknown 
habit,  with  a  few  of  his  moft  faithful  fer- 
vants,  retired  tathe  moft  diftant  gate. 

Archombrotus  in  the  royal  habit,  ath 
tended  by  thofe  who  were  privy  to  the  de- 
ception, haftened  to  the  place  of  moft 
noifeajod  tumult.  His  fpeed  and  his  voice 
inclofed  in  his  helmet,  prevented  them 
from  finding  the  difference  ;  and  when  he 
ruflied  into  the  fight,  the  reft,  enflamed 
with  defire  to  defend  their  king^  more 
than  to  annoy  the  enemy,  bravely  feconded 
him. 

Lycogenes  having  broken  through  the 
rampart,  drew  a  number  of  his  men  toge^ 
ther,  and  was  advancing  to  the  king's 
quarter;  fo  that  now  they  were  engaged 
within  the  trenches.  Archombrotus  at  firfl: 
ikw  three  men  with  aa  many  blows,  while 
thofewho  were  near  Iiim, .  believing  their 
old  king  thus  ftrong  and  vahant,  with  joy 
emulated  his  a«5tions :  and  the  enemy  ter- 
rified with  the  violence  of  their  attack,  bc*- 
gan  to  retire  towards  the  trenches.    When 

(from 
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(from  the  other  fide  of  the  camp)  Meno- 
critus  was  heard,  who  with  his  followers 
advanced  with  noife  and  fhoutings,  re- 
doubling the  terrors  of  the  darknefs  and 
the  fight  i  the  foldiers  amazed  and  dif- 
mayeci  at  this  double  and  uncertain  danger, 
could  hardly  be  kept  to  their  duty,  when 
Radirobancs  bravely  oppofed  himfeif  to 
this  new  attack.  He  therefore  encountered 
Menocritus,  and  (topped  thofe  who  were 
forcing  his  quarters,  but  they  were  not 
hindered  by  wounds  or  danger,  and  only 
to  be  repulfcd  by  death.  A  moft  terrible 
encounter  enfued :  on  this  fide,  Archom- 
brotus  engaged  with  Lycogenes  within  the 
trenclies;  on  that,  Kadirobanes  was  ftriv- 
ingto  keep  out  Menocritus.  The  night 
was  unfavourable  to  both,  the  darknefs 
rendering  it  uncertain  where  to  attack  or 
defend  ;  until  Lycogenes  threw  a  firebrand 
into  the  tent  next  him,  directing  his  men 
to  do  the  fame  on  all  fides,  that  burning 
the  enemies  and  their  baggage,  they  might 
give  light  to  their  own  victory.  On  the 
other  fide,  the  king's  foldiers  began  to 
pull  down  all  the  tents  near  at  hand,  to 

prevent 
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prevent  the  fire  from  fpreading  any  further, 
and  happily  a  fliower  of  rain  came  to  tijeir 
adiftance,  whic!i  falling  with  fome  vio- 
lence, prevented  the  threatened  mifchief ; 
but  the  ground  being  flippery,  made  their 
footing  unfafe,  and  their  blows  \incertain. 
The.  night  being  fpent  in  flaugfiter,  fo 
many  dead  bodies  lying  in  their  way,  fo 
much  blood  and  carnage  before  them, 
all  together  drove  them  to  fuch  an  excels 
of  rage  and  fury,  that,  as  if  the  combat 
were  then  but  juft  begun,  they  exerted 
all  their  force  on  both  fides,  infomuch . 
that  it  feemed  rather  a  fight  undertaken 
from  private  fpleen  and  inveterate  hatred 
of  individuals,  than  the  decifion  of  a 
public  caufe. 

And  now  Meleander  became  impatient 
to  participate  in  the  danger  of  his  people : 
refolving  therefore  to  run  the  laft  hazard 
with  them,  he  fent  word  to  Archombrotus, 
that  he  was  coming  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  men  •,  but  Archombrotus  faid 
to  Eurimides,  "  If  the  king  (hould  come 
hither  with  the  reft  of  his  troops,  oh  Eu- 
rimides,   we    fhall  only   be  encumbered 

by 
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by  the  multitude  5  the  ftraitnefs  of  this 
place  will  not  admit  fo  many  fighting 
men.  It  were  better  to  draw  off  fome 
of  thefe  we  have  with  us,  and  lead  them 
about  to  charge  the  enemy  in  the  rear: 
for  why  are  our  cavalry  of  no  ufe  ?  Why 
our  archers,  but  that  among  thefe  tents 
they  cannot  ufe  their  bows  ?" 

Eurimides  approved  of  the  advice  of 
Archombrotus,  and  returning  back  to  the 
king,  he  acquainted  him  with  their  in- 
tentions ;  and  then,  drawing  off  -  fomc 
part  of  the  army,  they  went  round  another 
way,  in  order  to  charge  on  the  backs  q£ 
the  enemy.  Lycogenes  underftanding  the 
danger,  and  hearing  that  his  rear  was 
attacked,  would  not  yet  retire  from  the 
front,  but  fent  orders  to  Menocritus,  to 
draw  his  men  to  the  rearward  with  all 
ipeed.  When  he  obeyed  ;  which  Radiro- 
banes  perceiving,  and  following  as  he 
retired,  drew  6ut  great  part  of  his  army 
into  a  plain,  fit  for  ranging  fiis  men  in 
order  of  battle.  IVTenocritus  was  thus 
encompafled  between  Mcleandcr  and  Radi- 
robanes,  and  confined  within  a  narrow.com* 

pafs : 
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pafe  :  and   the  Balearean  archers  and  Sici- 
lian horfemen  being  now  become  of  great 
fcrvice,    ;he  forfner  at  diftance,  the  latter 
near  at  hand,  gave  them  no  refpite.     But 
then  Lycogenes  knowing,  if  Menocritiis 
with  that  part  of  his  army  were  cut  ^off; 
the  whole  caufe  was  loft,    foaming  and 
alraoft  frantic  with  rage,  turned  all  his 
enfigns,   and  hafted  to  his  relief  j  but  by 
a  winding  circuit,  that  he  might   at  the 
lame  time  attack  Meleander  on  one  fide, 
and  prevent  Archombrotus   from  falling 
upon  his  rear.     But  at  that  inftant  Arch- 
ombrotus,   pulling  up  his   helmet,     and 
(hewing  his  face,   faid,  "  Fellow  foldiers, 
1  am  Archombrotus  !    I  have,  with  better 
fortune  than  Patroclus,    under  the  arms 
of  my  fuperior  deceived  mine  enemies : 
by  the  king's  permiflion,   I  have  worn  his 
arms  and  habit,   to  fecure  him  from  the 
dangers  of  the  night.     If  you  ftill  defire 
to  preferve  him,  you  muft  the  iecond  time 
defeat  Lycogenes,  who  now  marches  in- 
deed againft  the  king,  not  that  he  hopes 
for  viftory,   but  becaufe  that  he  is  already 
beaten  by  you.     It  is  now  your  duty  to 

defend 
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defend  your  king  from  the  violence  of  an 
enraged,   a  defperate,    and  dying  man.** 

Having  thus  faid,  he  leaped  tlirough 
the  breach  that  Lycogenes  had  made  in 
the  rampart,  the  foldiers  with  a  joyful 
Ihout' following  him  as  their  leaden  Never 
was  there  feen  a  more  cruel  engagement : 
the  troops  by  turns  advanced  and  retired, 
the  colours  of  both  fides  were  mixed  to- 
gether, till  there  was  neither  van  nor  rear, 
neither  wings  nor  main  body  of  an  army 
to  be  difcerned ;  great  heaps  of  bodies 
piled  up,  and  the  living  flood  fighting 
upon  the  dead.  Meleander,  brave  and 
aftive  beyond  his  age,  in  the  daring  of  a 
foldier  feemed  to  forget  the  general.  Eu- 
rimides  and  Arfidas  fought  with  undaunted 
courage,  at  the  fame  time  looking  care- 
fully upon  the  king,  and  turning  the  dag- 
ger from  him.  Radifobanes,  inflamed 
with  his  own  courage,  and  the  hope  of 
his  reward,  defpifed  all  danger,  and  threw 
himfelf  wherever  the  ftrongeft  refiftance 
was  made ;  while  the  rebels,  knowing  what 
they  had  defcrved  at  the  king's  hands, 
chofe  an  honourable  death  in  the  field. 
I  Lycogencs, 
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Lycogenes,  confpicuous  in  his  armour, 
fhewed  himfelf  in  the  midfl:  of  his  troops, 
commanding,  reproving,  and  encouraging 
his  men,  as  their  aftions  deferved,  and  if 
in  any  part  they  gave  way,  delperately 
reafluring  them  by  the  death  of  their  ene-  ^ 
mies.  At  length,  Archombrotus,  in  the 
very  heat  of  the  battle,  took  courage  to 
afpire  to  the  greateft  and  higheft  exploit 
of  the  field.  His  young  heart  was  on 
fire  with  the  thought  of  having  Radiro- 
banes  for  a  rival,  and  Lycogenes  for  an 
enemy  :  he  therefore  gave  the  charge  of 
thofe  whom  he  led  to  Timonides,  who 
was  near  him,  and  eagerly  rufhed  to  the 
place  where  Lycogenes  was  fighting. 

Lycogenes,  fcorning  to  be  challenged, 
broke  out  of  his  place  to  encounter  him* 
Archombrotus  firft  threw  his  javelin, 
which  ftruck,  but  did  not  pierce  his 
ftiield,  and  in  return  received  a  blow  from 
his  antagonift's  heavy  battle-axe.  Both 
of  them,  offended  with  their  hands  and 
weapons  for  failing,  them,  raged  with 
deadly  fury  :  they  redoubled  their  blows, 
and  each  tried  every  joint  of  the  other's 
.  Vol.  IL  H  aruiour. 
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armour.    Archombrotus,  impatient  of  de- 
lay, prefied  his  horfc  as  near  as  poflible 
to  his  enemy,  whom  he  fuddenly  caught 
iff  a:  forcible  grafp,  being  hintfelf  held  taft 
iA  the  iame  prelfure;  and  thus  grappling 
they  fdl  to'  the  ground  together-,  but  in 
the  fall  the  ftrcngth  and  agility  of  Arch- 
oifttbrotus  prevailed,  fo  that  he  got  Ly- 
cogenes  under  him.     Many  of  the  fb£dier5 
ran  upc>n  them,  fome  to  help  one,  forae 
to  raife  the  other.    Lycogenes  ftruggfcd 
irpcn  die  ground,  being  entangled  by  the* 
af  ms  and  legs  of  his  enemy ;  but  Archom- 
brotus   fuffered  him  not  to  rife,  though 
almort  breathleft  wifh  many  blows,    and 
the  men  pretfihg  upon  hint ;  yet  with  a 
iRort  dagger   lie  g^e  him  iliany  woliifds 
under  his  breaffi-plate,    till  he  perceived 
him  expire. 

When  the  foldiers  on  both  fides .  faw 
that  Lycogenes  was  dead,  they  fet  up  a 
loud  and  difTonant  cry,  and  one  party 
was  exulting  for  the  victory,  the  other 
ifiricking  with  apprehenfion  for  their  own 
inevitable  approaching  ruin.  Archom- 
brotus with  his  men  the  more  eagerly 
2  prefied 
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preiftd  upon  thek  oppofertthiis  difinayed  ^ 
then  cutting  off  the  heal;  of  Lycogenes^ 
and  holding,  it  aioft  by  the  hair,  he  put 
them  out  of  zU  doubt  concerning  hta 
disadn  andr  at  length  threw  it  at  Mele- 
aodei'a  feet.  «^  Behold,  (faid  he)  O  king! 
Lycc^iiea  nour  quiets  md  whom  hence- 
forward you  may  fafely  truft»  May  all 
thofe,  who  refuft  yonr  mercy,  and  deipife 
your  clemency,  in  the  like  manner  leel  the 
juftice  erf  the  avenging  godsi" 

Meleander  commanded  the  head  of  Ly« 
cc^[ene»t*  be  fafely  kept,  and  then  chiRiged 
afrefh  upon  his  enemies,  already  faint 
suid  fbarful.  And  now  it  was  no  longer 
a  fight,  but  an  execution ;  no  man*  diired 
to  &ice  the  conquerors,  none  liflened  ta 
Menocritus,  wha  endeavoured  to  make  a 
ftand;  but,  breaking  their  raiiks,  feme 
tan  up  the  hills,  fome  hid  themfelves  in 
caves,  others  ftraggled  through  the  fields 
as  fear  and  chance  led  them«  Many  fell 
down  breathlefs  with  running,  and  were 
trampled  under  foot  by  the  ptirfuers  : 
in  fhort,  nothing  was  wanting  to  compleac 
the  nfuferies  of  the  vanqui&ed.  Radiro- 
H  2  bancs 
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banes  purfued  Menocritus,  and  when  he ' 
was  known  by  his  arms  and  creft,  com- 
manded him  to  be  taken  prilbner.  He> 
however,  though  he  had  no  means  left  to 
cfcape,  fought  with  courage,  ftrengthened 
by  defpair,  till  being  taken  and  bound,  he 
was  no  longer  able  to  hurt  his  enemy  nor 
himfelf. 

It  was  evening  again  before  they  were 
all  returned  from  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy* 
The  king,  though  the  war  was  now  ended, 
fpent  that  night  in  his  camp,  which  was 
greatly  damaged  bythe  laft  night's  invafion; ' 
but  the  diftradions  of  the  ni ^ht  kept  his 
joys  in  fufpenfc,  and  made  him  keep 
ftrift  watch  and  guard,  •  left  by  fome 
vnforcfeen  accidents,  the  attack  fliould  be 
renewed.  .  But  the  over-wearied  foldiers 
gladly  took  their  needful  repofe. 

In  the  morning,  Meleander  fent  to  Ra- 
dirobanes,  to  know  if  he  might  vifit  him, 
and  foon  after,  attended  by  a  train  of* 
nobility,  he  went  to  his  tent.  He,  though 
proudly  fenfible  of  the  important  fcrvices 
he  had  rendered  Sicily,  was  inwardly 
torn  with  .fpleen '  and  rage  againft  Arch- 

ombrotus 
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ombrotus  for  his  viftory  over  Lycogenes. 

.While  he  was  brooding  over  this  feed  of 
envy  and  jealoufy,  Meleander  came  to 
him,  with  all  courtefy  extolling  his  good 
oiEces,  and  afcribing  the  viftofy  chiefly 
to  the  Sardinians.  "  Our  triumph 
(faid  he)  is  thy  work.  Oh  my  royal 
gueft !  When  I  fhall  make  ule  of  my 
dignity,  I  Ihall  oftener,  remember,   that  I 

.received  it  anew  from  thy  hand,  than 
thou  wilt  the  benefit.     In  the  mean  time, 

.  enjoy  the  viftory  thou  haft  gained,  and  in 
the  peoples  joy  read   their  obligations  to 

^  thee."  Radirobanes,  though  he  more  than 
fufficiently  believed  what  the  king  faid, 
yet  openly  he  declined  this  panegyric, 
defiring  the  king  not  to  make  him  blufh 
at  fpch  undeferved  praifes  :  that  all  the 
^fuccefs  was  due  to  thejuftice  of  the  caufc,, 

,  and  Meleander*s  good  fortune  -,  for  that  it 
was  himfelf  who  had  received  a  benefit, 
in  being  allowed  to  defend  his  rightful 
caufe,  and  to  partake  of  his  glory. 


H  3 
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CHAP.    n. 

jlrgenis  comes  to  the  camp.  Her  various 
troubles  of  mind.  The  kings  celebrate  the 
funerals  oftkofejlain  in  battle. 

WHI£«£  they  were  thus  difcoiirfiRg 
together,  (word  w^s  brought^ 
that  Argenis  was  arrived  in  the  camp. 
The  :dtt}r  before,  from  the  walls  of  El- 
perde,  flie  had  as  little  fparcd  her  tears 
as  the  ibldiers  did  their  blood:,  her 
colour  faded,  and  (he  never  wos  haj^i^^ 
than  when  fear  had  bereft  lier  of  :her  fenfe^. 
Sonietimes  jfce  wholly  ^ave  herfelf  up  to 
grief,  ibmetimes  fhe  isccavercd  ftrength, 
and  encouraged  hope,  fending  frequent 
meflengers  to  inform  herfelf  of  the  ftate 
of  the  battle*  Yet  was  hot  P<diarchtis 
ever  out  of  her  mind,  fpeaking  often  to 
him,  though  abfent,  fometimes  fad  and 
penfive,  fometimes  angry.  ^  Were  it  better 
for  me,  my  deareft  !  (exclaimed  flie) 
that  thou  fhouldft  know  the  perplexities 
of   my  mind,    than    that  tliou  fhouldft 

^  remain 
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remain  igaorant  of  tjhem  as  thou  arci? 
Perhaps  th^  relation  c^  my  ibrmvs  would 
be  thy  deftruiStion !  But  what  if  thou 
fhouldft  hear,  that  thy  Arg/cma  is  a 
captive  ?  Or  freed  from  the  fcorn  of  her 
enetnies  by  a  wound  from  her  own  hand  ? 
Oh  deadly  misfortune !  Oh  unhappy  lowj 
Not  one  deash  only  muft  r.endure,but  when 
thou  dieft,  a  fecond  time  I  lofe  my  life  j 
Why  ^t  thou,  PoJivchus,  now  abfent  I 
Mvft  I  accvfc  *tep  or  the  gods  for  thy  tar- 
,4inefs ,?  What  frmt  of  oUivion  haft  thou 
tafted  in  Africa,  which  fo  bng  detains 
^oe  ?  Hath  not  thy  genius  warned  thee 
of  what  h  paffing  here  ?  Or  doth  thy 
jiatned  of  J^y.  f;^er  prevail  fbwp  thy 
yp^s  of  joye  to  me  ?  Or  haftcthou  (oh 
worft  of  evils)  found  out  other  dangetv 
to  encgaan^r  ?  Thou  ough^eft  to  be  here, 
^oUarchus  :  Thou  fhouldft  fight  againfl 
mine  ^tiemy,  then  I  fhould  be  afTured  of 
sh^  ^viftpry/,  my  father  would  then  be 
jnd-cbtpd  .to  jhoe  for  hts  •Sicily,  and  fof 
h\»  .^Ughter,  ;Ydiom  now  thou  fuffibreft 
^o  be  .loft,  or  to  be  preienied  .perhaps  £or 
jSUK^bstf^  glory :  Purely  if  r(hou  haft  refolveA 
H  4  to 
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to  come,  neither  the  elements,  nor  fortune, 
nor  nature,  had  prevented  thy  return!" 

After  thus  blaming  herfelf,  as  if  (he  had 
b^en  guilty  of  facrilege  in  chiding  Poll- 
archus,  flie  fuddenly  turned  her  mind  to 
confiderations  of  a  different  kind  :  it  was 
grief  and  care  enough  for  her,  that  her 
father  was  in  the  midft  of  the  battle  5  if 
Poliarchus  had  been  in  the  fame  danger, 
her  grief  had  been  too  heavy  to  bear. 
**  The  fates  (faid  Ihe)  have  favoured  me, 
that  in  fo  great  danger  I  have  nothing  to 
fear  for  Poliarchus.  So  long  as  he  lives, 
fo  long  as  he  is  fafe,  I  ought  not  to  reckon 
myfelf  entirely  unhappy.  Why  then  do 
I  fo  greatly  fear,  as  if  he  could  be  falfe  to 
his  word,  or  the  gods  could  be  unjuft  to 
his  merit  !** 

While  fhe  was  thus  arguing  with  herfelf, 
concealing  her  agitations  under  her.  veil, 
word  was  brought  of  the  enemies  flight, 
which  Ihc  could  partly  difcern  from  the 
place  where  fhe  was,  and  the  fight  raifed 
her  fpirits,  and  gave  her  hope  and  comfort. 
She  then  admitted  SelenifTa  to  ipeak  to 
her,  and  received  the  congratulations  of 

all 
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*all  thofe  about  her-,  the  people  alfo  fol- 
lowed her  to  the  palace,   with  marks  of 
cxceffive  joy    and    triumjph.     The.  next 
morning,  attended  by  moft  of  the  citizens^ 
flie  went  to  the   camp  ;  but  that  her  joy 
might  not  be   without  alloy,  it  was  ru- 
moured   among    the    people,     that    h^r 
marriage    with   Radirobanes    Was  agrec;d 
upon,    aftd   the    people  rcjoicir^as  at.  a 
match  that  would  be  agreeable  to  Argenis. 
At  her  arrival,   the    king  embraced   her 
with  tears  of  joy  and  affeftion.     "  Oh  n>y 
.  child, (faidhe)Inow^mbracetheundoubted 
,  heir  of  Sicily!  They  are  gone  for  ever,  who 
perverrii^  the  rights  of  nations,  ftrove  to 
wreft   the   kingdom  from   thee/'     Then, 
turning  to  Radirobanes,    "  This  is   he, 
my    Argenis^   (continued    the  monarch) 
who  ought  to   be  reckoned  among  the  , 
tutelar  deities  of  Sicily  !  It  is  by  the  power 
of  the   gods,  *  and  his  virtue,  that  we  this 
day  hold  our  kingdom."  Then  he  highly 
commended    Archombrotus^    and  afte?*- 
wards  praifed  the  other  officers,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  ftrangers,  in  a  manner  greatly  to 
their    fatisfa(aion.  .  Argenis,    with   great 
H  5  difcretioa. 
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difcredon,  diankedthennflill,  ^mdinceived 
their  congraculatioM,  4ttiriiig  m  mudi 
^as  (he  could  widi  propriety  from  ^he  com- 
pliments of  RadirobaneS)  wfaofe  courtlh^ 
jhe  greatly  feared 

Meleander,  who  now  wi&ed  tariei3Kn 
to  £ip6rde»  was  detained  by  reipeft  to 
the  funeral  rites,  to  be  performed  for 
all  thofe  who  wene  flain  in  ibattle :  £»r 
the  army,  bpth  of  their  own  i^od  wMj 
and'difo  admonifhed  by  the  foothiajzaes, 
made  due  preparations  fw  thefeiaft  duties 
of  piety  'to  die  dead.  Some  cut  udown 
trees,  others  brought  them  to  die  .camp; 
the  reft  prepared  beds  of  grats,  till  .by  tic 
labour  and  diligence  of  fo  matvy  hands, 
the  funeral  piles  were  quickly  .raii^. 
Upon  them  were  laid  the  dead  bodies, 
but  moftiy  of  the  private  foldiers ;  for 
the  bodies  of  fuperior  rank  and  dignity 
were  conveyed  away  by  their  reiationsto 
a  more  honorable  interment.  They  adorn- 
ed thepiles  according  to  the  pomp  o£  mili- 
tary men  with  the  fpoils  of  their  eaemies, 
and  railed  trophies  of  the  arms  (battered 
aboiYt  the  fields.     Thofe  that  had  friends 

near 
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mar  9t  hsmd^  had  their  ivioiiiuls  wafhed: 
und  thmr  bodies  anouoced,  and  laid  in  b, 
more  orderly  n^ianner :  «ach  of  them  had 
a  garland  of  pjirfley,  which  was  proper  tb 
the  conqueror  and  the  dead)  £^r  they  ufed 
^fls-ew  thiat  h^b  upon  gnavesi  and  alib' 
thetjfreeks,  in  many  of  th^ir  games^xrown-- 
td  the  yidor  with  a  wreath  of  the  fame 
-kind.  A  multitude  of  women  and  children 
came  thither,  wailing  fmd  teadng  their 
hair,  and  fa^an.to  celebrate  tbeir.obfequies 
in  a  manner  that  fliewed  they  were  not 
hired  to  mourn  for  the  dead  :  fome  la- 
mented their  kindred,  and  Others,  moved 
by  theirs  and  the  public  ld(s,  followed> 
dieir  example. 

Every  thing  bdngready  for  the  funerals^, 
Mekander,  in  deep  moufning,  came  out 
of  his  tent;  the  whole  army  foHowed  him 
trailing  their  pikes  upon  the  ground. 
'Sometimes  they  fent  forth  loud  cries,  and^ 
•then  marched  in  deep  and  fearful  filence  : 
in  this  manner  they  marched,  feveral  times, 
round  the  field.  At  length  the  king  came 
to  the  largeft  pile,  holding  a  lighted  torchi 
in  his  hand,  until  the  whole  company 
H  d  hW: 
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had  called  upon  the  names  of  their  dead 
companions.  This  being  done,  three 
times  he  covered  his  face,  and  turning 
his  back,  fet  fire  to  the  pile.  Radirobanes 
did  the  fame  at  the  fecond,  Archombrotus 
at  a  third,  and  the  reft  in  like  manner 
were  fet  on  fire  by  the  laft  good  offices 
of  their  friends.  But  the  foldicrs  moft 
fcverely  punifhed  their  captives  :  they 
fpared  the  natives,  but  the  foreigners, 
who  ferved  under  Lycogenes,  were  brought 
bound,  .  and  their  blood  fprinkled  upon 
the  fire,  and  the  conquering'  foldiers 
invoked  the  ghofts  of  their  comrades  to 
this  cruel  folemnity.  But  the  king,  de- 
tcfting  fuch  horrid  rites,  put  a  ftop  to 
them,  and  commanded  thofe  prifoners 
who  furvived  to  be  preferved,  as  if  he  dc- 
figned  them  for  other  punifljiments  -,  and 
thejDodies  of  the  enemies  he  comnianded  to 
be  thrown  into  pits  and  caves,  left  the 
air  fhould  be  infected  by  them.  After  a 
while,  the  funeral  fires  being  almoft 
burned  out,  and  the  company  remaining 
filent,  Meleander  afcended  a  place  built 
on  purpofe,  and  from  thence  made  a  funeral 
••  oration. 


THE     PHCENIX.       157 

oration.  He  firft  briefly,  as  became  a 
king,  praifcd  thofe  men  whofe  funerals 
they  then  folemnized.  Then  he  called 
them  conquerors,  and  happy  in  death, 
who  ended  their  lives  in  the  moft  honoura- 
ble manner,  and  were  freed  from  the  danger 
of  flraining  their  glory  by  future  aftions  or 
misfortunes,  fince  fuffering  fliort  and  tran- 
fient  pains,  they  received  great  and  lading 
rewards  ;  adding,  that  the;y  were  dear  to 
the  infernal  god^,  and  their  names  Ihould 
remain, upon  earth  as  long  as  the  praifes- 
of  the  deadftiould  be  fung  at  their  fiHnerals. 
After  this,  he  adverted  from  the  praifc  of 
the  dead  to  commendations  of  the  living ;. 
thanking  the  foldiers  for  their  brave  and 
faithful  fervioes,  obferving  that  the  gods 
and  virtue,  and  the  confcioufnels  of  having 
aded  worthily,  and  the  memory  of  grateful 
pofteVity,  were  to  valiant  men  the  beft"  and 
moft  latisfaftory  rewards.  Yet  promifing 
moreover,  that  it  Ihould  be  his  conft^nt 
care  to  aft  fo,  as  they  fhould  think  their 
laboiws  well  beftowed  upon  a  king,  who 
would  be  ever  mindful  and  grateful  for 
them.     He  then  hade  them  lay  afide  their 

mournings 
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cnoumtng,  ^uid  follow  him  to  the  dty^ 
there  to  aifift  at  more  joyful  ibletnnities. 
Upon  this,  the  prieft^rinkled  die  purifyi- 
ing  water,  and  his  iervants  took  off  Us 
4!nourning  garment,  and  put  on  z  m- 
juniphal  one.  And  nowthe  multitude  began 
to  fing  the  Pasan  ;  gathering  boughs  and 
^wers  of  every  fort  that  were  efteemed 
fortunate,  carrying  fome  in  their  hands,  and 
weaving  others  into  garlands  for  theic 
heads  as  they  went  along. 


CHAP.     III. 

The  pYoceJjion  for  the  vi£fory  j  the  kings  entry 
into  EiperSie.  The  grief  of  Argenis  for 
the  abfence  of  Poliarchus.  She  refolves  to 
fend  Archombrotus  in  fear  cb  of  him. 

AL  L  things  being  in  readinefi,  the 
-  king  with  his  people  fet  out  to  re- 
turn to  Eiperdtc.  He  did  not  think  fit  to 
make  a  triumph,  becaufc  the  vidbory 
was  over  his  own  fubjedts,  yet  the  proceC- 

fion. 
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Sion  bad  vefy  much  thew&mblacK^  cf  one. 
Thfc  ^army  moved  on  uoder  their  e/ifigns^ 
their  heads  being  crowned  with  l^uncl, 
«nd  the  feorifice^  adorned  with  wreariis  of 
oKvc :  they  marched  to  the  found  ofwar- 
l]ke  mu/ick,  %vA  invoked  the  gpds  tawit- 
nefe  rthetr  py,.  A  chariot  was  bmught 
to  M^leandcr^  ^dbrned  with  enfigns  of 
m^jefty  and  vi&ory,  who  invited  Radirp- 
fanes  to  partake  of  it;5  ibut  he  decJined  it, 
gfld,therf5CTfued  a  teng  and  cornpiimenaal 
difpiit^i  Radirobanejs  affirmii^  that  place 
to  be  only  due  to  Argenis,  that  the  royal 
virgMj  OMght  to  fit  befide  her  father,  that 
both  together  might  receive  tKe  wjihps  ^nd 
acclamations  o£  their  joyful  p^ple  j  fmce 
for  them  the  gods,  for  jbem/prtune  her- 
felf  had  fought.  As  for  bimfclli  h^  faid,  ' 
h?  would  niount  hi^  horie  and  ridi:  beficle 
^hpn?,  pr  eUe  follow  the  cjjariot.  But  aJl 
this  while,  it  was  apparent  that  this  prpud 
a^d  ambitious  man,  paid  this  refpefk  to 
love,  and  hope  of  the  marriage  he  afpired 
to.  When  Meleander  could  not  perfuade 
h#Ta  to  fit  in  the  chariot,  he  rrfufed  it  hifn- 
f^'^   and  at  length,  by  the  ^dcfu-e  of  the 

kings, 
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kings,  the  confent  of  the  nobility,  arid 
with  the  applaufe  of  the  foldiers,  Argenis 
alone  was  placed  in  it.  The  two  kings 
on  horfcback  immediately '  preceded  it, 
their  horfes  adorned  with  laurel  wreaths* : 
Archombrotns  rode  before  th6m  upon  a 
white  horfe,  which  he  managed  with  his 
left  hand,  in  his  right  bearing  the  mofb 
glorious  fpoil  of  the  field,  the  head  of 
Lycogenes  (which  the  people  gladly  be- 
held, knowing  in  that  alone  the  viftory 
was  conclufive)  and  his  fervant  carried  be-- 
fore  him  a  young  tree,  drefled  as  a  trophy 
with  the  arms  of  Lycogenes  ;  and  hot  far 
off  was  feen  Menocritus  loaden  witb 
chains.  The  principal  officers  andfoldiers. 
marched  near  the  chariot,  and  though  in 
refpeft  to  the  lady,  they  forbore  to  ufe  the 
common  liberty  of  a  triumph,  in  uttering 
rude  jefts  and  freedoms  5  yet  they  fre- 
quently called  upon  the  gods  that  prefided 
over  marriage,  Juno,  Hymen,  and  Ve- 
nus Erycina,  looking  now  upon  Argenis 
and  then  upon  Radirobanes.  It  was  ge- 
nerally believed  that  thefe  hints  came  firft 
from  the  Sardinians,  and  the  Sicilians  fup- 
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pofing  the  marriage  to  be  concluded  be- 
.tween  the  two  kings,  by  thefe  allufions 
intended  a  compliment  to  their  future 
prince.  But  Argenis  could  hardly  hear 
them  with  patience,  fcorning  the  vidtory 
if  it  muft  be  bought  at  fuch  a  price,  and 
almoft  hating  Radirobanes.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  people  had  adorned  theii- doors' 
with  lights  and  laurel  boughs;  as  many  as 
had  ftatues  of  their  anceftors  brought  them 
forth ;-  thus  at  the  fame  time  boafting  of 
their  defcent,  and  inviting  the  images  of 
their  fathers  to  partake  of  their  joy.  The 
citizens,  diftinguiflied  by  their  companies, 
went  forth-  to  meet  the  king ;  they  were 
preceded  by  a  company  of  boys,  dreflcd 
in  white  garments,  who  chaunted  out  their 
pa^an  in  a  loud  and  Aintaught  manner: 
thefe  were  followed  by  all  the  moft  fkilful 
nnificians,  fome  playing  on  their  inftru- 
ments,  others  finging  foiigs  of  triumph  to 
the  gods  and  to  the  king ;  next  came  the 
company  of  the  artificers,  and  after  them  ' 
the  magiftrates,  with  the  marks  and  en- 
figns  of  their  offices.  ^  Thefe  having 
^onped  the  king  by  a  long  and  tedious 

congratulation. 
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congratulatiotiy  gave  place  to  the  priefts, 
•who  came  laft  as  moft  honourable  of  all. 
Some  carried  images  of  the  ^Is,  others 
antique  ya(es  and  inftruments,  ufed  in  the 
iacrifices  ;  all  of  them  lire,  at  that  time 
fafcly,  and  not  without  the  jefts  of  fome 
of  the  wifer  fort.  They  often  recounted 
theprefages  of  the  gods,  averring  that  the 
deftrudion  of  Lycogenes  had  been  often 
foretold  by  the  flight  of  birds,  entrails  of 
beafts,  and  by  lightening.  With  thefe 
folemnities  Meleander  was  brought  to  the 
gate  of  the  city ;  upon  the  frontiipiece  of 
which,  they  had  placed  an  image  of  Peace, 
into  whole  right  hand  Mars  delivered  a 
branch  c^  olive  :  there  was  alfo  an  uniea- 
fonable  piece  of  flattery,  iatimatiog  as  if 
all  Sicily  was  now  in  a  itate  of  peace  and 
tr^quillity,  prefepted  to  the  kitig  ifi  the 
following  veries,  on  a  t^let  iofcribed  to 
king  Meleaiider : 

Sicilia's  king  and  faiher,  wdcome-iMm^  I 
Widi  dace  peace  fei^vallfdaii  u  come  ; 
See  wktteH-ob'd  piety  {rqsn  i^^aven  4^ceMd$^ 
And  all  the  gods  appeiisy^r^tum  thy  fri^ds  I 
Concord  renews  the  country's  fn^iling.faqe, 
Laboor  and  peace  unite  thdr  work  to  grace. 

They 
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7b^*s1othe  die  fca  wdA4grif8,  whh  corn  :tbc  fiel4 
Wjiich  ta  Uteir  icates  .dotbieofqld  plen^  yield : 
Behold  the  ^rren  elpds  returning  wop, 
Th^  fertile  vines  their  .former  loves  renew  ! 
'  Afcend,  oh'king,  thy  high  paternal  throne, 
A&d  let  the  laws  4it  arm'4  by  thee  Bloae. 

From  the  gate  the  king  went  direftly  to 
the  temple  of  Jupiter  -,  from  tjience  Me- 
nocritps  was  fent  to  prifon,  and  with  him 
Anaximander,  whom  not  long  before  the 
Cataneans 'bad  brought  iu  bonds :  but  he 
"in  four  days  time  died  of  his  wounds,  and 
Che  other  not  long  after  wkh  grief  and  an- 
guilh  of  mind.  All  the  piftures  and 
images  of  Lycogenes  were  defeced,  and 
all  men  forbidden  by  proclamation,  to 
Ihew  or  keep  any  refemblance  of  him. 
The  public  ceremonies  being  ended,  Me- 
leander  went  to  the  caftle,  fatigued  both 
in  body^  and  mind,  firft  with  the  battle 
and  after  with  the  care  and  bufinefs  that 
fucceeded  it,   and  even  his  joy  added 'to 

his  wearinefs.     He  therefore  withdrew  to 

« 

his  chamber, ,  and  taking  a  light  fupper 
among  his  bouftxold  fervants,  he  difpofed 
bimfdf  to  reft.    Thp  like  folltudc,  under 

pretence 
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pretence  of  fleep,  was  fought  by  Radiro- 
banes,  Archombrotus,  and  Argcnis  ;  each 
of  whom  had  a  fcparate  grief  to  difturb 
and  torment  their .  bofoms,  Radirobanes, 
though  full  of  prefumption,  and  confi- 
dence m  himfclf,  was  tortured  with  refleft- 
ing  on  the  yalour  and  fortune  of  Archom- 
brotus,  the  applaufes  that  the  people  be- 
ftowed  on  him,  and  the  favour  and  affec- 
tion that  Meleander  fhewed  him*  Tho* 
the  Sardinian  prince  defpifed  him  as  too 
weak  a  rival,  yet  his  violent  paffion  made 
him  dr<Sd  every  thing  that  ftood  in  its 
way :  but  turning  his  mind  upon  himfelf, 
confidering  the  fervices  he  had  done  to 
Sicily,  and  how  much  he  had  performed 
in  perfon,  he  fell  afleep,  and  dreamed  of 
the  late  viftory  and  of  the  expeded  re- 
ward. Archombrotus  was  far  more  deeply 
wounded,  finding  by  many  proofs  that 
nothing  is  more  cruel,  than  that  pafiioa 
which  men  call  fweet  love.  Nor  did  he 
think  fortune  fo  much  his  enemy  as  his 
own  filence,  in  fufFering  himfelf  to  pafs 
for  a  private  man,  ai>d  his  birth  arid  for- 
tunes to  be  concealed  i  and  now  thought 

ic 
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It  were  better  to  reveal  his  fituation  and 
defines  to  Meleander.  While  he  was  thus 
reftAving,  he  .  remembered  his  parent's 
commands,  and  the  gods,  whom  he  had 
called  to  witnefs,  that  he  would  not  dis- 
cover his.  birth  and  quality  in  Sicily. 
Should  he  then  write  to  his  mother,  or  go 
himfelf  to  be  releafed  from  his  vow  ? 
Either  of  thefe  ways  feemed  too  flow  for 
his  wilhesr  yet  the  dcfign  of  writing  diC- 
pleafed  him  the  leaft ;  for  how  could  the 
man  who  loyed  Argenis,  endure  to  be  fo 
fo  long  abfent  from  Sicily  ?  In  this  per- 
plexity of  mind,  he  threw  himfelf  upon  .a 
reftlefs  bed,  as  being,  infenfible  that  the 
maladies  of  the  mind  arc  often  communi- 
cated to  the  body. 

Argenis,  confounded  with  fo  many  griefs^ 
fought  for  comfort  in  SelenifTa  *,  both  of  theni 
complained  of  Poliarchus  and  of  Radiro- 
banes,  why  the  one  was  abfentj  why  the 
other  was  in  their  fight !  "  Oh  mother, 
faid-  the  princefsy -what  a  viftory  is  this! 
What  difference  is  there  to  me,  Whether 
Radirobanes  or  Lycogenes  prevailed,  ex- 
cept that  my  father  is  preferved  from  the 

fword 
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iwofd  of  L|n(tognie^  terfdi  by  mf  pod- 
cidttv  farif  httftiooMgmitiett>Aadiixib9iiesy 
I  (hall  free  myfidf  byr  death,  and  by  die 
grief  of  diaa  aftkM  kill  my  aged  £sahext. 
Was  I  dien^oniy  bom  to  be  die  prey  of  a 
traitor^  or  the  pri^  and  lewaid  of  a 
viftor?  Have  the  fates  bdbwod  thehr 
beftgifct^inybciut^araitnheiitaiicey  oniy^ 
fyt  my  deftrvMSbiosr?  Did  I  only  know 
Fofiaiadtus^  tbat  i  xnighc  know  Toyfiif  un^ 
wof  thy  tor  be  onicdd  to  &ch  excelling  vir- 
tues P^  Bdo  tslt  me^.  Sekniffi^.  why  tiimk 
yoti«  dixt  ke  itay^a^ayferlong?  Fcchapa 
he  fcmdns  in  di^aife  forheidiere  bx  this 
ifland^  in  order  to  make  tnal  of  my  con- 
ftancy :  ov  i»  bs  not  fdlen  intx>  the  fnares 
of  thoie  who  envy  his  virtues^  and  kncfw 
hini  above  fui^icion  or  miftrull  ?  Atd 
whom  can  I  now  tmfi:  ?  whom  can  I  fend 
to  enquire  of  his  wdfaic^  and  to  relate 
my  miferies !"" . 

Now  melting  inta  tears^  fhe  gave  ear 

to  Sdcniflav  who^  g»ve  her  more  comfort 

than  file  herfclf  felt  or  believed.     Till  hav* 

ii^  recovered  her  power  of  utterande,  her 

jtniftrcffi  thus  proceeded :   ;^  I  am  not  (oh 

Selenifla) 
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Seknillk)  the  firfl  than  have  bved  unfor^ 
tunately  !  But,  why  do  we  thus  yfeld  to^ 
our  misfortunes  ?  Death  will  be  my  laft 
rejburce,  from  which  nothing  can  debar 
us.  Might  not  I,  in  difguife,  go  and  fecfk 
OQ«  Poli^chus  ?  Oti !  ehat  I  had  cour^  to 
fMh  an^  Ufideriraking  !  but  I  am  ignorant 
of  all  dunning  devices^  and  have  not  bold* 
nefs  to  frame  or  fupport  a  fiditious^  ftory. 
Sut  befides^  thou  couldft  neither  .fellow 
me,  nor  cfcapc  the  pumftiment  due  to  an 
accottnpRee  in  my  flight.  Now  hear  me 
propofe  what  I  thdnk  the  beft  couffe  I  can 
take  :  Archorobrotusj  youkriow,  is af  true 
friend  ro  Pofi^ehus ;  he  vmdicated  him 
tb*  the  king  in  his  abfenee,  he  Was  the 
chief  perfuddfer  of  hi*  being  recalled.  I 
wiit  perfuade  him  to  feek  Poliarehus,  and 
reitoi^  hktt  to  Sicily;  yet  he  fhall  not 
knfi)w  the  caufe  why  I  deHre  to  fee  him. 
And  2,9  fomething  muft  be  contrived  to 
colour  this  embafiy,  d  fidion  'will  not 
Want  the  appearance  of  truth,  when  botl^ 
of  u^  ftiall  oblige  him  to  belicw  it.** 

Scleniflfe  commended  her  defign^  either 
becaufc  flhc  mdeed  approved  of  it,  or  be- 

caufe 
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caufe  being  fatigued,  (he  delired  that  both 
Argenis  and  herfelf  might  have  fome  reft 
for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  Which 
being  fpent  without  fleep  by  Argenis ;  flic 
early  called  for  her  chamberlain,  and  men- 
tioning the  death  of  Lycogenes,  com- 
manded him  to  vifit  Archombrotus  in  her 
name,  and  to  enquire  if  his  wounds  had  al- 
lowed him  to  take  any  reft  that  night.  By 
this  compliment  to  the  young  man,  flic 
meant  to  render  him  devoted  to  her  will, 
and  to  prepare  him  for  more  earneft  em- 
'  ployment.  Archombrotus  thought  him- 
felf  in  heaven,  and  now  believing  that  he 
was  really  beloved,  he  anfwered  the  chamber- 
lain, "  That,  if  Meleander  and  Argenis  were 
in  health,  upon  whofe  welfare  and  happinefs 
his  own  depended,  he  was  well  enough." 
(Oh  the  minds  of  mortal  men !  fearing 
their  own  delights,  ^id  loving  their  own 
•miieries  !)  Archombrotus  overjoyed,  and 
ignorant  of  the  cunning  of  Argenis,  wearied 
himfelf-  with  fruitlcl's  imaginations,  and 
waited,  at  the  door  of  the  prince-Vs  apart- 
ment, that  he  might  ^ay  his  relpeds  when 
ihe  came  forth.     She  was  not  difpleafcd 

to 
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to  find  him  there ;  and  all  the  way  as  fhe 
went  to  the  king,  ihe  talked  with  him 
without  nsendoning  Poliarchus ;  for  that 
bufinefs,  which  was  not  yet  ripe,  required 
privacy   and  caution. 

But  behold  new  errors  arife !  Radiro- 
banes,  diftrafted  with  love  and  diftrufl;,had 
hired  fome  dependant  on  the  court,  to 
bring  him  intelligence  of  all  the  motions 
of  .Meleander  and  Argenis  \  and  before, 
he  came  out  of  his  apartment,  word  was 
brought  him,  that  early  in  the  morning 
Argenis  had  lent  a  meflage  to  Archom- 
brotus,  that*  he  prefently  came  to  her, 
and  had  iidd  a  long  and  familiar  con- 
ference with  her.  At;  this,  his  fufpicions 
inftantly  took  fire,  and  he  became  as  furi- 
ous in  love  as  he  had  before  been  in  war : 
thus  enraged  he  went  afide  with  Verti- 
ganes,  to  contrive  fome  means,  by  which 
Archombrotus  might  be  difpatched  out 
of  the  way ;  for  what  an  indignity  it  was 
for  fo:great  a  king,  to  ftand  in  fear  of  a 
{>fiivate:aQd  an  unknown  rival  ?  Vertiganes 
endeavoured  to  afluage  his  anger,  by 
fpeikii^  contennptuoufly  of  Archombro- 

VoL»  II.  I  tUSf 
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tus,  and  perfuaded  him  the  fame  day  ta 
open  his  mind  to  Meleander,  concerning 
the  intended  alliance;  which,  he  faid, 
would  put  an  end  to  the  bufinefs,  while 
the  defpifed  Archombrotus  would  be  pu- 
niflied  for  his  madnets  and  prefumption, 
even  to  his  own  fatisfa£kion.  But  he  ob« 
ferved,  if  Radirobanes  ihould  openly  fhew 
his  reientment,  it  would  be  doing  tdb 
much  honour  to  Archombrotus,  to  look 
upon  him  as  a  rival ;  and  thereby  to  let 
him  know  that  he  had  power  to  raife  the 
jealoufy  of  fo  great  a  king. 


CHAP.     IV. 

A  converfation  between  the  king  and  Geo- 
hulus  on  the  troubles  of  the  ftate^  and  the 
beft  means  to  quiet  them. 

MELEANDER,  being  free  from 
thcfe  cares  of  love,  was  intent 
upon  bufmcfs  of  greater  importance. 
There  ftill  fubfifted  fome  relicks  of  the 
war,  fuch  as  ought  not  to  be  defpifed  or 

neglefted} 
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iteglefted  ;  Syracufa,  Lylibaeum,  Agri- 
gentum,  and  other  cities  of  lefs  note^ 
having  fided  widi  Lycogenes.  The  king 
therefore  aflced  the  advice  of  Cleobulus, 
whether  it  were  better  to  divide  his  army^ 
«nd  befiege  them  all  at  once,  or  march 
againft  them  with  all  his  forces,  and  reduce 
them  one  after  another ;  for  he  doubted 
not  of  fubduing  them,  becaufc  the  fadion 
had  no  proper  head  to  have  recourfe  to. 
**  It  will  be  fufficient  (  faid  Cleobulus  ) 
if  your  m^jefly  continue  your  army^ 
encamped  for  a  while,  and  keep  up  a  threa-. 
tening  appearance  ;  that  fear  may  induce 
them  the  fooner  to  return  to  their  obe- 
dience. For,  in  this  cafe,  I  have  no 
doubt,  that  in  a  few  days  you  will  have 
their  deputies  here  to  offer  their  fubmiflion  5 
for  being  by  infatuation  drawn  afide  from 
their  duty,  they  will  gladly  return  to  their 
natural  allegiance.  Fear  not,  my  lord, 
the  war  is  finifhed  ;  the  original  caufc  of 
it  was  not  in  the  cities  -,  but  if  you  define 
future  fecurity,  there  are  far  different  fources 
of  xnifchicf  that  muft  be  ftoped  up/* 

I  2  Meleander 
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Melcander  being  folicitous  for  the 
future,  by  recoUeftion  of  the  paft  evils, 
anfwercd,  "  We  mufi  be  careful,  that  the 
kingdom  being  recovered  of  this  diftemper 
inay  continue  long  in  found  health  ;  nci- 
thpr  can  we  more  properly  than  now, 
while  our  fears  are  frefh,  find  out  the 
caufeof  thofe  wounds  we  have  received, 
and  that  fortune  may  hereafter  inflift 
upon  us :  if,  Cleobulus,  while  the  danger 
vras  at  tlre1ieight,you  had  laid  all  my  faults 
before  me,  you  would  have  reproached 
rather  than  admonifhed  me ;  but  •  now, 
being  in  fafery,  if  you  Ipeak  freely,  it 
fhall  be  a  darning  to  me,  to  avoid  the 
fame  dangers  in  future/* 

But  Cledbulus,  festring  to  dtfpleafe  his 
prince  by  teciting  his  errors,  though  ieem- 
.  ingly  defirous  to  hear  them,  excufed  him 
from  blame,  laying  the  fault  on  his  cne- 
tnies,  the  times,  and  the  fates,  till  by 
his  modefty  he  had  prepared  the  king's 
mind  to  receive  the  counfeis^^ie-  intended 
for  him. 

"  As  long  (faid  he)  as  genrfeBefe  is 
T^ckoned  a  virtue,  yow  cannot  be  faid  to 

have 
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have  brought  Sicily  into  thefe  misfortunes : 
yet  the  truth  is,  that  your  clemency  hath  . 
been  abufed  by  the  malevolence  of  the 
fatesj  to  the  almoft  ruin  of  yourfelf  and 
country.'  That  eafmefs  and  fufFerance  of 
the  nobility,  that  rafli  and  laviih  bounty 
of  yourfelf  and  your  predecefibrfi  to  parti- 
cular men,  hath  betrayed  the  regal  power, 
and  laid  open  your  dignity  to  injury  and 
contempt.  Now,  indeed,  they  have  re- 
ceived a  check,  now,  the  factious  arc  tired, 
and  they  defire  repofe  j  but  as  fbon  as 
they  have  recovered  breath,  you  muft  look 
for  new  ftorms  and  tempefts,  unlefs  like 
^olus,  you  can  curb  thefe  ambitious 
winds,  and  bind  them  with  the  chain  of 
authority.  They  will  ftrive  to  break  forth, 
and  as  long  asthey  have  too  much  power^ 
the  king  will  never  have  enough.  I  do 
not.  Oh  king !  advife  you  to  be  a  tyrant! 
You  will  indeed  do  the  beft  for  thefe  men^ 
if  you  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  do 
mifchief  >  if  you  bring  them  to  hate  their 
faults,  to  fear  the  confequences,  and  by 
degrees  forget  their  reftlefs  and  unquiet 
humours,  which  no  government  can  ever 
I  3  '     fatisfy." 
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fatisfy."  "  I  know  (faid  Mcleander) 
that  many  ftorms  break  forth  out  of  thefe 
€louds  ;  but  when  the  leaders  of  a  fadlion 
are  grown  powerful,  by  the  patience  and 
forbearance  of  kings,  it  is  often  dangerous 
to  attempt  crufhing  them  fuddenly  5  thea 
the  king  (hall  be  accufed  of  injuftice,  or 
clfe,  by  driving  againft  them  unadviledly 
muke  a  ralh  trial  of  the  regal  power,  which 
at  length  is  infulted,  when  the  weakncli 
of  it  ought  rather  to  be  concealed." 

•*  You  may  (faid  Cleobulus)  promife 
yourfelf  better  fuccefs,  if  you  with  order 
and  by  degrees  reduce  the  power  of  thefe 
men,  and  take  away  the  grain  that  feeds 
their  ambition.  Be  affured,  that  your 
caufe  is  juft,  and  fuch  as  both  gods  and 
men  will  approve,  while  you  defend  the 
honour  of  kings,  and  hinder  Sicily  from 
being  guilty  of  parricide,  by  which  fhe 
daily  facrifices  herfelf  to  the  furies.  Though 
it  be  frefti  in  your  memory.  Sire,  what 
fadlions  are.  able  to  do,  permit  me  to  fhew 
you  their  nature  and  criginal  i  for  it  is  my 
defire  to  encourage  you  to  fupprefs  them, 
.or  to  prepare  you  to  fuffer  patiently  in- 
.  evitable 

/ 
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cviuble  evils.  When  therefore  you  love 
or  favour  any,  above  or  againft  the  nobi-^ 
Kty,  or  leading  men,  as  if  you  were 
bountiful  out  of  their  fortunes,  remember 
that  they  will  prefently  t;hink  themfelves 
injured.  They  leave  the  court,  complain- 
ing that  they  are  neglefted,  and  unworthy 
people  preferred  to  them.  They  will 
lament  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  people^ 
who  arc  opprefled,  while  a  few,  like 
horfe-Ieeches,  are  filled  witli  the  blood  of 
the  kingdom,  which  is  ipiritlefs  and  ex- 
haufted ;  and  that  their  pride  is  not  to  be 
endured^  who  abufe  the  bewitched  prince, 
and  trample  upon  the  ai>cient  and  defer- 
vingnobility  with  the  infolence  of  their  new 
power.  This  is  one  of  the  common  caufes  ^ 
of  difcontent,  which  in  the  end  frequently, 
break  out  into  civil  war;  but  there  are  • 
many  other  that  embolden  fuch  kind  of 
men  to  raife  feditions :  though  you  have 
been  ever  fo  bountiful,  if  once  you  hold 
your  hand,  if  you  refufe  favour  or  offices^ 
to  thofe  who  though  full  are  not  fatisfied, 
if  you  do  not  impart  to  them  your  moft 
fecret  counfcls,  if  you  eftcem  any  above 
i  4  themfelves,^ 
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thetniehresy  if  yoa  refufe  to  jmn  with 
them  in  hating  diofe  whom  they  diflike  or 
envy,  in  any  of  thefecafes,  they  prcfently 
think  themfclves  ufed  unworthily,  and 
complain  as  if  fome  great  indignity  and 
injury  were  offered  them.  Others,  defi- 
rous  to  Ihew  their  confequcnce,  and  teach 
the  kmg  to  know  their  power,  without 
any  offence  given  them,  encer  into  prac- 
tices againfk  the  government  j  but  what* 
ever  be  the  cauie  of  their  difaffedion,  they 
prcfently  find  clients-  kirid  followers,  and 
fo  much  the  more  eafily,  bccaufe  thefe 
alarming  crimes  commonly  go  unpunilh- 
ed,  and  oftentimes  rewarded'.  So  being- 
furrounded  with  partizans  and  dependents, 
they  wreft  from  the  king  more  advantages 
for  the  fake  of  peace,  than  they  could 
have  obtained  for  being  dutiful  and 
faithful.  Being  thus  emboldened  by  your 
remiflhefs,  they  will  at  length  oblige  you 
to  give  an  account  of  your  conduft  to 
them,  or  they  will  prefcribc  a  form  of 
government  to  you.  And  what  is  the  ifiuc 
of  this  ?  Kings  are  obliged  to  buy  peace 
at  their  hands,  an.d  they  are  rewarded  for 

their 
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their  crimes.  After  this  the  ftate  re- 
mains unfcttled,  you  are  full  of  doubts 
and  fears  from  what  quarter  the  flame 
fhall  next  break  out.  Who  fhall  have- 
the.  glory  of  the  next  revolt,  what  new 
articles  of  agreement  muft  be  added  to 
the  records  already  too  full  of  fuch  things? 
I  reckon  it  as  the  lead  of  thefe  evils,  that 
thefe  contentions  and  agreements  make  us- 
the  fcoflF  of  foreign  ftates,  who  will  fay, 
that  whether  we  have  peace  or  diflention^ 
our  faith  is  more  inconftant  than  the 
waves  of  the  fca.  But  the  confequences  at 
home  are  of  a  more  grievous  nature  : 
your  farmers  and  your  citizens  are  more 
impoveriiCheJ  by  thefe  civil  broils  than  by 
a  foreign  war ;  the  youth  are  brought 
up  to  think  and  fpeak  freely  and  boldly  of 
kings,  and  to  wifh  for  civil  wars  and 
changes  of  government.  Inftead  of  de* 
firing  to  fignalize  themfelves  abroad,  they 
contrad:  an  avaritious  defire  of  enriching 
themfelves  by  the  fpoils  of  their  native 
country.  I  could  enlarge  ftill  further  upon 
thefe  unhappy  cfFeds  of  a  factious  fpirit, 
I  5  but 
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but  left  I  be  tedious  I  will  haften  to  a  con- 
clufion. 

**  Do  you,  O  my  king,  defirc  to  know 
what  your    fubjedts    can    complain   of? 
Thefe  then  are  grounds  fufficicnt  for  com- 
plaints ;  and  it  was  for  the  appeafmg  of 
thefe  troubles  -,  that  ambition  might  not 
^excite  the  nobles  to  fall  upon  and  break 
each  other  in  pieces ;  that  faftions  fhould 
not  divide  the  people  that  ought  to  be 
united  ;  that  they  might  not  ftand  in  fear 
of  thofe  evils  from  their  fellow  fubjefts, 
that  their  enemies  ufe  to  threaten.     For 
thefe  caufes,  in  old  times,  the  people  had 
recourfc  to   the  regal   power;    for  thefe 
they  beftowed  upon  a  king  his  crown,  his 
throne,  and  his   fword;  but  if  under  a 
monarchy  they  be  tormented  with  all  the 
plagues  of  a  republic,  what  will  it  avail 
them  to  have  given  up  their  liberties,  and  ' 
fubmitted  to  the  command  of  one  man  ? 
Either  then  reftore  them  their  liberty,  or 
fecure  them  that  peace  and  quietnefs  at 
home,  for  which  they  furrendcred  it  into 
your  hands,** 

Meleand^r 
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Mclcander  at  thefe  words  fetched  a  deep 
figh,  and  ftriking  his  breaft  faid,  "  It  ia 
eafier  to  defcribe  a  diftemper,  than  to  cure 
it  by  medicine.    Oloodemus  and  Erifthenes 
have  paid  their  debtto  juftice,  Lycogenes 
is  flain   in  battle.     If,  according  to  thefe 
precedents,  I   muft  continually  make  ufe 
of  fuch  rigorous  means   to  eftablifli  my 
authority,  it  would   grow  odious  to  my 
people  and  to  myfelf.     I  (hould  deteft  that 
power,  that  muft  be  maintained  with  the 
blood  of  my  fubjeds.     What  then  muft 
I  do?     Muft  I  put  out  thefe  lights,  or 
muft  I  only  darken  them  ?     Shall  I   fup- 
prels  all,  or  only  thofe  who  are  fufpefted  ? 
It  were  unjuft  and  cruel  to  punifh  only 
for  fufpicion;  and  befide,  rebellion  often 
fliews  no  track  for  fufpicion  till  it  breaks 
out.     What,  Ihall  I  then  drive  away  my 
fubjefts,    and  make  them  my  enemies  ? 
Shall  I  live  like  a  wild  beaft  in  a  defart^ 
or  fill  my  court  with  obfcure  and  worthlefe 
men  ?     Truly,  the  remedy  is  worfe  thaa 
the  difeafe.     I  will  truft  in  the  gods  ancj 
fate  :  that  fince  I  have  weathered  this  lafl; 
ftorm,   the  r^fpeft  of  my  authority  will 
I  §,  feftraia 
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reftrain  thofe  who  have  experienced  the 
effefts  of  my  power.     But  at  Icaft,  Ck- . 
obulus,  give  me  the  mildeft  couniels  you 
are  able." 

"  Sire>  (faid  Cleobulus)  I  am  th\is  far 

of  your  opinion  :  I  will  allow  all  that  can 

be  faid  in  favour  of  the  nobility :  there 

are  among  them  many  great  and  generous 

Ipirits,    and  even  thefe  things  we   com» 

plain  of  are   figns  of  a  difpofition,  that 

might  be  ufeful  to,  the   commonwealth 

under  proper  reftraints  ;  but  bccaufe  kings 

are  apt  to  fufFer  them  in  wantonncfe  uncon- 

'  trouled,   I  impute  their  faults  in  a  great 

degree  to    them.     But  ftill  it  is  hard  to 

dim  the  light  of  thefe  ftars  ;  for  you  may 

neither  extinguifli  them,    nor  role  them 

with  an  ungentle  hand :    let   them  fliine 

fo  long  as  they  remember  from  what  fea 

they  receive  their  light,  and  do  not  ftrivei 

t©  eclipfe  your  orb;     It  was  become  necef- 

fanr,  that  fome  examples  fhould  bfe  made> 

that  fome   blood  fliould  atone  for   thefe 

crimes.  Erifthencs  and  Oloodemus  obliged. 

you  to  make  ufe  of  this  remedy,  and  their 

uhhappy  revenger,    Lycogenes,  tvill,  ^  tike 

them. 
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them,  be  remembered  a  long  time,  and 
keep  the  reft  in  order.  But  whoever,  for- 
getful of  thefe  times,  firft  begins  to  p]ay 
this  game  again,  crulh  him  direftly,  not 
by  flow  and  doubtful  methods,  but  by 
immediate  punifhment.  If  you  do  this, 
men  will  refpeft  your  dignity,  and  obey 
your  commands,  who  otherwife  will  be 
in  doubt  if  you  feem  unrefolved,  whether 
or  no  they  may  offend  you  with  impunity^ 
You  muft  therefore  adt  refolutely,  left  you 
feem  to  have  forgotten  what  is  paft,  or  to 
alk  pardon  for  the  death  of  Qloodemus 
and  Erifthenes. 

"  Let  yoitr  will  and  your  power  go  to- 
gether, that  yourfelf  and  not  Fortune  may 
have  the  credit  of  your  aftions.  Liften  to 
no  terms,  condiiions  or  covenants,  with  a 
rebel  in  arms:  let  there  be  only  one 
remedy^,  and  that  in  repentance:  let  him 
fubmit,  let  him  abafe  his  pride,  condemn 
himfelf  and  his  caufe.  To  him  thus 
penitent  you  may  (hew  your  clemency, 
except  his  offences  be  too  great  and  dan- 
gerous to  be  forgiven,  or  his  repentance 
be  compelled  by  neceffity  j  but  take  heed 

that 
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that  you  pardon  not  fuch  upon  the.  impor- 
tunity of  their  friends  or  kindred,  who 
have  taken  up  arms  on  your  fide ;  for  it 
is  a  common  policy  among  the  nobility  to 
divide  themfelves  between  two  parties, 
that  they  may  be  fecure  on  both  fides. 
You  ought  moft  to  fufpedt  fuch  deceit,  and 
if  they  are  too  importunate  for  their 
friends,  hold  them  for  little  better  than 
enemies. 

"  Such,  my  lord»  is  my  opinion  of  the 
ringleaders  of  faftions.  I  could  add 
much  more  oii  the  fubjedl  of  forfeitures 
and  punifliments,  and  alio  of  the  means  of 
winning  men  over  to  your  fide,  or  of  hold- 
ing them  more  ftridtly  to  their  duty;  but 
I  ftiall  fay  no  more  at  this  time,  for  I  k^ 
the  king   of   Sardinia   coming    towards 

you." 
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CHAP.    V.  " 

Radirohanes  demands  Argents  in  nrarriage. 

Meleander*s  anfwer.     The  king  of  Sar- 
•    dinid's  contrivances  to  corrupt   Selenijfa^ 

His  fuccefs  with  her. 

MELEANDER  looked  back,  and 
fawthat  Radirobanes  had  alreadjr 
entered  the  court.  He  therefore,  though 
reludantly,  put  off  their  private  conver- 
fation  to  another  time,  and  went  forward 
to  meet  his  gueft  \  and  giving  him  a  chear- 
ful  welcome,  conducted  him  into  the  ban- 
quet: ting  room,  which  was  the  largefl: 
apartment  in  the  palace.  The  king  com- 
manded  the  doors  to  be  thrown  open,  and 
the  people  were  admitted  to  fee  them. 

The  chief  of  the  nobility  were  invited 
to  the  feaft-,  Argenis  was  alfo  prefenc 
with  fome  feled  ladies :  a  powerful  in- 
citement to  jealoufy,  rage  and  hatred, 
between  the  two  rival  lovers.  Archom- 
brotus  was  enraged  againft  Radirobanes^ 
.and  fcarcely  able  to  command  his  refent- 

ment. 
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ment,  Radirobanes,  no  lefs  warm  than 
he,  watched  every  time  that  he  caft  a  look 
towards  Argenis,  or  if  he  received  a  fmile 
or  a  glance  from  her  in  return  j  both  cf 
them,  in  the  frenzy  of  their  paffion,  draw- 
ing vain  conclufions,  and  mifconftruing 
every  look  and  gefture  as  an  injury  to 
them. 

The  banquet  ended,  Radirobanes,  im- 
patient with  love  and  hatred,  told  Mele- 
ander,  that,  if  he  were  at  Icifurc,  he 
dcfired  a  private  conference  with  him; 
on  which  the  king  prefently  withdrew  into 
a  gallery,  where  Radirobanes  thus  began : 
*'  If  I  were  to  fpeak  to  another  than 
yourfcif,  my  noble  hoft,  I  would,  to  pre- 
pare hb  mind  to  meet  my  wiihes^  remind 
him  that  I  arn  king  of  Sardinia  and  Cor- 
fica,  that  th«  ides  of  the  Baleares  are  mine, 
that  I  have  many  ports  in  Africa  and  fomc 
in  JLiguria,  that  my  countries  are  both 
wealthy  and  populous^  and  that  my  navy 
is  miitrefs  of  all  the  feas  that  come  to  us 
£rom  the  great  ocean.  I  would  add  my 
extradion  from  kings,  the  firft  of  whom 
derived  their  defcent  ftom  the  gods.  But 
3  tQ 
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to  you  I  win  ufe  another  languages  I 
eameftly  defire,  befides  our  league  of 
hofpitality,  to  unite  myfelf  to  you  by  a 
nearer  tie  of  friendfliip,  I  would  unite' 
my  fortune  with  ybur's,  or  to  fpeak  more 
plainly,  I  would  have  you  take  upon  yoti 
the  name  and  prerogatives  of  a  father  over 
me-,  whatever  I  have  is  yours  :  in  a  word, 
give  me  your  daughter  in  marriage.  I 
know  not  whether  I  defire  this  marriage 
moft,  that  the  fair  Argenis  be  my  wife, 
or  you  nny  father."  Here  he  ftopt,  mak- 
ing no  mention  of  the  affiftance  he  had 
brought,  though  he  firmly  expefted  that 
circumftance  would  lofe  nothing  of  its 
weight  with  the  king. 

Meleander  began  to  frame  his  anfwer, 
by  declaring  that  he  owed  every  thing  he 
had  to  Radirobanes.  "  You  make  me  an 
offer,  my  deareft  gueft,  faid  he,  not  only 
worthy  to  be  accepted,  but  earneftly  to 
be  fought  and  defired  5  for  who  would 
not  wifh  to  be  allied  to  Radirobanes  and 
Sardinia?  Both  yourfelf,  noble  youth, 
with  a  lefs  patrimony,  and  your  country 
not  bleffed  with  fo  great  a  king,   might 

cither 
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cither  alone  hope  for  a  greater  gift,  than 
you  defire  at  my  hands.  But  you  know, 
that  marriages  are  made  happy  more  by 
the  conjunction  of  fouls,  than  the  union 
of  bodies.  Minds  are  free  ^  no  laws  can 
compel  them  to  what  they  are  averfe  to ;  the 
royal  inheritance  my  daughter  is  born  to^ 
^ould  not  deferve  or  endure  fuch  a  ftatc 
of  flavery.  I  received  my  crown  freely 
and  without  conditions  from  my  anceftors> 
(he  expc6ts  it  fo  from  me.  It  ought  then 
to  be  her  free  choice,  upon  whom  fhe 
pleafes  to  beftow  herfelf  and  her  Sicily* 
But  do  not,  my  dear  gueft,  take  what  I 
fay  as  a  denial  of  your  requeft ;  I  would 
not  have  you  think  it  ftrange,  that  I  al- 
low my  daughter  this  juft  liberty.  I  pro- 
mife  to  do  for  you  all  that  lies  in  my 
power.  Do  you  perfuade  her  to  entertain 
and  be  worthy  of  your  love  :  Gnce  a  forced 
or  reluftant  marriage  would  be  unworthy 
of  your  honour.  Finally,  fuppofe  yourfelf 
my  own  fon,  I  would  not  wilh  her  for 
my  daughter-in-law,  unlefs  (he  alfo  defired 
you  for  her  hufband/* 

By 
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By  thefe  circumlocutions  Mclcander  in- 
tended to  fatisfy  Radirobanes,  and  gain 
time  to  refled  upon  a  bufinefs  of  fo  great 
confcquence :  he  well  knew  his  daughter's 
mind  to  be  averfe  to  this  marriage,  hav- 
ing founded  her  opinion  before,  when  he 
Brft  fufpefted  that  the  Sardinian  came  ta 
Sicily  upon  this  expedbation.  But  now 
Radirobanes  urged  him  more  ftroDgly> 
intreating  his  favour,  and  faid  that  his  life 
depended  upon  being  his  fon-in-law.  In 
his  warmth  he  neither  remarked  Melean- 
der's  words,  nor  perceived  his  meaning, 
who  gave  him  hope  in  fo  cold  and  oblique 
a  manner,  that  a  wife  man,  or  one  whole 
mind  was  not  difordered  hf  love,  might 
'  (eafily  have  found  himfclf  in  effedt  refufed. 
.  And  now  Eurimedes  brought  them 
word,  that  it  was  time  to  go  to  the  plays, 
that  were  to  be  prefented  in  the  court  of 
the  palace  to  entertain  the  people,  and  to 
rejoice  for  the  king's  vidory.  "*  They  there- 
fore fet  forward  to  the  theatre,  and  were 
placed  by  the  maftcr  of  the  revels  in  a  feat 
decorated  with  regal  ornaments.  After 
the  kings  were  feated,     Argenb  entered 

with 
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with  Selenifla  and  a  train  of  ladies  and  at- 
tendants; Her  prcfence  increafed  the  tor- 
tures both  of  Radirobanes  and  Archom- 
brotus.  They  had  no  leifure  to  obferve 
the  aftors,  nor  yet  the  ornaments  of  the 
Sicilian  king,  neither  could  they  oftea 
view  the  princefs,  having  their  eyes  conti- 
nually fixed' upon  each  other.  Radiro- 
banes thought  that  Argenis  looked  upon 
Archombrotus  too  frequently,  and  too 
gracioufly,  which  caufed  him  thus  to  rea- 
fon  with  himfelf :  •*  What  now  avails  the 
anger  of  a  lover?  I  muft  make  ufe  of 
difcrtrt.on  and  policy.  If  I  dcftroy  Ar- 
chombrocus,  his  remembrance  will  make 
me  hated  by  Argenis.  Is  not  lov€  a  war  ? 
And  are  not  ftratagems  in  war  allowable? 
And  as  fortrefles  which  are  thought  im- 
pregnable, are  betrayed  to  the  enemy  by 
politic  devices ;  fo  thofe  about  Argenis 
may  be  affailabJe  by  gifts.  Their  com- 
mendations ftiall  make  my  name  accept- 
able to  her.  By  their  means  I  will  know  all 
that  pafies  between  her  and  Archombrotus, 
and  nothing  (hall  be  concealed  from  me.** 
""onfidering  thcn^  which  of  all  the  atten- 
dants 
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daiits  of  Argenis,   he  fhould  attempt  to 
retain  in  his  fervice,   none  feemecl  to  him 
fo  ufeful,  yet  none  fo  difficult  to  gain  as 
Selenifla.     The  gravity  of  her  behaviottr 
was  luch,  as  would  dilcourage  thofe  who 
endeavoured  to  corrupt  her  fidelity ;  yet  if 
flie  were  once  gained,  the  conqueft  of  Ar- 
genis would  be  eafy.     He  was  witty  and 
ingenious^    and   love    had  iharpened  his 
natural  abilities.  "I  muft,  faid he^  be  bold; 
it  will  be  eafy  for  roe  to  fpcak  with  that 
old  woman :  if  (he  is  not  to  be  corruj  wJ, 
Ihe  fliall  not  underftand  the  aim  oi  v.y 
addrefles  ;   but  if  fhe  will  fell  her  .fid  '  .^.y, 
ihe  fhall  find  that  I  will  be  the  purchai  r. ' 
While   his   mind  was   thus  cmpl'.    1, 
neither  the  ftage  nor  the  aftors   had  -^ 
fhare  in  his  attention ;  nor  yettlie  exc  ci: . 
of  aftivity  which  were  prefented  at  '.nt 
vals.  There  were  fome  that  ufcd  the  cor, 
of  Eryx :   on  the  other  fide  the  Cata 
camie  in  dancing  to  a  I>ipe,  the  inw 
of  Andron    their  countryman.     Ye 
thing  he  obfcrved,  aad  iaterpreted  r 
•good  omen:  that  as  he  was  formin  , 
•fchcmeto  bribe  ^dcnifla,  he  farw.an  u^ 
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fiance  of  the  fame  kind  fucce&ful  on  the 
ftage.  For  the  poet  brought  in  Argia 
and  Eriphile,  the  one  by  a  rich  chain 
^Muced  to  confent  to  a  moft  bloody  trca- 
fon,  the  other  for  a  bracelet  betraying  her 
hufband. 

After  the  (hews,  were  ended,  and  they 

returned  to  the  palace,  Radirobanes  made 

the  fame  propofal   to   Argenis^    that  he 

had  done  before  to  her  father.     He  be- 

fought  her  to  accept  for  a  gift,  the  for* 

tunes  and  the  monarch  of  Sardinia,  and 

added  fuch  other  fpeeches  as  were  befitting 

from  fuch  a  lover  to  fuch  a  miftrefs.     Ar- 

genis  reddened,  not  fo  much  out  of  mo- 

i  defty  as  hatred  ;  yet  fhe  gave  no  other  an- 

yfwer  than  what  he  expedted  at  his  firft 

/Overture :   *'  That  the  confideration  of  his 

!  v'-opofals   became   not  her,    who   was  a 

I      jyin,  neither  had  fhe  that  liberty  while 

;        I  father  was  living  j  at  the  fame  time 

i  :    .    gave  him  thanks,  that  he  fo  highly 

:emed  her  father's  friendfhip." 
I-    . jRadirobanes    having    entertained    her 
u  lome  time,  began  to  make  trial  of  his  in- 
tended prafticcs.    He  ialuted  all  the  lords 

and 
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and  ladies  in  the  prefence,  with  a  youth- 
ful vivacity,  yet  retaining  the  majefty  of 
a  king.  At  laft  he  met  with  Selenifla, 
and  after  fome  common  compliments,  he 
began  to  commend  her  fon,  who  lived  in 
the  court  >  then  he  enquired  if  Ihe  had 
any  more  children,  and  how  many  were 
living  :  and  ufed  all  fuch  Ipeeches  as  were 
likely  to  be  pleafing  to  a  woman.  Thea 
turning  the  difcourfe  artfully  to  himfelf, 
"  I  have  obferved  in  you  (faid  he)  many 
things  that  remind  me  of  my  dear  mother, 
whom  you  greatly  refemble.  Often  this 
day,  you  have  brought  her  frefh  into  ny 
memory;  and  I  will  give  you  caufe  to- 
remember,  in  how  many  refpefts  the  dcf- 
tinies  have  made  you  like  to  her."  Aa 
they  were  thus  difcourfing,  Meleander 
came  to  them  and  put  an  end  to  their  con- 
ference; but  in  the  evening  Radirobanes 
took  his  leave  of  the  king,  and  going  to 
his  apartment  he  fcnt  for  Selenifla's  ur 
whofe  name  was  Demades.  After  he  hi 
behaved  to  him  with  much  familia  i' .. 
<*  Go,  faid  he,  and  carry  to  Selenifll,  j 
pifturc  of  my  mother  y  if  the  crown  ai 

fcepte* 
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fccpter  were  away  it  might  pals  for  hers/' 
It  was  a  miniature  pidhirc  of  awoman»  re- 
Icmbling  SdenifTa  in  years  only,  of  curious 
workmanibip  and  enriched  with  jewels, 
that  had  coft  Radirdbanes  twenty  taknts. 

When  Seknifla  faw  Demades  with  -the 
precious  gift,  ihe  was  dazzled  with  the  luftre 
of  it,  and  doubtsed  within  herielf  whether  ihe 
jbould  acquaint   Argenis  with   her   good 
fertune  :  but  (he  doubted  Jeft  her  fidelity 
ihould  be  fufpefted,   and  aUb  feared,  left 
ihe  ftouM  >be  commandGd  to  return  this 
pledge  of  uncommon  generofity;  wdgh- 
ing  thefe  things  in  her  imnd,  and  yet  unro- 
folvcd,  ftie  afked  her  fon,   -whether  any 
body  were  prefent  when  the  king  ^avt  him 
this  favour  ?    "  No,   anfwered  he;    he 
called  me  into  a  private  rooti),  that  no  one 
.might  know  it."     *'  Therefore,  my  foq, 
faid  ihe,   keep  it  fecret  thyfelf,  there  is 
more  in  it  than  thou  knoweft ;  hereafter 
thou  mayeft  know more,  but  for  the  pre- 
fent only  remember  tA  hold  thy  peace/' 
:  Havii^  thus  fpoken  ihe  returned   to 
r:  ;n }  rg^i^  ^  whom  (he  was  not  yet  unfaith- 
t^;jjli  only  herdiflikeof  Radirobanes  was 

ended. 
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ended,  and  fhe  began  to  thiitk  favourably 
df  him.     She  refleftcd  with  -how  much 
dangc^- to  herfelf  and  Argenis,  Poliarchus 
was  beloved  5  how  often  (he  had  prerented 
Acgenis  from  dying  for  his  fake :   ho^ 
Gould  Ihe  be   aflured  that  on?  time  of 
other,  fhe  might  not  in  fome  fudden  fit 
of  violent  grief  deftroy  herfelf.      "  And 
what,   faid  (he,  hath  Poliarchus  defcrved 
at  my  hands  ?    I  have  received  more  be- 
nefit from  a  few  days  acquaintance  with 
Radirobanes,  than  f ronfi  more  than  a  yearns 
familiarity  between  him  and  Argenis^  Per-i. 
haps  he,  who  is  a  ftranger  and  unknown, 
liiay  hiave  given  us  a  falfe  account  of  him- 
felf ;  but  all  Sicily  knows  Radirobanes  to 
be  a  kiftg,  and  one  who  deferved  her  fa- 
vour, before  he  made  known  his  kingly 
deflres,  to  obtain  her  in  marriage.     Ho^ 
great  mufl:  my  hopes  be,  if  I  can  induce 
Argenis  to  favour  him,  when  I  already 
poffefs  that  reward,    that  were   fufficient 
to  requite  me  if  it  were  done  ?    To  con- 
clude, Poliarchus  is  abfent,  we  know  not 
whether  he  will  return  :  and  if  he  ftiould, 
it  is  not  likely  that  Argenis  fhould  gain 
>0L.II.  K  her 
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her  iifhfif^  QOfaTent  to  matry  him  pub^ 
Ijckly,  An4  if  thi^y  maoy  pcivately^  and 
depart  fec^redy,  I  fliall  be  bQth  fcorned 
^dete^qd,.o^aitkafti|otrewiied^.  As^ 
^JladirQljai^iEl,  he,  caw«  ^th  iafety  be 
wfuljpd  %  iWs  i|.  ve  tefi.  (tip  .  chk  op^r-. 
ttJp5W».  WPy  fewmip  ^g^ift  oflfer.  the.  liks- 
C90f^ittO"s„  eidiffl  f^f)  TMiOr:  Aigenia* 

Q  B  A,  ft    VIv 

ff'i^  cities  find  deputies  to  the,  kin^.,  ///> 
'   clepiency  and  care,  to  gain  the-  loye  of  kil, 

people.  He  refufis  to  r^ecei^e  thi  Hypare-^ 
*  phanji.fiparately  \  and'lijt^s  to  th-^viu\ 

ofQeobyilus. 

ITHIN'  a  few-days,  as eieebuW 
hadc0nj€<5kircditherecarae  deputies' 
from  all  the  citi»  to  the  king^  and  fat 
dowA  in  th©  porches  of  the  temples,  hold- 
rngbowghsin-  their  hands  wrapped  about 
wlh  wooi,  after-  the  manner  of  ftjpipUan^s. 
Wany  of  the  prijicipat  c-hizcns  made  uft 

'of 
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of  the  intercfflion  of  Ibburanes  and  DunaN 
bius,  whofe  favour  with  the  king  .was  fo 
great,  that  he  could  fcarceljr  refufc  what- 
ever they  defired.  Meleandcr,  therefore^ 
ufed  a  manly  clemency  to  his  dejeded  and 
penitent  fubjefts,  punifliing  them  only 
1^  aferious  and  majeftic  demeanour.  He 
gave  them  audience  in  the  court;  they 
were  brought  in  through  an  armed  guards 
to  the  place  where  he  fat  in  regal  ffatfc,  in 
order  to  ftrike  awe  and  fear  into  the  fup- 
pliants.  When  they  complained  of  thC 
difpofition  of  the  times,  which  had  draWn 
afidethe  pec^le  againft  their  inclinationaf 
into  rebellion,  he  rebuked  them  in  few 
words,  but  left  them  in  hopes  of  pardoii 
to  his  council,  and  ordered  them  to  attend 
his  farther  pleafure.  The  judges,  by  the 
kin^s  order,  difmiflEed  them  with  ealy  pu- 
nilhments ;  fome  of  them  wete  fined,  and  9 
few  of  the  moft  notorious  andobftinatie  wert 
Ixiniflied*  Being  treated  more  grScioufly 
tha»  they  expefted,  they  filled  their  ci(ie)j 
with  the  love  and  praiies  of  their  con- 
<jiaeror.  The  Hyperephanii  defigned  tck 
lend  their  cOmmiinoners  feparatety,  to  prc- 
K  z  fynt 
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lent  their  congratulations,  wiflies,  and  af- 
furances  of  allegiance  to  the  king.     But 
fomc  of  the  council  prevented  them,  who 
knew  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  the 
king,  for  when  he   heard  their  intention, 
**  I  would  know  (faid  he)  whether  the  Hy- 
perephanii  think  tKemfelves  more  or  lefs 
Sicilians,    than  the  reft  of  my  fubjefts  ? 
Why  do  they   feparate  their  duties  from 
the  reft  of  the  people?    Why  do   they 
fend  to  me  in  the  name  of  a  party,   and 
not  in  the  name  of  the  provinces  and  cities 
they  belong  to  ?  Let  them  know,  that  thefe 
diftinclions  are  always  hateful  to  princes  j 
efpecially  when  they  Ihew  themfelves  pub- 
lickly,  and  make  oftentation  of  their  own 
ftrength  and  confequence."  When  ftiU  more 
^f  the  provinces  returned    to  their  alle- 
giance, the  deputies  of  Syracufa  being  ad- 
mitted into   the  council  chamber,    ftood 
with  dejedtcd  looks,  fignifying  that  they 
durft   not  deliver   their  commiflion,    till 
they  were   commanded  to  fpeak.     Cleo- 
bulus   enquiring  what   they  would  have, 
they  delivered  to  him  their  petition,    in 
which  the  defires  of  their  city  were  con- 
tained. 


THE    PHCENIX.       197 

taincd.  They  added,  «  That  it  often 
happened  that  the  people,  oppreffed  with 
the  injuries  of  wicked  men,  foolifhly  wreck 
their  grief  upon  their  king  and  country  ; 
as  men  in  the  delirium  of  a  fever,  vexed 
with  their  malady,  vent  their  rage  upon 
thofe  that  are  neareflr  to  them.  Neither 
did  they  by  this  mean  to  excufe  their  former 
madnefs,  but  yet  they  well  knew-that  oppref- 
fions  were  the  firft  caufe  of  it,  which  they 
now  petitioned  to  be  eafedof;  arid  that  it- 
would  avail  much  towards  the  keeping 
them  in  their  right  minds  for  the  future, 
if  they  were  wholly  delivered  from  them." 
Cleobulusj  undertook  to  preient  their  pe- 
tition to  the  king,  and  commanded  them 
to  attend  for  an  anlwer  within  a  day  or  two. 
The  council  then  riling,  he  went  direftly 
to  the  king,  who  was  then  ferioufly  think- 
ing of  Cleobulus'3  prudence  and  penetra-  - 
tion,  who  had  truly  conjectured,  that  the  . 
cities  would  foon  return  to  their  obe- 
dience. And  remembering  the  conver- 
fation  that  was  interrupted  by  the  coming 
of  Radirobanes,  he  recalled  him  to  the 
iubje£t  of  that  difcourfc  (deferring  the  pe- 
K  3  tition 
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tttioQ  iif.  the  SyrapidQms,  9i4iich  required 
i0nfidci»MPi^  t9  wether  tine)  ^^  As  I 
lemember  (£u4  be)  Ckobulus,  fo\L  told 
Vie  thepe  vene  .two  thiags  tfast  jcndeMd 
ihe  peageiof  Sicyiy  uncemon,  and  put  both 
war  Md  peace  into  the  power  ^f  the  noim 
Uty*  But  tkc  cQiniag  of  the  king  of  &ir« 
4kuii  broke  of  die  dtfooius^  wbich  I  now 
^Ane  you  fo  iniib.  What  ane  tbde  tvo 
UgMtimit  which  bind  Sicily  to  the  ndbi* 
l/fyi^  ^  The  very  fefne>  mA  pwdam 
Sire^  Ss^d  C)ec4>ulw,  which  yourfelf  hftvc 
gix^a  Qonvplaioed  c^.  Fidt>  the  oxceffim 
nvmb(^1lf  foi^>  eaftle$»  and  gatrifi^ns  in 
Siqly*  And  ^oodly»  ehecuftomafapi* 
poiEWOgg^WTOiars  of  prpvincea  fi>  abfoluto 
andforU^r. 

^^  Aod  Bfft,  for  tihe  aaimber  of  caflies 
and  forts,  if  they  were  not  hiirtful,  bw 
only  ufeiefs,  I  would  advife  you  to  de^ 
Hiolifii  them.  But  why>  having  leen  j»id 
cxperieoced  that  they  are  expenfive,  hurt^ 
fuil,  and  dangerous,  Aould  we  obftinately 
p^efer^  them  to  our  ruin  ?  But  you  wiU 
%)  ihe  wifdqm  of  our  anceflocs  i&n&tm 
hii  df fpii6d>  who  &x&  built  them  and  )eft 

us 


m  their  tKwmpk^  tjtt  Mt  fSktnSt  bg^ 
^ry  in  ^heir  itM<»fS  Ixft  at  le^ft^  hft 
dtem  HOC  be  kiok«d  upcni  ^  iftfattft^  Ah- 
mStots  10  us.  Oar  ^il4^4^for^  f^!x>#)^€l 
far  the  afi^rs  of  dieir  x9mB^  ^dbri^ 
to  the  goniiis  and  dffpofiiic^  tsf^^t^^h-^ 
tatd^my  obferifig  «ke  diflfereficfe  df  fiftrttti, 
ma^  find  xps»  fiufety  if>  <^i9Cmr]r  x^tAoh^ 
md  tourfcs.  And  as  I  fhaoU  tkShk  k  aA 
indecenc  prate,  «6  ftegieft  of  deff)tfe  th^ 
wi&iom  of  our  anceftOfTB  %  To  I  fiiould  thtfiAt 
it  an  abfurd  kind  of  refpeA,  htthc^  t^ 
feUow  all  their  obfervafic^s.  Thefe  caftkli 
vriiicli  mm  fe  tiviil^iciRlM  Id  a»,  ^^f 
im  goiMi  Msrfbis  buii^  mim  lAajT  wKh 
^rie  Ikner  dHcfldtmKMlmy  li^ni^.  iMifi 
Mt  fpare  them  4m  of  r^[i^  i!b  VHeli' 
names  and  founders,  v/hkk  M^  it&d^k 
fti^  kind  ^f  digifity  to  iftein ;  let  ambi- 
tion land  her  rmtpicrts  fell  tether  tb  the 
ground. 

«  Thfe  fecond  chrftg,  'tltast  i  tofd  yq6 
diftttrbed  tfre  qixret  of  doi-  botififry,  is'thfc 
Otftom  of  fettling  th^  goYefi161-s'  of  prff' 
•vince^.in  a  long  and  atrfbTute*  <6mriiah<y. 
As  foon  as  the  people  have  received  a  go- 
'  K  4  vernor^ 
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vcrrior,  they  pay  all  their  court  to  him, 
.>¥hom  they  lode  upon  as  their  commander, 
as  much  as  on  you  to'  be  their  king.  Be- 
fides,  as  he  rules  them  more  immediately, 
and  is  a  nearer  objeft  of  their  aflfeflions, 
they  obferve  that  he  can  more  readily 
punifli  the  wicked  and  reward  the  good. 
Above  all,  the  nobility  and  gentry  do  fo 
adhere  to  thefe  governors,  being  endeared 
to  them  by  hope,  familiarity,  and  kind 
ufage,  that  they  hold  to  them,  and  will 
ferve  them  though  it  be  againft  the  king 
himfelf.  But,.  Sire,  if  you  would  grant 
thefe  places  but  for  a  few  years,  their 
power  would  not  be  fo  formidable,  nor 
would  the  cidzens  love  or  fear  beyond  due 
bounds,  fucb  as  muft  ihortly  give  up 
their  commands." 

"  All  this  (faid  the  king)  I  have  long 
jimce  confidered  and  refolved  on.  But  I 
cannot  take  away  provinces,  from  thofe 
to  whom  I  gave  them  freely  -,  efpecially 
thofe  who  have  ferved  me  faithfully  in  die 
late  war,  and  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
my  yidtory.    Shall  I  take  away  now,  when 

their 
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their  faith  is  proved,  what  I  gave  thetn 
while  it  was  doubtful  ?*' 

"  No,  Sir,  anfwered  Cleobulus,  I  do 
not  advife  you  to  any  fuch  innovation.  Let 
them  keep  your  gifts  as  freely  as  they  were 
given  ;  but  as  any  one  of  them  drops,  ap- 
point a  fuccefibr  upon  new  conditions: 
let  their  government  be  limited  to  three 
years ;  nor  yet  by  renewing  that  term, 
fuffer  them  to  think  that  the  name^  and 
not  the  »tf/«r^  of  their  command  is  changed. 
Sicily  will  have  no  caufe  to  fear  thofe  whofe 
authority  is  of  fo  Ihort  a  duration,  and 
ambition  will  always  greedily  defire  ho- 
nours, tho*  of  fo  (hort  a  continuance.  Thus 
you  may  extend  your  favours  to  a  greater 
number,  and  the  provinces  being  more  often 
vacant,  you  may  prefer  many,  as  their  merits, 
or  your  affairs  may  require.  If  by  thefe 
means  you  deprive  the  great,  both  of  the 
will  and  power  to  rebel  againft  you,  they  will 
be  greatly  obliged  to  you  ;  and  they  like- 
wife-  (hall  be  freed  from  the  dangers  they 
incur  under  an  unjiift  and  jealous  king, .. 

"  Caft.  but  your  eye,,  my   lord,  over 

the  water,  upon  the  land  on  the  oppofice 

fidfc^.  which  has  often  flood  in  oppofition 

K  5^  .        to 
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to  SkUy.    It  was  once  proud  of  a  mul- 
titude of   caflles   and  fiwfts ;  -  the   nobi- 
Kty  were  £>  great  in  power  and*  faftion, 
that  they  were  terrible  to  their  kmgs :  what 
(umukswere  in  that  kingdom  ?  even  thole 
of  Sicily  were  not  greater.   At  one  time  the 
king  was  defeated,  another  time  th^  barons^ 
iifltil  at  length  all  the  caftles  accept  one 
were  deftroycd.     The  ftrength  and  power 
fifths  nobility  were  fupprefled  by  the  policy 
of  fucceeding  kings:  fome  died  in  war,  others 
in  ^fon^  and  fome  were  ofivred  up  by  the 
hand  of  the  executioner,  a&fecrifices  to  the 
public  peace^    The  gods  grant  that  the 
blood  of  our  nobiHty  may  never  be  held 
ft^heap  \  This  you  muft  prevent  by  re* 
ftraining    Aem  properly^    and  by  being 
yourfelf  a  king.     This  pK>penfity  to  re- 
volt, will  in  time  grew  out  c^fkifaion ;  and 
duty  ih^  not  he  thought  buitienfome,. 
wher^  all  are  undff  the  bme  obedience. 
But  fb Jong  a|^iy  rebel  i&  feflbnedto  g& 
linpuni&ed^    the  reft    wiU^  ddpiie  your 
clejxiency  ;  for  all  muft  be  re^»ned  by 
the  facDe  hvf^  of  ttOBe  wilP  continue  ia 
tkfiird^y* 

3  ^Sjhl* 
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<^  tkit  if  z^f  iko«ld^^h  4€i^^  f»ti 

tMh  «feeifv.  I  fey  y6te  ftHift  rt?felv&  ^  ft4^«p. 
peft  not  from  i«,  yeurftidndi,  tft^&W* 
advice  that  we  now  give,  being  out  of 
danger:     Fcrirapy,  i  iiiyfclf  might  have 
delivered    milder   judgment  j    but    that, 
ignorant  of- what  (hall  happen  hereafter^ 
IkiXiw  n0^  a^inft  whom'  I  have  deekM^i 
AttA  4eubtk6  theft  wife  m^  wkem  you. 
confok  Uj^n  alfaii^of  she  laft  io^ortance^ 
take  not  fo  much  care  for  the  pubti^  as« 
entirely  to  negledl  their  own  fafety.    When 
tfttif  dounfeP  is  fcqaked  againft  fodlious 
nbbltinrren  in  arms  ag^inffyeui  tRey  #ft«ny 
a^^ittft  tfitir  Oftthibtt^,    prondHiiftfeiBr  a  fen^ 
voui^We  fentence,  and  atfVife  ydw  e»»  ^ 
rcmlffn-efi,  unworthy  of  ytmfdignii^;  tat- 
caufe  they  fear  it  may  onedi^  bj?  iftj  the* 
power  of  thefe  men,  tb  fcvenge  i^terttfiHivies- 
upoti  rfiem.  *  Tftfe"  fe^  Hihdersr  m^ny  <# 
ycut    Cb'uhfelPoi's  '  ftjm-  ipeaking-  freeljfc 
except  they  frtaf  dtr  it  witft  fitffcty  :  fo* 
they  are-true tothemlHvwm  the  Jft^  plae€?, 
and  only  in-  the  fimd'  w  your  m^efty.. 
Twoulci  not  %  i^iff  before  nty  b«o*cr: 
K  6  couiv- 
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counfcllors,  nor  eren  to  yourfdf,  if  I  did 
not  know  that  among  your  other  princely 
qualities,  your  rare  and  inviolable  fecrecy 
is  even  as  fafe  as  oblivion.  , 


CHAP.    VII. 

Seknijfa  betrays  her  lady^s  fecrets  to  Radi- 
robanes.    She  tells  him  of.  the  praSices 
of  Lycogenes^    and  of   the  education  of 
jirgenis. 

WHILE  Meleander  was  thus 
giving  ear  to  wholefome  advice, 
Radirobanes  was  employed  in  laying 
fnares  for  Argenis,  Being  encouraged  by 
the  bribe  he  had  given,  he  earnettly  defired 
to  ipeak  with  Selenifla  ;  and  that  day 
fortune  favored  hi^  wiflies.  He  had  fent 
one  to  acquaint  the  princefs,  that,  if  it 
were  not  inconvenient^'  he  would  vifit 
her.  Argenis  was  walking  in  the  garden 
with  fome  of  her  attendants;  Selenifla 
ftayed  in  her  apartment,  being  bufy  in 
writing  letters  i  having  gainpd  this  oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity  to  fpeak  with  her  benefador,  which 
(he  earneftly  delired,  (he  bade  the  meflen- 
ger  return  to  Radirobanes,  and  tell  him 
that  Argenis  would  foon  be  at  leifure^ 
when  (he  returned  from  the  garden.  Then 
doubling  her  artifice,  (he  fent  one  of  her 
moft  trufty  maidens  to  Argenis  with  this 
me(rage  •,  that  Radirobanes  was  coming 
to  her  apartment,  whom  if  (he  rather 
defired  to  avoid,  (he  (hould  leave  the 
garden,  and  go  down  into  the  grove,  in 
order  to  (lay  there  till  the  troiiblcfomi^ 
vifitor  were  gone.  In  the  mean  time, 
when  Radirobanes  came,  (he  met  him, 
^xculiqg  her  lady's  abfence,  and  telling 
him  (he  wouI4  foon  return.  And  when 
they  were  in  private,  the  old  woman  thua 
began*  *' I  am  happy.  Oh  king  f  that 
I  have  ah  opportunity  to  check  your  tOQ 
great  liberality  and  praifes :  you  have  re- 
(emblcd  me  to  your  dear  and  hpnourecl 
mother,. fetting  me  at  too  high  a  rate.**  The, 
kingreplyed,.  "  Coupt  thefe  things,  Sele- 
ni(ra,  but  as  trifles  and  pledges  of  a 
better  fortune,  You  are  not  ignorant .  of 
both  our  fituations.     I  may/  receive .  from  J 

yoii 
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ymi  a  greater  benefit  thin  I  can  beftow  on 
you  :  you  arc  my  ligJ^  to  giiid?  me,  and 
arc  in  the  place  of  my  troe  rtioAer :  yea 
may  procure-  me  a  happincfs  greater  t^ma 
life  itfelf  Neither  do  Idefire  an^affiftaitce 
from  you^  bur  Mrhat  yxra  Aaff  think  a*-  • 
vantageous  both  to  your  foftcr-cWM  antf 
to  yourfelf  •,.  for  why  flioiild  Ifce  caft  away 
her  favours  upon  Archofnbroriw  ?  What 
a  fiiame  to  the  heirefs  of  Sicily,  thar  fse,  ac 
private  mai>,  fliould  dare  to  afpire  ft^ 
high?  If  I  were  the  lady "S  father  or 
brother,  I  would  find  out  the  truth,  airf 
free  her  from  thefe  follies*  by  hk  death  of 
banifhment.  Biit  give*  me  IfeaVe  to-  caff 
you  mother  !  And  (tor  yotr,  my  mother; 
fave  your  fofter-chiid  from-  this  dif^race, 
and'raife  me  to  heaven  fThat  is,  perfoade 
her  to  Irftento  my  love.  What  can*  fliefintf 
to  diflike  in  my  defcenft,  in  my  fortunes  ? 
She  has  feen  how  much  the  powers*  of 
Sardinia  and  Corfiba  are  abte  to  db ;  txor 
am  I  fo  little  indebted  to  nature,  k^  m* 
be  altogether  unworthy  of  lily  ftUtioni  or 
of  her  favour.  Does  flie  eXpedt  a  god; 
that  fhe  thus  defpifcs  kihgs  ?    Of  does^e 

imagine 
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imasin/e  ffce  beholds  a  deky  ia  Archotn^ 
hiatus  ?  Bjr  ycmr  good  ^^ffiees  yo«  flw^ 
4a  us  bo«h  femcc  ;  yet  it  is  net  my  meai*. 
iftg,  that  they  ftaU  go  wkteut  a  rewards 
If  I  am  fa  happy  as  to  marfy  Argwie^  { 
promifc  finely  chat  the  Adwaiiaky  <j^'tha 
Sa«dMki>  and  JSkiJiaA  feas  (an  honour 
next  to  «h^t  of  kiiigs.)  ihail  be  tiiy  fq^V  ,^ 
and  if  t^ncs^  bo  ai>y  thing  ette  that  yef» 
dtfife^  know'  that  yo»  fljialt  evw  be  ^  nm 
M  the  place  of  a  iiiod)f  n'' 

The  weight  of  fo  goeat  an  expeaatioa 
wtteriy  oirerthrew  the  okl  woman's,  faid^ 
which  was  already  Ihakea  by  the  prcfeur 
Sua  h^d  receivei :  flie  oosif^  w»s  Windfed^ 
aatib  could  ieo  nofihin^  ^'  Bat  king  Radw 
tobaoos,  iiio«ildto»heaire&^  (laid  Ihe)  j«w* 
1^  aoe  made  me  this  pumutfe^F  I  JhaJtt 
fiowi  bo  mcffe  baokwatd.  in.  youp  behatf 
than  t  int^ndoci  &>  hr^  &t  in;  wkao 
Idofigfwd  to  ferve  you  with:  Argenk,  1 
fear  I  ihaH  fawn  to  iindertakf  k  with  a 
iQoan  and  onereeoat^  ^siew.  Bttt;,  believe 
B3«v  Argems  ia.  mwQ  deepi)s  wounded 
ihaii.you.fiif|8cai  Whatdc^  jo^ts^mooS 
AcshMobioiiis^     Yoa  ai»  dfeotbrod^  Qtt 

king^ 


fto8      THE    PHGENIX. 

king,  you  are  deceived !"  Saying  thus^ 
flie  caft  down  her  eyes  and  fmiled.  He 
was  eager  to  enquire  into  particulars, 
ha  ing  now  fecured  her  on  his  fide.  But 
Ihe  told  him,  the  ftory  could  not  be  told 
in  fo  (hort  a  time.  "  Neither  can  I  relate 
the  firft  part  of  it  (added  Ihe)  without 
many  changes  of  countenance:  your  atten- 
dants here  at  hand  will  have  an  eye  upon 
our  looks  and  geftures-,  the  bed  way  is  to 
go  down  into  the  garden  under  pretence 
of  meeting  Argenis,  and  I  will  lead  you 
into  a.  walk  where  ihe  is  not  likely  tor 
be." 

.  Radirobanes,  confounded  with  expefta- 
tion  of  fo  great  a  fecret  as  the  old  womaa 
feemed  to  labour  with,  took  her.  by  the 
hand,  and  invited  her,  who  was  as  veiling 
as  hhmfclf,  to  walk  in  the  garden,  pre^ 
tending  before  his  attendants,  that  they^ 
went  to  mea  Argpnis.  After  they  were. 
come  to  a  private  part  of  the  garden,  "  I. 
believe  (faid  Selenifla)  the  princcfs  will 
foon  come  this  way ;  on  which  Radirobanes 
commanded  his  followers  to  wait  there,- 
while  himielf  and  Selenifla  (truck  into  a 

*       •  clofej 
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clofe  walk  over-(haded  with  trees.  But 
.now  Selenifla  fcemed  to  be  at  a  lofs  for 
rwords,  her  mind  laboured  with  contending  \ 
paflions,  her  faith  to  Argenis,  and  her 
defireto  ferve  Radirobanes,  He  fcemed 
furprifed  at  her  emotions.  At  length  fhe 
l)egan.  "  Is  there  not  occafion  for  me  to 
tremble  and  look  pale,  fince  this  is  the 
firft  time  in  my  life  that  I  ever  difobeyed 
Argenis  !  *  But  it  is  worth  fo  great  a  price 
to  cure  her  againft  her  will  of  a  moft 
dangerous  malady.  It  is  you,  Oh  king, 
that  muft  be  the  ^fculapius  for  her 
•difeafc  ;  only  be  careful  that  the  difcovery" 
of  this  fecret  for  the  fcrvice  of  you  both 
be  not  my  ruin.  May  the  gods.  Oh  king, 
grant  you  fons  to  fucceed  you,  left  Sar- 
dinia be  troubled  with  fuch  calamities  as 
have  fallen  upon  Sicily:  for  becaufe  our 
king  had  only  a  daughter,  Lycogencs  was 
emboldened  to  raife  the  rtorm,  which  had 
nearly  deftroyed  Sicily,  Do  not  wonder. 
Sir,  that  I  begin  my  relation  from  fo 
diftant  an  original ;  for  from  thence  I  muft 
fetch  the  thread  of  that  difcourfe,  which  . 
you  deHre  to  hear.     Lycogencs^  puffed 

up 
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up  wish  hH  own  owfequeiice,  Md  ihc 
Jdng*fi  eafinei^  aipired  to  the  tRtrmge  <3f 
Ai^pis:  but  the  ^4ng  fcoriung  his  aUiaDce, 
he,  being  powerful  in  kinged  and  frioidsy 
plotted  to  take  her  by  violence.  His 
deHgn  was  difcovered  to  the  king  ^  but 
iiich  was  the  ftate  of  Si^ifyt  or  to  ^peak 
•more  truly;,  fuch  was  the  kw^^  remiffi»e^ 
^nggnown  timorous  in  his  old  age,  that 
Jie  cboie  rather  to  iecurc  xhe  lady  from 
the  intended  rape,  than  to  punilh  the 
traitor.  There  is  a  caftle  fituated  upon  a 
hill,  about  twenty  miles  from  Syracuia  i 
once  the  ieat  of  our  asicient  kings,  and  a 
place  of  great  ftrength.  The  river  Aiabut 
furrounds  the  right  fide  of  thecaftie,.  ^Fom 
whence  it  falls  into  the  Tea;  it  is  fortified 
with  high  walls  and  towers  for  «he£Fea(er 
iecurity.  There  the  king  endbfed  his  Arge- 
nis,  with  only  twenty  maids  and-mattoas  fo 
attend  her :  he  called  in  the  aid  ^  relig^ 
to  colour  his  d|:fign,  faying,  that  he  had . 
been  admonifhcd  in  his  dreams,  that  a 
grievous  crime  would  ihortly  be  committed, 
unlels  Argeois  was  iechidcd  from  the  iigbt 
of  all  men  i  that  the  i^f  and  the  ^oracks 

alio 
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^o  threatenad  her  mth  the  fame  misfor-- 
tunc  ;  but  few  people  were  ignorant  of 
the  true  reaibn  of  diis  iecliiion.  To  me, 
who  had  brought  her  up  from  infancy, 
the  king  committed  the  care  of  'Argenis, 
and  he  alfo  publilhed  anedid,  nieking  tt 
<)eath  fw  any  man  to  fet  his  foot  withifi 
the  cflftle,  excepting  the  king  hinrfeHl 
Ncwic  of  the  maids  or  women  were  ftrffered 
w  go  out  of  the  caftk  without  my  leave ; 
only  myftif,  vrho  had  the  chief  truft,  had 
liberty  to  go  otit  in  thie  Ides  erf  each 
month,  to  perform  certain  religious  ritei, 
for  the  health  and  Ikfety  of  itiy  family. 
A  greatnumberoffoldiers  were  encamped, 
and  three  thotrfand  kept  to  guard  by  turns. 
If  you  will  believe  me.  Oh  king,  this  foli- 
tude  was  not  unpleafant  tome,  cfpecially 
at  firft,  when  we  compofed  our  minds, 
tired  with  the  noiieand  tumult  of  the  city, 
into  a  ftate  of  reft  and  quietnefs.  While 
the  innocent  youth  <rf  Argenis  was  fatisficd 
with  the  fports  that  her  attendants  pre- 
fently  contrived  for  her  amufement ;  fo 
that  I  often  admired  the  happinefs  of  her 
gentle  fpirit,  and  yet  grieved  at  the  iniquity 

of 
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jof  the  times,  that  compelled  the  heirefs  of 
Sicily  to  dwell  in  ib  ilrait  a  compafs  for 
fafcty.  But  I  will  be  more  brief  in  my 
narration/'  "  No,  mother,  faid  he,  I  beg 
you  will  not;  for  though  I  do. not  yet 
underftand  how  far  I  am  concerned  in  thefe 
things,  yet  it  pleafes  me  to  hear  of  the 
policy  of  Meleander,  and  the  youth  and 
difpofition  of  Argenis."  Then  Selenifla 
went  on.  **  We  difpofcd  of  our  time  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  wearinefs  might  not 
make  Argenis  pine  at  her  reftraint.  She 
ipent  not  much  time  in  drefllng,  but  (he 
delighted.  j»y^-:iA  a  plea&nt  grove  that 
was  within  the  limits  of  the  caftle;  there  fhe 
with  a  little  bow  ufed  to  cx)ntend  witli  her 
maidens,  who  fhould  (hbot  neareft  the 
mark :  a  merry  applatrfe  was  the  prize  of 
the  harmlefs  viftory.  They  had  alfo 
prizes  for  running,  and  fometimes  they 
would  contend  for  thefe,  with  many  o.her 
innocent  games  •,  which  I  encouraged  in 
my  fair  charge,  becaufe  thefe  exercifes 
ftrengthened  her  body,  and  kept  her 
mind  from  being  employed  on  her  fituadon. 
She  would  fomecimes  divert  herfelf  with 
viewing 
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viewing  the  monuments  of  her  anceftors  : 
Ihe  delighted  greatly  in  hearing  and  reading 
hiftory  j  fhe  was  taught  all  forts  of  curious* 
needlework  at  other  hours ;  and  at  the  . 
fame  time,  would  liften  to  pleafant  tales,' 
which  were  invented  and  told  for  her  en*' 
tertainment.  This,  Oh  king,  was  the 
education  of  your  Argenis  !  With  thefc 
exercifes  and  employments  was  her  youth 
trained  up,  before  other  cares  had  broke 
in  upon  the  harmlefs  and  happy  peace  of- 
her  mind. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

Sdeniffa  felafes  haw  a  young  ftr anger ^  called 
Tbeocrincj  was  recommended  to  her  fecrecy 
and  prote5lion. 

**/^NE  day,  being  at  Syracufa,  in  the. 
V-/  temple  of  Juno,  (I  remember 
well  the  time ;  mcthinks  I  now  ftand  at 
the  altar,  and  /Offer  the  incenfe,  the  cir- 
cumftance  dwells  fo  ftrongly  in  my. 
memory)   while    I  was    facrificin^    and 

recom- 
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recommending  the  face,  of  Ar^ois  aitd 
myfelf  to^  .the  gpddeiss  »  oiaidea  of  ex^ 
quUke  beauty  entered  the  temple.     She 
was  tall  afid  gracefuU  but  her  dcje£led 
countenance  befpoke  iU  fortune.     She  had 
only  one  man  iiv  her  company,  who^fbl-- 
loiMcd  her  wkh  his  head  covered^  that  ono 
GOuiM  ibarcely  fee  his  face.     As  ihe  came 
forwafd^  theM  was  a-  fudden  murmui:  in 
the  templci,   enquiring  who  (he  was,  or 
fiom: whence ibi^  came;  for  her  face  was 
unknown,  and    her    habit    foreign    and 
unlike  that  of  the  Sicilians.     She  walked 
on  witlr  fttctr  gi  aic  and  iirajefty,  that  in 
looking  on   her  I  forgot  my  devotions- 
She  not  ftaying*  long  near  the  goddefs, 
not  offering  any  gi£t  at  the  altar,   came 
i^  ta  my  fide,    aod  fell-  down,  on    her 
knees  to  me,  that  would  have  liindered 
her,  faying,  "  Lady,  this  day  gives  you 
an   unexpctSted   opporttimty-  of    fliewing 
your   goodnds :    if  you  wHl  follow  the 
example  of  thfc  goddefe  whomr    you   fo 
devoutly  worihip,    corrdtift  me 'to  fonnc 
private  placeg  where  I   may  utter*  to  ycru 
the  fijiJtof  xnjr'  wifltear.'*  *  I-  raifcdv  her  vtp^ 

whil9 
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vrWle  dius  fbficiting,  and  carried  her  co  my* 
flfter*«  hoirfe*,  where  1  ledged;  Bteirrg  in  pri^ 
vatc,  I  fipft  enquired  from  whence  fhecame- 
into Siieily  i  forlhc  fpokeGreek,  but  fo  that* 
you  might'  know  it  was  not  her  native 
language.   P  thought  her  an  Etrufcan,  arid' 
byb  her  netghbourhood  to  Greece  to  have 
^  Ker  kiiowlcdge  of  our  Lrngnage ;  bur 
tfce  beauty  of  her 'ftce-  ami  compfexton* 
w»  far  b^rond  thai;  country;     Then  ftid^ 
Ihci  **-That  yotr-may  peirerre  I  do  nor 
falfSPy  my  birth,  nor*  recjuirc  affiftanceta 
the  prgudice  of  the  givci^  behold,   lady, 
due  retick^'  of  my  iniieritaiKe,'  vvh^cK,  if 
the'^fateS  'continue ,  to  pl^ie^  riiy  *  native 
country,  ^ill*ferve  for  myfupport  in  any 
part  gf  the   world.".    Thus  faying^    fhe 
opehed"  a  bbx  full  bf  Ivery  rich  jewels;  ,aad 
alfb  di^wing  aficfe  her  gown,  (f\t  fhewecl 
riiie '  her  pockets  lined  with  th*fe  fam^  vaiu- 
ablr  comsrioditi'es,  flidi^  as   were   not  the 
riehes-of^ar  private  perlbn-.     Hkving'  again 
cwimtned*  her  fiaee^'  arid    obferved  matiy 
mark**  a^d-  tokens'  of^^a  good  difpofition, 
h  way  aftotttflietJ  at  her  fihiatlon;  and 'ear** 
Heflfl^'dtfine*  Bier  •  ttj  tell*  me,   ^irtio-  mif 

what 
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what  (he  was.  *<  I  am  (faid  (he)  an  tin* 
fortunate  maiden^  and  one  to  whom  the 
beft  relief  will  be  to  lie  concealed  from  the 
.  gazing  multitude;  but  that  you  may  not 
think  me  a  vagabond,  or  one  brought 
hither  by  chance,  I  bring  you  a  letter 
from  a  woman  of  high  quality,  though 
a  ftranger  andperfonally  unknown  to  you ; 
tho*  from  her  great  opinion  of  you  Ihe  has 
choien  you  for  the  higheft  truft  ihe  can 
repofe  in  you,  and  who  therefore  defervcs 
your  beft  afliftance :  {he  is  my  mother." 
So  faying,  Ihe  gave  me  this  letter,  which 
you  fee  here.  I  took  it  out  of  my  cabinet^ 
where  I  kcjep  my  grcateft  fecrets^  in  order 
to  read  it  to  you.  Now  hear  what  it 
contains. 

*'  Alcaea  to  Selenifla,  health.  ,  If  you 
afk  how  it  happens,  that  you  knpw  not 
me,  and  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
you,  know  that  this  is  one  of  the  privileges 
of  virtue,  that  her  children  cannot  be 
unknown.  You  had  not  been  chofen  by 
the  king  of  Sicily  to  educate  his  daughter^ 
if  he  could  have  found,  one  more  worthy 
i^  fuch  a  charge.    I  have  heard  the  report 

of 
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of  y6ur  riarric  in  diftaiiit  countries,  whicfi 
you  call  barbarous ;  yet  notwithftancling 
have  pity  vp6n  me  who  am  a'ftranger,  and 
of  your  own  fex  5  and  perhaps  this  may^ 
be  an  inducertient  with  you  that  I  am  of 
Greek  extraftion.  Receive  this  my  deareft 
pledge  into  your  care,  receive  my  only 
daughter.  She  is  of  the  nobleft  blood  : 
(he  can  relate  ta  you  the'  hiftory  of  our  mif- 
fortunes,  which  have  obliged  me  to  take 
this  courfe  for  her  prefervation.  I  fhall 
think  her  happy  in  the  midft  of  her  cala- 
rtiitiesi  if  you  will  take  care  of  her,  and  ' 
inftruft  her  hoW  to  be  fuch  ah  one  as 
yourfelf.     Farewel." 

•  "  Having  read  this  letter,  I  defired  her 
to  acquaiht  me  with  whatever  her  mother 
hkd  given  her  in  charge.  *'  My  country 
(laid  Ihe)  is' Gallia,  where  the  river  Rhone- 
j3ours  itfelf  out  of  a  great  lake.  My  name' 
-  is  Thebcrine;  my  father  was  highly* 
efteemed  in  his  own  country,  which  is 
of  nb  great  extent;  but  he  was  a  fovereign 
prince,  and  was  called  Commilodorus.  He 
dyin^,  left"  nie  growh  up  to*  wohlan's 
eftate,^  and  a  foh^biVt  jufi  out  of  fwathing 
Voi,  II*  L  '     clothes. 
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clothes.  Being  near  his  end,  he  conjured 
his  brother,  who  was  called  Icciobates, 
by  all  the  gods  celeftial  and  infernal,  that 

.  he  would  not  forfake  his  infant  ion,  his 
youthful  daughter,  nor  his  widowed  wife, 
which  while  he  fwore  to  perform,  bathed 
in  hypocritical  tears,  my  father  died.  For 
a  ihort  time,  we  thought  ourfelves  happy 
in  the  care  of  iuch  an  uncle,  he  took  fo 

.  much  care  of  our  patrimony,  he  was  fo 
kind  to  us  and  to  my  mother ;  but  the 
true  end  of  all  this  was  to  prefcrvc  our 
inheritance  for  hiriifelf.     He  knew,  that 

•  if  my  brother  and  myfclf  were  made  away 
with,  he  Ihould  be  the  undoubted  heir : 
he  therefore  laid  a  plot  to  poifon  us  —  a 
wickednefs  yet  unknown  in  our  country ! 
Towards  the  end  of  a  feaft  was  this  mif- 
chief  committed  in  poifoned  fwectmeats, 
of  which  my  dear  brother  eat  greedily, 
by  rny  uncle's  carnelt  perfuafion,  and 
they  were  offered  to  me ;  but  whether  it 
were  from  the  care  of  my  good  genius,  m 
the  over-forwardnefe  of  my  uncle  in  per- 
fuading  us,  I  refufed  to  cat  any  of 
them^  When  we  returned  home  to  my 
:^  nether, , 
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mother,  and  when  my  brother  foon  after 
feil  fick,  I  told  her  faithfully  what  I 
fufpedted.  She  being  fomewhat  jealous 
before,  which  the  prefent  danger  aggra- 
vated, bathed  her  fon  with  her  warm  tears, 
as ,  the  malady  prevailed,  firft  in  one  part 
of  his  body,  then  in  another,  till  the  un- 
happy child  expired.  This  villain,  this 
poifoner,  had  the  heart  to  (land  by,  coun- 
terfeiting the  deepeft  forrow ;  and,  left  the 
body  fhould  be  obferved  to  be  difcoloured, 
he  ordered  it  to  be  interred  immediately^ 
giving  for  a  reafon,  that  my  mother  would 
be  overcome  with  grief,  by  havitig  the 
dead  body  conftantly  in  her  fight.  She 
ieemed  to  appear  ignorant  of  the  matter, 
left  my  uncle,  made  fhamelefs  by  the  de- 
teftion  of  his  wickednefs,  fliould  \^th 
more  boldnefs  praftife  the  fame  on  me. 
And  now  the  corpfe,  being  anointed,  was 
carried  forth  to  be  buried.  My  mother 
Jed  me  alone  into  a  private  room,  and  with 
her  hair  diftievelled  fhe  thus  fpoke :  "  My 
miferable  girl,  I  know  not  which  moft  to 
hment,  my  fon,  who  is  now  carried  out 
to  be  confumed,  or  thee,  who  I  fear  art 
L.  2  cqferved 


2W        THE    PHCENIX. 

referved  for  the  f«une  fate  !  Thy  brother 
is  pad  all  feeling  of  human  miferies,  no 
lamentations  can  recal  him;  but  thou 
perhaps,  by  my  care  and  policy,  mayft  be 
prefervcd.  Let  us  confult  together,  let. 
us  think  upon,  fomecourfe  for  thy-  fafety^ 
before  the  cruelty  of  our  enemies  over*^ 
take  us." 

*'  While  we  were  thus  mourning,  there 
came  in  Praxetas,  a  mod:  faithful  friend, 
the.  fon.  of  another  brother  of  my  father 
by  a.  concubine,  "  Ceafe  (faid  he)  to 
lament,  thofe  evils  that  are  paft  redrcl% 
and  while  you  have  it.  in  your  power, 
think  of  efeaping  from  thofe  dangers  that 
may  be  avoided.'*  *'  Oh,  worthy  Sir, 
(faid  my  mother)  advife  us  what  to  do, 
who  are  ftupified  with  grief,  and  unable 
to  help  ourfelves."  "  If  (refumed  he) 
you  permit  me  to  fpeak  freely,  I  muft  fay 
I  think  Theocrine  cannot  bp  fafe  any  way 
but  by  flight,  and  this  muft  be  fpeedy. 
Therefore,  while  thy  brother's  funeral 
pile  is.  burning,  do  thou,  as  if  frantic 
'widi  grief,  wander  about,  as  if  without 
knowing    whither  j'  and   after    a   while»: 

being 
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being  got  away  from  all  company^  retire 
to  the  back-gate  of  my  houfe.  I  will  be 
there  to  receive. thee  alone,  and  without 
a  light ;  and  there  I  will  keep  thee  con» 
cealed  till  we  have  refolved  what  couife 
to  take.  Thou,  Alcaea,  muft  feign  that  thy 
daughter  is  loft ;  thy  fon*s  death  and  her 
danger  will  give  thee  occafion  enough  for 
tears."  My  mother  approved  his  advice, 
said  commanded  me  to  obey  him.  I  did[ 
not  delay  to  execute  my  part  of  the  plot, 
Ijut  flipped  OUT,  and  being  feen  following 
my  brother*s  corpfe,  I  got  away  from  the 
mourners,  and  came  to  Praxetas*s  houfe. 
He  4iid  me  in  the  mdft  private  part  of  it, 
and  my  tnother  aftcd  her  part,  enquh-ing 
every  where  for  her  daughter.  She  only 
knew  where  I  was.  She  alfo  intreated 
Icciobates,  that  he  would  fend  about  to 
the  next  towns  to  feek  for  me,  and  bring 
me  back  again-,  for  Ihe  feared  that  I  fhould 
deftroy  myfclf  out  of  grief  for  my  bro- 
ther's death.  He  omitted  no  means  to 
find  me  out  -,  for  it  very  much  concerncid 
him  to  know  certainly,  whether  I  were 
living  or  dead. 

L  ^  «  But 
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"  But  when  for  fcveral  days  I  had  been 
ibught  in  vain,  my  mother  celebrated  my 
funeral  rites,  as  for  one  certainly  dead. 
She  then  refolved  with  Praxetas  to  remove 
me  out  of  the  tyrant's  reach.  In  the  mean 
time,  flie  was  to  make  choice  of  fome 
young  hobleman  of  the  neighbouring 
provinces,  who  Ihould  marry  me^  and 
claim  ray  inheritance.  She  thought  fhe 
could  fend  me  no  where  more  fafely,  than 
where  wc  had  never  before  had  any  cor- 
refpondence,  that  my  uncle's  diligence  in 
feeking  after  me  might  by  thcfe  rtieans  be 
eluded  5  and  above  all  others,  my  mother 
made  choice  of  you,  fage  matron,  for 
this  truft  i  fhe  earneftly  defired,  that  her 
daughter  might  be  placed  under  your  care. 
Having  thus  determiaed,  my  mother 
went  to  Icciobates,  defiring  that  he  would 
enquire  of  the  gods  what  was  become,  of 
me,  and  that  none  would  anfwer  more 
truly  and  certainly  than  the  oracle  of 
Apollo  kt  Delphos^  adding,  that  if  it 
pleafed  Icciobates,  fhe  would  fend  Praxetas 
thither.  He  highly  applauded  her  advice ; 
for  he  carneflly  defired  to  know  where  I 

was 
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was,  or  how  I  died  Neither  did  he 
fufpcdl  Praxetas:  he  gave  oiFerings 
for  the  god,  and  with  a  great  fum  of 
money  tempted  Praxetas  to  let  none  but- 
himfelf  know  the  anfwer  from  the  oracle ; 
but  he  keeping  his  faith  with  us,  carried 
me  in  a  fmall  bark  down  the  river  to  the 
fca:  there  he  met  with  a  Ihip  of  Xpi- 
damnum,  which  was  failing  homewards. 
When  he  was  affured  that  all  the  paflen- 
gers  were  ftrangcrs,  he  carried  me  on 
board,  and  called  me  his  fifter  before  the 
mariners.  They  were  hired  to  land  us  in 
Sicily,  and  have  performed  their  agree- 
ment. Behold  me  here,  O  SelenifTa,  for- 
getful of  my  freedom,  but  rather  indebted 
to  Icciobates,  if  you  will  take  me  under 
your  care,  Praxetas  follows  me  in  the 
habit  of  a  fervant :  he  is  my  kinfman,  but 
born  of  a  concubine :  from  him,  worthy 
lady,  you  may  hear  at  large  an  account 
of  our  travels,  and  whatever  clfc  I  have 
briefly  related  to  you^'* 


L  4 
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CHAP.    IX.    . 

Selenijfa  continues  ber  relation.  How  tbea- 
crine  was  received  into  the  cafile.  Of  the 
friendship  between  her  and  Argenisy  and 
the  treafon  of  Lycogenes. 

"  W  7^'^^  Theocriiic  was  fpeaking, 
V  V'  fo  fweet  a  modefty  graced  her 
difcourfe,  fo  meekly  and  property  did  (h? 
lament  her  misforcunes,  that  methought  I 
felt  myfelf  equally  affefted.'* 

"  And  I  too,  by  the  faith  of  the  gods  \ 
interrupted  Radirobanes,  I  have  long  been 
impatient  to  know  what  you  did  wirfi  her. 
Had  ihe  come  to  me,  I  would  not  have 
been  contented  to  flielter  her  with  a 
timorous  pitty,  but  I  would  have  torn 
Icciobates  from  his  prey,  and  oftered  him 
bound  to  the  virgin  for  a  facrifice.'* .  Sdc- 
nifia  fmiled,  praifed  his  fpirit,  and  then 
thus  continued :  "  I  was  in  doubt  how  to 
a£l: ;  for  fuch  a  fuppliant,  I  thought, 
ihould  not  be  rejefted,  who  by  her  pcrfon 
and  behaviour,  apd  *he  richinefs  of  her 

jewels. 


THE    PHCENIX.        225 

jewels,  could  HOt  be  fulpe6ted  to  fay 
aught  but  truth.  And  on  the  other  hand^ 
Argenis  was  entrufted  to  my  care,  that  t 
might  not  bring  any  pcrfon  to  her  but 
thole  who  were  appointed.  Therefor^  - 
I  faid  to  her,  "  My  fweet  maiden,  yoti 
might  have  ^ne  to  others  more  able  to 
.do  you  fervice,  but  to  none  that  would 
more  truly  Jiave  pitied  your  misfortunes. 
But  what  you  defire  is  not  in  my  power  to 
grant,  for  I  live  a  reclufe  life  in  a  caftle 
with  the  king's  daughter.  But  my  fitter 
(hall  be  my  fubftitute  iii  this  affair,  who 
I  will  undertake  {hall  be  as  careful 
of  you,  as  if  you  were  her  own  child.'* 
She  feemed  difappointed,.  and  blufliing  caft 
hc^  eyes  upon  the  ground.  "  How  well 
(faid  Ihe)  might  I  be  concealed  in  that 
caftle,  if  by  your  means  I  might  be  re- 
ceived into  the  princcfs's  fervice?"  Her 
undeferved  misfortune  touclied  my  heart : 
I  therefore  defired  her  to  be  of  good 
cheer,  and  hope  for .  the  beft.  I  then 
delivered  her  and  Praxetas  to  the  care  of 
my  lifter,  till  I  (hould  acquaint  the  king, 
L,  5  "  wh6 
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who  was  then^at  Syracufa,  with  the  whok 
ftory." 

Here  ag^in  Radirobanes  interrupted 
her  :  "  And  what  (faid  he)  did  Meleander 
rcfolve  ?  Did  he  fly  to  comfort  her  hinor 
lelf,  or  did  he  commit  that  office  to  an- 
oiher  ?  I  an)  tortured  to  find  you  fo  flow 
in  helping  this  unfortunate  maiden  !  I 
cxpefted  that  you  would  have  relieved  me 
from  wy  own  cares,  but  inftead  of  that 
you  have  interefted  me  in  thofe  of  others. 
Yet  I  am  pleafcd  to  forget  awhile  my 
own  malady,  while  I  liftcn  to  the  fl:ory  of 
the  unhappy  fair  one,  neither  do  I  wifli 
.you  to  fliorten  any  part  of  it."  "  Do  not 
think  (faid  Selenifla)  that  I  fell  into  this 
narration  without  defign  i  you  will  kflbw 
hereafter  whether  you  are  not  concerned 
jn  itf  Meleander  heard  my  relation  with 
the  fame  generous  indignation  that  yoa 
have .  now  exprefled.  "  I  (faid  he)  will 
vifit  this  afflifted  maiden."  "  By  no  means. 
Sir,  faid  I  :  your  courtefy  might  diicovec 
our  fuppliant;  the  noblemen  and  ladies 
would  afterwards  vifit  her,  and  among 
fomafty  the  fccret  might  be  difcovered,  and 

Ihat^ 
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that  privacy  loft,  in  which  0ie  defires  to 
live  among  us.  If  you  will  permit  me  to 
carry  her  into  the  caftle  to  Argenis,  Ihc 
will  enjoy  the  fecurity  flie  wifhcs,  and  you 
may  there  fee  her  with  convenience.'*  "  I 
freely  give  leave,  my  Seleni(ra^(faid  he;)  and 
let  it  be  your  care  that  fhe  be  well  treated,  ^ 
and  want  for  nothing  that  we  can  do  to 
comfort  her."  "  Now,  faid  Radiroba- 
nes,  thou  pleafelt  me,  Melcander  !  Now: 
thou  art  worthy  to  be  the  father  of  Ar- 
genis !"  At  thefc  words  Selenifla  fmiled. 
Let  us  fee,  faid-ifhe,  if  you  will  always 
be  thus  favourably  difpofed  towards 
Theocrine:  Ihe  will  this  day  (land  in 
need  of  your  good  opinion.  I  will  proGced 
to  the  fequel  of  my  ftory.  After  I  had 
obtained  my  petition,  I  returned  joyfully 
to  my*  filler,  and  acquainted  her  with  the 
goodnefs  of  the  king,  who  had  grajfited  all 
that  we  defired.  And  now,  Theocrine, 
feid  I,  you  are  my  fecond  charge ;  I  am 
commanded  to  refpeft  you  equally  with 
Argenis.  But  Ihe  earneftly  requefted, 
that  fhe  might  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  reft  of  the  attendants  of 
L6  V^        thp 
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the  princefs,  ^*  For  fo  (faid  flie)  ^all  I 
he  fhekered  from  public  report  and  ohktr 
vationu"  I  thought  the  time  long  till  I 
could  carry  her  to  the  caflie,  being  afiured 
that  Argenis  would  be  de%hted  with  the 
company  of  this  incomparable  maid,  font 
us  as  it  Were  by  the  gods.  But  the  yearly 
facrifice  of  my  faqnily  *was  near,  which 
could  not  be  perfermed  without  my  pre* 
ience.  The  next  day  after  the  facrifice, 
wc  fent  Praxetas  to  Delphos;  for  he 
faid>  thaf  if  he  i)eglp0e4  tp  perforin  kis 
yow9,  Icciob^t;^^  might  come  xq  he^r  of 
it  4  bi}^  after  he  ^a4  confulted  the  pracl? 
pf  AppJ^  h^  ^Qul4  return  to  Syracuf^, 
^pd  then  w^  might  cppfider  what  afifwcr 
^o  giye  to  the  tyrJ^nt.  After  his  departure, 
I  took  Theocrin^  into  my  chariot,  and 
w^  fp  eng^gecj  by  fhe  p^ealiire  pf  h^r 
cpnverfttion,  th^t  ^e  a,r rived  aj:  thp  c^^ 
before  I  perceivpd  we  had  left  Syracwla. 
When  I  prefented  her  to  Argenis,  ftie  was 
(truck    with  hcf  lingular  beauty,  fhape^ 

.  and  proportion.     Before  the  women,  I 
fpoke  fp^ripgly  of  Theocrine,  that   Ih? 

^As  4  fojfej^ner,  who  gpiog  tp  Africa, 

was 
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was  wrecked  upon  the  coaft  of  Sicily.  But 
afterwards  in  private,  I  told  her  ftory  to 
the  princefs,  who  fpoke  to  her  after  this 
manner.  "  My  dear  gueft,  give  me  leave 
to  call  you  my  fitter  !  If  you  think  me 
worthy  of  that  name,  I  will  not  hencefor- 
ward cali  my(t\{  my  father's  only  child. 
I  wifh  you  would  permit  my  fervants  to 
pay  you  that  re^e6t  that  is  due  to  your 
birth  and  quality;  but  that  you  may 
know  the  power  you  have  over  us,  we 
will  obey  your  pleafure  in  this  and  all 
things  befide.  (Thufe  in  what  manner 
you  will  be' ferved'j  and  whatever  you 
would  have  coHcfcalcd,  Seleniffa  and  I 
will  never  dtfcover,* 

Radirobancs*  coukl  no  longer  contain 
himfelf:  **  O  bleffed  Theocrine  (he  ex- 
claimed) to  be  thus  beloved  by  Atgenis !  To 
be  fo  received,  enterti^ined,  and  fpokcnto  ! 
T6  he  with  Jier  at  aU  times  without  a 
rival  !"  <*  Yqu  fpeak  too  foon  (faid  Sele- 
niffa) you.  ftioqld'  firft  hav«  known  the 
fympathy  pf  their  minds,  and  the  uninter- 
rupted harmony  between  them.  Yet  we 
were  not  without  eontentwa  5  but  it  was 

betwecf). 
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between  my  miftrels  and  me,  whofhouki 
moft  love  Theocrine.  Our  affedion  was 
increafed  by  her  modcfty.  Nor  was  there 
any  one  in  the  cafUe,  whom  (he  did  not 
win  to  love  and  refpedfc  her,  by  her  courtefy 
and  her  many  amiable  qualities.  She  de- 
lighted in  whatever  fhe  perceived  Argenis 
did,  and  performed  the  fame  exercifes, 
but  with  fuch  diicredon,.  that  fhe  alway^s 
fuffered  her  to  get  the  better,  and  then 
fhe  would  artfully  feign  anger  to  encreafe 
the  triumph  of  the  conqueror.  She  was 
altogether  ignbrant  of  the  ufe  of  the 
needle  or  dillafF:  (he  faid,  that  in  her 
country,  maidens  of  noble  birth  followed 
hunting  and  all  the  nobler  exercifes  ;  yet 
fixe  was  defirous  to  learn  our  works,  and 
attended  to  the  inftrudions  given  her. 
Nothing  pleafed  us  more  than  the  acuter 
nefs  of  her  wit,  always  delightful  and  in- 
ofFenfive.  .  She  underftaod  poetry,  and 
her  verfes  were  greatly  fuperior  to  thofe 
.that  are  commonly  fung  to  the  lute. 
The  difference  of  her  accent  from  ours 
feemed  to  add  to  the  graces  of  feer  fpeech  : 
£hfi  underflood  both  the  Greek  and  Italian 

languages. 
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languages,  and  in  writing  jhe  made  none 
of  thofe  faults  Ihe  did  in  fpeaking. 

*«  Thus  we  fpcnt  our  time  innocently 
and  pleafantly,  till  our  happinefs  was  in*- 
terrupted  hjr  a  mifchievous  conlpiracy  of 
Lycogen^s.  He  being  impatient  at  the 
policy  of  the  king^  to  prefcrve  his  daugh- 
ter from  his  machinations,  plotted  the 
deftrudlion  of  both ;  for  which  purpoie' 
he  hired  two  men,  who  had  affured  him 
that  they  were  entirely  at  his  devotion,  and' 
had  before  committed  afts  of  villany  for  - 
his  fervice.  He  pointed  out  the  caftle*  and 
told  them,  if  they  would  Ihow  themfelves 
men,  there  was  a  noble  prey  inclofed 
there-,  adding,  that  when  the  king  fhould 
come  to  vifit  his  daughter,  they  muft  (in  the. 
night)  get  over  the  walls,  as  where  no 
guards  nor  men  fervants  were  admitted 
within  the  walls,  how  eafy  was  it  to  furprize 
an  old'  man  naked  and  afleep  ?  But  they 
muft  fecure  Argenis,  whom  he  intended 
to  compel  to  marry  him,  and  to  difpofe 
-of  the  king's  life  as  might  be  moft  conve- 
nient to  him.  '^  But  who,  faid  they,  (hall 
admit  us  into  the  caftle  ?    or  father,  who 

Witt 
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will  not  obferve  our  going  in  ?  There  be- 
ing fo  careful  a  guard  of  £bldiers  kept, 
who  watch  almoft  every  bird  ""that  flies 
over  them." 

**  After  a  long  confultation,  theycktcr- 
mined  the  fide  next  the  lea  to  be  the  moft 
proper  for  this  attempt;  for  the  king 
trufting  to  the  natural  ilrei^h  of  the  fitua- 
tion,  had  placed  no  guaixi  on  that  fide, 
therefore  a  fmall  boat  might  ealily  land 
there,  and  the  roaring  of  the  water  would 
keep  the  noife  from  being  heard.  But 
again,  they  confidered  that  the  cliff  wa^  too 
high  for  any  kdder  to  reach.  "  Then 
(faid  one  of  the  ruffians,  who  afterwards 
confcfled  the  whole  plot)  leave  that  to  me, 
I  will  find  means  to  get  into  the  caftle: 
but  one  affpciate  is  not  fufficient.  We 
mufl:  fcek  the  king  in  a  large  houfe^  and 
through  defpairhe  will  defend  hitnfelf  to 
the  lafl;  extremity  ;  we  piuft  alfo -provide 
that  the  Jady  do  not  efcape  us,  who  if  fbe 
hear  us,  will  either  hide  herfelf  or  elfc 
alarm  the  guard.  Fewer  than  eight  will 
not  ferve  the  turn :  if  you  would  rather 
choofe  them  younelf,  fend  them  to  us 
2  fpeedily^ 
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fpeedily  •,  but  if  you  will  truft  to  us^  we 
know  where  to  find  thofe  that  will  give 
a  good  account  of  this  bufinefs."  In  an- 
fwer  to  this,  Lycpgcnes  promifed  that  he 
would  put  himfelf  and  his  fortune  into 
their  hands  :'  **  To-morrow  (faid  he)  the 
prey  will  fall  into  the  fnare,  for  I  hear 
that  Meleahder  goes  then  to  vifit  Argcnis. 
Make  bafte  while  your  refolution  is  warnj, 
^nd  fuffer  not  thofe  to  whom  you  impart 
the  fecp^t,  to  delay  till  they  waver,  or  be- 
.tray  yoy.  I  will  be  at  my  houfe  by  the 
jea-fide^  which  is  but  five  miles  from  th^ 
Q^e  5  bring  t;hither  your  priz^^  an3  you 
di^Ufce  roy-fprtunes," 
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CHAP.    X. 

Selenijfa  continues  to  relate  bow  Lycogenes*^ 
men  entered  the  cafile^  and  forced  their 
way  into  Atgenis^s  apartments  The  valour 
of  Theoerine  on  that  occajion^ 

THIS  bufinefs  being  thus  contrived 
among  thcfe  traitors,  fortune  feem- 
cd  alfo  to  further  their  purpofc  •,  for  Me- 
leander  canie  to  the  caftle,  and  the  night 
being  dark  and  rainy,  neither  eyes  nor 
ears  could  difcover  the  treachery.  The 
king,  when  hecariie  to  vifit  his  daughter, 
ufed  to  fend  away  his  attendants  at  the 
caftle-gate,  that  they  might  either  retire 
to  the  camp^  or  go  to  the  next  town  ta 
lodge  \  and  we  provided  all  things  necef* 
fary  for  him.  This  was  the  time  of  moft 
relaxation  to  that  excellent  old  man  •,  he 
left  his  cares  and  his  majefty  at  the  gate, 
and  among  us  was  in  a  ftate  of  perfedl 
quietnefs  and  freedom.  That  evening  that 
was  appointed  for  the  execution  of  this 
treafon,  he,  ignorant  of  his  danger,  was. 

unufually. 
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tinufually  chcarful.  After  fuppcr,  he  be- 
gan to  enquire  with  what  fports  we  had 
fpent  that  wet  and  wintery  day  ?  In  telling 
ftones.  Sir,  faid  I,  in  which  our  maidens 
greatly  delight.  "  Nay,  faid  he,  you 
nujft  not  let  them  fpend  their  time  in 
fables ;  you,  Selenifla,  who  are  yourfelf  an 
old  woman  and  almoft  a  fable.  But  I  wiU 
h?.Ve  them  all  related  to  me,  what  tales 
jthey  have  brought  to  promote  the  enter- 
taJnment .  of  the  company.'*  We  all 
laug^hed,  and  when  he  urged  it,  thofe 
that  w  ere  neareft  were  jbold  to  tell  hina 
their  f Fooleries,  till  fuch  time  as  the  king 
by  littk-  and  little  fell  afkep ;  and  lying 
down  upon  the  bed  where  he  had  fupped, 
he  began  to  fnore :  and  becaufe  we  knew, 
that  if  he  were  awakened,  he  would  not 
fal\  aflcep  again  a  long  time,  we  covered 
him  up  warm,  and  fetting  a  light  by  him, 
without  any  noife,   we  all  left  the  room, 

*'  The  attendants  and  fervants  were  all 
gone  to  their  private  rooms.  I  was  ia 
converfation  with  Argenis  and  Theocrine, 
(for  Theocrine  and  I  had  each  our  pallet 
in  Argenis's  chamber)  when  fuddenly  wc 

heard 
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heard  a  confufed  noife  of  voices,  and  the 
found  of  foocfteps  coming  towards  us. 
I  .did  not  at  firft  fufpeft  any  thing  more, 
than  that  the  niaidens  were  playing  t<^e- 
thcr  i  but  the  danger  approaching  nearer, 
I  perceived  the  voices  to  be  thofe  of  men, 
uncommon  to  our  ears.  While  I  yet 
doubted  between  fear  and  furprife,  the 
rhamber  doors  with  violent  blows  were 
l>roke  to  pieccis.  Wonder  not  if  the  re- 
imcmbrance  of  that  night  doth  now  afton»lilii 
jne,  when  die  horxor^af  the  fight  o«iver- 
came  mc.  'Aipaeing  vilkny!  ^Sehold 
awBpd  noon  entered  ^the  »chambctr  1  iArgenis 
«nd  n)yfe]f  could  do  nothing  but  ^ihriek^^ 
but  Theocrinci  hear,  oh  king  !  a  rdatioa 
worthy  to  1>e  tranfmitted  Kx  pofter/ty  I--— 
Tlieocnbe  advanced  j^inft  the  villaiins  as 
if  ihe  had  been  tn^ired  by  feme  god. 
They  ftood  amaaed  at  the  boldnefc  of  the 
damfel,  as  doubtful  what  flie  would  do. 
Theocrine  flopped  the  firft  that  entered 
the  chamber,  and  flying  upon  him  like  a 
fury,  Ihe  wrefted  the  fword  out  of  his 
right  hand;  with  the  fame  agility  ftie 
leaugiht  a  ibicki  from  his  kft»  in  as  little 

.   time 
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time  as  I  can  relate  it.     I  looked  not  more 
aftonifhed  at  the  greathcfs  of  the  danger, 
than  at  the   ftrangenefs    of  our  affiftant. 
She  ftmck  one  fo  violently  on  the  neck,' 
that  the  blood  gufhed  out  Upon  me  and 
Argenis.    She  then  preflcd  upon  them  with 
irrefiftable  courage,  ftriking  pne  with  the 
blade  of  her  fword,  an&tber  with  the  hilt, 
a  third  with  her  fhield:  but  the  ruffians, 
confounded  at  firft  with  furprife  at  thdr 
opponent,   now  renewed  their  attack  wTtfr' 
more   violence ;    they  were .  not    alhamed 
to  fii'^^t  againft  a  woman,  the  room  rung' 
with  ck-i'T^^iog  «f  armsi  the  cries  and  fl^ifeks  - 
of  the  women,   who  now  came  running 
in  am(^^g  ^^s,   made  it  appear  like  a  town 
taker^  by  aflanlt,  and  the  appearance' of  a 
inur:h  greater  tumult^  than  could  be  ima- 
c-tned  in  that  place,  or  among  fuch  a^num- 
ber  of  perfonst 
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C  H  A  R    XI. 

'  Selemjfa^s  narration  interrufttd  hy  Argents. 
The  frincefs  fufpeas  her  fidelity^  and  ck-^ 
ceals  the  coming  of  PoUarchus  into  Sicily. 
The  return  of  Gelanorus  into  Africa.  Po- 
•  liarchus  cures  bimfelf  of  an  ague  hy  an 
extraordinary  method. 

WHILE  Sclenifla  was  relating  \itx 
ftory,    the  mind  o£  Radirob^nes 
was  agitated  with  fufperife,  and  expedifation 
of  the  event  of  this  extraordinary  cc^mbat. 
When  the  appearance  of  _  Argcnis  j^ut  an 
end  to  their  converfation,  whofe  com..pany 
was  never  till  then  unwelcome  to  Rauiiro- 
banes.     By  chance  fhe  returned  from  /her 
walk  through  that  part  of  the  garden^, 
which  Ihe  was  not  ufed  to  do.     When 
they  faw  her  they  could  fay  no  more,  but 
that  the  next  morning  early,  they  would 
meet  in  the  fame  place,  under  pretence  of 
taking  a  walk.    Argenis  was  not  pleafcd  at 
the  fight  of  Radirobanesj  for  fhe  wanted 
to  fpe^  with  Seleniffa  alone,  being  more 

chearful 


THE    PHCENLX.      239 

chearful  than  when  flie  left  her  apartment. 
When  he  came  forward  to  meet  her,  fhe 
received  him  courteoufly,  having  private 
reafons  for  hating  him  lefs  than  before  ; 
and  that  (he  might  not  difcover  the  caufe 
of  her  prefent  chcarfulnefs,  fhe  entered 
into  a  trifling  converfation,  in  the  courfe 
of  which,  fhe  Ihewed  a  copy  of  verfes, 
which  had  juft  been  prefented  by  a  poet, 
in  fome  degree  of  efteem ;  in  which  he 
had  celebrated  the  happinefs  of  the  king's 
grove,  where  Argcnis  ufcd  to  walk,  either 
to  avoid  the  heats  at  noon,  or  to  enjoy 
the  coolnefs  of  the  evening  air.  She  held 
the  paper  open  in  her  hand,  and  gave  it 
to  SelenifTa  in  /uch  a  manner,  as  to  invite 
Radirobanes  to  read  the  verfes. 

Thrice  h^ppy  woi)d,  chcar'd  by  Apollo's  ray ! 
Where  lofty  trees  their  waving  tops  difplay ; 
Courting  cool  Zephyrs  to  refrefh  thefe  groves, 
Fiird  with  the  murmurs  of  Chaonian  doves^ 
Yield  not  to  Ida  where  the  gods  refide, 
Nyfa's  fam'd  top,  or  Pindus'  flow'ry  fide. 
Who  fhall  thy  praiies  fing  in  meeteil  verfct 
Thy  fituatiQn,  nymphs  and  gods  rehearfe ! 
'  See  here  the  poplar,  there  the  elder  white, 
The  p)ane-tree>  the  wild  aih's  towering  height» 
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The  princely  oak,  by  nought  but  th'ancler  niovM, 
The  fpraading  beech,  the  elm  by  BacChcA  loV'dl 
The  lofty  cyprefs  his  proud  head  difplayt, 
Mincrva*s  olive,  and  ApoKo's  bays. 
A  fount  divine  waters  the  earth  beneath. 
Producing  flow'rs  perfuming  2Jephyr*s  treaih ; 
With  fach,  fair  Proifef pine  before  her  rape. 
In  Enna's  &^d  had  fiU'd  hef  virgm  lapi 
Here  all  the  night  doth  Philomel  exprefs 
Her  kindred's  forrows  and  her  own  dillrefs. 
Mere  when'  the  night  groWs  old,  and  pale  to  fee 
The  ro(y  morn  ;— -behold  on  every  tree 
The  painted  chOr^fters  falnte  the  day. 
And  fill  the  ak  with  their  melodious  lay  I 
Within  this  fhade  the  dryads  take  their  fpOrt,    ' 
Hence  ye  prophane,  this  is  the  nymphs  refort ! 
•  Ye  fylvan  maids,  your  darling  care  protedl, 
Ourlcing's  fair  daughter !  her  chafte  fteps  dntfli 
Oft  to  this'  grOvtf  leading  the  virgin  train ,    - 
Which  nature  did'for  her  delight  ordain* 
Oh,  royal  maid!  the  care  of  Sicily, 
This  grove  ftill  with  thy  prefence  dignify ! 
The  ground  fhall  keep  thy  foot's  impreffioq  flill, 
And  ifouthern  gales  with  fwecteft' fragrance  fili. 
Thy  name  (hall  be  engrav'd  on  every  tree ; 
Nor  does  this' grove  alone  rejoice  ii\  thee. 
If  thou  fliouldft  waHc  on  Lybia's  parched  lands, 
Or  near  the  barren  north  on  frozen  lands. 
The  air  will  change,  new  flowers  the  fields  (halldrefs, 
And  thou  with  better  fate  each  climate  blefs. 
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Radirobanes  having,  attended  Afgenis 
to  her  apartment,  took  his  leave  becaufe 
the  evening  came  on,  and  went  to  Me- 
leander.  Then  faid  Argenis  to  Selcnifla^ 
*'  I  have  long  defired  to  fpeak  with  you 
alone,  I  cannot  believe  that  you  take  any 
pleafure  in  the  tedious  company  of  that 
troublefome  fuitor  •,  but  why  did  he  ftay 
fo  long  with  you  ?*'.  To  this  Selenilla  an- 
fwered  very  differently  from  what  Argenis 
expeSed.  "  That  Ihe  did  not  know  he 
was  a  man  of  fuch  pleafant  and  delightful 
converfation  -,  that  his  agreeable  difcdurfc 
had  power  to  make  her  forget  the  ap* 
preaching  night  •,  but  that  he  frequently 
complained  of  the  tortures  of  love  and  of 
her  cruelty.'" 

Argenis  being  of  a  quick  and  lively  wit, 
did  not  approve  thefe  commendations  of  a 
man  whom  fhe  greatly  difliked ;  but  in 
order  to  draw  her  on  to  tell  her  all,  fhe 
thus  proceeded :  "  But  what  does  he  in* 
tend  farther  ?  and  when  will  he  return  to 
his  own  country  ?*'  "  Give  up  that  ex-* 
peftation,  faid  the  old  woman  j  he  will 
iiot  depart  unlefs  he  is  compelled.     He  is 

Vol.  11.  M  defperateljr 
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ckfperately  in  love  with  you,  and  that  paf- 
fion  will  not  be  quenched  without  much 
blood     I  wifli  that  Poliarchus  were  here, 
and  you  under  the  proteftion  of  his  Iword ! 
But  yet,  I  fear  we  fliould  be  taxed  with 
ingratitude,  if  we  fhould  drive  away  by 
violent  means,  the  man  by  whofe  afliftance 
we  were  preferved.     Suppofe  you  fhould 
footh  his  paffion  by  fome  flight   hopes ; 
being  deceived  by  delay,  he  might  be  fent 
home  to  Sardinia,  with  the  expc6tation  of 
being  recalled,  when  things  are  ripened  for 
his  appearance.    I  fpeak  not  thus  for  his 
fake,   but  for  your  own  and  the  king's. 
It  would  doubtlefs  grieve  you,  that  Sicily, 
fo   lately   freed  from    civil   commotions, 
(hould  by  your  nuptial  torch  again  be  fet 
on  fire.*'     The  ftrength  of  her  own  pene- 
tration, quickened  by  the  induftry  of  love, 
made  Argenis  foon  perceive  that  Selenifla 
was    changed.     Yet  flie    concealed    her 
anger  for  the  prefent,  and  mildly  fignified 
her  difapprobation  of  Radirobanes's  paf- 
fion •,  becaufe  fhe  had   another  fcheme  in 
hand,  which  was  to  over- reach  that  cun- 
ning old  v/oman.     Therefore  paufingfor 

a  whiles 
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ai  while  ;  "  I  am  forry,  Selenifla,  (faid  Ihe) 
that  this  deferving  king  fliould  flatter 
himfelf  with  the  hope  of  what  he  can  never 
enjoy.  But  we  will  think  further  of  thefe 
things  hereafter.'* 

The  old  woman  was  pleafcd,  thinking 
that  fortune  began  to  favour  her  deceit : 
flic  therefore  left  the  princefs  alone,  who 
then  began  to  confider  and  to  grieve, 
that  the  partaker  of  all  her  fecrets  fhould 
deferve  to  be  fufpefted.  With  whom 
could  (he  now  fhare  the  cares  that  op- 
prefled  her  ?  To  whom  could  Ihe  impart 
her  joys  or  forrows  ?  Then  half  fmiling 
Ihe  obferved,  that  the  gods  were  never 
altogether  'favourable  or  fevere  to  her ; 
but  there  was  commonly  a  mixture  of 
both  in  their  difpenfations.  That  day 
had  been  fortunate  enough  to  her,  and 
fhe  would  bear  with  patience  what  fol- 
■  lowed  it.  And  even  now  fhe  had  reafon 
to  be  thankful  to  the  gods,  that  fhe  had 
not  revealed  to  SelenilTa  what  had  lately 
happened,  nor  what  fhe  intended  to  do. 

Now  the  fecret  fhe  concealed  was  this  : 

while  fhe  vas  walking  in  the  grove,  Ar- 

M  2  £ida« 
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fidas  came  to  her,  and  informed  her  that 
Poliarchus  was  in  the  city,  ci6fely  con- 
cealed in  Nicopompus*s  houfe,  and  it  was 
rcfolved  among  them,  that  in  the  night 
he  fhould  be  brought  by  the  poftern  gate 
into  the  palace.  The  lady  therefore  haft- 
ened  to  Seleniflfa,  to  difclofe  the  joy  (he 
was  fcarcely  able  to  contain  ;  but  as  fhc 
was  beginning  to  fpeak,  fhe  found  caUfe 
to  fufpcft,  that  her  confidante  was 
gained  by  Radirobanes,  and  therefore 
flie  faid  nothing  of  the  ar^^val  of  Poli- 
archus, whom  the  warmth  of  youthful 
affeftibn  had  excited  once  more  to  a 
fecret  and  dangerous  vifitation.  For  when 
Gelanorus  returned  ro  Africa,  and  found 
not  Poliarchus  at  Clupea,  as  he  had  ap- 
pointed, he  went  forward  to  Hyanifbe's 
court,  where  he  found  his  lord  fick  of  a 
feven  He  there  delivered  to  him  the 
letters  of  Argenis,  and  -  acquainted  him, 
with  the  mifeiable  ftate  of  Sicily,  and  in 
what  danger  the  lady  was  from  Lycogenes, 
who  was  almoft  aflured  of  vidory.  He 
omitted  nothing,  but  what  Argenis  had 
forbidden  him  to  fpeak  of,  the  alteration 

of 
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of  the  king's  regards  towards  him  ;  but 
of  Archombrotus  he  fpoki  freely,  that 
he  behaved  with  arrogance,  and  feemed 
to  defpife  or  at  leafl  to  forget  his  friendfliip 
for  Poliarchus.  Nothing  is  fo  (harp-fighted 
as  jealous  love:  Poliarchus  inftantly  fuf- 
pefted,  that  Archombrotus  was  fmitten 
with  the  beauty  of  Argenis,  and  from  a 
friend  was  become  a  rival.  ''  What  (faid 
he)  can  prevent  his  knowing  that  I  am 
her  lover  ?  We  do  nothing,  Gelanorus, 
to  any  purpofe,  unlefs  we  prefently  pafs 
over  into  Sicily.  Shall  I  fit  idle,  and  fufFer 
another  man's  valour  to  preferve  my  Ar- 
genis ?  Shall  (he  be  indebted  jfor  her 
deliverance  to  any  other  but  myfelf-r'* 
Gelanorus  heard  his  lord's  refolution  with 
grief  of  heart  ;  for  he  feared  the  refent- 
ment  of  Meleander,  and  Argenis  had 
taken  away  his  liberty  of  advifing  upon 
that  fubjeft.  He  therefore  refolved  to  be 
faithful  to  both,  and  fpeaking  nothing  of 
the  alteration  of  Meleander,  he  advifed 
his  lord,  that  it  was  dangerous  for  him 
to  offer  himfelf  to  the  injuries  of  fortune 
among  his  enemies,  in  the  midft  of  the 
M  3  licen- 
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Hcentioufncfs  of  a  civil  war  ;  that  the  bed 
way  was  to  fail  firft  into  his  owjpi  country, 
and "  raifing  forces  there,  to  return  to 
Sicily  like  himfelf,  and  bring  affiftance 
in  his  own  perfon.  "  I  will  do  lb  (anfwered 
Poliarchus)  but  you  know  that  in  my  way 
homeward  I  muft  pafs  by  Sicily  :  (hall 
I  go  paft  that  land  and  not  ftop  to  falute 
Argcnis  ?  She  would  fay  I  repented  of 
the  dangers  I  had  run  through  for  her 
fake,  if  I  (hould  refufe  to  encounter  new 
ones  for  the  pleafure  of  feeing  her.  When 
I  am  on  fhore  in  Sicily,  I  will  eafily  find 
out  fome  device  to  fee  her  without  my 
enemies  knowledge  or  fufpicion/* 

^'  Then  (faid  Gelanorus)  I  fhall  never 
live  to  fee  you  again,  unlefs  you  will  grant 
me  one  requeft :  promife  me  that,  when 
you  arrive  in  Sicily,  you  will  truft  your 
fafety  to  none  but  Arfidas,  till  after  you 
have  feen  Argenis  j  then  I  leave  it  to 
you  both  to  take  your  refolution.  Poli- 
archus, attentive  to  the  advice  of  his 
faithful  fervant,  promifed  to  follow  his 
counfel ;  but  his  body  did  not  fecond  the 
vigour  of  his  mind  :     he   was  violently 

^  ^  fhakeij 
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fhaken  with  a  quartan  agiie,    which  the 
agitation  and  care  of  his  new  undertaking 
fo    much    increafcd,     that   the  following 
night,   though  his  cold   fit  was  lefs,  his 
fever  was   longer  and  more  violent  than 
ever.     But  Poliarchus,  impatient  of  phy- 
fic  and  phyficians,    which   direfted    him 
to  mafter  his  diforder  by  weakening   his 
body ;   calling  to  mind  that  he  had  heard 
examples  of  thofe,  who  had  driven  away 
agues   by   drinking  a  large   quantity    of 
%ine,  derermined  to   try  the  experiment. 
**  No  wonder  (faid  he)  if  the  ague  fliould 
leave  me  when  I  am  fpent   and   dying, 
but  I  will  rather  wreftle  with  it  while  I 
have  ilrength.     Suppofe    it  is    doLibt-ful 
whether  this  method  will  kill  or  ci;:  t  '"^'^  ? 
I  am  fatisfied  if  it  prefently  without  .1.-; 
.decide  my  fate  :  for  fuch  is  my  prelc^ir 
fituation,  that  it  is  worfe  to  be  fick  than 
to  die."     Not  all  the  prayers  and  tears  of 
Gelanorus    could  divert    him  from   this 
experiment  ;    not  the   being   adjured  by 
the    remembrance    of    his     friends,    his 
mother,  his  country,  or  even  in  the  name 
of  his  beloved    Argenis,  could    alter  his 
M  4  refolution. 


248      THE    PHCENIX, 

jrefolution.  Queen  Hyanifbe  herfelf  in- 
treated  in  vain.  The  next  time  the  fit 
returned,  he  drank  a  large  draught  of  old 
wioe,  which  difpierfed  the  heat  through- 
out his  temperate  veins,  unufed  to  that 
kind  of  liquor.  The  phyficians  refufed  to 
ftay  with  a  man,  who,  as  they  faid,  pro- 
cured his  own  death  ;  but  he  anfwered 
them  fmiling,  that,  if  they  left  him,  Bac- 
chus would  be  his  phyfician.  He  con- 
tinued drinking  wine  fo  long  as  the  cold  ^t 
laded,  till  his  blood  being  thoroughly 
heated,  produced  a  different  kind  of 
warmth,  and  at  length  occafioned  a  pro- 
fufe  fweating  i  'after  which  he  was  care- 
fully rubbed  and  dried^  and  he  foon 
found  himfelf  better  and  ftronger.  A 
fecond  time  he  difppfed  himielf  to  wreftle 
with  his  diftempcr  in  the  fame  manner, 
when,  ftrange  to  be  told !  his  youth, 
courage,  and  good  fortune  (which  are 
what  generally  give  reputation  to  phyfi- 
cians) drove  away  his  tedious  malady, 
and  reftored  him  to  health. 
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CHAR    XII. 

The  arrival  of  Poliarchus  in  Sicily.  Hf 
hears  tidings  which  ajfe£l  him  greatly. 
Sends  Gelanorus  to  Eiper£le^  who  fees 
ArfidaSy  and  returns  with  him  to  Poli- 
archus. 

HYANISBE,  who  thought  his 
raflinefs  a  jufl  caufe  of  grief,  now 
rejoiced  equally  at  his  recovery  j  but  her 
joy  was  pot  of  long  duration  ;  for  flie 
could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  his  depar- 
ture, cfpecially  as  it  was  eafy  to  fee  in  his 
face  the  marks  of 'his  fcarcely-recovered 
ficknefs ;  for  he  fpent  but  a  few  days  to^ 
regain  his  ftrength,  when  he  earneftly 
entreated  her  permiflion  to  depart.  The 
queen,  who  loved  him  as  a  fon,  accom- 
panied him  to  the  gate,  with  many  tears 
and  good  wifhes,  only  intreating  of  him, 
th^t  if  any  chance  fhould  bring  him  again 
near  her  country,  he  would  not  fail  to  vifit 
her.  He  went  immediately  on  board  a 
Jhip  hire4  by  Gelanorus^  aod  as  foon  as 
M  5  they 
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they  were  embarked,  he  urged  the  failors 
to  make  all  poffible  hafte,  promifing,  that 
if  in  a  certain  time  they  would  fliow  him 
the  land  of  Sicily,  their  pay  fliould  be 
doubled.  The  hope  of  gain  quickened 
their  diligence,  and  upon  their  (hewing 
him  the  ifland^  Poliarchus  willingly  ac- 
knowledged the  debt.  But  then  he  began 
to  tremble  at  the  contemplation  of  things 
of  a  very  different  nature.  What  joys, 
what  farrows,  did  that  land  afford !  It 
was  his  fate,  his  ruin  or  felicity,  depended 
upon  it !  What,  if  the  fame  ftorms  fhould 
again   arife,    and  threaten  to  overwhelm 

'  him  \  But  when  his  thoughts  prefented 
Argenis  to  him,  all  thofe  perils,  arnd  all 
images  of  misfortunes,  were  again  utterly 
^effaced  and  forgotten. 

'  TJiere  was  a  little  harbour  of  no  ac- 
count, about  twelve  miles  from  Eipercfte : 
there  he  landed,  and  determined  to  keep 
clofe  in  2k  mean  inn,  as  if  he  were  fea- 
fick^  till  he  had  fent  to  Arfidas.  He 
afked  many  queftions  of  the  hoft,  and 
among  them,  where  the  king  now  refided^ 
^  He  is  not  yet  removed  from  Eiperfte^. 

(faid 


THE    PHCENIX.      151 

(faid  the  hoft)  fince  the  defeat  of  Lyco- 
genes.  In  that  place  he  receives  the 
meflengers  from  the  cities,  which  con- 
tend who  fhall  firft  fend  their  fubmiflions/* 
"  Is  then  Lycogenes  overthrown  ?**  faid 
Poliarchus.  "  Utterly,  (faid  the  hoft.) 
He  fuffered  a  moft  deferved  death,  and 
his  head  was  ftuck  upon  the  top  of  the 
caftle  fome  time  for  a  fpeftacle.  But  now 
they  fay  the  king  will  foon  remove  to 
Syracufa,  that  he  may  fliew  the  king  of 
Sardinia  the  place  of  chief  note  in  Sicily/* 
Poliarchus  enquired,  how  the  king  of 
Sardinia  came  into  Sicily.  "  What,  (faid . 
the  man)  do  you  not  know  that  he 
brought  an  army  to  the  affiftance  of  our 
king  Meleander,  and  that  it  is  by  his 
valour  that  peace  is  reftored  to  Sicily  ?** 
Poliarchus  held  his  peace  ;  but  he  forefaw 
that  this  change  in  the  affairs  of  Sicily 
foreboded  many  troubles  to  him.  He 
came  now  the  danger  was  paft  ;  flrangers 
had  affifted  Meleander  to  vanquifh  Lyco- 
genes, and  Argenis  was  indebted  to  the 
king  of  Sardinia  for  her  prefcrvation  and 
iafety. 

M  6  Therefore, 
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Therefore,  leaving  the  hoft,  be  took 
Gelanorus  afide.  "  O  Gclanorus  !  (faid 
he)  find  fbme  means  to  let  me  know  \vhat 
part  of  the  world  I  am  in  ;  that  is,  let  pie 
know  what  efFed  thefe  changes  of  the  ftate 
have  upon  my  welfare.  You  muft  dif- 
cover  what  is  doing  at  court."  He  had 
ftill  with  him  the  fuks  of  falfe  hair  that 
Timoclea  gave  him.  He  gave  one  of 
them  to  Gelanorus,  with  a  pealant's  habits 
and  commanded  him  in  the  evening  to  go 
and  find  out  Arfidas,  and  let  him  know;> 
that  he  waited  for  him  by  the  fea-fide^ 
tired  with  the  various  changes  of  fortune, 
and  prepared  to  bear  his  deftiny,  whether 
it  were  good  or  eviL 

While  Gclanorus  was  on  his  way,  feve- 
Val  travellers,  who  were  alfo  going  to 
Eiperfte,  overtook  him ;  and  though  he 
were  artfully  difguifed,  he  would  gladly 
have  avoided  them  •,  but  coming  to  a  nar^ 
row  way,  he  could  not  pafs  by  them^  wha 
firft  faluted  him.  Therefore,  with  th^ 
confidence  of  a  ftranger  and  a  traveller, 
he  boldly  enquired  of  them  concerning 
the  event  of  the  late  war,  and  the  manner 

of 
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of  the  vidory.  They  related  the  fuccefe 
with  a  kind  of  vain-glory,  as  we  ufe  to 
magnify  our  ftate  in  a  tinie  of  prolperity 
among  iirangers;  but  two  heroes  efper- 
cially  they  extolled  to  the  (kks.  They 
faid,  Archombrotus,  with  Lycogenes's 
head,  had  cut  off  the  impofthume  that 
infeded  all  Sicily  -,  and  Radirobanes^ 
by  his  afliftance  and  valour,  obtained  the 
vidory,  and  he  was  to  have  Argenis  for 
his  reward :  for  fo  the  report  run,  and 
what  they  heard  and  believed  they  told 
Gelanorus,  who  as  foon  as  poflible  parted 
from  them,  and  with  many  bitter  fighs; 
debated  with  himfelf,  whether  the  news 
Ihould  be  reported  to  his  lord.  On  the 
one  hand  he  feared^  left  the  very  relation 
fhould  deftroy  him;  and  on  the  other,, 
he  hoped  that  the  mifchief  was  not  yet 
inevitably,  but  being  timely  difcovered, 
might  by  his  genius  and  good  fortune  be 
prevented^  But  firft  of  all  things  he  mufl: 
fee  and  fpeak  with  Arfidas  ;  and  now  he. 
was  come  within  fight  of  Eiperdte,  .when 
he  faw  a  youth  carrying  nets,  and  leading 
a  couple  of  greyhounds^  which  he  knew 
i  to 
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to  be  a  fcrvant  of  Arfidas.  "  Would  to 
heaven,  (faid  he)  that  I  might  meet  with 
Arfidas  himfelf !  yet  he  will  not  come 
alone,  and  I  cannot  fpeak  to  him  before 
his  company,"  He  therefore  prepared 
himfelf  to  make  ufe  of  whatever  oppor- 
tunity fortune  Ihould  prefent.  But,  be- 
hold !  while  he  was  framing  a  contrivance, 
feveral  other  fervants  came  with  nets  and 
hounds,  and  not  far  behind  them  Arfidas, 
with  fome  of  the  Sardinian  noblemen. 

Gclanorus  obferved  their  faces,  and  find- 
ing them  all  ftrangers  to  him,  he  went 
boldly  forward  to  Arfidas :  "  You  arc 
happily  met,  Sir,  (faid  he.)  I  come  from 
Rhegium,  and  bring  you  falutations,  and 
a  meffage  frotfi  your  father-in-law."  When 
Arfidas  {looped,  he  put  his  mouth  dole 
to  his  ear,  "  I  am  Gelanorus,  (faid  he)  ; 
but  feem  not  to  know  me  till  we  are  alone.** 

Arfidas,  amazed  at  this  unexpefted 
encounter,  defired  the  Sardinians  to  -go  on 
foftly  before,  for  that  he  was  flopped  a 
little  by  urgent  bufincfs.  Under  this 
pretence,  he  fpoke  privately  but  briefly 
with  Gelanorus.     Their  converfation  was 

no 
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no  more  than  ferved  to  inform  him  where 
Poliarchus  was ;  and  he  promifed  Gela- 
norus,  that  as  foon  as  they  were  engaged 
in  the  fport,  he  would  lofe  them  all,  and 
go  direftly  to  Poliarchus.  But  now  de- 
parting, he  followed  the  Sardinians,  to 
whom,  by  Meleander's  command,  he 
fhewed  the  fport  of  hunting,  while  Gek- 
norus  walked  on,  as  if  he  were  going  to 
Eiperfte  5  but  as  foon  as  Arfidas  and  his 
company  were  out  of  fight,  he  turned 
afide  into  another  road,  which  he  before 
was  acquainted  with,  and  returned  to  the 
inn.  Poliarchus,  impatient  of  delay,  called 
out  while  he  was  entering  the  room,  "What 
news,  Gelanorus  ?  *'  ''  Arfidas  is  comings 
(faid  he-,)  I  met  him  going  to  huntings 
and  by  the  time  of  day  I  guefs  he  will  foon 
be  here/'  Gelanorus  faid  no  more ;  for 
he  rather  chofe  that  Arfidas  Ihould  relate 
the  bad  tidings  than  himfelf ;  but  his  coun- 
tenance befpoke  a  troubled  mind,  and  he 
could  not  refrain  from  frequent  fighs. 
Poliarchus  often  urging,  and  at  length 
beginning  to  threaten  him,  he  related  what 
he    had    heard    by   the  way,    and  that 

Argenis 
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Argenis  was  promifed  to  Radirobanes. 
It  was  not  grief,  nor  indignation,  nor 
liorror,  that  poflefled  Poliarchus  at  hear- 
ing this  news ;  his  emotion  wa^  more 
violent  than  any  of  thofe  paffions,  to  which 
we  have  given  a  name.  And  now  no  longer 
forrowful,  as  one  on  whom  fortune  had 
no  longer  any  power,  he  refolved  to  die; 
but  he  alfo  refolved  that  his  rival  fhould 
perifh  with  him. 

When  Arfidas  entered  the  inn,  he  made 
the  innkeeper  believe  he  had  loft  his  way 
in  purfuit  of  his  game  -,  but  after  he  went 
into  a  private  room,  and  faw  Poliarchu? 
with  his  eyes  fixed,  and  his  body  morion-* 
lefs,  "  Alas,  (laid  he)  noble  youth,  why 
do  I  fee  you  thus  ?  What  can  occaGon 
you  fo  much  grief,  while  Argenis  is  in 
.  health  and  fafety  ?**  But  Poliarchus  ap'- 
fwered,  "  I  am  well,  Arfid^s  !  I  ^un  very 
well?  And  be  affured,  dwt  your  Radiro* 
tancsand  his  bride  ihall  fijid  that  I  live/* 
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CHAP.     XIII. 

Arfidas  comforts  PoUarchus.      He  goes  to 
.  EiperUe^   and  lodges  with   Nicopompus. 
Arfidas    gives  notice   of  his  arrival  to 
Argenis. 

WHEN  Arfidas  found  that  PoUar- 
chus had  been  deceived  by  report, 
he  informed  him  of  the  true  ftate  of  ^- 
fairs  i  th^t  the  intentions  of  Meleander 
and  Argenis  were  far  different  from  the 
wiflies  and  hopes  of  Radirobanes^  Qr 
the  reports  of  the^  people ;  fo  that  by 
degrees  Poliarchus  was  convinced  of  his 
miftake,  and  liftened  quietly  to  the  re- 
lation of  Arfidas,  who  advifed  him  to 
throw-  off  his  difguife,  and  prefent  him- 
felf  to  the  king.  He  told  him,  that  his 
enemies  were  deftroyed,  Timonides  had 
bepn  fent  ambaffador  to  him  ;  he  reminded 
him  of  the  good  will  of  Meleander,  the 
conftancy  of  Argenis,  and  the  affecliqn 
of  his.  tried  and  faithful  friends  \  and  fafe 
in  fuch  a  guard,  what  had  he  to  fear  ?  Why 

rather 
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rather  Ihould  he  truft  to  a  difguife,  than 
to  his  own  virtue  and  valour  ?  But  Ge- 
lanorus  oppofed  this  advice,  reminding 
his  lord  of  his  promife  given  in  Africa, 
that  he  would  not  reveal  himfelf  to  any 
till  he  had  fpoken  with  Arfidas  and  Arge- 
nis  ;  and  Poliarchus  declared,  that  he 
qould  not  yet  fliew  himfelf  in  public  with 
fafery  to  his  honour  ;  that  he  would  firft 
fail  into  his  own  country,  from  whence  he 
would  foon  return  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
challenge  the  friendfliip  of  Meleander ; 
that  in  the  mean  time,  he  defired  to  Ipeak 
with  Argenis  only,  and  hoped  by  the 
means  of  Arfidas  to  be  admitted  to  a  con- 
ference with  her. 

*^  But  at  leaft  (faid  Arfidas)  you  (hall 
fuffer  Nicopompus  to  know  that  you  arc 
here.  I  cannot  fufficjently  praife  the 
fidelity  and  love  of  that  worthy  man;  he 
is  continually  extolling  you  himfelf,  and 
rejoices  to  hear  you  praifed.  I  am  now 
a  vificor  at  his  houfe,  and  you  cannot  be  any 
where  more  happily  or  fafely  concealed.'* 
Poliarchus  confented  to  this,  and  Gclano- 
rus  agreed  to  it.     When  they  had  taken 

a  httle 
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a  little  reft,  about  midnight  they  fet 
forward  on  their  journey,  and  early  in  the 
morning  came  to  Eiperdte,  where  they 
were  welcomed  with  tears  of  joy  by  Nico- 
pompus.  As  foon  as  the  day  was  advanced, 
Arfidas  went  to  vifit  Argenis,  but  (he 
was  bufied  firft  in  conference  with  her 
father,  and  then  with  Cleobulus  5  fo  that 
he  could  not  fpeak  with  her,  till  fceking 
to  avoid  Radirobanes,  fhe  went  to  walk 
in  the  grove,  as  has  been  related.  But 
when  Argenis  heard  from  Arfidas,  that 
Poliarchus  was  come,  forgetting  all  her 
fufferings,  and  the  danger  they  both  ran, 
fhe  rejoiced  more  than  fo  fliort  and  un- 
certain a  felicity  was  worth  :  but  notwith- 
ftanding  her  impatience,  (he  was  obliged  to 
wait  till  evening,  that  he  might  be  brought 
to  the  palace  without  danger.  "  I  will  be  in 
my  gallery  that  leads  to  the  garden,  (faid 
Argenis)  and  only  Selenifla  will  be  with  me, 
who  will  open  the  gate  for  you  and  Poli- 
archus. Go,  my  Arfidas,  and  fail  not  to 
be  there  at  the  time  !'*  Full  of  joy,  the 
princefs  then  went  to  Selenifla,  to  (hare 
the  fecret  and.  the  happinefs  with  her  •,  but 

concluding. 


a6o      THE    P  H  CE  N  I  X. 

concluding,  by  her  commendations  of 
Radirobanes,  that  her  faith  was  (haken,  if 
not  corrupted,  flic  therefore  in  turn  de- 
ceived her  with  fome  hopes  of  fucceeding 
with  her,  and  having  ftaaken  her  off,  flie 
leaned  upon  the  window  that  opened  into 
the  garden,  and  refledted  upon  what  had 
lately  paffed.  Two  things  employed  her 
mind  chiefly,  the  coming  of  Poliarchus, 
and  the  falfhood  of  Selenifla,  It  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  refolve,  left  the  latter  fliould 
difcover  her  lover  coming  to  his  appoint- 
ment. She  therefore  thought  it  beft  to 
fend  a  fervant  to  Arfidas,  telling  him, 
that  flue  was  not  at  leifure  that  evening  to 
fee  the  piftures  he  was  to  bring  her  ;  that 
Arfidas  ftiould  come  to  her  early  in  the 
morning,  but  not  bring  the  painter  with 
him.  Arfidas  eafily  iinderftood,  that  ftie 
was  hindered  from  fpeaking  to  Poliarchus, 
and  that  not .  daring  to  fpeak  freely,  fee 
had  contrived  the  ftory  of  the  piftures. 
He  therefore  went  to  comfort  Poliarchus, 
who  was  extremely  vexed  at  this  delay, 
and  he  took  Nicopompus  to  fecond  him. 
They  ftrove  to  divert  him  by  various  and 

chearful 
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chearful  difcourfes;   fometimes  they  made 
him   liften    to  his    own   praifes,     fome- 
times to  thofe  of  Argenis  -,  and  fometimes 
they  jefted  upon  the  pride  and  vairi-glory 
of  Radirobanies.     But  while  they   were 
employed  in  this  office,  they  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  coming  of  fome  friends:  for  : 
Dunalbius  had  appointed  to  flip  therewith 
Antenor,  and  Hieroleander.     While  they  ' 
were  coming  in,   Nicopornpus  lamented 
that  he  muft  be  torn  from  fuch  a  gueft,  and 
that  Arfidas  would  be  expeiSted  at  fupper. 
Poliarchus  defired  them  to  go  chearfully 
and  fup.  heartily,   left  Dunalbius  fhould 
fufpedt  there  was  fome  fecret  caufe  that 
•  hindered  their  mirth.     Nicopompus  then 
conveyed  Poliarchus  into  a  chamber  next 
to  the  apartment  they  fupped  in,  that  he 
might  hear  their  converfation*     They  talk-  ^ 
ed  only  of    common    things,    while    the 
fervants  were  prefent  j  but  after  they  were 
withdrawn,     Nicopompus,    on    pnrpofe, 
introduced  a  converfation,    in  which  he 
rnentioned  Poliarchus,  that,  being  conceal- 
ed, he  might  judge  of  his  own  reputation 
in  Sicily,  by  the  manner, in  which  they' 

ipoke 
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fpoke  of  him,  while  he  was  fuppofed  to 
be  abfent.  Dunalbius  warmly  commended 
fo  noble  a  gentleman :  Antenor  and  Hiero- 
Icandcr  took  their  turns  ;  they  fpoke  of 
his  valour  and  courtefy,  of  his  gentle  and 
fociable  difpofition,  and  that  in  a  lively 
and  youthful  mind  he  had  all  the  ripenefs 
of  wit  and  judgement  that  are  admired  in 
old  age.  But  becaufe  Arfidas  perceived 
the  emulation  of  Poliarchus  againft  Radi- 
robanes,  he  turned  the  converfation  to  the 
courfe  of  the  civil  war  againft  Lycogenes, 
in  the  beginning  of  which  the  courage  and 
conduiSt  of  Poliarchus  had  been  very  bene- 
ficial to  the  king.  From  thence  he  came 
by  degrees  to  difcourfe  of  the  Sardinians, 
and  their  king  Radirobanes,  and  began  to 
laugh  at  his  boafting  and  follies.  They 
fpoke  of  his  haughty  carriage  towards  his 
own  people,  and  obferved,  that  many 
things  flipt  from  him,^  that  Ihewed  his 
mind  to  be  full  of  vanity,  and  his  virtues 
only  counterfeit. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

Obfervations' of  Dunalbius  on  the  flattery  of 
poets^  by  which  they  corrupt  the  hearts  of 
princes.  Argenis  and  Seleniffa  dijfemble 
their  purpofes  with  each  other. 

WHILE  Dunalbius,  Antenor  and 
Hieroleander,  teftifyed  their  dif- 
like  of  Radirobanes,  giving  inftances  of 
his  pride  and  arrogance,  and  difdaining 
that  Sicily  fhould  owe  any  thanks  to  fo 
unworthy  an  auxiliary,  Hieroleander 
fmiling  faid,  "  But  what  if  you  h^d  feen 
him  this  morning  ?  Being  fwelled  with 
impious  flattery,  he  commended  among 
his  own  people  certain  verfes  written  of 
himfelf,  which  the  poet  could  never  have 
made  if  he  had  not  been  out  of  his  wits, 
or  elfe  knew  him  to  be  mad,  to  whom 
they  were  addrefled.  I  copied  the  con- 
clufionof  the  poem,  and  by  that  you  may 
guefs  at  the  reft. 

If  thou  thy  dreadful  chariot  drive  to  war. 
Mars  boafls  no  longer  of  his  fieeds  or  carr. 

If 
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If  thy  fwift  fteed  thou  proudly  mount  upon» 
Cyllarus  hates  his  couHellation. 
If  with  thy  bended  bow  thou  take  the  field> 
Phoebus  and  Hercules  are  forc'd  to  yield. 
So  Cupid  wou'd ;  but  he  can  well  forefee. 
Spite  of  thy  (kill,  his  fhafts  fliall  conquer  thee. 
*  Hermes  doth  to  thy  eloquence  fubmit ; 
Bacchus  in  beauty  yield8>  Pallas  in  wit. 
But  fince  thy  fceptre  and  thy  conqu'ring  fleet 
Command  the  fea^  and  make  both  fhores  to  meet^ 
I^eptune  fubmits  his  trident  to  thy  reign. 
Oh  might  we  fee  the  golden  age  again  ! 
Wou'd  Jove  to  thee  refign  his  thund'ring  throne. 
And  in  all  temples  thou  reign  god  alone ! 

All  laughed  at  the  facrilegious  flattery 
of  the  j)oet,  who  only  fought  a  reward 
forbimfelfby  thefe  wicked  '  verfes.  But 
Nicopompus  being  himfelf  a  poet,  fome- 
whiit  cxu^matcdbis  offence,  laying,  that 
'«^thelib."ri:y  of  poetry  isfuch,  that  in  order 
to  pleafe  the  ear,  we  fometimes  wander 
beyond  die  limits  of  truth :  and  this  we  do 
the  more  freely,  becaufc  as  we  are  allowed 
to  deal  in  fidlion,  it  is  rather  a  caufe  of 
innocent  mirth  than  of ferious  reproof: 
but  there  are  others  who  equal  poets,  in 
their  Kigheft  flatteries  to  princes  and  great 

;  /.  mem 
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men.  Is  Radirobanes  the  only  man,  whd 
is  thus  abufed,  or  do  we  not  know  another, 
who  has  been  the  fame  way  deceived  ?  In 
a  word,  all  great  men  are  born  to  this  fate, 
and  muft  leave  fome  of  their  feathers  on 
this  treacherous,  birdlime."  Dunalbius, 
moved  with  the  love  of  the  public  good, 
fpoke  againft  this  fallacy.  "  ThOs  it  is^ 
{faid  he)  that  you  unprovident  fubjefts 
make  yourfelves  friends  of  the  king's  vices, 
not  perceiving  that  you  thereby  render 
both  them  and  yourfelves  miferable.  You 
render  princes  fhamelefs,  thinking  they 
can  do  nothing  wrong,  after  being  ac- 
cuftomed  to  be  praifed  for  every  thing. 
Princes  are  indeed  worthy  of  pity ;  unlefs 
they  have  virtue  enough  to  refcue  them- 
felves  from  thefc  birds  of  prey,  and  apply  ^ 
themfelves  to  the  praftice  notof  fuch  things 
"as  others  praife  in  them,  but  of  fuc{i  as 
they  commend  and  admire  in  others. 
Their  dignity  fo  blinds  them,  that  they  . 
cannot  fee  what  no  man  befides  themfelvea 
can  be  ignorant  of,  what  manners,  what 
pleafures,  what  ftudies,  will  purchafe  the 
fame,  the  approbation,  or  the  hatred  of 
Vol;  IL  N  \         mankind* 
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mankind.  What  fhamc,  what  wickednefs, 
is  it  then,  to  feek  out  the  fecret  inclina- 
tions of  kings,  in  order  to  make  our  own 
advantages  o^  their  weaknefi^  ?  To 
commend  whatever  they  are  inclined  to^ 
to  eafe  them  of  all  reflralnt  of  modefty,  and 
fmooth  the  way  to  all  thofe  vices,  which 
ihame  would  otherwife  have  forbidden  them 
to  try  !  Why  then  Ihould  we  wonder,  that 
princes,  being  driven  by  rhc  vioiietic 
flx)rm  of  flattery,  fliould  follow  the  bem 
of  then:  own  inclinations,  no  man  endea*^ 
vourir^  to  refifl  the  violent  motion  that 
impels  them  forvrard  ?  The  wifer  men, 
whom  they  ciTiploy,  either  fear  to  advife 
in  vain,  <x  to  adminifter  unwelcome 
phytic^  or  elfe  they  mal^  a  diftindkm 
between  thofe  vices,  thvx  only  hurt  the 
king,  and  tho&  that  injure  the  ftate.  So 
that,  if  they  can  lelieve  the  public,  th^ 
^  not  offer  to  open  the  prince's  eyes^ 
thlat  lie  might  fee  his  own  misfortune,  and 
be  delrvercdfromthefnaresofhis  fliatterei^. 
Do  ^e  not  even  pollute  the  name  of  virtues 
by  beftowing  diem  upon  vuxb  ^nd  follies  i 
|Lnd  if  the  pcmce  ^  amy  ihitig  wifelf^ 

ifcey 
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diey  beilow  fuch  immoderate  applaufe,  that 
(believe  me,  my  friends  !)  I  have  ofiexi 
bluffaed  with  fhame  for  dhofc  who  wanted 
k.  Yetlfa:^,  chat  they  were  not  afhamedf 
nor  the  prince  difpkafed.  Whsu:  diflfcrence 
is  there  between  this  play,  and  one  rcpre«* 
fented  on  the  ftage  ?  When  in  both  you 
pr^fe  to  their  faces,  thoie  whom  when 
their  backs  are  turned  you  laugh  at  and 
deride.  But  to  come  nearer  to  ourfelves  % 
xt  is  not  kings  alone  that  are  the  objects  oi 
thefe  deceits  :  we  are  all  more  or  left ' 
fubjeft  to  theie  maladies ;  we  are  kings  td 
chofe,  who  expedt  favours  from  us,  and 
they  are  kings  to  us  in  whofe  hands  our 
defires  are  placed.  We  attempt  them  by 
flatteries,  we  footh  tiiem  by  vanities,  vm 
attack  them  by  the  fame  weapons  that 
kings  fall  by;  the  contagion  is  general^ 
and  we  cannot  too  much  guard  againfl:  its 
influence.  But,  as  forRadirobanes,  whole 
vanity  and  conceit  gave  the  firii:  hint  to  tbeie 
complaints  of  mine,  he  deferves  not  that 
we  fhould  excufe  or  extenuate  any  of  hit 
fauU$;  ond^  oli  wretched  ^ily,  ,if 
N  ^  to 


i68      THE    PHCENIX, 

to  his  bed  you  ever  condemn  your  An 
genis  !" 

Poliarchus  was  fo  delighted  with  this 
ipeech,  that  he  could  hardly  contain  him- 
felf  J  he  would  fain  have  embraced  Dunal- 
bius,  for  his  boding  of  Radirobanes;  and 
he  refolved  to  ftiew  him  feme  tokens  of  his 
favour,  that  he  might  draw  from  him 
more  precepts  of  the  fame  kind  5  then  he 
determined  to  recommend  them  all  to  Ar- 
genis,  and  to  rely  upon  their  fidelity  in  thofe 
affairs  they  had  in  hand^  The  guefts  being 
departed,  Arfidas  and  Nicopompus  re- 
turned to  him,  and  having  brought  him  to 
his  chamber,  they  ftayed  with  him  there, 
till  he,  careful  of  his  friends  reft,  and 
willing  to  be  left  to  his  own  meditations, 
feigned  himfelf  drowfy,  and  they  took  their 
leave. 

Argenis  and  Selenifla  fpent  that  night 
in  mutual  contrivances  to  deceive  each 
other,  thinking  by  what  means,  when  the 
day  came,  each  fhould  get  out  of  the 
other's  fight ;  for  Selenifla  wanted  to  meet 
Radirobanes  without  the  knowledge  of 
Argenis,  and  Argenis  wanted  to  fend 
^  Selenifla 
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SelenifTa  away,  that  fhe  might  not  know 
of  the  coming  of  Poliarchus.  SelenifTa, 
thinking  fhe  could  never  offend  more 
covertly,  than  under  the  fhadow  of  liberty, 
began  of  her  own  accord  to  fpeak  of  Radi- 
robancs.  She  faid,  he  had  earneflly  en- 
treated her  to  meet  him  the  next  day  in 
the  fame  walk  of  trees  ^  that  he  had  fome^ 
thing  to  communicate  to  her  of  great 
importance,  and  afterwards  to  be  brought 
to  the  fpeech  of  Argenis.  But  Argcnis 
prevented  her,  faying,  "Go,  mother, 
wherever  y^u  think  necefiary,  and  leave 
me  to  meditate  upon  what  anfwer  I  fhall 
make  him  the  next  time  he  renews  his  fuit 
to  me.  SelenifTa  replied,  that  fhe  could 
do  nothing  better,  fmiling  in  her  own 
wicked  heart,  that  Argenis  flxould  appoint 
the  time  and  place  to  betray  herfelf ;  but 
fhe  was  ignorant,  that  fhe  was  likewife 
herfelf  deceived,  and  not  fent  fo  much 
to  Radirobanes,  as  out  of  the  way  of  Po- 
liarchus.  It  was  early  in  the  morning,, 
and  the  mofl  pleafant  time  for  walking. 
And  now  Radirobanes  waited  in  the  gar- 
den, hardly  more  full  of  cares  for  Argenis 
N  3  than 
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than  for  Theocrine;  nor  was  the  old 
woman  more  negligent,  havii^  rifen 
earlier  than  ufual.  ^*  I  am  gokig  (faid 
Ihe)  to  the  king  of  Sardinia :  if  his  love 
be  as  great  as  he  defcribcs  it,  I  think  he 
has  not  taken  much  reft  :  he  has,  I  fancy, 
been  walking  a  great  while  ^  but  at  our 
time  of  life,  we  fuffer  the  puniflimcnt  of 
thofe  pains,  that  are  neither  acknowledge^ 
nor  valued  by  others/*  Argenis  chargpd 
ker  not  to  part  with  Radirobanes  till  13d§ 
eame  herfeltf'  into  the  garden.  This  be* 
hovfour  :was  moft  pka6ng  to  Sekmfia, 
who  verily  bdiisved^  that  Argents  oply 
warned  to  gain  a  littk  time  to  wea8>  her^^ 
felf  from  her  former  love,  which  m^ 
firft  be  curedy  before  fre  coukt  refolvt 
fo  be  faMMorable  to  lUdirobaBcs^ 
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CHAP.    XV. 

Tit  meeting  of  Jrgenis  and  Poliarchuss 
their  converfation  j  their  final  refolution^ 
and  the  departure  of  Foliar chus. 

SELENISS A  was  fcarcely  got  out  of 
the  door  before  Argenis  fent  to  Ar* 
fidas,  defiring  him  to  come  diredly,  and 
bring  the  ftranger  with  him.  He  delayed 
not,  but  can^e  and  brought  Poliarchw 
difguifcd  with  falfc  hair,  and  ir?  the  dreft 
of  a  pedlar,  carrying  feveral  little  pifturc* 
with  him.  And  now  that  invincible 
courage,  which  no  enemi^,  no  dangers 
could  daunt^  forfook  Poliarchus  \  and  he 
trembled  when  he  qonfidered  that  he  wae 
going  to  Argenis.  She  alfo  changed  co- 
lour inceflantly,  and  Ihe  hcrfelf  perceived 
that  her  voice  faultered  when  ftie  attempted 
to  fpeak.  There  was  a  private  gallery  into 
which  (he  ufed  to  retire,  when  fhe  cho& 
to  enjoy  her  own  thoughts  and  medita- 
tions :  thither  Arfidas  Condudled  His  gudL 
A^  foon  as  Poliarchus  approached  her,  he 
«  N  4  ^kneeled 
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kneeled  and  kiffed  her   hand,  with  fuch 
reverence  as  if  it  had  been  his  deity.    They 
both  fighed  extremely,   and  both  blulhed 
at  their    own   emotions.      He   prefently 
pulled  off  his  difguife,  and  appeared  in  his 
own  perfon.      Arfidas  then  withdrew  to 
the  end  of  the  gallery,  to  give  them  liberty 
to  converfe  with  more  freedom.      Then 
again  their  paflions  deprived  them  of  utter- 
ance ;  and  they  flood  filent  till  Argenis 
v'as  relieved  by  tears.     At  length  Ihe  thus 
fpoke :    *'  Do  I  then  fee  thee,  my  deareft  I 
or  is  it  only  a  dream  that  prefents  thy  re- 
femblance,  and  gives  a  momentary  joy  to 
thy  Argenis  !"  Poliarchus  replied,   "  You 
fee  me  indeed,  lady  !  you  fee  one  fuffering 
all  his  paft  miferies  again  by  refledion ;. 
and    now  by  beholding  you,    I  am  ftill 
more  fenfible  of  the  mifery  of  fo  long  an 
abfence.     But   if  the  recoUedtion  be  not 
too  painful,  .  what  have  you  thought  of  my 
dangers?  Have' you  ^  not  condemned  my 
abfence  ?    Did  you  excufe  me  to  yourfelf 
for  it?"     "  Alas!  (replied  the  princefs) 
you   may  judge  by  your  own  grief,  how 
many  miferable  days  I  have  pafled  in  your 

abfence  ^ 
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abfence !  and  fb  much  the  more  unhappyi> 
that  I  could  not  follow  you  through  all 
the  dangers,  that  you  have  encountered 
for  my  fake.  Yet  know*  that  there  are 
fome  that  prefume  to  hope,  I  may  prove 
inconftant.  But  tell  me,  art  thou  ftill  the 
lame,  Poliarchus  ?  Art  thou  indeed  re- 
turned to  Sicily?  Art  thou  in;  health  and 
fafety  ?  Alas  !  am  not  I  the  caufe  of  t^ie 
alteration  I  fee  in  thy  face  ?  Mud  we 
again  run  the  fame  dangers  ?  Muft  thy 
^  banilhment .  be  renewed,  and  muft  we 
always  love  ia  doubts,  fears,  and  dangers  ?" 
He  then  briefly  acquainted  her  with  all 
that  had  befallen  him,  fince  their  fepara- 
tion  i  of  his  fhipwreck ;  his  adventures 
with  the  pirates  ;  his  reception  at  the  court 
of  Mauritania,,  and  his  being  detained  there 
by  licknefs, 

Argenis,  on  her  fide,  informed  him  of 
what  more  concerned  them-;  the  afliftance,. 
offer,  and  paiTion  of  Radirobanes ;  and 
that  fhe  feared,  left  her  father  (houid  acr- 
cept  for  a  fon-in-law,  a  man  who  had  de- 
ferved  fo  well  of  him.  '^  A  misfortune, 
which  i'f  not  hindered  by  you,,  (faid  fhe), 
N5:  I  will 
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I  will  prevent  by  my  own  deaths  but 
think  what  it  ia  to  ftand  in  comiiivial  ex* 
peftation  of  this  deadly  ftroke^  bcii^  na 
farther  off  than  the  concluikm  of  thia 
fnatch^  which  the  Sardinians  urge  incei^ 
fiititly*  Btfide,  I  am  now  left  alone ;  1 
jMtve  none  to  comfort  me  i  I  am  afraid  of 
Radirdbanes;  I  am  not  afllired  &[  my 
father,  and  even  Sekniffii  b  gained  over 
by  my  enemy* 

*^  I  have  a  good  while  looked  about 
for  her  (returned  Poliarchw;)  for  this  ia 
the  iirft  ti:ne  I  ever  fpoke  to  you  without 
her  prcfence.''  **  I  will  (faid  Argcnis)  makk 
lier  as  wretched,  if  I  iive,a5ihe  dcferves  tobe» 
She  favours  the  king  of  Sardinia^  I  kno# 
not  why,  nor  how  (he  came  to  chmge  her 
opinion.  But  that  you  may  not  doubt 
her  intention,  (he  not  only  praiies  him  t» 
me  in  private,  but  perfuades  me  to  be- 
have  kindly  to  him,  and  by  degrees  to 
forfake  you  and  return  his  pafiion.  And 
at  this  time  I  have  fuffered  her  to  go  to 
meet  him,  that  fhe  Ihould  not  know  yoa 
are  herewith  me.  They  are  now  in  the- 
garden  deciding  my  fate;  but  ihe  fluH 

3  not 
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not  of&nd  without  her  proper  rdtitirtion  ^ 
fop  if  ever  I  be  happy  *lhe  (hall  be  pu^. 
nifeed/'  Poliarchus  was  full  Qf  iodi^u- 
taon  at  the  thought  of  being  betrayed  by 
her,  and  was  alio  ftruck  with  the  danger 
of  Radirobanes's  being  fo  powerful  among 
the  fer yants  of  Argeais,  and  o&red  him- 
fclf  to  revenge  the  injury. 

Then  they  confuiced  together  what 
courfe  to  take,  but  oould  not  £x  upott 
any  refokidon  that  pieafed  them.  Sup^ 
^  pole  Poli^jchus  fliouLd  go  to  Meieander, 
declare  hknkif  to  be  a  king,  ploa^  tJ^ 
meritsof  his  friend&sp  and  good  offices* 
and  demand  Ai^enis  in  marriage;  aftd 
Argcnis  flwuld  confcfs  heri^f  to  be  the 
betrothed  wife  of  Poliarchus.  This  would  ' 
be  a  fiemedy  for  all  their  misfortunes,  if  it 
fliould  fucceed.  But  Argenis  feared  to 
truft  to  Mcleander's  opinion  of  Poliarchus, 
which  (he  knew  to  be  changed ;  but  dif- 
iembling  that,  flie  fpoke  of  Radirobanes, 
who  had  an  army  prelent  under  his  com- 
mand. It  were  not  fafe  fox  Poliarchus, 
on  a  fudden^  to  alTume  the  rank  and  title 
sfz  luog»  and  oppofe  him  whofe  power 
N  6  was 
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was  already  known,  and  who,  at  this  in- 
flant,  filled  Sicily  with  his  forces.  That 
Ihe  dreaded  fecret  treachery,  or  open 
villany,  which  love  and  ambition  had 
often  inftigated  men  to  contrive  and 
execute. 

Poliarchus  acknowledged  this  to  be  true, 
and  added,  *'  That  the  favour  of  Mele- 
andcr  to  Archombrotus  was  alfo  to  be 
fufpefted,  who,  faid  he,  I  fear,  has  raifed 
his  prefumptuous  thoughts  to  the  hopes  of 
a  marriage  with  thee."  Argenis  ftarted  aC 
the  mention  of  that  circumftance,  anS  run- 
ning over  in  her  memory  the  behaviour, 
words,  and  aftions  of  Archombrotus,  fhe 
fell  into  tlie  fame  fufpicion ;  they  therefore 
gave  over,  as  ralh  and  dangerous,  the 
purpofe  of  declaring  themfelves  openly  to 
the  king  at  this  time. 

'But  they  dwelt  longer  upon  another 
propofition,  which  was,  that  fince  fortune 
denied  them  happinefs  in  Sicily,  they 
fhould  go  to  Poliarchus's  country.  Since 
then  it  was  likely,  that  Meleander  of  him- 
felf  would  feek  to  be  reconciled,  and  if 
Radirobanes  ihould   attempt   to.  revenge 

his^ 
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his  difappointment,    they  could  have  an 
army  ready  to  oppofe  him,   neither  Sele- 
niffa    nor  Archombrotus    could    prevent 
them^     What  wonder  were  it,  if  the  bride 
were  carried  to  her  hufband's  houfe  ?  The 
fails  of  the  fhip  ftiould  be  inftead  of  the 
veil  to  cover  her  at  her  departure,  and  in 
thQ  night  the  ftars  fliould  be  the  nuptial 
torches  to  light  her  on  her  way.     Argenis 
yielded  her  confent  to  this  propofal,  though 
her  judgment  ftrove  againft  and  difallowed 
of  the    proceeding.      She   approved  the 
caufe,  but  it  became  her  to  keep  her  fame 
clear,  not   only  from   all  imputation   of 
immodefty,   but  alfo  of  indifcretion.     In 
this  mutiny  of  her  thoughts  ftie  aflented 
to  Poliarchus,  not  becaufe  (he  approved 
it,  but  becaufe  (he  would  not  feem  to  re- 
fufe  him  any  thing.     Poliarchus,  who  ob- 
ferved  that  Argenis  againft  her  judgment 
forced  herfelf  "to  confent  to  his  propofal, 
difdained  that  Argenis  fliould   benamed 
among  thpfe  maidens,  who  through  paf^ 
fion   or  kvity  run    away   with   worthlefs 
lovers,  and  become  the  fubjefts  of  many  idle 
tales,  and  a  warning  to  others:    i'  Lady, , 

(faicL 
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(faid  he)  wc  are  of  higher  value,  than  thus 
like  thieves,  to  feek  the  help  of  darkne& 

^and  fccrecy  for  the  accomplifhment  of  our 
defires.  Suppofe  wc  are  difcovered  to  your 
cflfended  father  ?  fuppofe  he  fliould  fepar 

'  rate  us  never  to  meet  again  !  In  vain  do 
we  cxpeft  afliftance  from  juftice,  unlcft 
we  refolve  to  affift  hef.  If  it  (hall  pieafe 
yoii,  and  if  you  think  l«re  can  bear  up 
againft  our  misfortunes,  to  which  we  are 
inured,  for  three  months  longer,  I  will 
return  in  that  time,  with  the  cilfigns  of 
my  power  and  dignity,  and  receive  you 
as  the  offspring  of  printes,  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  us  both.  If  our  enemies  ic^>pofc 
our  wifties,  I  will  with  an  armed  force 
wreft  from  Sicily  my  own  and  your  felicity. 
Only  promife  me,  that  you  will  not  fru^ 
ftrate  my  hopes,  by  your  defpair  And 
death  before  that  time.  On  my  part,  I 
will  not  fail  to  be  here  unlefs  death  prevent 
me,  which  if  it  fhall  befal,  it  fhall  be  my 
comfort,  that  you  are  not  prefent  at  the 
mournful  fpeftacle.**  He  concluded  with 
a  deep  figh.  Argenis  was  drowned  in 
tears,  and  thinking  how  ibon  he  was  to 

leavt 
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leave  her,  and  going  fo  far  diltant  from 
her,  her  grief  was  greater  than  fhe  welt 
knew  how  to  fupport ;  but  being  fami* 
liarifed  to  forrow,  flie  fufiered  three  months 
to  be  added  'to  her  fuffirring^,  refolving  if 
in  that  time  Poliarchus  ihould  return^  even 
though  poor,  friendlels,  and  difarmed^ 
jhe  would,  rgedt  all  other  hopes  and  coun- 
fel,  and  follow  him  through  the  world. 

When  this  rdblution  was  taken,  tlxejr 
^vifed  nuny  things  necefTafy  for  each 
others  conduA  in  the  mean  time.  She 
conjured  her  lover  with  words  and  tears, 
not  to  fail  his  appointed  time,  afluring  him 
that  her  life  depended  on  his  punftuality^ 
*'  I  have,  (faid  fhe)  Poliarchus,  loved 
many  qualities  in  thee,  but  particularly, 
thy  truth,  and  a  virtue  that  moft  men  are 
ftrangers  to,  thy  mcdefty.  It  is  long  fince 
that  neglcding,  though  not  defpifing  the 
right  my  father  has  in  difpofing  of  me,  I 
have  chofen  thee  to  be  my  hufband :  now 
again,  as  far  as  I  have  power,  I  endow 
thee  with  myfelfi  my  love,  my  fortunes  ? 
And  I  fwear  by  the  deftiny  of  both,  that 
nothing  fhall  ever  ^bfolve  my  vow !    Ar- 

genis 
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genis  (hall  be  the  wife  of  Poliarcbus,  or  of 
no  man  !  If  the  gods  grant,  that  we  may 
be  united  in  the  holy  rites  of  marriage, 
we  will  render  thanks  for  fo  great  a  blef- 
fmg.  But  if  our  evil  deftiny  prevail,  and 
crofs  our  happinefs,  at  leaft  I  will  go  chafte 
to  my  grave,  and  the  marriage  (hall  be 
confummated  between  our  fouls."  At 
thefe  words  her  face  was  dyed  with  a  crim- 
fon  blulh,  and  Poliarchus  was  no  lefs 
carneft  in  his  acknowledgments  of  her 
goodnefs,  and  of  the  viftory  (he  had  gained 
over  him. 

*  They  both  began  to  fear,  left  Seleni(ra 
fhould  return  from  Radirobanes,  whom 
after  they  had  vowed  to  puniih,  Poliarchus 
perfuaded  not  to  put  her  away  ra(hly,  who 
was  privy  to  fo  many  fecrets ;  but  if  the 
old  woman  (hould  give  her  any  pretence 
to.difmifs  her,  he  wi(hed'(he  would  re^ 
member  Timoclea,  a  moftdifcreet  matron^ 
and  worthy  of  that  place  in  her  efteem, 
which  the  otlitr  had  forfeited.  Timoclea 
was  fufficiently  recommended  to  Argenis, 
by  being  the  preferver  of  Poli?.rchus  •,  but 
the  lady  feaped  (he  had  not  rewarded  or 

diftinguiflied 
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diftinguifhed  her  enough  :  for  Selenifla*s 
infinuations  had  prevented  thofe  marks  of 
favour,  that  the  princefs  had  intended  to 
fBow  her. 

But  when  Polia'rchus  informed  her  of 
the  good  will  of  Dunalbius  towards  him, 
and  that  Antenor  and  Hieroleander  were 
no  lefs  afFeftionate,  (he  rejoiced  much  Ihe 
could  ufe  the  advice  of  fuch  worthy  men, 
in  her  moft  fecret  and  weighty  affairs. 
They  refolved  to  gratify  all  their  friends 
with  favours  and  benefits,  as  opportuni- 
ties fhould  arife. 

Now  the  time  called  upon  them  to  fe- 
parate,  and  both  expedted  a  farewel,  but 
neither  could  find  courage  to  fpeak  that 
word  firft.  They  both  were  fqme  mo- 
ments in  filent  fadnefs ;  Poliarchus  endea- 
voured to  tak^  his  leave,  but  could  not 
utter  a  word.  Neverthelefs,  that  he  might 
put  an  end  to  the  diftrefs  of  both,  which 
increafed  every  moment,  roufing  all  his 
fortitude,  he  made  a  refpedtful  bow,  and 
withdrew  haftily  without  fpeaking  a  word. 
As  foon  as  he  was  out  of  fight,  Argenis 
gave  free  vent   to  her  tears ;  fhe  ftruck 

her 
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her  innocent  bofom,  feeling  for  the  di- 
ftrefles  of  Poliarchus  more,  than  for  her 
own.  In  this  confufion  of  thoughts  fhe 
rufhed  into  her  chamber,  to  indulge  her 
grief  there/  Poliarchus,  with  weak  eyes 
and  uncertain  fteps,  could  fcarcely  find 
his  way  out  of  the  garden.  Arfidas  know* 
ing  his  perturbations  attended  in  filence^. 
upon  him,  who  was  dumb  with  grief,  and 
returned  with  him  to  the  hoirfe  of  Nico-^ 
pompus ;  and  from  thence  in  the  eve&iiDg 
brought  him  on  board  his  iObip^ 
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